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Next Meetings 

Wednesday 6 May - Daniel Webb will talk on 

phalaenopsis and have flowering plants for sale. 

Wednesday 3 June - Jim Cootes will talk on Orchids 

of the Philippines.  

Wednesday 1 July – AGM and Andrea Robold will 

talk on her visit to the 24th World Orchid Congress 

in Germany. 

Upcoming Events 

May 15-17 - Orchids Out West: Hawkesbury 
Showground, Clarendon.  

July 11 – Shoalhaven Orchid Society: Bomaderry 
Community Centre, Bomaderry. 

July 18-19 – Batemans Bay Orchid and Foliage 
Society. Bomaderry Community Centre, Bomaderry. 

August 7-9. -National Orchid Extravaganza. Arena 
Sports Club, Yagoona. 

August 7-8 – Saphire Coast Orchid Club. Tyford Hall, 
Merimbula. 

August 21-22 - St Ives Orchid Fair – St Ives 
Showground 
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From the President  

We’ve had a couple of frosts already at our place. Make sure your heaters are working and cut back on watering. 

It’s a good time of year to check out the orchid shows and fairs. The next big event is Orchids Out West on 15-17 
May at the Hawkesbury Showground in Clarendon NSW. There’s always a great show of plants there and lots of 
vendors. If you are planning to do a little travelling in NSW over the next few months, make sure to check the 
OSNSW website (www.orchidsocietynsw.com.au) for the list of upcoming shows. 

I attended the Manly-Warringah Orchid Auction and bid on plants for several members and got a few. I also 
bought some good quality plants for very good prices that I’ll be presenting on the sales table over the next few 
months. 

Also, the AGM is on in July. We have shifted it from June to July to take some pressure off getting the audit done 
in time. We will need one or two new committee members. Being on committee means you’ll have input to how 
the society is run, so people with ideas are most definitely welcome. People new to the society are especially 
welcome, to bring that perspective to the management of the society. Most of our committee meetings are by 
zoom these days. Chat to any member of the committee if you are interested. The nomination form is being sent 
with this bulletin. 

 

Virus, virus, virus 

The society has decided to get a bulk order of virus kits from Barrita Orchids. These kits test for Odontoglossum 
Ringspot Virus and Cymbidium Mosaic Virus, the most common viruses in Australian collections. By buying in bulk, 
we are getting a good price and will be able to sell them on a cost-recovery basis at about $10 each. If you are 
planning to break up an older/heirloom plant and sell the divisions, it would be prudent to test the mother plant 
first. If it is clean, you can reassure buyers of the fact and if it isn’t, you can dispose of the plant before doing a lot 
of work. It is always good practice to test plants that look a little suss. $10 is a small cost to protect your 
collection. 

 

Culture notes for May-June 

Generally, less water is better in cooler conditions. Ease back watering on your Australian dendrobiums as their 
growths mature. Some plants that require dormancy (like Catasetinae and Pleione) or require a dry period to 
initiate flowering (like softcane dendrobiums) should have their watering reduced or even withheld. By contrast, 
keep water up to your Australian terrestrials but be careful to ensure good airflow and prevent pots sitting in 
afternoon sun. 

Ensure plants get adequate sunlight. With the sun lower in the sky overshadowing is more likely. 

Reduce fertiliser. Your plants will generally slow down over winter, so will have less need for nutrients. Use a 
fertiliser that orchids can tolerate. Always follow the instructions. 

Make sure your warmer growing plants have the right temperature conditions overnight. Move orchids at risk of 
frost damage to more sheltered locations or if in a greenhouse make sure heating is working. Also, if possible, 
consider placing plants in a higher position in the greenhouse. 

Check your cymbidiums to see if they have flower spikes. To get the best presentation from your non-pendulous 
cymbidiums, the spikes will need to be staked when roughly 10cm long and the plants can be rotated regularly to 
give a more uniform flowering. 

Monitor for pests that are active in the cooler months. Fungus gnats and mites are active now. You can grow 
sundews to help manage many pests. 

Check out our book Growing Orchids in Cool Climate Australia for more cultural tips, including instructions for 
staking spikes. 

http://www.orchidsocietynsw.com.au/
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New Members 

We welcome Kerri-Ann Pitt-Lancaster, Robert River, Vathy Nagalingam and Jack Hilton to the society and hope 

you enjoy your association with us. 

South and West Autumn Workshop 

Bateman’s Bay Orchid and Foliage Society hosted an excellent workshop in March – super job guys and gals. 
Martin Montebello (Shoalhaven Soc), Jane Wright and Mike Pieloor gave talks. Richard Mayoh was there wearing 
his Brindabella Orchids hat, and the Canberra members did a roaring trade on the society sales table. 

Next year it is our turn to host. If you have suggestions of vendor/speakers you like to see, your committee will be 
glad to hear them. 

Changes to Championship Prizes for the show 

After discussion at the monthly meeting and further discussion within committee, it was clear that the engraved 
glasses are very desirable for people who have won very few (not so, those whose cupboards are full!). So, we 
have decided to keep the engraved glasses but offer the winners the option of glasses or a larger cash/voucher 
prize. It will work as follows: 

• We will buy sashes to use on the day to highlight the winning plants and to be reused year after year. 

• We will produce certificates as normal which are displayed with the plants at the show, to be kept by the 
owners. 

• We will confirm which champion growers prefer glassware and arrange the engraving after the show. They 
will be presented at the first monthly meeting after the engraving is finished. 

• For those who don’t want glasses we will allocate vouchers to a higher value, also to be given out at the next 
meeting with the glassware so all prizes are presented at once.  

 

Minutes of the General Meeting Wednesday 4 March 2026 

President Jane Wright opened meeting at 7:30 pm and welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Present: 61, Apologies: 0, Visitors: 3. 

Jane introduced our presentation for the night which is from our Treasurer (and long-standing member) about his 
trip to the Kadoorie Farm and Botanic Garden in Hong Kong. 

Presentation by Scott Mann on Kadoorie Farm and Botanic Garden 

Hong Kong’s native orchid flora - a photographic survey 

Scott started his presentation by discussing the history of the Kadoorie family, one of the most successful 
business families of the 1800s. They were a Jewish family from Baghdad who built a commercial empire across 
Asia, which in modern days extends to Australia. The Kadoorie family own China Light and Power, which is the 
parent company of Energy Australia. They set up a mountainside farm on Tai Mo Shan in 1951, with an emphasis 
on giving back to the community by teaching refugees agriculture. 

Hong Kong’s traditional name translates to ‘fragrant harbour’ due to the trees that are used to make incense 
growing there. This might seem odd given the pollution it has these days. 34°C is usually the in the humid 
subtropic climate. 

The Orchid Haven is around halfway up the mountain. Hong Kong has 130 native orchid species, rather notable 
given the dense urbanisation. Scott showed photos of the naturalisation planting/display work they do at KFBG 
for conservation—such as man-made walls where bulbophyllums and coelogynes grow. Throughout the gardens 
there are many epiphytic orchids growing on camphor trees. 

Scott described some of the genera that are grown in KFBG, beginning with Bulbophyllum — noting there are 
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about 20 species of bulbophyllum native to Hong Kong. “It’s wild to see something we have to grow in glass 
houses here growing in large mats.” He proceeded to show several unnamed species in flower in the gardens.  

Next he showed a coelogyne — they grow everywhere in Hong Kong and are the most commonly found native 
orchid. 

Cymbidiums were next, noting they’re iconic orchids of Asia as they’ve been revered in Chinese culture for over 
2,500 years. He showed photos of Cymbidium aloifolium where they’d self-seeded on rock walls in the gardens.  

He showcased dendrobium, noting that there are several of them endemic to the region. He then showed several 
named species such as Dendrobium lindleyi, Den. wilsonii, and Den. nobile, with photos of how they grow there in 
KFBG. He also showcased a video of a Dendrobium loddigesii growing on a massive 150-year-old camphor tree 
with hundreds of flowers with a huge mat of them anchored over the tree.  

Additional species are seen there such as Diplorora champion, Tania honkongensis, Pholidota chinesis. Other 
genera there are Habenaria, Phaius, Calanthe, and many more. While they do some orchid conservation at KFBG 
it’s not their major focus — they mostly focus on habitat loss, illegal wild collection, climate change and invasive 
species, in addition to promoting agriculture. 

Scott finished the presentation noting he has a 1,000-piece puzzle with ‘Hong Kong Botanicals’ which will be given 
to the winner of the Orchid of the Night.  

Jane thanked Scott for his presentation. She noted she was awed when she first got to see photos of the Den. 
loddigesii from him as it put any plants she had seen to shame.  

A PDF copy of the presentation will be available on the member page. 

Announcements:  

Krysia brought some of the orchid library stock to the meeting to show people what we have on offer to borrow 
from our resources. She has put all the 2025 Orchid Australia issues into a folder for loan. She has also done a 
year worth of Orchid Digest in a set, noting she didn’t want to loan them out one issue at a time. She also brought 
a copy of The Orchid Thief which is available to borrow as well.  

Krysia also put some duplicate issues of magazines on the give-away table for people to take. 

Jacquie read out names to go check out the giveaway table first. 

Break from 8:10pm to 8:34pm  

Jane had some 2023 AOC certificates for David Judge and Mike Pieloor which were presented to them. 

HSOC Autumn Show is on the weekend (7-8 March). Jane gave information for members who are benching on 
what day/time to arrive and when to collect plants. 

Mike Pieloor’s book is being released officially! Called Growing Australian Terrestrial Orchids he’ll have copies of it 
at a reduced price for members at the next meeting. 

Jane discussed the prizes for winners at the yearly show—presently the championships are glass trophies with 
engravings, and she mentioned that there are frequent winners who have whole cupboards of them now. There 
have been discussions as to alternatives to glasses, such as having sashes, or having better cash or larger voucher 
prizes. Jane commented that returning to perpetual trophies would cost a small fortune as all would need to be 
purchased again, and it’s a lot of work for someone to manage over the years. Jane asked members who haven’t 
won many or any glass trophies to give their to get opinions as to what might suit, and several said that they liked 
the glasses. The option of medals or sashes were discussed, including undated sashes that could be used just on 
the day but would remain in the society to be used for the next year. Cash prizes were also discussed. As it stands, 
the glasses cost around $600, and we give out around $1000 of vouchers; with most of those vouchers donated. 
Jane thanked people for their ideas and said that the committee will discuss the subject further and decide. 

Derek Corrigan discussed a new publication called Australian Orchid Research (Vol. 7) from the Australian Orchid 
Foundation which includes a description of 184 new Australian orchid species. One is named after our very own 
Mark Clements. Derek has a copy on hand that people can come and check through before the end of the 
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meeting. They are for sale for $72 only from the Australian Orchid Foundation. You can order a copy here: 
https://australianorchidfoundation.org.au/australia-orchid-research-volume-7/  

Robyn Noel presented the judges’ choice and Mike Pieloor presented the popular vote. 

Jane thanked members for coming to our meeting. At our next meeting we’ll have a presentation from Gary 
Hodder on Southeast Asian deciduous dendrobiums. 

Meeting closed at 9:16pm 

 

Popular Vote Results:   March 2026 

# Class Name Plant Owner 
OPEN 

1 Australian Epiphyte Dendrobium phalaenopsis  Mike Pieloor 
Others Benched:  Cadetia taylori; Durabaculum bigibbum 

2 Australian Terrestrial Chiloglottis sylvestris Mike Pieloor 
Others Benched: Nil 

4 Laeliinae Brassavola nodosa Andrea Robold 
Others Benched: Procatavola Golden Peacock; Cattlianthe Tiny Treasure x Cattleya 
harrisoniae 

5 Cypripedioideae Paphiopedilum myanmaricum x leucochilum Scott Mann 
Others Benched:   Paphiopedilum Rodney Wilcox Jones 

6 Monopodial Vandeae Vanda falcata, Schoenorchis juncifolia Bill Ferrris 
Others Benched: Phalaenopsis pulcherrimg x2; Polysyachya neobenthamia; 
Vandachostylis Blue Fairy  

7 Oncidiinae Arthurara Sea Snake Mike Pieloor 
Others Benched: Gomesa crispa 

8 Pleurothallidinae Restrepia brachypus Jane Wright 
Others Benched: Stelis peliochyla 

9 Exotic Dendrobiinae Dendrobium hekouense Scott Mann 
Others Benched: Nil 

10 Coelogyne Coelogyne speciosa Geoff Dyne 

Others Benched: Nil 

11 Bulbophyllinae Bulbophyllum rothschildianum Jane Wright 
Others Benched: Nil 

13 Exotic terrestrials Pecteilis medusa Mark Clements 
Others Benched: Nil 

14 Any Other Orchid Zygopetalum Jumpin Jack Megan and Josh Phillips 

Others Benched: Oberonia myrasorus 

NOVICE 

18 Monopdial Vandeae Phalaenopsis violacea Brendon McGarry 
Others Benched: Nil 

 

OPEN Orchid of the Night Pecteilis medusa Mark Clements 

NOVICE Orchid of the Night Phalaenopsis violacea Brendon McGarry 

Judges’ Choice – Species Schoenorchis juncifolia     Bill Ferris 

Judges’ Choice - Hybrid Zygopetalum Jumpin Jack Megan and Josh Philips 

Judges’ Choice - Specimen Schoenorchis juncifolia Bill Ferris 

 

  

https://australianorchidfoundation.org.au/australia-orchid-research-volume-7/
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OPEN Orchid of the Night  

Pecteilis medusa (Kraenzl.) M.A.Clem. & D.L.Jones  (basionym 

Habenaria medusa Kranezl.) 

Grown by Mark Clements 

This terrestrial species inhabits grassland areas in tropical areas in 
China, Laos, Thailand, Vietnam, Borneo, Java, Sulawesi and Sumatra at 
elevations around 400 to 800 m.  

This species is sometimes referred to as the ‘Egret Orchid’ due to the 
likeness of the flower to that bird. Historically this species was first 
described and is still most often referred to as Habenaria medusa but 
results from DNA analysis shows it to be well isolated from the main 
body of species surrounding the type of Habenaria whereas H. medusa 
clustered together with the type species of another earlier described 
orchid, namely Pecteilis susannae and therefore it was transferred to 
that genus. 

I grow this species in my hot tropical green house in a loose mix of bark 
compost and potting mix. The plants die back and are reduced to 
tubers during the winter months when it goes dormant, so it is 
therefore essential to not water during this period.  

 

 

 

NOVICE Orchid of the Night 

Phalaenopsis violacea 
 
Grown by Brendon McGarry 

Phalaenopsis violacea is a species of orchid endemic to the Andaman 
Islands, the Nicobar Islands and northwestern Sumatra. It is found at 
elevations from sea level to 150 metres. 
The plant has a compact habit, with medium size wide green leaves. The 
individual flower of this plant is small (3.5cm wide), fragrant and mostly 
violet. 

The plant was discovered in 1859 by Johannes Teijsmann, who sent it to 
the botanic garden at Leiden, Netherlands. 

This species is used to give fragrance in the hybridizing of phalaenopsis. 
This species requires deep shade and high humidity as well as being 
watered regularly and should never be allowed to dry out completely.  

(Comments added by editor). 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Orchid
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Endemism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andaman_Islands
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andaman_Islands
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nicobar_Islands
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sumatra
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Johannes_Teijsmann
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leiden,_Netherlands
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Judges Choice Hybrid  

Zygopetalum Jumpin Jack 

Grown by Megan and Josh Phillips 

We purchased this with a single spike from The Orchid Place in 2024. 
It lives towards the front in our outdoor orchid cabinet, which is east-

facing (see talk on growth cabinets in our Orchid Society Bulletin 
Sept-Oct 2024). 
The average humidity is around 70%, and the cabinet is heated in 
winter to not go below 12°C. In the growing months, we fertilise with 
Wains’ Orchid Excellence Fertiliser. Last year, it produced a single 
spike with 4-5 flowers. This year, we had three spikes, all from the 
same new growth/pseudobulb, with 13 flowers in total. 

 

 

 

Judges’ Choice – Species and Specimen 

Grown by Bill Ferris 

Schoenorchis juncifolia 

 

This species is reportedly native to Borneo, Java and Sumatra. In hotter 
regions it grows at elevation in montane forests, hanging down from 
tree trunks and branches in shaded situations to bright light. 

I grow it on tree fern mounts in the greenhouse – haven’t tried other 
mounting material. It seems quite tolerant of temperatures down to 
frost point and likes frequent watering and humidity in summer. Not 
fussy whether in shade or bright light. 
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Members submitted orchids to the Horticultural Society Show in March and received the following awards. 

 

Horticultural Society of Canberra Inc. 
Autumn Show 7-8 March 2026 

140 Species 1 Brassavola nodosa Andrea Robold 
142 

Hybrid Intermediate 

1 Procatavola Golden Peacock Andrea Robold 

2 Cattlianthe Tiny Treasure x Cattleya 
harrisonianae 

Mike Pieloor 

143 Hybrid Miniature 1 Rhycattleanthe Warren’s Jewel Jan Robinson 
 Best Specimen Classes 140 -143 Procatavola Golden Peacock Andrea Robold 
146 Vandaceous alliance species  1 Schoenorchis juncifollia Bill Ferris 

2 Vanda falcata Bill Ferris 
147 Phalaenopsis Hybrids 1 Phalaenopsis unknown Jan Robinson 
149 Other vandaceous Hybrids 

 
1  Vandachostylis Lou Sneary Jan Robinson 

2 Vandachostylis Blue Fairy Bill Ferris 
 Best specimen Classes 146 - 149 Schoenorchis juncifollia Bill Ferris 
150 Oncidium species 1 Gomesa crispa Andrea Robold 
151 

Oncidium hybrid 1 
Arthurara Sea Snake 
‘Unforgettable’ 

Mike Pieloor 

 
Best specimen Classes 150 - 154 

Arthurara Sea Snake 
‘Unforgettable’ 

Mike Pieloor 

159 Coelogyne Species 1 Coelogyne speciosa Jan Robinson 
160  Dendrobium Alliance Species 1 Dendrobium parthenium Andrea Robold 

2 Dendrobium bigibbum var 
compactum 

Mike Pieloor 

161 Dendrobium alliance hybrid 1 Dendrobium Hawaii Spectacular Jan Robinson 
162 Any other orchid hybrid 1 Zygopetalum Jumping Jack Josh and Megan Phillips 

2 Promenaea Samsu x ovatiloba Jan Robinson 
163 Any other orchid species 1 Bulbophyllum fritillariiflorum ‘Eric’ Jane Wright 

2 Bulbophyllum rothschildianum Jan Robinson 
 Best specimen Classes 159 -163 Promenaea Samsu x ovatiloba Jan Robinson 

 
Champion Orchid 

Arthurara Sea Snake 
‘Unforgettable’ 

Mike Pieloor 

 Reserve Champion Orchid Zygopetalum Jumping Jack Josh and Megan Phillips 

 Champion Specimen Orchid Schoenorchis junicfolia  Bill Ferris 
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Orchid Society of Canberra 

Meeting Minutes - 01 April 2026 

President Jane Wright opened meeting at 7:30 pm and welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Present: 52, Apologies: 9, Visitors: 2. 

Jane opened the meeting noting we are now using our own PA system to save costs for the club, and that the club 
is also paying a higher amount for our tea and coffee supplies so we can have sustainable non-perishable cups. 
“Your committee is still looking to get you the best deal while delivering the best quality.”  

Jane introduced our presentation for the night which is from guest presenter Gary Hodder. Gary hails from 
Sydney and belongs to 7 clubs up there. 

Presentation by Gary Hodder on Deciduous Dendrobiums 

Gary notes this is a presentation he does for several societies. All photographs showcased are by Gary himself and 
showed a diverse range of orchids from Singapore, Vietnam, Laos, Thailand, Cambodia, and Myanmar. He said 
that the big trip he made to see all the deciduous dendrobiums in the world was quite expensive but well worth 
it. 

He owns 129 species of deciduous dendrobium. He showed several photos of his plants in bloom which range in 
size and colour. Gary noted that in winter they lose their leaves and then in spring the flowers will grow on the 
bare canes. He said to not make his mistake when he threw a heap of them out once when he was starting out 
thinking they weren’t going to come back from winter only to find them flowering in the back of his greenhouse. 

Gary showed a slide of dendrobium species habitats in the world which range from India through to Australia and 
NZ. Deciduous dendrobiums require maximum light, with shade in the hottest part of bright sunny summer days 
with plenty of heat, air circulation, water, and humidity in the growth phase. They have up to a 2-month winter 
rest period with no production of new leaves, with most canes leafless—in Sydney he grows under a solid roof in 
winter to them dry (to prevent keiki growth if unwanted). 

He showed photos of the deciduous dendrobiums growing in their various phases, noting that a number some 
species grow sideways or pendulous, instead of upright, in the wild. 

There are many ways to obtain deciduous dendrobiums. In the Asian countries they grow the young plants in the 
nursery and sell them or take them to the markets for sale. They’ll cut the canes at ground level and cut them into 
sections to get the nodes to shoot—they often use aloe vera sap to seal the cuts from bacteria and hang them 
upside down to stop sap from escaping, until they grow. Another method is they put them on a bed of ground up 
coconut fibre and water with a solution to keep moist to grow keikis. Meanwhile in Australia, we get new plants 
by purchasing flasks, divisions or keikis. There are only a very few nurseries that grow via cuttings. 

Gary then went through showcasing several species in depth, with descriptors of where they’re found 
endemically, and talked about how some species can seem to look quite similar in their bloom yet are still 
different. He also discussed in depth the Bohemian Rhapsody cross which is a primary hybrid, and the history of 
how it came to be. 

While he was on his tour in Vietnam, he was fortunate enough to be taken an orchid nursery where there were 
curtains and curtains of flowers in bloom. One dendrobium went from the gutter to the ground 30 feet along the 
side of the grower’s house in a wall of pink. The nursery there would take coconuts and cut them in half, remove 
the meat and drill 3 holes into the shell for drainage, then fill with the coconut with ground up husk before 
putting the orchids in and topping them with ground up dried banana skins: the fertiliser of choice! Up to 38% 
potassium, which is why they had such prolific flowering. 

Banana peel contains lots of nutrients, including potassium, phosphorus, magnesium, and calcium. For fertiliser 
they place banana peel in the sun and allow them to fully dry until they are totally black and dehydrated. These 
skins are then put though a hammer mill and the powder is placed on top of the podding media about 12mm 
thick. You cannot use yellow skins due to the ethylene they produce. 
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Gary then showed some of the orchids growing in Changi Airport in Singapore — he said that Terminal 3 has the 
orchids and recommends that anyone travelling through it to go through there and take some time to enjoy it. 
Gary thanked people for listening to his presentation and took questions from members, such as flowering 
periods, and temperature requirements for some of the species. 

Jane presented Gary with a copy of the book published by the orchid society as a gift. 

Announcements:  

Krysia also reminded members that there are materials available from the society library for people to borrow. 

Break from 8:25pm to 8:55pm  

After the break Ben Wallace discussed how pantyhose can be used for nylon ties, an addendum to the 
presentation from Bill a few meetings ago about epiphytic orchid mounting. He did a demonstration on how to 
roll and cut the pantyhose into strips around 12-14mm wide. He said they’re fantastic as they’re soft, but they’re 
still strong — takes a lot to pull them hard enough that they snap — and have much less risk of damaging or 
cutting roots and sensitive parts of the plants. They also are strong against high UV compared to plastic ties, so 
they last a significantly longer time. He’s used them as a tool for 50 years in his collection with great success. He 
also talked about how you can use paper bark.  

Jane formally announced the passing of our Vice President’s wife Jan. Jane read out some words from Bill as he 
wasn’t present at the meeting. Bill said, “I thank the society for the lovely phalaenopsis and the condolences of 
members. Thank you to the members who personally replied and shared their sympathies.” 

Jane reminded members that she will be attending the Manly-Warringah orchid auction on the 12th of April and 
that she will be happy to bid on plants for members. 

Mike Pieloor has written a book! He was hoping to have physical issues here for sale this month, but it won’t likely 
be until the next meeting. He will be selling them at discount here at the next meeting. He made his proof copy 
available for people to look at. 

Mike Pieloor presented the popular vote and Robyn Noel presented the judges’ choice. 

Jane thanked all the helpers at the meeting and once again thanked Gary Hodder for his interesting presentation. 

At our next meeting we’ll have a presentation from Daniel Webb on phalaenopsis. He is the owner of ORKID, 
based in Young. He’s the president of the Campbelltown Orchid Society. He grows exceptional plants and he will 
bring some lovely plants for people to buy. 

Meeting closed at 9:25pm. 
 

 

 

  

Membership subscriptions are now due 

The membership year begins 1 May, so renewal of membership subscriptions is due by then. 

Single $25.00; Family or Joint $30.00; Junior (younger than 17 years) and full-time students $5.00. 

Pay Treasurer Scott Mann at meetings, or direct deposit to our bank account: 
Orchid Society of Canberra Inc. 

BSB: 032719 
Account Number: 620848 

with your surname in the bank’s ‘reference’ field and advise treasurer@canberraorchids.org 
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Popular Vote Results:     April 2026 

# Class Name Plant Owner 
OPEN 

1 Australian Epiphyte Dendrobium Aussie’s Limelight Jane Wright 
Others Benched:   Blepharochilum macphersonii 

2 Australian Terrestrial Pterostylis laxa Paul Tyerman 
Others Benched:   Pterostylis longipetala, Chiloglottis sylvestris  

5 Cypripedioideae Paphiopedilum concolor Yvonne Day 
Others Benched:   Paph. Eos, Paph Duo de Citron, Paph. Angela, Paph charlesworthii, 
Paph moquettianum 

7 Oncidiinae  Miltoniopsis Lillian Nakamoto ‘Tanto’ David Judge 
Others Benched:  Nil 

8 Pleurothallidinae Masdevallia Thea Jane Wright 
Others Benched:  Nil 

9 Exotic Dendrobiinae Ceraia leonis Mark Clements 
Others Benched:  Aporum modestissimum; Coelandria lancifolia 

11 Bulbophyllinae Bulbophyllum lobii h.f. polysticta Jane Wright 
Others Benched: Bulbophyllum tricorne; Bulb. monathum 

12 Maxillariinae  Maxillaria sanguinolenta Claire and Jacqui Turner 
Others Benched:Nil 

13 Exotic terrestrials Spiranthes odorata Mike Pieloor 
Others Benched: Nil 

14 Any Other Orchid Spathoglottis grandiflora Mark Clements 
Others Benched:  

NOVICE 

19 Any Other Orchid Gomesa crispa Na Khanprasert 
Others Benched: Nil 

 

OPEN Orchid of the Night Spiranthes odorata Mike Pieloor 

NOVICE Orchid of the Night Gomesa crispa Na Khanprasert 

Judges’ Choice - Species Bulbophyllum monanthum Jane Wright 

Judges’ Choice - Hybrid Miltoniopsis Lillian Nakamoto ‘Tanto’ David Judge 

Judges’ Choice - Specimen Spiranthes odorata Mike Pieloor 
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OPEN Orchid of the Night and Judges’ Choice - Specimen 

Spiranthes odorata 

Grown by Mike Pieloor 

Although my label still reads as Spiranthes odorata, recent genetic 
data has revealed this plant originating from North America as an 
ancient primary hybrid between S. odorata and S. cernua. Its new 
name is Spiranthes x bightensis. 

The plant forms clumps readily from shallow tuberous roots. It has 
winter leaves (close to the ground) and taller summer leaves. 
Much larger and more robust than our Australian native 
Spiranthes. But just like our native species it likes to be moist all 
year. 

Mix and potting: Any well drained mix or mix that retains 
moisture. A native soil mix with extra drainage works. I use 100% 
coarse perlite. 

Light and temperature: Very bright light. They can even handle full 
sun in winter. They will need some protection in summer. Best 
grown outside. They can survive down to -6C as long as they are 
protected from frost. 

Water: Always moist. I do let them dry out a little in winter. To 
maintain moisture in summer, I place the pot in a saucer of water, 
allowing the saucer to occasionally dry. 

Fertiliser: Occasional liquid fertiliser. No fertiliser in winter. I’ve 
experimented with stronger fertilisers, but the leaf tips burn. 

 

 

NOVICE Orchid of the Night 

Gomesa crispa  

Grown by Na Khanprasert 

This orchid originates in Goias, Minas Gerais, Rio de 
Janiero, Sao Paulo, Santa Catarina and Rio Grande do 
Sul states of Brazil at elevations of 500 to 1500 metres 
as a miniature sized, cool growing, medium sized 
epiphyte with narrowly oblong-conical, compressed, 
ancipitous pseudobulbs carrying 2, erect-spreading, 
membraneous, narrowly ligulate-lanceolate, acute or 
shortly acuminate, long attenuate below leaves. 

It blooms in the summer through the autumn on a 
pendant, 8" [20 cm] long, densely many flowered 
inflorescence with fragrant flowers. 

It is an evergreen species that requires even water and 
fertilizer year round. 

(Comments above added by editor) 
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Judges’ Choice - Species 

Bulbophyllum monanthum 

Grown by Jane Wright 

 

 

I got this orchid from Hans Schaible at Dark Star Orchids in 2015.  

I grow it in my hot house and have found that it does better with higher 
light than I was providing for the first few years. It does ramble so a wide, 
shallow pot is best. I think the flowers are so interesting - it is one of my 
favourites. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Judges’ Choice – Hybrid 

Miltoniopsis Lillian Nakamoto ‘Tanto’ 

Grown by David Judge  

 

This plant will happily keep growing during December and January 
before its main flowering season from late January through to April 
or May. This flowering season is very different from the majority of 
miltoniopsis, that typically flower in August through to December. 

Miltoniopsis Lillian Nakamoto 'Tanto' has pure white flowers with 
the black eye and have a light rose fragrance. You will occasionally 
see Tanto’s with a little bit of pink blush above the black eye, this 
usually occurs if the flowers have developed during the cooler 

months of the year. 

This is one of the most fragrant miltoniopsis you can get. Generally, 
the white miltoniopsis flowers are the most fragrant of all the 
colours. 

Tanto prefers a coco/perlite potting mix that retains moisture 
between watering but is free draining. Miltoniopsis do very well 
where their roots are kept cool during the summer months and 
have plenty of humidity around them, so the pot in pot technique is 
recommended.  

(Comments above added by editor) 

 


