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From the President

It's winter and many of your spring-flowering orchids will be starting to show flower spikes and flower buds. Make
sure to start staking and training the spikes and protecting them from the nasties that can chew a hole and wreck a
year’s effort overnight.

Winter might be cold, but it’s an exciting time of year as many clubs will be holding their winter shows that feature
cymbidiums and paphiopedilums. Check the Orchid Society of NSW website for the listing of the shows coming up in
NSW. The very big shows, Mingara and St Ives, are coming up in the next 2 months and are worth a trip.

The July meeting will feature Andrea Robold speaking about her recent attendance at the World Orchid Congress in
Dresden, Germany. Mike Pieloor will explain the improved process for the popular vote which will go live in August
and allow members to register their plants before leaving home. It will also be our AGM. Don’t panic — no arm-
twisting will be done as we have sufficient nominations for committee. Treasurer Scott Mann will take us through
the finances from the last year.

New Members

We welcome new members Ajitav Halder, Tarah Millgate, Jason & Lisa Sutton. Welcome back to Remedios
Humphries after many years away. We hope you’ll enjoy your association with us.

Vale Robert Blair Bush OAM
14 April 1929 — 16 May 2026

Bob received an OAM in the 2026 New Years Honours for his
services to the community.

Bob was a well-respected member of the Orchid Society which he
joined in 2001. He served on the committee from 2003 until 2010
including as President in 2004-05 and then vice-president in 2005 to
2007.

Bob freely gave advice and help to others on orchid growing
matters. He often came up with novel ideas on matters such as
orchid house design and growing supplies.

He put his building skills to good use in orchid growing. Bob was
awarded Life Membership of the Society in 2010 for his services.

Our condolences and best wishes to Norma and the Bush family.

Bob with the Australian Governor-General, Her
Excellency the Honourable Ms Sam Mostyn AC
earlier this year.
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Minutes of the General Meeting — 6 May 2026

Jane Wright opened meeting at 7:30 pm and welcomed everyone to the meeting.
Present: 65, Apologies: 8, Visitors: 10.

Jane introduced the presentation for the night by guest speaker Daniel Webb. Daniel comes from Young and is the
president of the Campbelltown Orchid Society, a long drive from his current home. He owns the boutique nursery
Orkid which was born from his first love of orchids: Phalaenopsis.

Presentation by Daniel Webb from Orkid on Mastering the Art of Phalaenopsis

Daniel became entrenched in orchids early in life thanks to his grandfather who
was the president of the Campbelltown Orchid Society. At age 12 he was charged
with putting out the class cards for their show and noticed his grandmother
always took away class 35: phalaenopsis. When he asked why she had removed
the class she said no one entered them — at the time they were a lot more
expensive than they are now and rarely imported so most people who did have
them didn’t show them. He was given three phalaenopsis by another member
who had decided to move on from growing them and took out all the prizes for
that class, as he was the only one who entered!

He asked people if they had grown phalaenopsis before and took a show of hands
about who grow them, who've killed them, who grew them in glasshouses, or
indoors.

Growing phalaenopsis:

Daniel noted that his most common sentence he hears when at markets is “I
can’t grow phalaenopsis” — many could not get them to bloom again.
Phalaenopsis is the most sold potted flowering plant in the world, with most bred
for large flowers with longer stems, longer life for cut flowers for the florist
industry, and there’s even now a glow in the dark variety (genetically modified
with a kind of plankton).

The majority of commercial phalaenopsis sold in Australia are imported, usually
from Taiwan, for major sellers such as Bunnings. Most commercial ones are
cloned instead of being grown from seed in flasks. Extremely specific
temperature culturing where they’re kept around 27-32C keeps them at a
vegetative state where they won’t flower. Once they’re transplanted to a
finishing pot they’re grown for 20-25 more weeks in a cooler flowering
greenhouse and then transported for sale.

In the wild phalaenopsis are epiphytic, which means the
roots attach to the sides of trees and are wet by the rain
and then dry off quickly. Growers need to try to match
these growing needs of the plant with drainage and
aeration. Commercial nurseries in Taiwan use sphagnum
for phalaenopsis, which works perfectly under their
growing conditions, but can cause problems such as
staying too wet, particularly when in a colder growing
environment.

He asked people how they water their phalaenopsis and
was impressed that the first answer was to let them
draw water by soaking it up. He noted that is one of the

the water which is then drawn up to wet the medium, Phalaenopsis for sale and answered members
then allowed to drain before putting back in their questions after the presentation
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decorative pots. He recommended a good humid environment but too much humidity leads to things like rot. They
like bright, filtered light, instead of direct sunlight—and he told a horror story of how full sun will blister the leaves
badly.

Daniel spoke about various pests to look out for. He recommended repotting in entirely fresh medium, as many
pests that infest phalaenopsis like to live in the medium. He also discussed what to look out for with rot, particularly
if water is left in the crown.

Daniel discussed the 3 phases used in commercial phalaenopsis cultivation.
First phase: vegetative cultivation

Phase two: spike induction

Phase three: finishing

All phases are controlled with temperatures. For the first phase, the plants are grown hot (27-32C) until they have
grown enough to support flowering. For the second phase they moved to another growing house (fluctuating 17-
25C) where the plants cool down and initiate the flower spikes. For the last phase plants are grown in a finishing
greenhouse where they are kept at a moderate, even temperature (17-26C) to allow buds to develop to flowering.

The internet and the dumb things people say about growing phalaenopsis:

Daniel noted that the internet has been the biggest nemesis to people growing the phalaenopsis thanks to
misinformation. He showed some interesting thumbnails and video titles from YouTube, such as slicing garlic and
onion to put into your orchids to magically produce 400% more flower stems.

He also showed his number #1 nemesis online for phalaenopsis: the website ‘Just Add Ice’ — where they suggest
adding 3 ice cubes once a week to phalaenopsis to water them.

Not every phalaenopsis is the same — subgenera within Phalaenopsis have different growing requirements:

Daniel noted that there are warm growing and cool growing subgenera. He showed a large blooming guide graphic
with the different subgenera: Polychilos, Parishiane, Aphyllae, and Phalaenopsis, and the genera Proboscidlodes,
Hygrochilus, and Ornithochilus. Knowing the growing conditions of your species in nature helps you manage your
growing techniques.

Growing a champion orchid:

Daniel showed several photos — his own as well as from overseas — showing the beauty of phalaenopsis in show
settings in a wide array of sizes and colours. He explained how one can manage the flower spikes to get secondary
flowering at the same time as getting new primary spikes.

Daniel then took questions from the members.

The first question was about how Daniel does his fertilising — it is a beer keg system, which was engineered by his
brother that allows him to mix the concentrate in the keg and the solution is then pumped up into the greenhouse
system. He used GT® (growth technology) nutrients (fertilisers).

He was asked about the best way to get rid of scale or mealybug. He said it was critical to kill the entire lifecycle —
spraying every week for as long as their lifespan and thereafter being vigilant is highly important. If you don’t tackle
the lifecycle you won’t win against them.

Daniel was asked about how he handles repotting, especially with lots of wayward air roots. Because the roots can
photosynthesise, they will naturally chase the light, so you’ll always have a lot of air roots even when you put them
back in. When he repots, he gives them a lengthy soak in a water with Auxinone® to allow all the roots to soften and
bend, and winds them into the pot gently, but noted that roots will come out again in time.

A question was asked about algae growth in the pots and if it affects the growth. He noted that it can grow in the
pots but is usually minimal and is not something that negatively impacts them.

He was asked if they can be grown on mounts. Yes! It depends on the growing environment of the species, and if
you’re good at mounting orchids then you can — they will need more frequent watering due to the more rapid
drying of the roots but noted they have beautiful flower presentation as you’re seeing them in their natural growth
state.

David listed the markets he usually attends, including the Farmers Market at EPIC every month.
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Mini Presentation by Mike Pieloor on Testing for virus in your orchid collection

Orchid viruses are a part of the hobby—everyone will encounter one at some point in their growing history. He
emphasised the three major viruses that affect orchids, and the two we can easily test for are Cymbidium mosaic
virus (CymMV) and odontoglossum ringspot virus (ORSV). He said don’t let the names fool you, the orchid name is
the name of the plant in which it was first diagnosed, and the second name is the symptom. They affect ALL orchids.

You can help identify with visual inspections such as leaf and flower symptoms, but test kits are more accurate. Leaf
diagnosis is very hard—many fungal infections can prevent similar discolouration to viruses. Mike presented photos
of how to use the tests along with some videos and noted that he will do a practical demo through the break for
people to see. He said that the vials don’t need a large amount of plant matter to test (less than 1cm is needed,) but
he recommends using an older leaf.

How to manage virus: there is NO treatment. Destruction is the only way to deal with it. Most people treat it heavily
with a chemical and bag it to get rid of it. It must go into landfill, not into our green waste. Virus-loaded plants are a
ticking time bomb: you can risk keeping the plant but things like spider mites are fast transmitters of viruses. Mike
said we will put more information in our Bulletin as well for members to review.

Announcements:

Jane reminded everyone that memberships are due and asked people to see Scott to make sure they are financial.
Mike Pieloor’s new book is for sale at the sale table. She noted that Daniel has many lovely plants for sale and
encouraged members to go see his range and make some purchases.

Jane led a short discussion on managing our orchids through winter. Jane noted she’s had 2 frosts already at her
house. She asked members to give tips on how they have overwintered their plants as we have such a variety of
plants grown in so many conditions in the area. We heard about frost cloth, courtyards arrangements, and taking off
tap timers so that they don’t explode during the cold!

Bailey Dunn presented the popular vote. Robyn Noel presented the judges’ choice.

Jane thanked members for coming to our meeting. Our next meeting we’ll have a presentation from guest speaker
Jim Cootes on Orchids of the Philippines.

Meeting ended at 10pm

Cultural tips for July-August

The weather has so far been slightly milder than usual at this time of year but don’t assume this means a milder
winter.

Check your growing location daily to make sure your plants are getting appropriate moisture, warmth and light. For
plants in greenhouses or indoors keep the air moving to reduce fungal and bacterial problems.

Moisture requirements over winter vary by genus. Continue to be sparing with water for plants that prefer a drier
rest over winter. This includes soft cane dendrobiums, catasetums and tropical deciduous species. While dormant
reduce fertiliser applications and keep them dry until after new growth begins.

Many cymbidiums and native dendrobiums will now be producing flower buds. Ensure spikes have room. Start
staking early to get the best display. Rotating the pot every few weeks will also help get a more balanced and upright
spread of spikes. Also see that emerging spikes clear the edge of the pot, especially the pendant ones. Keep an eye
out for slugs and snails, which love to munch on buds!

Monitor for pests, including scale and mites for plants grown in greenhouses or indoors. They thrive in the drier
warm environment.

Most Australian terrestrials and various exotic terrestrials should now have leaves and be developing buds. If leaves
aren’t showing, don’t throw the pot out as the tuber can still make a replacement for next year. You should aim to
keep them moist (but not sodden) until spring.

Phalaenopsis like a drop in temperature to encourage flower production. Keep the air moving on paphiopedilums
especially those coming into flower.

Check out our book Growing Orchids in Cool Climate Australia for more cultural tips, including instructions for
staking spikes.
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Popular Vote Results: 6 May 2026

# \ Class Name \ Plant ] Owner
OPEN
1 | Australian Epiphyte Cestichis reflexa ‘ Mark Clements
Others Benched: Dockrillia Hot Coals; Cestichis swenssonii; Dendrobium
phalaenopsis
2 | Australian Terrestrial Corysanthes hispida ’ Mike Pieloor
Others Benched: Diplodium laxum x2; Spiranthes australis; Pterostylis collina
3 | Cymbidium Cymbidium erythrostylum ’ Karen Groeneveld
Others Benched: nil
4 | Laeliinae Cattleya perrinii ’ Bill Ferris
Others Benched: Brassavola perrinii; Brassocattleya Hawaii Stars ‘Hisinying’;
Cattleya Unknown; Laelia anceps; Rhyncattleanthe Boy's Grotto; Epidendrum
porpax; Cattleya maxima
5 | Cypripedioideae Paphiopedilum Angela \ Mike Pieloor
Others Benched: Paph. insigne; Paph henryanum; Paph. moquettianum
7 | Oncidiinae Oncidium Sharry Baby ‘Sweet Fragrance’ James Jonklaas
Others Benched: Oncostele Everglades Elegance ‘Nancy Lee’; Leomezia Lava
Burst
8 | Pleurothallidinae Masdevallia Dazzler \ Mike Pieloor
Others Benched: Octomeria crassifolia; Masd. Southern comfort; Restrepia pelyx
9 | Exotic Dendrobiinae Callista palpebrae ‘ Mark Clements
Others Benched: nil
11 | Bulbophyllinae Bulbophyllum rothschildianum ‘ Karen Groeneveld
Others Benched: Bulb. lobbii f. polystictum; Bulbophyllum leucothyrsus.
13 | Exotic terrestrials Disa Ethan ’ Mike Pieloor
Others Benched: Stenoglottis longifolia, Stenoglottis Venus
NOVICE
19 | Any Other Orchid Trichocentrum lanceanum ‘ Na Khanprasert
Others Benched: nil
OPEN Orchid of the Night Bulbophyllum rothschildianum Karen Groeneveld

NOVICE Orchid of the Night

Trichocentrum lanceanum Na Khanprasert

Judges’ Choice - Species

Cattleya maxima Mark Clements

Judges’ Choice - Hybrid

Paphiopedilum Angela Mike Pieloor

Judges’ Choice - Specimen

Cattleya maxima Mark Clements
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OPEN Orchid of the Night

Bulbophyllum rothschildianum

Grown by Karen Groeneveld

This hot to cool-growing Bulbophyllum (syn
Cirrhopetalum) is found in southern Yunnan
(China), NE India, Assam and Myanmar. In
cultivation, it prefers to grow in a basket with a
fast-draining mix, or rafted (on a mount that lies
flat or slightly tilted). It’s quite cool-tolerant, and |
have grown it successfully in both my cool (8C —
26C) and warm greenhouses (14C — 32C). It likes
moderate humidity (mine gets 70-80%); plenty of
water and fertiliser (mine gets Magamp in the
irrigation line, which means it gets small amounts
every time it’s watered); partial shade and good air circulation. My plant seems to enjoy being hung high up in the
greenhouse where it gets a bit more light and air movement. It’s one of the easier and more rewarding
Bulbophyllum species to grow.

NOVICE Orchid of the Night
Trichocentrum lanceanum

Grown by Na Khanprasert

| have owned this orchid for two and a half years and have found it
easy to grow. It has grown quite quickly so it has been divided and
repotted.

It has been kept in the cooler part of the greenhouse. During the
summer months it was watered twice weekly and once weekly in
the cooler months. | have grown it in bark with a few stones on
top.

Judges’ Choice — Species and Specimen
Cattleya maxima

Grown by Mark Clements

C. maxima is the only cattleya that grows on the Pacific
side of the western slopes of the Andes in an extended
area ranging from Peru northward through Ecuador.

Itis found at elevations of 10 to 1500 meters in seasonally
dry area and is cool to warm growing.

(Comments by editor)
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Judges’ Choice - Hybrid
Paphiopedilum Angela

Grown by Mike Pieloor

Paphiopedilum Angela is an orchid hybrid originated by Mrs Cookson in 1910. It is
a cross of Paph. fairrieanum x Paph. niveum. It is called a primary hybrid because
itis a cross between two species.

It is considered easy to grow although is reported to yield infertile seed — indeed,
there is only 1 registered hybrid from it.

(Comments by Editor)

Minutes of the General Meeting -3 June 2026

President Jane Wright opened meeting at 7:30 pm and welcomed everyone to the meeting.
Present: 61, Apologies: 4, Visitors: 3.

Mike Pieloor introduced Jim Cootes, our speaker tonight.

Presentation by Jim Cootes on An Overview of The Orchids of the Philippines

Jim explained that his interest in the orchids of the Philippines began in the 1980s He showed a map of the
Philippines, and some images of the different habitats. He followed with exceptional images of many orchid species;
some of which were of plants he assisted in both identifying and naming with his friends and colleagues (or were
named after him.) He touched on some of features that earned them their names, pollinators, and their specific
microhabitats in the wild.

Some of the orchid images Jim showed are on the next page.

Jane thanked Jim for his presentation and offered him a copy of our book, Growing Orchids in Cold Climate Australia.
Announcements:

Jane reminded members that subs are due.

She noted that we have purchased more virus kits for members to purchase. She asked how other members went
with their tests. Some members reported all negative results but a few had positive results. Mike Pieloor noted that
positives are not necessarily a bad thing as it helps us eliminate plants that could risk collections, and Jane said that it
is good being able to label a plant for sale as ‘tested negative for CymMV and ORSV’!

Jane said that our next meeting will be the AGM, and that we are currently working out positions on the committee
and encouraged people who think they could contribute to please reach out to her. Due to the growth of our
society, she said we are also looking to expand our committee as there is no shortage of jobs that need attention
that often fall on only a few shoulders.

Our new society website is now live! It has been a big effort, particularly for Bill Ferris, to load all the Bulletins and
new growing guides. There is still more to come, including more graphics, information and resources. Jane asked for
feedback to be sent in so that the website can be improved continuously.

She also mentioned that our Instagram account is now active again.

Bailey Dunn presented the popular vote.
David Brooks presented the judges’ choices.

Jane thanked members for coming to our meeting and particularly Jim Cootes for such a wonderful talk. Our meeting
in July will comprise the AGM and a presentation by Andrea Robold on her attendance at the World Orchid
Conference in Dresden, Germany.

Meeting ended at 9:07pm
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Some Philippine Orchids shown by Jim Cootes

Dendrochilum uncatum

Dendrobium ceraula

Bulbophyllum lasianthum

N

Bulbophyllum magquilingense Aerides magnifica
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Popular Vote Results: 3 June 2026

# Class Name

Plant ‘ Owner

OPEN

1 Australian Epiphyte

Dendrobium Hilda Poxon | Brian Dear

Others Benched: Dendrobium bigibbum var compactum

2 Australian Terrestrial

Corysanthes hispida ‘Wulgulmerang’ ‘ David Judge

Others Benched: Acianthus fornicatus x2; Acianthus scopulus; Diplodium laxum
x2; Diplodum sp aff obtusum; Pterostylis x ralphcranei

3 Cymbidium Cymbidium Toni Benton ‘ David Judge
Others Benched: nil
4 | Laeliinae Brassocattleya Nakornpanthome Silver \ Mike Pieloor

Others Benched: Laelia gouldiana; Rhycolaeliocattleya California Girl ‘Orchid
Library’; Cattlianthe Final Blue

5 Cypripedioideae

Paphiopedilum In-Charm Gold x Yi-Ying Brian Shelvey

Colorful Clouds

Others Benched: Paph. Hengduan Sweetheart; Paph. Montebello’s Delight Ho;
Paph. gratrixianum var. christensonionum x2; Paph. moquettianum; Paph.
spicerianum ‘Laxmi’; Paph. insigne f. sanderae; Paph gratixianum ‘Geyserland’,
Paph villosum

6 Monopodial Vandae

Phalaenopsis tetraspis ’ David Judge

Others Benched: nil

7 Oncidiinae

Oncidium Tsiku Marguerite ‘Hof’ ‘ Brian Shelvey

Others Benched: Miltonia Sandy’s Cove; Leonesezia Lava Burst ‘Puanami’

8 Pleurothallidinae

Pleurothallis dilemma ‘ Jane Wright

Others Benched: Restrepia brachypus

10 | Coelogyninae

Coelogyne fimbriata ‘ Karen Groeneveld

Others Benched: nil

13 Exotic Terrestrial

Pterostylis repanda | Mike Pieloor

Others Benched: nil

14 | Any Other Orchid

Cycnodes Opalina ‘Bakers Green Goblin’ ‘ Andrea Robold

Others Benched: Mediocalcar decoratum

NOVICE

15 | Australian Native

Acianthus fornicatus ’ J Hamilton/Brooks

Others Benched: nil

19 | Any Other Orchid

Leonesezia Lava Burst ‘ Na Khanprasert

Others Benched: Bulbophyllum masterianum; Phragmipedium Calarun

OPEN Orchid of the Night Brassocattleya Nakornpanthome Silver Mike Pieloor
NOVICE Orchid of the Night Leonesezia Lava Burst Na Khanprasert
Judges’ Choice - Species Pterostylis repanda Mike Pieloor
Judges’ Choice - Hybrid Brassocattleya Nakornpanthome Silver Mike Pieloor
Judges’ Choice - Specimen Brassocattleya Nakornpanthome Silver Mike Pieloor
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OPEN Orchid of the Night, Judges’ Choice — Hybrid, Judges’ Choice - Specimen
Brassocattleya Nakornpathome Silver

Grown by Mike Pieloor

This hybrid’s lineage is Brassocattleya binosa x
Brassavola nodosa, meaning it is 75% Brassavola
nodosa. The cattleya in the background has increased
the size of the flowers.

| bought this plant as a seedling in a 50mm tube in
2021 from Alice’s orchids. It’s been a strong grower
for me. Although it doesn’t have a clonal name, it was
listed as a mericlone.

Mix and potting: Any well drained mix. | used coarse
bark and scoria. It prefers good air movement.

Light and temperature: Very bright light. They can
even handle full sun in winter. Although it can be
grown cooler, it does better above 10 degrees through
winter.

Water: | water this the same time | water all my Cattleya. It prefers to dry out between watering.

Fertiliser: Regular, weak liquid fertiliser with a topping of slow release in spring.

NOVICE Orchid of the Night
Leonesezia Lava Burst

Grown by Na Khanprasert

Leomesezia Lava Burst is a popular miniature hybrid orchid
known for producing branched spikes of numerous, vibrant
red-to-orange flowers. Prized for its compact size and long-
lasting, ember-like blooms

It prefers bright indirect light and prefers consistent
moisture and not allowed to dry out. It prefers intermediate
to warm growing conditions.

(Comments by Editor)

Membership subscriptions are overdue

The membership year begins 1 May, so membership subscriptions are overdue if you have yet to pay.
Single $25.00; Family or Joint $30.00; Junior (younger than 17 years) and full-time students $5.00.
Pay Treasurer Scott Mann at meetings, or direct deposit to our bank account:

Orchid Society of Canberra Inc.

BSB: 032719
Account Number: 620848
with your surname in the bank’s ‘reference’ field and advise treasurer@canberraorchids.org
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Judges’ Choice - Specimen
Pterostylis repanda

Grown by Mike Pieloor

This species comes from New
Caledonia. It grows the same as our
Australian Pterostylis and is possibly
one of the easiest species to grow
and flower.

Plants grow from a tuber and
multiply by producing daughter
tubers that will grow again the
following season. One tuber can
produce 2-4 new tubers, meaning
you can have a pot full in only a
couple of years.

More detail in the book ‘Growing Australian Terrestrial Orchids’.

Mix and potting: Any well drained mix or mix that retains moisture. A native soil mix with extra drainage works. I've
also used sphagnum moss and perlite. Repot the tubers while they are dormant in summer.

Light and temperature: Light to medium shade. Best grown outside as they are cool growing. They can survive down
to -6 C as long as they are protected from frost.

Water: Moist while actively growing from early autumn through to early summer. Reduce watering once the leaves
start to go yellow. Reduce watering even further when the leaves have gone and the pot is completely dormant.
Make sure some moisture always remains in the pot or the tubers will dry out. Too much moisture during dormancy
and the tubers may rot.

Fertiliser: | use slow-release fertiliser on the top of the pots in autumn. They also get liquid fertiliser occasionally
while actively growing

Orchid Virus Testing

The Society has purchased virus kits from Barrita Orchids, which is the sole Australian importer of the Agitest™ rapid
test for cymbidium mosaic virus (CymMYV) and odontoglossum ringspot virus (ORSV). The instructions for their use
can be found at the following link: Directions for use of the Agitest™ — Barrita Orchids . It is a straightforward process
and takes less than 30 minutes. Kits are available to purchase from the sales table at meetings or by contacting the
treasurer, Scott Mann, at treasurer@canberraorchids.org.

If your plant tests negative for these 2 viruses but still shows suspicious symptoms, the next step is to send it for
testing to TASAG ELISA, New Town Research Laboratories, 13 St John’s Avenue, New Town, Tasmania 7008. Send a
10cm piece of leaf or flower, labelled, in sandwich bags (sealed and double-bagged). The current price is $29.24 (incl
GST) and they test for orchid fleck virus (OFV) as well as CymMV and ORSV. Contact details: (03) 6165 3250,
shane.hossel@nre.tas.gov.au.
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