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Sarcochilus (Butterfly Orchid) 
 
Origin 
These orchids are native to Australia and New Caledonia. Most 
species are found in shady humid gullies and rainforests. In nature 
they typically grow on rocks although some grow on tree trunks. 
 
Where to grow them 
Sarcochilus orchids are reasonably cold tolerant and grow well in 
Canberra but should be protected from frost. They can grow under 
a tree or verandah in summer but need some protection in winter 
in an unheated greenhouse, protected verandah, or inside on a 
windowsill. They like high humidity and if grown inside should not 
be located near heaters. 
 
Light and temperature 
They prefer a cool semi shade or low light location and some 
morning sun but no direct sun from late morning on in warmer 
months. Under 50-80% shade cloth is ideal. They need to be 
protected from hot afternoon sun. Locating them low under a 
bench in summer in a shade-house protects them from high 

temperatures. They tolerate temperatures as low as 4-6°C in winter.  
 
Potting medium 
They prefer a well-drained relatively coarse growing medium such as a mix of orchid bark, perlite and scoria. 
 
Repotting and subdivision 
Plants can be subdivided when they outgrow their pot or placed in a larger pot (potting on). They are best 
repotted during their active growing season from March to early winter. They prefer low squat pots with very 
good drainage. 
 
Fertilizer 
Like most orchids they prefer a weak liquid orchid fertilizer applied monthly or a slow-release fertilizer applied 
twice a year. 
 
Watering 
They need to be kept moist and should be watered at least twice a week in summer, reducing to once a 
fortnight in winter. 
 
Flowering 
They come in a range of colours including white, yellow, red and apricot with plain or speckled markings. They 
typically flower from mid-October to December. Flowers last for at least 4 to 6 weeks. 
 
 

More detailed information can be found in Growing Orchids in Cool Climate Australia (2nd Edn) by M J Fraser, J 
Wright, W Ferris (2013) or from the Canberra Orchid Society which holds monthly meetings. 

 See the web site for book and meeting details. 

 


