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Next Meetings 

Wednesday 4 March. – Scott Mann will give a talk on 
The Kadoorie Farm and Botanic Garden in Hong 
Kong. 

Wednesday 1 April – Gary Holder will talk on SE Asian 
deciduous dendrobiums. 

Wednesday 6 May – Daniel Web will talk on 
phalaenopsis and have flowering plants for sale. 

Wednesday 3 June – Jim Cootes will talk on Orchids 
of the Philippines. 

 

 Upcoming Events 

March 7-8 – Horticultural Society Autumn Flower 
Show and Plant Sales: Fitzroy Building, EPIC, 
Canberra. 

March 21-22 - South and West Regional Orchid 
Workshop- Batemans Bay Orchid and Foliage Club, 
Batemans Bay. 

May 15-17 - Orchids Out West: Hawkesbury 
Showground, Clarendon.  

July 11 – Shoalhaven Orchid Society: Bomaderry 
Community Centre, Bomaderry. 
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From the President 

We have an exciting lineup for speakers for the next few months. Thanks to Mike Pieloor for contacting Gary Hodder 
and Jim Cootes and to Brian Dear for doing the groundwork with Daniel Webb. If you know of someone who might 
be a good speaker for us, please let me or any committee know. 

When asked about the best time to pot orchids, a respected grower said, “whenever you have time”. I have made 
time and been working very hard on my collection, repotting almost everything and cleaning the empty greenhouses 
before replacing the plants. I started just after Christmas, and the plants are responding. New roots and shoots, and 
even some flowers on plants that have never flowered before. Wow. Instead of feeling so guilty that I hardly entered 
the greenhouses, I now go out daily to see what is growing. So wonderful, to be enjoying my orchids again. 

Please remember to enter plants in the upcoming Horticultural Society Autumn Show. It is great advertising for the 
society. And if you wish to sell plants on the society stall, please contact me as soon as possible.  

Water-well pots 

South Pacific Hydroponics is now stocking squat water-well pots in 3 sizes (130, 155 and 180mm). Don’t forget to tell 
them you are an orchid society member to receive a discount. To get an idea of how you can use them, have a look 
at Jan Robinson’s talk on growing with water-well pots within the members area of the website. 

Vale Kieron Hart 

Kieron Hart, the owner of the Greengold Nursery at Federation Square, recently passed away. Keiron was a great 
supporter of the orchid society, having provided vouchers for show prizes for at least 20 years. We extend our 
condolences to his family, friends and staff at the nursery. 

Show trophies 

In the past we have presented engraved glasses as trophies to major winners at the show. Storing these can become 
overwhelming to the more successful members. The committee is therefore considering substituting these for 
sashes or money vouchers instead that they can spend on their orchids. We welcome any feedback about this 
proposal.  

 

Orchid Society of Canberra 

Minutes of the General Meeting - 4 February 2026 

President Jane Wright opened meeting at 7:37 pm and welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Present: 51, Apologies: 5, Visitors: 3. 

Jane introduced our presentation for the night which is from our Vice President about mounting orchids. 

Presentation by Bill Ferris on Growing Orchids on Mounts 

What Is a Mount?  

Anything where the orchid roots are exposed, on a solid growing medium such as bark or branches, and where they 
will benefit from not being confined in a pot. 

Why grow orchids on mounts?  

That’s the way many orchids do it in nature, particularly epiphytic orchids. You will be less likely to overwater plants 
on mounts, and there can be weight and space savings. 

What orchids can be mounted? 

Bill advised to look closely at how the orchids grow in nature, check out the literature to see if they would be 
suitable — avoid terrestrials or lithophytes. Bill recommends any epiphytes that grow with roots exposed, but not 
our native cymbidiums as their roots are buried in pipes and other tree hollows/forks. 

What are desirable properties of mount material? 
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Preferably something with a long life. Rough surfaces work well but are not always necessary. It should not be 
hydrophobic. Also investigate economic availability - “tree fern is more expensive these days and harder to obtain”.  
It should be a suitable size, taking into consideration the orchid being mounted and plans for how you will grow it. 

Bill showed visuals of typical mounting mediums used such as bark, cork, coir pad, dressed timber/wood. Ironbark 
timber/bark/branches, pinus radiata bark, sequoia bark, paper bark branches, coconut shell, unglazed crockery, are 
all potential viable media. Bill mentioned that ironbark is his favourite. 

Securing orchids to the mount 

Desirable properties of tying material are that it must be sufficiently strong, last until the plant is established, be 
easy to handle and not be too obtrusive. Bill prefers removing the tie material when orchid is established - “after all 
who goes tying the orchids to the trees in the wild?” 

Bill showed off various options for tying orchids for mounts. Easy to use are spaghetti yarn and coated wire (twist 
ties). Fishing line is often used but not so easy to knot. He has heard of people mounting with hot melt glue or 
staples but thought you would need to be careful to avoid damaging the plant roots. Karen Groenveld said she 
frequently uses steel wire for mounting with success. 

Mounts versus rafts 

A raft is simply a horizontal mount, whereas mount hangs vertically. Choice depends on the growth habit of the 
orchid. A raft has an advantage in better capturing water from overhead watering. 

Mounting the orchid 

Bill showed slides of mounting an orchid using a paulownia board for example. The wood was cut to the desired size 
with holes drilled in it (if desired especially in wide boards) to help secure the plant and the hanger. Select cuttings 
or keikis to use (the example was Bulbophyllum rothschildianum) with 3 or more bulbs ideally. Position the cuttings 
on the mount with the roots spread out. Cuttings must be quite secure on the mount to help the roots take hold. 
Jane and Scott mentioned that letting them establish horizontally is ideal, as it helps them to establish, and that 
sometimes securing some water retentive material over the roots may be helpful, depending on the plant. Label and 
water and add a hanger if needed. 

 

 

Bill then showed several plants he has and the variety of media they grow on, including a Dockrillia pugioniformis on 
an old railway sleeper (ironbark) raft, Dockrillia wassellii on tree fern, a Thelychiton tetragonus on cork and 
Davejonsia lichenastra — one on a hardwood slab, and another on an iron bark branch, both grown as rafts. 

Completed mounting 

Source of Cuttings (on tree fern) 
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Be aware that borers can be a nuisance on hardwood slabs and branches. 

He showed a slide of Karen Groenveld’s Maxillaria densa, which won a championship at our last show, grown on coir 
stake covers. Karen said it enjoys being cool and moist, and the material helps it retain that. 

Bill suggested there were various orchids not typically grown on 
mounts that could be. He showed a Stanhopea tigrina on an ironbark 
branch. It hasn’t had flowers yet as it was a young plant. Growing on a 
branch would be lsimiar to its natural growing situation in the wild. 

Bill urged people not to be afraid to experiment. 

Jane showed her hybrid Dockrillia Hot Coals and pointed out how the 
plant had started on some tree fern and when the orchid was 
outgrowing that a larger piece of cork was lashed onto the fern slab to 
allow continued growth of the plant.  

Members were encouraged to try mounting orchids. Bill, Jane and 
Brian brought in plants, mounts and tools for people to a try during 
the tea break.  

Jane thanked Bill for his presentation which will be on the Member page of the website. 

Announcements:  

Krysia advised that she was given a soft cane dendrobium (name unknown) with keikis galore. She has brought in a 
number of these keikis which are on the giveaway table for members to take. 

Jane gave out the prize for Novice Orchid of the Night for 2025 to Brendan McGarry as he was not at the December 
meeting. 

Horticultural Society Autumn Show  

Jane noted the Horticultural Society Autumn Show is coming up on March 7-8 in the Fitzroy Pavilion at EPIC and 
encouraged members to enter their autumn flowering orchids. We will have a stall at the show where we can sell 
orchids and any other plants. Jane asked if members have plants to sell to please let her know how much space they 
would like. Anyone selling plants would be expected to come and help — at least half a day. Members who bench for 
the show and/or sell plants must be there at 3:15pm on the Sunday to retrieve their unsold and benched plants and 
help pack up. The show schedule with relevant registration details has been emailed to society members. 

Bateman’s Bay Orchid and Foliage Show 

The Bateman’s Bay Orchid and Foliage Society is hosting the annual South and West Region Workshop on March 21-
22. The program includes two talks by Jane Wright, two talks by Mike Pieloor, and talks by Martin Montebello on 
slipper orchids and phalaenopsis. Our society will have a sales table there as well. The program and registration has 
been emailed to members and accessible on our website. 

Scott Mann gave a brief financial report, noting the bank balance is approximately $34,000. 

Krysia Szkiela presented the judges’ choice. Mike Pieloor presented the popular vote. 

Jane thanked members for coming out to the first meeting for 2026. Our next meeting will feature a presentation 
from Scott Mann on the Kadoorie Farm and Botanic Garden in Hong Kong. 

Meeting closed at 9:15pm 

Stanhopea tigrina on ironbark branch 

Timber mounts can be low cost. Timber offcuts may be obtained 
for free from the timber department in Bunnings stores. 

Paulonia is a tropical hardwood. It is often used as breaking boards 
in martial arts. I obtained broken boards for free from a Tae Kwon 
Do club. 
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Popular Vote Results:   May 2025 

 

OPEN Orchid of the Night and Judges’ Choice Species 

Spiranthes australis             

Grown by Mike Pieloor 

 

# Class Name Plant Owner 

OPEN 

2 Australian Terrestrial Spiramthes australis Mike Pieloor 

Others Benched: Nil 

4 Laeliinae Brassocattleya Hawaii Stars ‘Hsinying’ Brian Shelvey 

Others Benched: Catcyclia Topaz El Bee ‘Blush’; Cattleya Autumn Prelude; Epidendrum centropetalum; 
Cattleya hybrid unknown 

5 Paphiopedilum Paphiopedilum myanmaricum x leucochilum Scott Mann 

Others Benched: Paph. Hsingying Benkei x niveum; Paph concolor x josianae; Paph.hirsutissimum, Paph. 
dianthum 

6 Monopodial Vandeae Vanda falcata ‘Pink’ James Jonklaas 

Others Benched: Phalaenopsis bellina; Phal. Unknown; Vanda Fiftieth State Beauty; Vandachostylis  
Blue Fairy x Vanda falcata 

7 Oncidiinae  Oncidopsis Bartly Schwartz ‘Highlander’ David Judge 

Others Benched:  Brassidium Golden Gamine ‘White Knight’ 

9 Exotic Dendrobiinae Dendrobium Hibiki Andrea Robold 

Others Benched:  Den. Mingle’s Sapphire’; Den. hekouense 

13 Exotic Terrestrials Disa Cardior Mike Pieloor 

Others Benched: Nil 

NOVICE 
17 Laeliinae  Cattleya Lawranna Spencer Jamie Marshall 

Others Benched: Nil 
18 Monopdial Vandeae  Phalaenopsis Liu’s Berry ‘Trinity’         Brendan McGarry 
 Others Benched: Nil 
 

OPEN Orchid of the Night Spiranthes australis Mike Pieloor 

NOVICE Orchid of the Night Phalaenopsis Liu’s Berry ‘Trinity’         Brendan McGarry 

Judges’ Choice - Species Spiranthes australis Mike Pieloor 

Judges’ Choice - Hybrid Paphiopedilum myanmaricum x leucochilum Scott Mann 

Judges’ Choice - Specimen Brassocattleya Hawaii Stars ‘Hsinying’ Brian Shelvey 

This wonderful Australian native grows among grasses and sedges in seeps 
and beside water cources. As a result, it likes to be moist all year around.  

They need a well-drained mix or mix that retains moisture. A native soil mix 
with extra drainage works. I use sphagnum moss and perlite. 

They need very bright light and can even handle full winter sun but need 
some protection in summer. Best grown outside. They can survive down to 
-6 C as long as they are protected from frost. Always moist. I do let them 
dry out a little in winter. Some growers place the pot in a saucer of water 
over summer. I Use slow-release fertiliser on the top of the pots. They also 
get the occasional liquid fertiliser. No fertiliser in winter. 
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NOVICE of the Night 

Phalaenopsis Liu’s Berry ‘Trinity’ 

Grown by Brendan McGarry 

I’ve had this miniature variety for a few years now 
and find it very easy to grow. I keep it under grow 
lights for roughly 12 hours per day while it gets 
some indirect light from a nearby west-facing 
window. I water it roughly weekly or fortnightly, 
depending on the weather. It endures whatever 
temperatures Canberra throws at it, depending on 
my usage of the heater.  

It blooms a lot later than my other phals and has a 
slight scent during the day - a late summer 
delight!  

Judges Choice - Hybrid 

Paphiopedilum myanmaricum x leucochilum 

Grown by Scott Mann. 

I grow this under LED lights keeping the temperature 
between 15 and 34 degrees (with an occasional drop to 10 
degrees).  Humidity ranges between 50 to 80 percent and 
there is constant air movement via the use of small fans.   

One thing I have found with the Brachypetalum type paphs is 
that they do tolerate dry periods (especially in the cooler 
months), and their fleshy leaves and roots get them through 
dry periods.  As such, I try to let them dry out completely 
between waterings in the cooler periods, and moist when 
growing. The mix is a very open mix of pumice, bark, and 
other in-organic materials I can get my hand on.  

 

 

Judges Choice - Specimen 

Brassocattleya Hawaii Stars ‘Hsinying’ 

Grown by Brian Shelvey 

Eds comments: This orchid hybrid originated in 2006 and is a 
cross of Brassavola Little Stars x Cattleya Memoria Robert 
Strait. 

Keep moist during active growth but drier in winter. Likes 
bright filtered light and morning sun. Free draining orchid mix 
and regular fertilizing. Slightly perfumed. 
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Looking at Orchid Colours as Insects See Them 

By James Indsto* 

We humans obtain great enjoyment from looking at orchids and other flowers. It is easy to forget that those pretty 
displays have nothing to do with pleasing us but have everything to do with getting the job of pollination done. Many 
orchids are pollinated by insects, especially bees. This article is concerned with those orchids that use colour and 
fragrance to attract bees and to act as guides for the bees to find nectar (if it is there) and pollen. We humans have 
excellent colour vision and can discriminate colours well ranging from the shorter wavelengths of blue and violet, to 
mid-range green and yellow wavelengths and extending into longer red wavelengths. Our night adjusted eyes can 
even see a little into the infrared, which is handy when we need to take a call of nature late in the night. In that case 
we can see just enough, but only in black and white. 

Devices such as a colour TV can build all the colours we see using red, green and blue colour combinations and our 
eyes work in much the same way. Violet colour is short wavelength light near 400 nanometres (nm) wavelength, 
blue around 450-480nm, while green/yellow colours are around 530-560nm. Red colours correspond to light of 
around 600nm and longer wavelengths. Colour receptors in our eyes sensitive to the blue, green and red colour 
ranges combine their response so we can perceive colour. We call this trichromatic vision. 

 

Human colour receptor response: https://pressbooks.online.ucf.edu/lumenpsychology/chapter/reading-color-and-
depth-perception/ 

Insects such as honeybees (and other bees) also have excellent trichromatic vision, but their colour perception is 
shifted towards the ultraviolet. Bees can see into the ultraviolet but see red colours poorly. Their colour receptors 
are sensitive to ultraviolet, blue and green colour ranges. 

A consequence is that bees see colours differently to us and flowers may show colour contrasts which a bee can see, 
but which we cannot. Contrasting colour patterns in flowers can function as nectar guides. Bees can use these colour 
guides in their search for nectar and pollen rewards. Fragrance is important too. It can function as a long-distance 
attractant, but as a close-range signal too. Bees have fragrance receptors arrayed along their antennae. This means 

https://pressbooks.online.ucf.edu/lumenpsychology/chapter/reading-color-and-depth-perception/
https://pressbooks.online.ucf.edu/lumenpsychology/chapter/reading-color-and-depth-perception/
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they can use fragrance gradients at both long and close range to locate floral rewards. The 3D sense of smell that 
bees possess also means that bees can sense fragrance as a kind of imaging sense. 

Bee-pollinated flowers which appear more or less plain yellow colours to humans are often of special interest as 
these frequently have colour floral cues which are hidden to human eyes. 

 

 

Human visible light 

 

UV light 

I photographed the Australian native pea flower Gompholobium latifolium in human visible light and near-ultraviolet 
in September at Port Stephens. To humans this flower is plain yellow, but to a pollinating bee it has a strong colour 
contrast. Whilst the flower overall reflects ultraviolet light there is a nectar guide patch at the base of the standard 
petal which lacks ultraviolet colour. This colour contrast is the nectar guide. A bee will seek this out and probe for 
nectar. 

Slipper orchids (genus Paphiopedilum) in the subgenus Parvisepalum are known to be pollinated by bees, whereas 
most species in the genus are fly pollinated. Bee pollination is thought to be an ancestral feature of slipper orchids. 
Paphiopedilum armeniacum is a nice example of a plain yellow orchid with hidden floral cues. 

 

Human visible light UV light 

This plain yellow Paphiopedilum armeniacum flower can be seen to have a UV-absorbing nectar guide on the 
staminode plate in the middle of the flower. It also has some reddish pigment on the staminode plate. I expect this is 
a variable feature and some forms of this species may have more of this pigment, or may even lack it altogether. 
There are so-called alba forms that lack the red pigment. I suspect the reddish pigment is likely a supplementary 
floral cue and less significant than the UV guide. It would follow that natural populations might be expected to show 
a spectrum of colour intensity of this feature. 
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There are a number of yellow-flowered Dendrobium species in sections Dendrobium and Callista. These have 
prominent UV nectar guides and are a fun subject for this sort of photography. 

Dendrobium jenkinsii 

Human visible light               UV light 

Dendrobium jenkinsii has showy plain yellow flowers. The colour becomes more intense towards the base of the 
labellum. 

In ultraviolet light this species has a spectacular nectar guide which corresponds with the darker coloured region of 
the labellum. 

  

Human visible light 

 

 

UV light 

Here the plain yellow and oculatum forms of Dendrobium fimbriatum are compared in human visible and UV light. 
They appear very similar in UV light. This suggests to me that the dark patch on the labellum plays a more 
supplementary role compared to the UV pattern 

Dendrobium fimbriatum (plain yellow) 
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Human visible light 

 

UV light 

A feature of certain Rhododendron species is a large central UV-absorbing region that is often referred to a ‘bullseye’ 
effect. I have an interest in Vireya type Rhododendrons. I have a showy yellow-orange one blooming now in my 
garden, which I suspect is the New Guinea species R. zoelleri that shows this feature well. The stamens and stigma 
are also strongly UV-absorbing. 

 

Human visible light 

 

UV light 

There is a hypothesis that ancestral Dendrobium species were Rhododendron mimics with funnel-shaped flowers. It 
is interesting that both the Dendrobium species shown and the Rhododendron have prominent central UV nectar 
guides. It is possible that these are ancient features of both these flower types. Then again, the species shown are 
modern plants, which likely have changed greatly over evolutionary time from their ancestors. Still, it is an 
interesting idea.  

Photography note: The UV photographs were taken with a converted Nikon D3200 DSLR camera with the UV and IR 
filter removed, which is sensitive to UV (and IR) light. A Baader Venus narrow bandpass filter which passes mostly 
about 380nm was placed in front of the lens. This blocks both visible and IR light. The illumination was electronic 
flash. Older flash units can be good as a light source since they often have little UV filtering. An interesting feature of 
UV imaging is that it is possible to obtain very high-resolution images. This is a feature of optical physics. The 
resolution possible with a lens is inversely proportional to the wavelength of the light. This means shorter 
wavelengths can give higher resolution. There is quite a difference between light wavelengths of about 550nm and 
near-UV of about 380nm. UV images can show astounding detail! 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

* This article was originally published in the newsletter of SPECIES NSW and is reprinted with permission of the 
author 

 

Dendrobium fimbriatum fma oculatum 
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Membership subscriptions are due soon 

The membership year begins 1 May, so renewal of membership subscriptions is due by then. 

Single $25.00; Family or Joint $30.00; Junior (younger than 17 years) and full-time students $5.00. 

Pay Treasurer Scott Mann at meetings, or direct deposit to our bank account: 
Orchid Society of Canberra Inc. 

BSB: 032719 
Account Number: 620848 

with your surname in the bank’s ‘reference’ field and advise treasurer@canberraorchids.org 


