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Dockrillia 
 
Origin 
Dockrillia species are epiphytic or lithophytic plants found in Australia, New 
Guinea, New Caledonia, Timor, Fiji, Samoa and Tahiti. Dockrillia species are 
distinguished from Dendrobium species in part by their lack of a 
pseudobulb, single fleshy leaf and pollination by native bees.  
 
All Australian native orchids are protected and cannot be collected from the 
wild, but most are available from licensed commercial growers.   
 
Recently Australian Dockrillia species have been crossed with New Guinea 
species to produce purple-coloured flowers.  
 
Light and temperature requirements 
Most dockrillias are tolerant of a wide range of temperatures but should be 
protected from frost, particularly those from tropical areas. They tolerate 
temperatures of 1-40°C but prefer milder conditions in a shade house.  

They prefer strong light and can be grown under 40% shade cloth over 
summer but will take full sun in winter.  

Potting Medium 
The larger growing species do well mounted on slabs of tree fern or cork. 
Those that clump can be grown in small pots or baskets in a bark-based 
medium. Creeping types must be grown on a slab.  

Repotting and subdivision 
They should be divided and repotted or placed on a new slab in late spring as 
new roots begin to grow.  

Fertiliser 
Fertilisers are generally not required as they grow in nutrient deficient 
environments however very dilute fertilizer can be applied to promote 
better flowering. 

Watering 
They prefer a drier winter period to promote flowering in the spring. They 
need to be well drained. Plants grown on slabs need to be watered every 2-
3 days in hot weather.  
 
Flowering 
They flower from winter through to spring. 

 

More detailed information can be found in Growing Orchids in Cool Climate 
Australia (2nd Edn) by M J Fraser, J Wright, W Ferris (2013) or from the 
Canberra Orchid Society which holds monthly meetings.  

See the web site for book and meeting details. 

Dockrillia  linguiformis 

Dockrillia striolata 

Dockrillia teretifolia 


