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Pleurothallidinae – Masdevallia and relatives  
` 
Origin 
This is a large (perhaps 4000 species) and diverse group of orchids 
from Central and South America, many from the cloud forests of 
the Andes. They are generally small plants with interesting, often 
colourful flowers. 
 
Where to grow them 
In our environment, they are best grown in a cool greenhouse, or 
indoors in bright indirect light. 
 
Light and temperature 
Although these orchids come from a wide range of environments 
in nature, in cultivation most grow well in bright indirect light. A 
minimum temperature in winter of 4-8°C is usually sufficient for 
most species. It is most important to keep the summer maximum 
temperatures less than 35°C.  An evaporative cooler is an 
inexpensive way to keep the temperature down and humidity up 
in summer. 
 
Potting medium 
Many growers use sphagnum moss successfully. Others use fine bark mixed with perlite. Some 
species do better when mounted on tree fern. 
 
Repotting and subdivision 
Repot these annually, in autumn to spring. Avoid repotting in the hottest months when they are 
under the most stress. When dividing, keep at least 5 leaves together if possible. These plants look 
best when grown into a substantial clump.  
 
Fertilizer 
Use slow-release fertiliser at repotting or a weak solution of orchid fertiliser during the growing 
season. 
 
Watering 
These plants lack pseudobulbs so cannot store water and need watering regularly through the year. 
 
Flowering 
The main flowering period is late winter into spring, although even a small collection should have a 
flower or two all year. 
 
 

 

More detailed information on orchid growing can be found in Growing Orchids in Cool Climate 
Australia (2nd Edition) by M J Fraser, J Wright, W Ferris (2013) or from the Canberra Orchid Society 
which holds monthly meetings.  

See the web site for book and meeting details. 

 


