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Vandeae

Origin

This is a large group of predominantly tropical genera and species
from India and Asia to Australia and the Pacific as well as Africa and
Madagascar. In nature, they tend to be epiphytic on trees high in
the canopy. They have a monopodial growth habit, which means
they grown in a fan shape and do not form clumps readily.

Genera include Vanda, Renanthera, Rhyncostylis, Angraecum,
Aeranthes, Aerides

Where to grow them

In our environment, the tropical species and hybrids are
greenhouse plants, although there are some species and hybrids
that are more cold-tolerant, such as Vanda coerulescens, V. garayi,
V. tricolor, Renanthera monachica, Aeranthes grandifiora.

Light and temperature

Light requirements vary, but as a rule, the narrower and harder the leaf, the brighter the light preferred. A
minimum night temperature of 10°C is needed to keep the plants growing. Bright light and warm
temperatures are required for these orchids.

Potting medium
Most are best grown on mounts or in open baskets or basket pots so the roots can trail and dangle.

Repotting and subdivision

Because these are monopodial, they seldom need repotting. However, when they become too leggy a top cut
with a few roots can be taken and put into a new basket or remounted. Sometime the remaining stump will
sprout a new lead so it is worth keeping for a few months in case.

Fertiliser
In the warmer months, plants should be fertilised with a weak solution over the roots regularly.

Watering
The roots are adapted to almost daily wet and dry cycles, which means regular watering is a must.

Flowering
Flowering is generally in spring to summer. The flowers are long-lasting.

More detailed information on orchid growing can be found in Growing Orchids in Cool Climate Australia (2nd
Edition) by M J Fraser, ] Wright, W Ferris (2013) or from the Canberra Orchid Society which holds monthly
meetings.

See the web site for book and meeting details.
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