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Oncidiums (Dancing ladies) and related hybrids

Origin

Oncidiums originate in Central and South America, mostly in cooler

mountainous regions. Most grow as epiphytes in trees and on rocks

but some are terrestrial. Dwarf forms are available.

This group includes genera such as Oncidium, Miltonia, Miltoniopsis,
Tolumnia and their hybrids.

Where to grow them
They are best grown in a heated glasshouse or sunroom as they are
warm growers and do not tolerate frosts.

Light and temperature

Their temperature requirements depend on their origin. They prefer temperatures in the range 8-30°C. Where
the minimum temperature is kept at 8°C through heating, plants will initiate growth earlier and have larger
pseudobulbs and flower better. Humidity must be kept higher as temperature increases.

They prefer about 50-70% shade in summer but higher light in winter. Reddish green or yellow foliage
indicates too much light, dark green insufficient light.

Potting medium
They can be grown mounted on wood, bark or tree-fern slabs or gown in pots or wooden baskets. As they
have fine roots, they do best with a smaller grade (9-12mm) bark/pearlite 50:50 mix.

Repotting and subdivision
Plants can be repotted as soon as they have commenced active growth when shoots are 5-7cm tall and green
root tips are present. Ensure you have at least 3 bulbs and a new shoot to a division when subdividing.

Fertilizer
Apply a weak solution of orchid fertiliser frequently during the growing season.

Watering

Plants prefer frequent watering in warmer months but must be allowed to dry out between watering.
Mounted plants need to be watered more frequently. They like a drier rest during cooler winter months after
flowering finishes in April-May and they become dormant. Misting is advantageous in very hot weather.

Flowering
Oncidiums are often called ‘Dancing ladies’ as the flowers flutter in the breeze. Flowering occurs throughout
the year depending on the genera and species.

More detailed information on orchid growing can be found in Growing Orchids in Cool Climate Australia (2nd
Edition) by M J Fraser, ] Wright, W Ferris (2013) or from the Canberra Orchid Society which holds monthly
meetings.

See the web site for book and meeting details.
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