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Thelychiton speciosus (Rock Orchid)
(previously Dendrobium speciosum)

Origin

Thelychiton speciosus is a variable species from the east coast
of Australia from far north Cape York in Queensland down to
north-eastern Victoria. It most commonly grows on rocks and
cliff faces, hence its common name, but can also be found on
tree branches.

Where to grow them
Thelychiton speciosus is an extremely tough, hardy species that is very easy to grow. In Canberra, it can be
grown in unheated greenhouses, or even outside, as long it is protected from winter frosts.

Light and temperature

This species requires very bright light for it to grow and flower well and can take a lot of direct sunlight,
especially important in winter to initiate flowering. However, provide some shade from the intense afternoon
summer sun. Thelychiton speciosus can tolerate temperatures from near freezing to over 40 °C but can be
severely damaged by frosts. A position under cover where it receives some direct sunshine is ideal.

Potting medium

Thelychiton speciosus should be grown in an extremely coarse, fast drying medium. Pine bark as coarse as 20-
30 mm should be used for large plants. Inorganic matter, such as pebbles, scoria and charcoal can be added to
ensure better drainage. Use shallow pots to ensure the potting mix dries out rapidly.

Repotting and subdivision

Thelychiton speciosus multiplies rapidly, quickly outgrowing its pot. Repot into a larger pot that allows around
two to three years growth. Remove the potting mix and dead roots and repot into a fresh mix. The best time to
repot is after the plant has initiated some new growths which will then produce lots of new roots, establishing
the plant. Very large plants can be split into separate divisions, ideally with be 4 or 5 growths per division.

Fertiliser
Thelychiton speciosus is a heavy feeder and responds well to pelleted forms of organic fertilisers such as blood
and bone or dynamic lifter. Osmocote applied in spring can also be used.

Watering

During the warmer growing season, plants should be watered regularly — up to twice a week in summer. In
winter, watering should be greatly reduced (every 3-4 weeks). Care should be taken when watering plants
with soft new growths to avoid water sitting in the shoot, as these are very prone to rot.

Flowering

In Canberra, Thelychiton speciosus flowers between late August and mid-October. The heavily fragrant flowers
range in shades of white and yellow and last around 3 weeks. Plants often have exceptional flowering every
five years or so with sporadic flowering in between. In some years, plants may not flower at all.

More detailed information on orchid growing can be found in Growing Orchids in Cool Climate Australia (2nd
Edition) by M J Fraser, J Wright, W Ferris (2013) or from the Canberra Orchid Society which holds monthly
meetings.

See the web site for book and meeting details.
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