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From the President

Spring is finally here! And the annual show is coming up soon. This is my favourite time of the year, and the show is
one of the highlights of the year.

As usual, we will need as many members as possible assisting at the show. We will introduce you to the new app
developed by Mike at the September meeting. | think you will find it easy to use.

Horticultural Society Spring Show 19-20 September 2026

As well as entering your orchids in the orchid show, you should consider entering other plants in the Horticultural
Society show at the same time. You'll need to register your plants by 7pm on the Thursday before the show, they
only need to know the number of plants in each class. Full details and schedule on the link Spring-Bulb-Show-

2026.pdf

Promotion of the show — help needed!

If you could assist by distributing flyers in your workplace or in shops you frequent, it would be a great help. Flyers
and posters will be available at the September meeting to pick up. Please post our show flyer to social media sites
you think are appropriate. Download the flyer from our website at The Orchid Society of Canberra Spring Show.

Do you have a van?

Jane needs help to transport a huge specimen plant of Thelychiton speciosus to the show on 18 September. It was
donated to the society and has about 20 racemes coming that may (cross fingers) be out perfectly to display at the
show. Please contact Jane at info@canberraorchids.org or 0406379054.

Orchid Society Shirts
More shirts have been ordered, but it’s unlikely they will be ready for the September meeting. Scott will have them
available at the plant stall on Friday and Saturday at our show so you can get one then.

The Spring Show

We will join with the Horticultural Society’s Spring Bulb and Camellia Show and share the Fitzroy Pavilion at EPIC.

Volunteers

Our annual orchid show is always a success because of the wonderful volunteers who band together and work so
hard. Mike Pieloor has created an online app where members can nominate when and how they can contribute their
time to assist in running the show. It’s flexible so if you find later you can’t make a particular time you can update it
at any time. So please enter what you think you can do to help. Mike will give a live demonstration on the operation
of the system at the September meeting and time slots we need to fill.

If you recently completed a first aid certificate, please let us know so we can call upon you if needed.

Show Venue:
Fitzroy Building, Exhibition Park, Canberra
Monday 14 September

Deadline to let Scott Mann ( treasurer@canberraorchids.org ) know that you are planning to sell plants and
approximately how much space you’ll need.

Wednesday 16 September
10 pm - deadline for entries to be lodged with the registrar Jane Wright (show@canberraorchids.org ) or on
0406379054 unless otherwise prearranged with Jane

Thursday 17 September

7pm — deadline for entering exhibits in the horticultural society show.


https://hsoc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/Spring-Bulb-Show-2026.pdf
https://hsoc.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/Spring-Bulb-Show-2026.pdf
https://canberraorchids.org/the-orchid-society-of-canberra-spring-show/
mailto:info@canberraorchids.org
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Friday 18 September
9am —1lam — set up of tables according to the floor plan
1lam -4pm —setup by vendors and set up of OSC sales table
12 noon-4 pm  —delivery of show entries (remember, you are responsible for bring you own staging)
12 noon—4 pm —members can purchase plants if the vendor is present
S5pm — meal provided for the judges
6 pm — judging commences
Saturday 19 September
10 am — show opens to public [9 am soft entry so need volunteers by 9am]
4 pm —show closes for the day
5:30 for 6pm —dinner in the Limestone Restaurant, Ainslie Football Club. Please give your names to Scott

Mann (treasurer@canberraorchids.org) if you plan to attend, so we can reserve enough seats.
Sunday 20 September

10 am — show open to public [9 am soft entry]
3:15 pm —show closes
3:15-5pm —show breakdown

Show entries

Details of procedures for registration of plant entries, definitions, schedule and entry form are provided on the
website and will be emailed to members.

e Please include all plants you might enter — it is easier to delete entries at registration than add extra
entries at the last minute

e You will be given a printed label for each entry at registration
e Entries for the miniature and specimen classes will be determined by the Marshal
e If you are uncertain as to what class a plant should be in, contact Jane Wright or Mark Fraser

e If you are uncertain as to your Novice/Open status, please consult the Member page of the website or ask
Jane Wright (info@canberraorchids.org)

Other matters

Please wear your society shirt and name badge. This helps visitors identify people they can ask for assistance and
assures your free entry.

Plant Sales

This year, members can sell orchids, outdoor and indoor plants. If you are selling plants, please:

e Letourtreasurer, Scott Mann, (treasurer@canberraorchids.org) know the approximate number of plants
and ensure he has your banking details so that you can be paid promptly

e Ensure plants are pest and disease free
e Include your unique colour tag with your name and price in each pot
e Don't forget the society charges a 10% commission

Please bring cardboard boxes (top flaps removed) and paper bags for use at the plant stall.

Who's in Charge

Any concerns, please contact the following;

e Show overall Jane Wright
e Raffle Sandra Corbett

e Plant Sales Scott Mann

e Entry Jane Wright

Potting Demo. Bill Ferris, Brian Dear
Créche Jacqui Turner

Security Bailey Dunn

Roster Mike Pieloor


mailto:info@canberraorchids.org
mailto:treasurer@canberraorchids.org
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Annual General Meeting Minutes - 01 July 2026

President Jane Wright opened the AGM at 7:33 pm and welcomed everyone to the meeting.
Present: 50, Apologies: 7, Visitors: 1.
Jane sought acceptance of the 2025 AGM Minutes, published in Bulletin Vol 40, No 4. Carried.

The President’s Report

“The Society had another good year with the normal 10 meetings, the Christmas Party (complete with magician), a
potting workshop (hosted by Krysia Szkiela), a terrestrial potting workshop (hosted by Jane Wright), walks on Black
Mountain for native terrestrials and a Spring Show, held for the second time in conjunction with the Horticultural
Society’s Spring Bulb and Camellia Show. A team carried plants to the Australian Orchid Council show in Woolgoolga
and set up a display on the theme of “From the mountains to the sea”, placing third in the class.

Our average meeting attendance was over 50, with 1 month at 75. We welcomed 26 new members, and our
membership now stands above 140. Bob Bush OAM, a life member and previous president passed away. We've had
a diverse range of talks at our meetings by Mark Clements, Derek Corrigan, Brian Dear, Geoff Dyne, Scott Mann, Bill
Ferris and Mike Pieloor, with visiting speakers Daniel Webb, Jim Cootes and Gary Hodder. It’s a lot of work to
prepare a good presentation and we certainly appreciated your efforts.

The Show was a big effort this year, in part because of hosting the South and West Regional Show and Conference.
We bedded down our partnership with the Horticultural Society of Canberra, and everyone was thrilled with how
the combined event went.

Our members provided a great range of plants for the sales table. As usual, the vendors: Sims Orchids, Johnston’s
Orchids, Orchid Species Plus and South Pacific Hydroponics, brought a great range of plants and products for sale.
The support of various sponsors in providing vouchers was also much appreciated.

Now to say thank you.

First to the Committee members who have done a great job and particularly to Bill Ferris who continues to be the
rock of the society as Vice-President, managing the transfer to the new website, correspondence coming to the info
email address, preparing the show registration spreadsheets and more, much more. To Scott Mann for being our
treasurer and managing the sales table, and Claire Turner for getting minutes done almost instantly. To Krysia Szkiela
for being librarian and sponsorship coordinator. To Brian Dear for preparing the Bulletin, and Jacqui for managing
the all-important biscuit provision and providing input to running the society in their roles as committee members.

Many others have stepped up in significant ways to run our monthly meetings:
* Yvonne Day, Audrey Rough, Brendan McGarry, Jacquie Bannerman on the door

* Jacquie Bannerman for setting up the room before meetings and being our new member coordinator who makes
everyone welcome at the meetings

* Mike Pieloor, Robyn Noel, Krysia Szkiela, Bailey Dunn, Jacqui and Claire Turner for the popular vote and judge’s
choice

* Megan and Josh Philips for managing the AV at meetings

* Mike Pieloor for managing our Facebook presence and Brian Shelvey, Brendan McGarry for posting meeting
images on Facebook.

Our show benefited enormously from the efforts of many members, particularly:
* Bill Ferris, Mark Fraser and Jane Wright for adapting the show schedule to suit the regional show requirements.
* Bill Ferris for maintaining the registration database, collating the judging results and printing certificates

* Bailey Dunn for advice on hall layouts, and overseeing security
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* Sandra Corbett for managing the entry and raffle and overseeing the design and construction of our display,
“Phantom of the Opera”

* Krysia Szkiela for being the sponsor coordinator

* Peter Coyne for print advertising

* Scott Mann for overseeing the society sales table and managing all the show finances

* Yvonne Day and Elisa Pavlic for providing dinner for the judges

* Jacqui and Claire Turner for managing the creche

* Mark Fraser for being show marshal and photographing the show and plants for awards

* Brian Dear and Bill Ferris for potting demos

* Bill Ferris, Brian Dear, Errol Jobsz, Graeme Mayo, Jacqui Turner for road signage

* Robyn Noel for trophy engraving

* All the rest of the members for help in setting up tables, volunteering over the weekend and clearing up afterward.

* About 60 members took part in the show in some capacity or another — an excellent effort.
It has been a pleasure and honour to be your president for the last year.

| commend this report to members.”

The report was moved by David Brooks and seconded by Karen Groeneveld. Accepted.
Treasurer’s Report

Scott presented our financial summary for the Orchid Society. Total income was $50,075, with show revenue of
$26,328. Our plant sale commissions were $2,284. Reserves of $36,120. Digital payment fees of $600. Meeting and
venue costs $4,775.

We've carved out some costs in places such as our finance/accounting software. We’ve also reduced some of our
costs for the club for our monthly meetings.

Our net position is -$3,969, which Scott notes is primarily due to the costs for regional show and conference we ran
in 2025.

Scott showed a copy of the society balance sheet, with a breakdown of our income streams and our expenses. We
are in a healthy financial position. Jane noted that the judge costs in our expenses were huge this financial year due
to the size of the show we had — and the number of judges we had to have come in.

The report was moved first by David Brooks and seconded by Karen Groeneveld. Accepted.

Election of Office Bearers for 2026-27

Peter Coyne has stepped down from the role of Public Officer after many years, and the society thanks him for his
service. The Committee proposes that Andrea Robold be appointed to the position. The members accepted the
appointment of Andrea Robold.

There being enough nominations to fill all positions, Andrea announced that the elected members are:

President: Elizabeth Jane Wright

Vice-President: Mike Pieloor

Secretary: Claire Turner

Treasurer: Scott Mann

Committee: William Ferris, Megan Philips, Jacqui Turner

For the benefit of new members, Jane noted that our constitution states that a person may only hold a particular
executive position for 3 years in a row. This is to ensure that there is renewal in the committee and that no-one will
be “stuck” in a position for too long. We can only solicit nominations from the floor if we have too few nominations
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or call for an election if we have too many.

Jane noted that next year we will need a new president, and a new treasurer, as both her and Scott’s terms will have
come to an end.

The AGM concluded at 7:55 pm.

General Meeting Minutes - 01 July 2026

President Jane Wright opened meeting at 7:55 pm and welcomed everyone to the meeting.
Present: 50, Apologies: 7, Visitors: 1.

Jane introduced our presentation for the night by Andrea Robold.

Presentation by Andrea Robold about the World Orchid Congress

Andrea attended the 24th World Orchid Conference in Dresden, Germany during March 2026.

The conference was established more than 70 years ago and is held every 3 years with rotating host countries,
encouraging growers, scientists, artists, and enthusiasts to come together.

They chose Dresden as it’s a city known for art, culture, and botanical heritage. They have historic greenhouses and
horticultural institutions, including a strong orchid community. She showcased some buildings in the city on her
slide, including the odd-shaped hotel she stayed at.

The theme for the conference in 2026 was ‘Conservation Challenges/Solutions’, along with showcasing orchid
science, and culture. Seventy presentations were scheduled over the entire weekend — notable speakers at the
conference that Andrea saw were Martin Motes, Arthur Chadwick and Gary Yong Gee. They also had a phenomenal
sales area, and major displays and competitions. Andrea showed photos with swathes of blooming plants and noted
that the exhibitions were really immersive. They also had critically endangered species on display, resulting from
conservation efforts from around the world — plants you just normally would never see.

They also had many hybrid innovations showcased, with new colour forms/shapes/fragrance breakthroughs. Andrea
also showed photos of the hybrid displays.

There were national displays that showcased regions and countries with cultural themes celebrating native species
of their areas, such as in China, Thailand, and South America. She said they focused hard on having native species in
those displays.

There were large-scale botanical art pieces/installations, which blended sculpture and light with orchids. These
displays were incredible to see during the night where their lighting was able to really shine.

Andrea then showed the conservation exhibits that were there, noting that a lot of them were talking about
protecting orchids in the wild, habitat restoration, and partnerships between NGOs, scientists and local
communities.

Award-winning orchid photography from around the world was showcased, along with botanical illustration
showecases; it included scientific as well as artistic renditions, and different media such as watercolour, ink and digital
botanical art.

Andrea then showed some of the champion plants she got to see at the congress, such as the best in show, gold
medal plants, judges’ choices, etc.

The next World Orchid Conference will be in 2029 in Tokyo.
Jane thanked Andrea for the excellent presentation.

Announcements:

Bill showed some of the coiled wire we have for sale at the sales table and gave a demonstration on how it works to
stabilise spikes and other plants that need more support.

Jane noted we’ve had some issues getting things to work on our new website, but it’s an ongoing work in progress
with the transition. There is also an issue with the members portal — the password will be updated soon for the new
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financial year.

Jane reported having issues with getting the group emails out to the society members as some ISP domains have
flagged our domain and block our emails. While seeking a long-term solution to the problem, we have set up a gmail
account to ensure that we can get group emails out to people without issue.

Jane asked Mike Pieloor, our new vice president, to come up and explain the new voting system he has developed
for the popular vote. For context, he explained that we have used the Microsoft Form voting system for the last 7
years, which replaced the manual paper-counting voting system we used to use, and this new app is just changing
the tool that people will be using going forward. People will scan the QR code to vote on their plants of choice.

Members will pre-list the plants to be benched using the same link. The link to the form will be sent out prior to the
meeting so that people can pre-register their plants. Registered plants will be given a number. We have ordered a
set of stainless-steel number discs which will be used with the benched plants.

The new systems do away with all paper mechanisms. For the people collating the results for the bulletin, it will
reduce the time needed to compile the information, the issues with deciphering handwriting and correct naming of
plants.

Mike gave a practical demonstration with the new QR code and encouraged members to register plants and do a
test vote. He showed how the votes auto-tally and easily give us the orchid of the night results without needing to
manually parse the data.

Jane asked members if they were after society shirts. Several members put their hands up—she noted we will bring
it up with the committee to organise an order.

Bailey Dunn presented the popular vote and David Brooks presented the judges’ choice.

Jane thanked members for coming to our meeting. Our next meeting will be on the 5th of August with a talk from
Jane on complex slipper orchids. There will also be some seedlings of them available for sale.

Meeting closed at 9:33pm
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Popular Vote Results: July 2026

Due to an operator error, we can only report on the following winners for this month.

Plant Owner
OPEN Orchid of the Night Fredclarkeara After Dark 'Black Pearl' Mike Pieloor
NOVICE Orchid of the Night Cymbidium unknown hybrid David Boughey
Judges’ Choice — Species Cymbidium erythrostylum David Judge
Judges’ Choice - Hybrid Fredclarkeara After Dark 'Black Pearl' Mike Pieloor
Judges’ Choice - Specimen Laelia anceps Mike Pieloor

OPEN Orchid of the Night and Judges’ Choice - Hybrid

Fredclarkeara After Dark 'Black Pearl'

FCC/AOS

Grown by Mike Pieloor

Named after Fred Clark, who
pioneered breeding with Catasetinae.

| bought this famous ‘black’ orchid as
a very small mericlone from MnS
orchids in Mackay, back in 2015.

This is its third flowering.

The trick to their culture is knowing
the seasonal environment where they
grow.

Mix: Anything that remains moist but
allows air to the roots. I've tried a few
things but now use pure coarse
perlite.

Light: Bright to very bright - | grow it
beside my cattleya.

Temperature: Warm. Plants can be cooler while dormant, but it is
recommended not to go below 6 degrees.

Water: This is the hardest part to get right. They are seasonal plants, so bone
dry while dormant and abundant water and fertiliser when in active growth.
But timing for starting is tricky. The new growth and roots should be at least
several inches long before watering. If you water too early, then roots and
growth can be stunted. I've made that mistake at least once while growing it.

Fertiliser: Truck loads while growing. None while dormant. It isn’t picky about what type.

The American Orchid Society has a culture sheet you can access here: Catasetum Culture Sheet - American Orchid
Society (aos.org).

Our society library also has a book called ‘World of Catasetums’. Ask Krysia for a borrow.



Bulletin September-October 2026

NOVICE Orchid of the Night

Cymbidium unknown hybrid

Grown by David Boughey

Judges’ Choice — Species
Cymbidium erythrostylum

Grown by David Judge

Judges’ Choice - Specimen
Laelia anceps

Grown by Mike Pieloor
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Meeting Minutes General Meeting - 05 August 2026

President Jane Wright opened meeting at 7:30 pm and welcomed everyone to the meeting.
Present: 63, Apologies: 10, Visitors: 2.
Presentation by Jane Wright on Complex Paphiopedilums

Complex paphs are coming back into fashion. When Jane joined the society in 1988 complex paphs weren’t really
considered a thing anymore as other paphiopedilums such as the Maudiae, Chinese or multi-floral ones were
becoming popular in the 90s. Complex paphs however are quite beginner friendly despite their name!

The characteristics of complex paphiopedilums and why they’re called complex, are due to the number of species in
their parentage. Jane talked about the foundation species for hybridising the complex paphs; insigne (>20,000
registered hybrids), villosum/boxalli (>20,000), spicerianum (>20,000), charlesworthii (all from the subgenus
Paphiopedilum). To a lesser extent, species such as Paph. bellatulum and mastersianum have been used in the
breeding lines. Jane pointed out how relatively narrow the petals are in most of the species, compared to the
modern complex hybrids.

Primary hybrids such as Paph. Leeanum (insigne x spicerianum) and Paph. Nitens (insigne x villosum) carry strong
traits of each species, and she noted they’re quite hardy and still commonly grown.

Jane showed images of some extremely good hybrids, with a breakdown of parentage in them, and the
characteristics of the best flowers. Complex paphs are the only group of orchids that are judged not just from the
front—but the back! The synsepal at the back needs to lay flat instead of furling to be highly regarded in judging.

So, how do we grow them?

The Section Paphiopedilum species grow in the wild as terrestrials in moss and leaf litter in forests, usually in light
shade, however, Paph. villosum is epiphytic. Most species grow on steep slopes with good drainage. Most species
experience distinct annual cycles in rainfall, temperature, and light. Jane showed some seasonal data on Paph.
insigne, villosum, and spicerianum, which informs the way we grow them. “While they’re actively growing, we give
them lots of water, warmer temperatures, and more shade. In winter, they benefit from somewhat brighter light
and can tolerate temperatures down to 5°C or so. Most will flower in winter here between April—September.”

Once a flower bud has initiated, turn the plant so the bud faces towards the light and do not change this orientation
or the stem will bend. When the bud is close to opening, tip the plant forward slightly so that once the flower has
opened and set, it will face slightly upwards when you set the pot back level. If staking is required, stake below the
ovary, not on the ovary; this ensures your flowers look the best.

Jane showed images of some of the quality seedlings for sale here at the society tonight, purchased from Orchids of
Distinction.

Jane took questions from members—including discussing the ones sold at Bunnings and whether they’re some that
look like species really are. “They’re nice plants, they’ve been
grown very well, but think of them as you do the phalaenopsis
you get from Bunnings: they’re nice plants, but you’ll never
know the parentage. You can enjoy them for what they are, and
they’re a good entry into growing them as they’re robust.”
David Judge noted that the flowers of complex paphs are
stunning because they’ve been bred for over 100 years to
achieve the substance and texture they have. Jane said they’re
“thick, and strong, and they are long lasting flowers.” They are
tough orchids—we can all grow them!

Announcements:

Mike gave an overview of the new popular vote system and
asked people to please reach out to senior members who are
familiar with it if people needed help going through it, or if
assistance was needed to submit a vote.
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Mike Pieloor presented the popular vote; Jane Wright presented the judges’ choice.

Our next meeting will cover Show Preparation before our Spring Show. We will also go through the new app for
signing up for volunteer slots at the show. Jane said we will also have some Zygopetalum community pot seedlings
for repotting on the night.

Meeting closed at 9:16pm

Virus testing
Orchids can be infected with viruses without showing obvious symptoms. If you are concerned about viruses either
in your collection or recently acquired plants, a laboratory in Tasmania does full virus testing.

This link will provide you with a form you can complete:
https://nre.tas.gov.au/Documents/PDS%20sample%20submission%20form.pdf

Cost: ~S29 via invoice after testing.
Packing: Double bag your leaf sample. Use a padded mailer to prevent the leaf being mushed.
Where to send: The address to send the sample is on the form (south St. John's).

The society also has kits available that can test for 2 viruses, CymMV and ORSV.

11


https://nre.tas.gov.au/Documents/PDS%20sample%20submission%20form.pdf

Bulletin September-October 2026

Popular Vote Results: August 2026

# ‘ Class Name

‘ Plant

‘ Owner

OPEN

1 | Australian Epiphyte

Dendrobium (Ellewong x Zip) x Renee

‘ Brian Shelvey

Australian Trafalgar x2

Others Benched: Den. Avril’s Gold x2, Den. Coote ‘Mem. Jim Rentoul’, Den.

2 | Australian Terrestrial

Pterostylis pedunculata

‘ Mike Pieloor

Others Benched: Pterostylis nutans

3 | Cymbidiinae

Cymbidium Death Wish ‘Claire’

‘ Jacqui & Claire Turner

Others Benched: Cymbidium Gem 'Snow Queen'

4 Laeliinae

Rhyncattleanthe Dean’s Star

‘ Mike Pieloor

Others Benched: Cattleya Kokubun, C. Mahalo Jack, Cattlianthe Mike's Red Star

5 | Cypripedioideae Paphiopedilum gratrixianum 'Ratcliffe’' ‘ David Judge
Others Benched: Paph. venustum
6 | Monopodial Vandeae | Phalaenopsis lobbii ‘ Jane Wright

Others Benched: Phal. amabilis, Phal equestris, Phal. mannii, Phal. Lianher
Cranberry ‘Magic Girl’, Phal. Taisuco Bloody Mary

7 Oncidiinae

Arthurara Sea Snake 'Unforgettable’

‘ David Judge

Onc. Twinkle ‘Oro’

Others Benched: Oncidium maculata, Oncostele Tan Treasures ‘Puppy Pleasures’,

8 Pleurothallidinae

Stelis restrepioides 'Dragonstone’

‘ Bill Ferris

Others Benched: Masdevallia tovarensis, Masd. Mary Staal ‘Golden Gate’

9 Exotic Dendrobiinae

Sayeria alexandrae

‘ Jane Wright

Others Benched: Den. Dawn Maree x takahashii

10 | Coelogyninae

Coelogyne speciosa

Brian Shelvey

Others Benched: nil

11 | Bulbophyllinae Bulbophyllum carunculatum f alba Jane Wright
Others Benched: nil
13 | Exotic terrestrial Ludisia discolor Jane Wright

Others Benched: nil

NOVICE

15 Australian Native

Dendrobium hybrid unknown

Na Khanprasert

Others Benched: nil

16 | Cymbidiinae

’

Cymbidium Evening Star ‘Bethlehem

Peter Lee

Others Benched: nil

18 Monopodial Vandeae

Phalaenopsis Lianher Happy Star

Brigitte Smithies

Others Benched: nil

19 | Any Other Orchid

Paphiopedilum Leeanum

David Boughey

Others Benched: nil

OPEN Orchid of the Night

Cymbidium Death Wish ‘Claire’

Jacqui & Claire Turner

NOVICE Orchid of the Night

Paphiopedilum Leeanum

David Boughey

Judges’ Choice — Species

Ludisia discolor

Jane Wright

Judges’ Choice - Hybrid

Cymbidium Death Wish ‘Claire’

Jacqui & Claire Turner

Judges’ Choice - Specimen

Paphiopedilum Leeanum

David Boughey
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Open Orchid of the Night

Cymbidium Death Wish ‘Claire’ (Cym. Death
Wish ‘Vampire Slayer’ x Cym. Death Wish
‘Speckled Spectre’)

Grown by Jacqui and Claire Turner

We have owned this lovely plant since 2021
when we purchased it as a mature un-flowered
seeding from fellow society member Richard
Mayo.

During the warmer months we keep it outside
underneath the shade of the plum and apricot
trees so that it can get the warmth of the
morning sun and watered in the evenings to
cool the pot down especially during summer.
Wintering involves keeping it in an undercover
courtyard with a custom built frost blind to keep
it safe from frost and moisture, while still
allowing it to get a drop in ambient temperature
as low as 2C so that we don’t have the blooms
producing too early.

It is watered twice a day during the hottest days
in summer and has a weekly water with weak
fertiliser during winter due to the production of
buds. We use Strike Back (both pellet and liquid)
to feed it, and occasionally blood and bone.

See article below for more details on the special attributes of the Death Wish ‘Claire’ flowers.
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NOVICE Orchid of the Night and Judges’ Choice - Specimen
Paphiopedilum Leeanum

Grown by David Boughey

This is a family heirloom first grown by my grandmother, then split and passed on to my mother, uncle and aunt.
When | acquired it about eight years ago, it was not very healthy, with only one flower each year.

After repotting, it has slowly grown and improved. Last year there were six flowers but this year there were ten. The
last two years it has spent summers in our Sproutwell polycarbonate greenhouse (auto vents and a misting system)
with partial sun from the north and east. In late autumn, it is brought inside to our north facing living areas where
sun enters deep into the rooms. In floor hydronic heating generally keeps the temperature above 18 degrees.
Fertilising is through foliar application.

Judges’ Choice — Species

Ludisia discolor
Grown by Jane Wright

| acquired this plant from Woolf OrchidCulture in 2022. It is a
form of this common species with almost solid black leaves,
known as f. nigrescens.

| grow it in a greenhouse with a minimum temperature over
winter of about 12-15°C on the lower shelf where it is a tad
shadier. It flowers reliably in winter.

| think it would be a suitable plant to grow indoors as a
houseplant.
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The Science Behind a Sparkling Orchid

Cymbidium Death Wish is an RHS registered orchid hybrid developed in 2001 by Kevin Hipkins of Royale Orchids. By
crossing Cymbidium Pywacket with Cymbidium Disney Girl this unusual hybrid with its distinctive shaping, pleasant
perfume, and strong green and burgundy pigmentation was created.

Several Death Wish clones have won both Award of Distinction (AD) and Highly Commended Certificate (HCC) from
the AOC.

This particular clone of Death Wish grown by Jacqui and
Claire Turner was purchased as a mature un-flowered
seedling in 2021 with only parentage indicated. It was
our Orchid of the Night at our August 2026 meeting, but
what makes these flowers so special?

If you haven’t witnessed it, you have missed the
spectacular sparkle display!

What causes this visual effect?

There are two components to the sparkle of this
cymbidium.

Light on the petals is being reflected by
specialised, microscopic cells on the surface known
as conical epidermal cells. These cells focus light
back into the petals which enhances the colour but
also leads to a glistening appearance on the
surface. This is because the cells act like a lens that
refracts across the epidermal surface, giving a
velvet-like sheen on the flower.

These cells can vary greatly in overall size between
different species of plant, such as the more hair-
like pointed structure seen in some varieties of
petunias, and while often hexagonal can be more
rounded or even rectangular. The velvet effect
made by these cells can be seen easily by moving
the flower to change the point of refraction and
can shift between a more matte appearance due
to less light absorption to bounce off the other
cells, to a more striking velvety sheen created
from multiple reflections occurring at once.

These cells are also coated in a smooth wax layer
on the cuticle.

This epicuticular wax gives off a true ‘glitter effect’
from the specular reflection of crystalloids formed
within it, and can be seen by the naked eye
without the need for a microscope. On a bio-
mechanical scale, these crystals actually function
to repel water, maintain the health of the plant or
flower from disease, and reflect certain bands of
UV radiation to prevent damage.
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(Above) A close up shot of the cells and wax
seen on the petal of Cymbidium Death Wish
‘Claire’; these can also be seen on the
underside of the petals, and even the top of the
column.

Such striking traits seem to be inherited, as
both Cymbidium Death Wish ‘Vampire Slayer’
and Cymbidium Death Wish ‘Speckled Spectre’
feature strong conical cell development on
their flowers which deepens the bold pigments
inherited from Cymbidium tracyanum.

Jacqui notes that with new flowers on the inflorescence, while the velvet shimmer is present, the wax sparkle is
often non-existent until it develops on the more mature blooms over a few days. It makes for a beautiful, if unusual
flower.

Resources:

[1] AOC Awards lists — Cym. Death Wish (Accessed 13th August, 2026)

[2] Why do so many petals have conical epidermal cells? (Accessed 9th August, 2026)

[3] The cuticular wax composition and crystal coverage of leaves and petals differ in a consistent manner between
plant species (Accessed 13th August, 2026)
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https://www.orchidsaustralia.com.au/AOC/index.php/list-awards2?iGenus=Cymbidium&grex=Cym.%20Death%20Wish&plants=All&Panel=All&SortBy=AOCNo&Awardtype=All&Aust=No&Aocno=0&type=1&Pag=0
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC3170151/
https://royalsocietypublishing.org/rsob/article/14/5/230430/91418/The-cuticular-wax-composition-and-crystal-coverage
https://royalsocietypublishing.org/rsob/article/14/5/230430/91418/The-cuticular-wax-composition-and-crystal-coverage
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Cultural tips for September-October

Check your growing location regularly to make sure your plants are getting appropriate moisture, warmth
and light. As the warm weather approaches get the shade cloth ready and increase ventilation in the
greenhouse.

Start to water more often to keep new roots growing and increase fertiliser application, especially for
cymbidiums. However, be careful of late cold snaps! Take care watering plants that are leaving dormancy.
Pleione, Catasetum and Stenoglottis can stop root growth if the media is too wet early in the season.

Monitor for pests, including early aphids and munching pests, like spring grasshoppers or caterpillars.

Keep your Australian terrestrials moist (but not sodden). Check closely for presence of slugs and snails.
Leaves and flower spikes can be eaten in one night! Also watch out for mealy bugs in Pterostylis and
Thelymitra leaf sheaths. Consider raising your pots or using pest management.

For those plants that finish flowering, give them a tidy-up and consider which ones to divide or repot.
Purchase supplies of pine bark and experiment adding other media such as pumice, scoria, clay balls and
coconut husk.

Keep weeds and ferns under control in the greenhouse. Ferns are attractive but in an orchid pot are
overpowering.

Check out the Society’s book Growing Orchids in Cool Climate Australia for more culture tips.

Membership subscriptions are overdue

The membership year begins 1 May, so membership subscriptions are very overdue if you have yet to pay.

Single $25.00; Family or Joint $30.00; Junior (younger than 17 years) and full-time students $5.00.
Pay Treasurer Scott Mann at meetings, or direct deposit to our bank account:
Orchid Society of Canberra Inc.
BSB: 032719
Account Number: 620848
with your surname in the bank’s ‘reference’ field and advise treasurer@canberraorchids.org
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