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Next Meetings 
 
Wednesday 4 February: Bill Ferris on “Growing 

orchids on mounts” with a demonstration and 
opportunity to buy some plants. 

 
Wednesday 4 March: Scott Mann will give a talk on 

“The Kadoorie Farm and Botanic Garden in Hong 
Kong”. 
 
 

 

 Upcoming Events 

March 7-8 – Horticultural Society Autumn Flower 
Show and Plant Sales. Fitzroy Building, EPIC, 
Canberra.  

March 16: Bailey Dunn speaking on cymbidiums to 
the Horticultural Society of Canberra. Wesley 
Centre, National Circuit, Forrest. 7:30pm 

March 21-22 - South and West Regional Orchid 
Workshop - Batemans Bay Orchid and Foliage 
Club, Batemans Bay. 

May 15-17 - Orchids Out West. Hawkesbury 
Showground, Clarendon.  
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From the President 
 
We had a great time at the Christmas Party. The magician, Conor Leisky, entertained us with tricks that have us 
still scratching our heads. He told me that he really enjoyed coming to us, that it was one of the best gigs of the 
year. 

Our orchids should be in full growth mode now. How you take care of your plants now will determine the quality 
of flowering next year. 

To that end, I have spent the last few weeks repotting absolutely everything in one of my greenhouses. I had let 
the algae and ferns get completely out of hand and the orchids were suffering. I pulled them all out and with the 
help of the wonderful Roger, we pressure-washed the inside the greenhouse and all the benching and sprayed 
algaecide everywhere. Many plants are now in smaller pots as I try to get them healthy and thriving again. Once 
again, I am enjoying going into the greenhouse every day to talk to my plants instead of slamming the door closed 
on the mess. Such an improvement! 

The orchid year is kicking off with a bang in March. First, the horticultural society show on 7-8 March, then our 
own Bailey Dunn will be presenting a talk on growing cymbidiums to the Horticultural Society on 16 March, then 
the S&W Autumn Workshop on 21-22 March hosted by the Batemans Bay Society. 

 

Horticultural Society Autumn Show 7-8 March 2026– we have a stall again 

We have been invited again to have a stall at the horticultural Society Autumn Show. You are welcome to sell any 
kind of plants. You need to use your normal price tags, and you’ll be sent your earnings minus 10% commission 
after the show.  The way it works is you tell Jane (0406379054) approximately how many tables worth of plants 
you will have to sell and when you will be able to work on the stall, i.e. morning or afternoon on Sat or Sun (or 
both). The show is open Sat 10-4; Sun 10-3:15. You will be able to bring your plants in on Friday 3-8pm or early Sat 
morning and all unsold plants must be collected between 3:15 and 3:45 on Sunday. If we have more plants than 
will fit on the tables we get, then some will go underneath to be pulled out as there is space. 

It is a great opportunity to promote our society and the growing of orchids, so please enter your orchids in the 
show! You’ll need to register your plants by 7pm on Thursday 5 March (the schedule is sent with this bulletin). 
You can bench your plants from 5-10pm on Friday or 7:30-10am on Saturday. You need to collect your plants 
promptly at 3:15pm on Sunday. 

  

Annual Prizes 2025 

This year. Mike Pieloor won the Open Popular Vote and Brendan McGarry won the Novice Popular Vote. Well 
done to both. 

Three members (excluding committee) attended every meeting: Elisa Pavlic, Jacquie Bannerman, and Josh Philips. 
Great to see such support. 

 

Promotion to Open Classes 

Denis Anderson has been promoted to Novice except for Australian Native. 

 

New Members 

We welcome Elaine and John Marshall, Jane Robey and Toni Sweeney. We hope you enjoy your association with 
us. 
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OAM for Bob Bush  

It is wonderful to see Bob (Robert Blair) Bush awarded an OAM for 
service to the community through a range of roles in the 2026 
Australia Day Honours list. Congratulations Bob. 

After years of service in the Braidwood/Bungendore communities, 
Bob slowed down to pursue his interest in orchids. 

Bob played an active role in the Society from 2001 until 2010. In 
2003 he was elected to the Committee, served as President for 
2004-05, then vice-president 2005 to 2007 and remained on the 
committee until 2010. During this time Bob provided wise counsel 
and advice on Society matters. Bob was awarded Life Membership 
of the Society in 2010 for his services. 

Besides the Society, Bob was active as a volunteer worker at the 
National herbarium for some years. 

We wish Bob and Norma all the best. 

 

Image supplied by family 

 

 

 

The annual terrestrial orchid potting workshop 

The workshop was held at the home of Jane Wright on 24 January – a little later than normal but that meant we 
received the tubers from the ANOS Victoria tuber bank in time to pot them on the day. Mike Pieloor did a 
marvelous job leading the workshop with Jacquie Bannerman ably assisting. 
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Orchid Society of Canberra 

Meeting Minutes - 05 November 2025 

President Jane Wright opened meeting at 7:45 pm and welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Present: 60, Apologies: 5, Visitors: 6. 

Jane noted we have a very large turn out tonight and introduced tonight’s presentation by Jan Robinson on 
thunias—an orchid we haven’t had discussed at our meetings before. 

Presentation by Jan Robinson - “Thunias, from sticks to bliss - the ultimate ‘Do nothing to it in winter’ orchid.” 

Jan discussed how to acquire thunias and where they grow in the wild. As thunias are deciduous, they don’t need 
much care over the winter. Once new growth appears in spring, water and fertilise them until autumn. The bigger 
the growth, the more water/fertiliser they need. Set in dishes of water during their growing period so they don’t 
dry out. In autumn, reduce water and stop fertiliser. In winter, water sparingly or not at all.  

Thunia pests and diseases include caterpillars and spider mites. Spider mites are very common after flowering; 
infected leaves can be removed which does not seem to affect the growth next year. 

In winter, reduce watering. The leaves will fall off, canes may totally dry up or even stay green, and in August/Sept 
new growth should start. Grow them in terrestrial mix (include some sand, not bark/perlite) and repotting every 
year is not necessary. To flower, they need BRIGHT LIGHT (but not DIRECT sun). Bright light helps during winter 
too! 

Thunia propagation is quite easy. Jan has done different experiments on propagation and all worked so well that 
she brought 13 thunias for the society giveaway table. She reminded the recipients to not throw the “dead” sticks 
out in winter. Next spring repeat the water/fertilizer process and they should flower in 2-3 years. 

Mark Clements, was asked about his knowledge of “heavy feeding” in the wild of native orchids. Mark said 
‘Thunia are a soft plant that grow rapidly.  They have large roots like cymbidiums which let them take up a lot of 
water naturally, during which they get a lot of nutrients’. He explained how fungi aids in that process. 

Jane thanked Jan for her fantastic presentation. A copy of the presentation will on the member page of our site. 

Announcements and Business: 

Jane reminded people to do the popular vote. Mike gave a quick rundown on how to do the popular vote using 
our QR code. 

Scott talked about the Christmas Party coming up for the next meeting on 3 December. Signups and payments 
can be taken by him at the sales table.  

Krysia is looking for feedback on the show – send to librarian@canberraorchids.org.  

Mike spoke about the official Facebook page for the society and how to access it, noting we have a community 
page that people often post to. He provided a QR code with the link to the official page (see pages 16-17). 

Scott spoke about the financial results for the show. Jane said we’re going to change how we advertise - noting 
that most people who came were local so less interstate advertisement (outside of online) and more 
advertisement via things like social media channels.  

Jane spoke about our Woolgoolga display where we took 3rd place. Jane handed out certificates and prize money 
to the members. 

Robyn presented the judges’ choice and Bailey Dunn presented the popular vote. 

Jane reminded people to please leave the benching slips behind when people take their plants after benching — 
we are reliant on those to have the details for the Bulletin for our monthly benching.  

Bill gave out winner certificates from our show in September for members who’d not been at the last meeting for 
them.  

Meeting closed at 9:45pm  
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South & West Region Orchid Workshop 21-22 March 2026 

This year the workshop will be hosted by the Batemans Bay Orchid and Foliage Society at the Soldiers Club, Beach 
Road, Batemans Bay. See the information and registration sheets being sent with this Bulletin. 

There will be speakers and plant sales. Martin Montebello will speak on paphiopedilums and phalaenopsis, Mike 
Pieloor on Australian terrestrials and Disa, Jane Wright on light, temperature and humidity, and pests and 
diseases. We have been invited to have an orchid stall, so anyone going down can sell through our society stall. I 
understand that Martin Montebello and Richard Mayoh will be selling plants. 

We are looking at booking a house or such-like so we can all stay together (such fun). If you would be interested 
in sharing (and perhaps car-pooling), please contact Jane on 0406 379 054 or info@canberraorchids.org. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Another Award for David Judge 
 
David benched an outstanding 
specimen plant of Paphiopedilum 
Carnusianum ‘Dan Bahadur’ at the 
Horticultural Society’s Rose show in 
November 2025.  

A judging panel assessed the images 
and awarded it an Award of Cultural 
Merit. Well done, David. 
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Popular Vote Results:   November 2025 
# Class Name Plant Owner 

OPEN 
1 Australian 

Epiphyte 
Thelychiton kingianus  Mike Pieloor 

Others Benched: Dockrillia striolata; Davejonesia lichenastra; Sarco. Galaxy; Sarco. 
Rowena x Magenta; Sarco. hartmannii; Sarco. Pixie Princess; Sarco. Newbold 
Kyabrym; Sarco. Racheal; Sarco. Kulnura Opus 

2 Australian 
Terrestrial 

Diuris punctata Mike Pieloor 

Others Benched: Dienia ophrydis; Microtis sp,; Oligochaetochilus maximus 

3 Cymbidium Cymbidium bicolor Bill Ferris 

Others Benched: Cymbidium hybrid unknown 

4 Laeliinae Cattlianthe Gold Digger ‘Orchidglades Mandarin’ Brian Shelvey 

Others Benched: Jackfowleara Apple Blossom; Cattleya Schilleriana; Epidendrum 
Topaz Glory ‘Stunning Red’; Encyclia cordigera; Cattleya Tangerine Fire 

5 Cypripedioideae Paphiopedilum Transvaal Mike Pieloor 

Others Benched:   Paph Fanaticum; Phragmipedium x sedenii 

6 Monopodial 
Vandeae 

Renanthera citrina Karen Groenveld 

Others Benched: Aerangis modesta; Phal. Mini Mark ’Holm’; Phal. schilleriana; Phal. 
parishii;; Phal. fimbriata; Phal. unknown x3; Vanda javerae; Vanda ampullacea 

7 Oncidiinae Brassia Rex Mike Pieloor 

Oncdium Aka Baby ‘Raspberry Chocolate’; Miltoniopsis Red Knight ‘The King’; Mps. 
Golden Snows; Mps. Ellen Godfrey; Trichopilia tortilis; Tolumnia unknown; Oncostele 
Wildcat ‘Carnivale’ 

8 Pleurothallidinae Masdevallia Veitch’s Candy Cane Mike Pieloor 

Others Benched: Masdevallia Gold Purse; Masd. pumila x floribunda 

9 Exotic 
Dendrobiinae 

Durabaculum tangerinum Karen Groeneveld 

Others Benched: Dendrobium linawianum; Den. unicum; Den. thyrsiflorum; Den. 
monoliforme; Den. ellipsophyllum; Den. regium; Epigeneium treacherianum; Callista 
amabilis; Dockrillia Hot Coals 

10 Coelogyninae Pholidota chinensis Bill Ferris 

Others Benched: Nil 

11 Bulbophyllinae  Bulbophyllum urosepalum Karen Groeneveld 

Others Benched: Bulbophyllum odoratum; Bulb. lindleyanum 

12 Maxillariinae Maxillaria tenuifolia Jane Wright 

Others Benched: Nil 

13 Exotic terrestrials Disa uniflora Mike Pieloor 

Others Benched:  Pelexia maculata; Betilla striata 

NOVICE 

16 Cymbidium Cymbidium Tuffet ‘Cathy’ Bailey Dunn 

Others Benched: Cymbidium Rothsay Butterfly 

18 Monopodial 
Vandeae 

Phalaenopsis amabalis (variegated) Brendan McGarry 

Others Benched: Phal. Mini Mark; Phalaenopsis unknown 

19 Any Other Orchid Serapias lingua Krysia Szkiela 

Others Benched: Dendrobium unknown; Bletilla striata. 

 
OPEN Orchid of the Night Disa uniflora Mike Pieloor 

NOVICE Orchid of the 
Night 

Cymbidium Tuffet ‘Cathy’ Bailey Dunn 

Judges’ Choice – Species Vanda ampullacea Mark Clements 

Judges’ Choice - Hybrid Masdevellia Vietch’s Candy Cane Mike Pieloor 

Judges’ Choice - 
Specimen 

Thelychiton kingianus Mike Pieloor 
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Popular Vote - November:  

OPEN Orchid of the Night 

Disa uniflora 

Grown by Mike Pieloor 

Fast growing South African terrestrials. The species occur along the 
banks of streams and rivers. 

My Disa uniflora came from a grower in Victoria as a small division. 
The Disa kewensis I grew from a flask imported from South Africa in 
2024 – that plant is only 12 months out of flask! 

Mix and repotting: Moisture retentive. Some people use soil, peat or 
bark. I’ve found inorganic mixes or sphagnum moss works well. 

Light and temperature: Bright light. Full sun is okay in winter, but 
avoid full sun in summer. These are cool growing and do best below 
30 degrees. Keeping the roots cool in summer is preferred. Provided 
they are protected from frost, they can withstand -6 degrees. 

Water: Lots. Growing beside streams, their roots are often 
submerged or in moist soil all year. I summer Iet them sit in a reservoir of water. Water quality is important. They 
resent salts. Even Canberra tap water will cause them to eventually decline. Rainwater is best. 

Fertiliser: Hardly any. Like carnivorous plants, these plants come from low nutrient soils. Normal strength 
fertiliser (even for other orchids) will burn the roots and kill the plant. I fertilise once a month with a low dose 
(~10% recommended) and flush the pots the following watering. 

 
 
 
 
 
NOVICE-Orchid of the Night 
 
Cymbidium Tuffet ‘Cathy’ 
Grown by Baily Dunn 
I bought this cymbidium several years ago, hoping to have it in the 
house when it bloomed. I really hoped it would be one of many 
hybrids from the Cym. devonianum and floribundum grandparents 
that would tolerate my current shade-house arrangements. 

I love the leaf habit as it doesn't poke me in the eye when I handle 
it! 

For years, no flower buds appeared, but iteration is a great teacher, 
and with changes in its location from the bench to suspension, 
alongside a dedicated fertiliser change, constant water PH testing 
and for some reason, its top roots exposed, promoting a first 
flowering of five spikes was special for me. 
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Judges Choice- Hybrid 
 
Masdevellia Vietch’s Candy Cane 
Grown by Mike Pieloor 
 
I purchased this plant from Mt Beenak just before they changed 
hands. It has taken about 3 years to go from a small division to 
flowering size. 

Mix and potting: I’ve tried several mixes and killed a few 
Masdevellias over the years. The only way I can keep these alive is in 
an open mix in terracotta pots. 

Light and temperature: Shade and cool. The ancestors to this hybrid 
come from cloud forests in South America and like cool and humid 
conditions. So winter with just frost protection works well. To help 
maintain cool conditions in summer, I sit the terracotta pots in trays 
of water. These wick up the water cooling the pot and roots. The 
leaves still look a little average at this time of year. 

Water: Always moist. These plants have no storage organs and so 
need constant moisture all year. I do let them dry out a little more in 
winter. I find they get fungal infections otherwise. 

Fertiliser: I use slow release fertiliser on the top of the pots. They 
also get the occasional liquid fertiliser. 

 

 

Judges Choice -Specimen 
 
Thelychiton kingianus 
Grown by Mike Pieloor 

 

Judges’ Choice – Species 
 
Vanda ampullaceal (Basionym: Ascocentrum ampullaceum)   
Grown by Mark Clements 

 
This species inhabits the high-altitude subtropical forests near 
rivers often on deciduous trees at elevations of 300-1500 m in the 
Himalayas and Southeast Asia.   

I grow my plants in a polycarbonate-clad greenhouse where 
temperatures are maintained above 12°C and typically held during 
the day in the mid 20- 30’s and with daily regular watering.  

The plants are grown in hanging baskets and kept in high light to 
facilitate flowering which occurs regularly each year in spring. 
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Orchid Society of Canberra 

Popular Vote Results:   December 2025 
 

# Class Name Plant Owner 
OPEN 

1 Australian Epiphyte Sarcochilus Kulnura Ballerina  Mike Pieloor 

Others Benched: Cadetia taylorii; Peristerchilus Olive Grace ‘Sang-Mo’; 
Sarcochilus Heidi; Sarc. Kulnura Ballerina x Kulnura Coral Reef 

3 Cymbidium Cymbidium canaliculatum var. sparkesii David Judge 

Others Benched: Cymbidium devonianum 

4 Laeliinae Cattleya Canhamiana Mike Pieloor 

Others Benched: Caulocattleya Chantilly Lace ‘Twinkle’; Cattleya unknown 

5 Cypripedioidea Phragmipedium humboltii David Judge 

Others Benched: Paphiopedilum glaucophyllum; Paph. Saint Genevieve x Lady 
Isabel; Paph. Susan Booth ‘Highercombe’; Paph. philippinense ‘Coco’; Paph. 
William Ambler ‘Korh’       

6 Monopodial Vandeae Vanda garayi Karen Groenveld 

Others Benched: Phal. japonica; Phal. OX Happy Girl; Phal. Lioulin Violin 
‘Peloric’; Vanda falcata; Vanda Cherry Blossom 

                              
7 

Oncidiinae Brascidostele Gilded Tower ‘Mystic Maze’ David Judge 

Others Benched; Miltoniopsis Reu Komada; Milt. Pink Mommaa ‘Yosemite 
Sam’; Milt. Ellen Godfrey; Milt. Prelapsarian ‘Stefanie’; Oncidium Red Wasp 
‘Scentual Sting’; Psychopsis Mendenhall ‘Hildos’ 

8 Pleurothallidinae Masdevallia coccinea ‘Lilacina’ Jane Wright 

Others Benched: Masdevallia Super Nova ‘Beenak’; Masd. deceptrix; Masd. 
Kimball’s Sun; Restrepia dodsonii ; Rstp. roseola 

9 Exotic Dendrobiinae Dendrobium hercoglossom 
Dendrobium macrostastachyum 

Karen Groeneveld 
Mark Clements 

Others Benched: Ceraia lobata; Dendrobium Hagoromo ‘Spring Fuji’; Den. 
monoliforme f. variegata; Den. bensoniae; Den. Mingle’s Sapphire; Den. Give 
My God 

12 Maxillariinae Maxillaria tenuifolia Megan and Josh Philips 

Others Benched: Nil 

13 Exotic terrestrials Epipactis Lowland Legacy Karen Groeneveld 

Others Benched:  Disa Kewensis; Dactylorhiza fuchsii 

NOVICE 

18 Monopodial Vandeae Phaleanopsis Unknown Amanda Marshall 

Others Benched: Phal. Lianher ‘Happy Star’ 

19 Any Other Orchid Paphiopedilum Saint Swithin Brigitte Smithies 

Others Benched: Miltoniopsis unknown; Oncidium unknown. 

 

OPEN Orchid of the Night Disa Kewensis Mike Pieloor 

NOVICE Orchid of the Night Paphiopedilum Saint Swithin Brigitte Smithies 

Judges’ Choice – Species Phragmipedium humboltii David Judge 

Judges’ Choice - Hybrid Paphiopedilum Saint Genevieve x Lady 
Isabel 

David Judge 

Judges’ Choice - Specimen Sarcochilus Kulnura Ballerina Mike Pieloor 
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Popular Vote 
NOVICE Orchid of the Night 
 
Paphiopedilum Saint Swithin 
Grown by Bridgett Smithies 

 

I have had this plant for a few years now. I keep it 
indoors in a sunny position. It has been growing steadily 
but this is its first flowering. I am careful not to get the 
crown wet when I water it. 

 

 

Popular Vote - December 
OPEN Orchid of the Night 
 
Disa kewensis 
Grown By Mike Pieloor  
 
Disa uniflora and Disa kewensis require similar growing 
conditions. See Mike’s cultural notes for Disa in 
November meeting results earlier in the bulletin.  
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  Judges’ Choice – Species 
 
Phragmipedium humboltii  
Grown by David Judge 
 
Phragmipedium humboldtii is a species found in wet 
montane rainforests in Mexico, Guatemala, Honduras, 
Nicaragua, Costa Rica and Panama. It is famous for its 
exceptionally long petals, often exceeding 60 cm and 
sometimes as long as 80 cm or more in exceptional 
plants. The petals on mine were 73 cm, which I am 
extremely happy with given the small size of the plant.  

The purpose of the long petals is to attract pollinators, 
likely ants and hoverflies. I have owned this plant since 
2013, and this is the third time I have flowered it.  

I grow this plant in my heated greenhouse. The 
temperature ranges from around 15C to the mid 30's. 
Humidity is kept above 50%. It requires bright light. I give 
it the same light as my multi-floral Paphiopedilums. It 
requires a lot of moisture and should not be allowed to 
dry out too much between waterings. But don't sit it in a 
tray of water, like you might do for other 
phragmipediums. As this groups like a little more 
moisture, I grow the bigger plants in medium Orchiata 
bark (9-12 mm).  

Plants of this species are hard to find. If you want to grow 
a long-petalled Phragmipedium, a good one to try is the 
primary hybrid Grande. It is very easy to grow and readily 
available. 

 

 

Judge’s Choice-Hybrid 
 
Paphiopedilum Saint Genevieve x Lady Isabel 
Grown by David Judge 
 
This is a first flowering seedling. It is a complex 
hybrid involving three species: rothschildianum 
(50%), stonei (31.25%), and philippinense (18.75%).  

I have had a bit of bad luck with this plant. I 
purchased it in 2016 as a single growth seedling. I 
grew it to flowering size before the growth got rot. 
The new growth put up a spike a few years later, but 
the buds then aborted. So, I was third time lucky 
here after 9 years.  

I think it has been worth the wait. I grow it the same 
way as my Phragmipedium humboldtii.  
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 Judge’s Choice-Specimen 
 
Sarcochilus Kulnura Ballerina  
Grown by Mike Pieloor 

 
I purchased this plant from Barrita orchids several years 
ago as a small flowering sized plant. It has grown bigger 
each year. I’ve given it the clonal name ‘Eye of Horus’. 

Mix: Coarse perlite, scoria and bark in roughly equal 
parts. 

Light and temperature: Bright light in winter helps to 
initiate flowering, increased shade in summer to reduce 
heat stress. It is grown in a cold house, so gets to -6 C, but 
is protected from frost. 

Water: Regular watering. I try to keep the mix moist all 
year round. Weekly in winter, 2-3 times a week in summer. Sarcochilus have no storage organs (unlike 
Dendrobium and Cymbidium). If your leaves are shrivelling, you need to check the roots and possibly water more. 

Fertiliser: Weak fertiliser at almost every watering throughout the year. Occasionally a pinch of blood and bone in 
the mix. These plants never stop growing, they just slow down over winter. 

 
Cultural tips for January - February 

 
• New growths on native dendrobiums may hold water and rot in hot weather. 

• Raise humidity where possible to reduce evaporative load. See article in this bulletin for tips on raising 
humidity. 

• New growths may need encouragement to grow straight using supports. 

• Many species of Australian terrestrials are now in growth phase with the green shoots starting to appear. 
If you haven’t already repotted consider leaving it to year end, after all they don’t get repotted each year 
in the bush. The ‘fungus-dependent’ terrestrials, such as Caladenia sp. are best left undisturbed for 
several years or repotted when mature. Gradually increase watering of the terrestrials as shoots appear. 

• For other orchids, water regularly to ensure sufficient moisture and humidity for your growing conditions. 
Watering in the evening gives your plants time to absorb the water before the heat of the following day. 

• Keep pots cool. Fertilise your plants to strengthen new growth and encourage flower development. Use a 
fertiliser that orchids can tolerate – or follow the old saying ‘fertilise weekly weakly’. Always follow the 
instructions.  

• If your speciosums need a boost, try giving a tablespoon or two of the Phil Spence/Ted Walmsley formula 
- 2 parts lime - fine as possible, 1 part dolomite, 1 part blood and bone and 1 part rock dust (blue metal 
fines) mixed well together. 

•  Monitor for pests. Mites and mealy bugs are still active and aphids and munching pests can quickly take 
hold. Scale multiplies rapidly at this time of year. Check your plants at night with a torch to do some on-
the-spot extermination. Slug and snail control may require separate baits. 

• Repot plants in active growth that have outgrown their current pot, or if the bark has started to rot down. 

• Check out our Society’s book Growing Orchids in Cool Climate Australia for more culture tips. 
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Results from the November Horticultural Society Shows 
 
  

Horticultural Society of Canberra Iris, Rhododendron and Azalea Show 1st November 2025 

Class Description  Plant Owner 

51 One Cymbidium  1 Cymbidium bicolor Bill Ferris 

52 One Cattleya Alliance  1 Cattleya unknown Geoff Dyne 

2 Cattleya intermedia Geoff Dyne 

54 One Vandaceous alliance 
(including Phalaenopsis)  

1 Phalaenopsis unknown Olga Read 

2 Aerangis modesta Geoff Dyne 

55 One Oncidium alliance 1 Aliceara Tahoma Glacier Bill Ferris 

56 One Native Orchid 1 Davejonesia lichenastra Bill Ferris 

58 One Exotic Dendrobium 
Alliance 

1 Dendrobium linawianum Bill Ferris 

60 One, any other Orchid 1 Coelogyne flaccida Bill Ferris 

2 Bletilla striata Bill Ferris 

 Champion Orchid  Phalaenopsis unknown Olga Read 

 

Horticultural Society of canberra Spring Exhibition & Rose Show        15-16 November 2025 

Class Description  Plant Owner 

65 One Cymbidium 1 Cymbidium Val Peck David Judge 

2 Cymbidium Street Tango 
‘Templestowe’ 

David Judge 

67 One Paphiopedilum 
alliance  

1 Paphiopedilum Carnusianun David Judge 

2 Paphiopelilum philippinense var 
roebelenii 

David Judge 

68 One Vandaceous Alliance 
Species (including 
Phalaenopsis) 

1 Phalaenopsis unknown hybrid Mark Fraser & 
Sandra Corbett 

2 Phalaenopsis unknown hybrid Olga Reed 

69 One Oncidium Alliance 1 Miltoniopsis White Truffle ‘Bright 
Eyes’ 

David Judge 

2 Wilhelmara Pinot Princess ’Scary’ David Judge 

70 One Native Orchid 1 Sarcochilis Kulnara Secure Brian Dear 

2 Sarcochilis Kooroora Brian Dear 

71 
 

One Pleurothallid 1 Masdevallia Thea Jane Wright 

2 Masdevallia caesia Jane Wright 

72 One Exotic Dendrobium 
Alliance 

1 Dendrobium densiflorum David Judge 

2 Dendrobium nobile David Judge 

 
Champion Orchid Cymbidium Val Peck David Judge 
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The search for Calochilus saprophyticus finally successful 
Derek Corrigan 

 
Following the 2020 horrific fires which burnt eighty percent of Namadgi National Park in the ACT and were part of 
a much wider summer of fires which ranged across many states with the loss of lives and property, and inflicted 
great damage to our fauna and flora, the Society’s Conservation Group sought and gained a grant from the ACT 
Government to survey these burnt areas of Namadgi to investigate how the orchids had fared under such an intense 
fire event and the second in less than twenty years.   
 
The ACT Government Environment Department had specific interest in what they considered the rarer orchids and 
provided both a list of orchids of interest and paper printout maps of where they believed the locations of these 
orchids should be found. 

These fires revealed many weaknesses and new learnings required.  This 
proved equally true regarding the orchid records.  The fire produced not 
only destruction but also opportunity for where the fire had cleared a clean 
canvas by temporarily removing the undergrowth into which the early new 
shoots were firstly, emerging orchids.  Though it also represented a vast 
area, an enormous figurative ‘haystack’ into which, also, for this ‘needle’ of 
rare orchids to hide. 
 
Given early access into Namadgi and wearing our required hardhats for the 
purpose, we started the task armed with little more than our enthusiasm, 
orchid knowledge and the A3 printed maps as a guide.  Developing the 
tools we needed as we progressed, soon revealed the inadequacy of these 
maps with the locations indicated often little more than the vaguest 
indication of a general precinct and not the location at all. 
 
Overall, we did very well, both by acquiring and pooling local knowledge to 
guide us and diligently searching areas with an expectation of making new 

finds.  We found most of the rare 
species but not all, with several yet 
not seen again since the 2003 fires.  

Species we did find, were not always those indicated at their previous known 
locations.  But rather we also found new previously unknown locations and 
populations of species, greatly adding to the data records.   
 
Following the survey completion and report, we have not stopped searching 
and in the now five years since we first started, we have added missing 
species not found at the time including Pterostylis fischii and Corunastylis 
turfosa.   
 
While many species did respond after the fires and flowering in the following 
season, this was not true of all and not all populations of a species.  Where 
known populations of species in some burnt areas did not flower in the first 
year but flowered well in the following year, where in other burnt areas the 
same species flowered in both years. 
 
One species we had not found, Calochilus saprophyticus had troubled me and 
had been of particular interest to members of staff in the ACT Environment 
Department.  This unusual species, previously known from a single location 
in the ACT, proved elusive to relocate and not through any lack of effort.  It 
was because, as it turns out, we did not know where to look, with the location 
information very misleading at best.   

Figure 1: Conservation Group members 
searching the recently burnt areas of 
Namadgi following the 2020 fire. 

Figure 3: Calochilus saprophyticus, small 
flower appearing to be watching as it is 

photographed 

Figure 2: Conservation Group members 
searching the recently burnt areas of 

Namadgi following the 2020 fire. 
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Several years ago, my interest to find this species, by chance led me to find a previously unrecorded population in 
the ACT outside the burnt area of Namadgi and the one whose photographs are recorded in the latest local orchid 
guidebook. 

 
While I hope you will understand the reason why I will not include the location 
here, I can now confirm the original population we had searched for has been 
relocated following a combination of occurrences.  One member of the 
Society, Mark Clements, had always known the location, as he had made the 
original find in the years immediately following the 2003 fires, but with the last 
associated record being in 2012 and not recorded again since. 
I had at the time of the post 2020 fire survey, discussed the location of this 
record with Mark, though until earlier this year when we were there together, 
he had shown me more specifically the general location.  I had not fully 
understood his message regarding this location. 
 
I could have not been more excited, when Rob Gibbon, on the Thursday, the 
next day following our November meeting, during the process of following up 
a different orchid lead he had received during a discussion at the meeting.  
Quite by chance but involving his keen orchid observation skills, sent me a text 
message with several photos to ask my opinion of several unusual Calochilus 
plants he had found in flower.  Asking could they be Calochilus saprophyticus 
as they were virtually leafless.  Rob without knowing of either my interest, any 
of the previous history nor this location, had rediscovered an outlier part of 
Mark’s previous find in flower and not seen for years.   
 
 
Rob’s new find had been on his return to his car and late in the afternoon, with 
little remaining time before the gates would be locked for the day with his car 

inside.  So, following a brief unsuccessful search for other plants, he had 
headed home and to send me his text message and in response my excited 
reply phone call.   
 
Inspired by this find, the following day I visited the area myself, with Rob  
unable to join me.  Firstly, to see these plants then search for any others.  
Finding Rob’s initial three plants, plus another, my efforts were rewarded by 
rediscovering Mark’s original location, with a further forty-four plants, 
mostly all flowering.  Several phone calls followed, firstly to Rob, informing 
him, then both the ACT Department of the Environment Officers and Mark 
of our joint finds.  Followed by calling into the Namadgi Visitors Centre, as I 
headed home, to also report this find to the Rangers there.  All in all, a very 
rewarding joint effort and conclusion to what had previously been a very 
unfruitful search. 
 
 
Rob, Anne and I returned to the location again several days later, and 
following a further search were able to increase the count again to a total 
of fifty-five plants.  
 

  

Figure 4: Calochilus saprophyticus 

Figure 5: Calochilus saprophyticus plants, observe on the right in the 
enlarged photo of the base, the absence of any usual substantial 
leaf, a distinguishing feature of this unusual Calochilus species. 
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An Update on the Orchid Society Facebook Page 
Mike Pielor 

 
Mike prepared this article on the societies Facebook page to illustrate its importance for promoting the Society as 
well as how to use the page. 

We have two presences on Facebook: 

1. Our Page: Orchid Society of Canberra 

This is the source of news about our activities, including upcoming meeting and workshops and photos of plants 
benched at our meetings. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
To show you how important our page is as a promotion tool, from 
our 20-odd posts in the last 12 months, we had over 65,000 views. 
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Staying up to date 
 
If you have a Facebook account (and you do not have to have one), 
please use the QR code opposite. This will take you to our Page. Please 
click follow to stay up to date and to see the orchids benched at our 
meetings. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you are already following, but are not getting notifications, elect 
the ‘Following’ tab and edit the setting to ‘Favourites’. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

2.Our Group: Growing Orchids in Cool Climate Australia 

This group was recently renamed from Orchid Society of Canberra Inc, to reflect better the objective of a 

space to discuss growing orchids in our climate (and to brag a bit from time to time). We currently have 

284 members.  
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Keeping your cool 
Brian Dear 

 

With the very hot weather we are currently experiencing and 40C 
days being common, keeping your orchids hydrated and cool is 
crucial, especially as the humidity becomes very low. 

Watering in the early evening before a very hot day allows the 
plants to become hydrated. 

Ensuring good air flow is also important, fans can help achieve 
this. Extra shade covering at this time of the year also reduces the 
impact of solar radiation and can lower the greenhouse 
temperature.  

 

Raising the humidity can assist plants stay cool. Evaporative coolers will both 
lower the temperature and increase the humidity. Keeping the greenhouse 
floor damp, having plenty of dishes filled with water may help a little, but the 
most cost-effective way is by running a mister.  

Misters use very little water and can be run on a timer to operate on 10 min 
intervals for 5 mins for example. Misters raise the humidity and put a fine 
layer of water on the leaves without overwatering the plants. 

Mister nozzles tend to block-up as the aperture is very small, between 0.1 and 
0.3mm. They can often be unblocked by soaking in a 20% vinegar solution 
overnight. Soak them in an empty plastic milk container and give them a good 
shake. This is effective for removing calcium deposits.  

Flushing the system at the end of the season and before the start of the next 
season is good practice as it helps remove any deposits in the line. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
The impact of the mister on humidity can be seen in the figure 
opposite. The mister was coming on every 5 mins for 1 minute on a 

35C day. It caused the humidity to spike up to about 40% plus, 
while the outside humidity was only 14%. 

The temperature in the greenhouse was maintained at 24C with 

the mister, while the outside temperature was 35C. 
 

  

A pack of 20 misters 
can be obtained for 
about $17 online. 
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Orchid Silo Art 

Derek Corrigan 
 
 

During the recent Orchid Show and Conference at EPIC, I was approached by Bill 
Ferris on the Saturday morning and asked if I could assist our visiting Tasmanian 
couple, here for the conference.  They had discovered from a conversation with 
the artist of painted water tanks from a different Canberra location, that he had 
also painted several Caladenia actensis flowers on the wall of a local Canberra 
building and wished to see one in flower in the bush if I could show them. 
 
While the ACT is mostly devoid of such buildings, these are part of a recent art 
movement called Silo Art.  Where firstly grain storage silos and water towers are 
painted at the owners request and expense, recording local characters, events and 
or wildlife. There are even books, and tourist trails to promote and assist you to 
visit and see these.  
 
During a recent trip to Adelade and Kangaroo Island by my wife and I, it was part 
of our adventure to find many of these and to our surprise, we only found one 
depicting orchids during this journey.  They were painted on a grain-silo in Western Victoria at Kaniva, Thelymitra 
megcalyptra and Thelymitra rubra. 
 
Our Tasmania visitors Graeme and Gaye Chequer, also more successfully, orchid wise, followed the silo art 
adventure in their travels.  Stopping to view, as they arrived in Canberra, some painted Icon water tanks below One 
Tree Hill in the Gungahlin suburb of Taylor.  Painted on these tanks along with many fauna species are repeated 
stylized  
 
Diuris flowers, resembling Diuris orientis, not a local species though. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
See more at https://www.australiansiloarttrail.com/one-tree-hill-taylor .   
 
 

Figure 7:Silo Art including Orchids at 
Kaniva Vic. 

Figure 8: Water Tanks under One Tree Hill at Taylor ACT. 

Figure 6:Caladenia actensis. 

https://www.australiansiloarttrail.com/one-tree-hill-taylor
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Graeme and Gaye contacted the artist, Geoff Filmer who suggested they also visit another building he had painted 
off Ginninderra Drive near the Belconnen suburb of Charnwood.  It is rather out of sight on the back wall of this 
building that you will find our Canberra Spider Orchid Caladenia actensis painted.  Three flowers in fact and quite 
striking, though mostly hidden and unknown to the passing public. 

 

Figure 10: The back wall with Caladenia actensis flowers painted, well worth making a visit. 

Figure 9: Building as seen from the road. 


