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Paphiopedilum (Slipper Orchid)

Origin

Tropical and highland forests of South-East Asia, southern China and
northern India.

Where to grow them

Paphiopedilums need protection year-round in Canberra and are grown
indoors or in a greenhouse. They make good house plants. Place near a
window that gets bright, indirect light, such as an east or south facing
window.

Light and temperature

Provide bright but indirect light. Healthy leaves are a medium green. Dark
green leaves mean too little light.

Most do well at normal house temperatures. Keep them above 10°C. Keep water off the leaves in cold
weather. Multifloral paphiopedilums need a drop in night temperature to help trigger flowering.

Potting medium

Paphiopedilums need a mix that holds some moisture but still drains well and lets air reach the roots. A fine to
medium bark mix with added perlite works well. Some growers add 5 to 10% sphagnum moss for moisture.

Repotting and subdivision

Repot every 1 to 2 years, or sooner if the mix breaks down. Fresh mix keeps the roots healthy. Repot in spring
when temperatures are mild and new growth is active. Remove the old mix gently and trim away any dead
roots. The roots break easily, so handle with care. Set the oldest growth against the edge of the pot. Use a pot
just big enough for the roots to avoid the mix remaining wet for too long.

Paphiopedilums flower better as larger clumps. If you divide a large plant, keep at 3 three growths in each
piece. Use clean, sterilised tools.

Fertiliser

Feed regularly with a weak orchid fertilizer at about half or quarter the recommended strength. Apply through
the year. Paphiopedilums are light feeders and too much fertilizer damages the roots. Flush the pot with plain
water every month or so to wash out any built-up salts.

Watering

Paphiopedilums have no pseudobulbs and cannot store water, so they must not dry out. Keep the mix moist,
but never soggy. Water about once or twice a week, more often in warm weather and less in winter. Water in
the morning so the plant dries by night. Let the pot drain fully and never leave it standing in water. Do not
allow water to sit in the crown as it can cause rot.

Flowering

Paphiopedilums flower mostly from autumn to spring, with long-lasting flowers. Each growth flowers only
once. Once a flower stem has died back, cut it off at the base. The most common reason a healthy plant fails
to flower is not enough light.

More detailed information on orchid growing can be found in Growing Orchids in Cool Climate Australia (2nd
Edition) by M J Fraser, J Wright, W Ferris (2013) or from the Canberra Orchid Society which holds monthly
meetings.

See the web site for book and meeting details.
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