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Bulbophyllum 
 
Origin 
Bulbophyllum is the largest and most geographically diverse genus of orchids, with 
over 1500 species. They are epiphytes growing in tropical regions across the 
world, including Australia. They range from miniatures with tiny flowers, to 
spectacular, large plants. 
 
Where to grow them 
Most species grow naturally in rainforests, so are best suited to greenhouse culture, as they prefer warm 
temperatures and high humidity, with good air circulation.  
 
Light and temperature 
Most Bulbophyllum species and hybrids require warm temperatures to thrive, with winter minimums of 15oC 
and daytime temperatures of up to 32oC, although some species that grow in more temperate areas or at high 
altitudes are tolerant of cooler nights, down to 10oC. Given the diversity, check where your plant grows naturally 
and its growing conditions. Semi-shade is the general rule with “bulbos”. 
 
Potting medium 
In their natural habitat, most Bulbophyllum species grow as epiphytes on trees in wet forests. They generally 
have quite fine, shallow roots on creeping rhizomes. They grow best mounted on bark or tree fern slabs; or 
planted in shallow baskets or pots with a fine, well-draining mix, such as fine orchid bark with perlite added for 
aeration and drainage. 
 
Repotting and subdivision 
If mounted, or grown in baskets, most bulbos can go some years without repotting – space being the main 
limitation (although soggy mix in a basket means it’s time to repot). It’s OK for them to overhang their 
pots/mounts if they are in a suitably humid environment. They can be propagated from the creeping rhizomes 
but make sure you get a section with at least 4-5 healthy pseudobulbs to start with. 
 
Fertilizer 
Fertilise regularly during the growing season, with a weak orchid fertiliser (avoid fertilising over winter); flush 
periodically to avoid salt build-up; or use a slow-release fertiliser in spring and autumn.  
 
Watering 
Most Bulbophyllum species and hybrids like it moist all year round, although those species that come from 
monsoonal areas will benefit from a winter ‘rest’ (less water for a period in winter). In any case, they will require 
less water and humidity when temperatures are cooler over winter. 
 
Flowering 
Flowering season depends on the species but may be from late winter to autumn. While bulbos generally prefer 
a shady environment, flowering may be suppressed if light levels are too low – try increasing light levels a bit in 
autumn-winter if your plants fail to flower when you expect them to. As most species rely on flies for pollination, 
the flowers are often smelly! 
 
More detailed information on orchid growing can be found in Growing Orchids in Cool Climate Australia (2nd 
Edition) by M J Fraser, J Wright, W Ferris (2013) or from the Canberra Orchid Society which holds monthly 
meetings.  

See the web site for book and meeting details. 


