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Society meetings 

Meetings are held on the first Wednesday of each month 
(except January) at the Ainslie Football Club, 52 Wakefield 
Ave, Ainslie, at 7:00 pm for a 7:30 pm start. Visitors are 
welcome. 

Contributions to the next Bulletin 
Contributions to the Bulletin are welcome and should be emailed 
to Geoff Dyne at geoffdyne@outlook.com  
Deadline for November - December edition is 23 October 2023 

www.canberraorchids.org 
Email: info@canberraorchids.org 

facebook.com/CanberraOrchidSociety 
instagram.com/canberra_orchids 

Orchid Society of Canberra, Inc 
PO Box 221 Deakin West ACT 2600 

Australia 
ABN 34 762 780 850 

 

Next Meetings 

6 September – Show arrangements and what to 
know on entering plants plus stanhopea growing 
competition and pre COVID growing competitions. 

4 October - Callyn Farrell from Down Under Native 
Orchids and Elermore Orchids will talk on Dockrillias 
and will have orchids for sale. 

1 November – Growing Orchids without a 
Greenhouse, presentations by various members 

6 December - Christmas Party 

 

Disclaimer 
© 2023 The Orchid Society of Canberra. The Orchid Society of 
Canberra disclaims liability for any loss, financial or otherwise 
caused as a result of the contents of this Bulletin. 

Upcoming Events 

16-17 September – Our Spring Show 

30 September – 1st October South and West 
Regional Conference of Orchid Societies, Cobargo 
Showgrounds.  

For events of other NSW societies, see the NSW Orchid 
Society website. See also p.15 of this Bulletin and the 
Events page of our website. 
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Celebrating 40 Years 1983 - 2023 

From the President 

In October it will be 40 years since the Society was formed. An overview of the Society over this period is in the 
Supplement to this Bulletin. 

Meanwhile, it is all go for our annual show on 16-17 September. Hopefully the weather will be favourable for the 
orchids over the next few weeks, so we have some exceptional blooms. Our show vendors are also keen and have 
lots to sell. Details of the show arrangements are on the website and in brief in this Bulletin. Entry forms will also 
be emailed a week before the date. Jane will also go through the procedures at the September meeting and 
Krysia will coordinate staffing arrangements. 

Two weeks after our show is the South and West Regional Conference of Orchid Societies at Cobargo. The 
schedule and entry form for this event are on the website (access from the Highlights page). The Society will have 
a display at the show and as far as possible, all our entries will be in the display. Jane Wright will co-ordinate 
entries for our members (use the Entry form to email your entries to show@canberraorchids.org). Arrangements 
will be detailed at the September meeting and by email. 

The September meeting will commence a Stanhopea growing competition. Mike Pieloor has approximately 20 

plants potted up and ready to grow which he has generously made available for this exercise. Mike will also give a 

brief presentation on growing Stanhopea with contributions from other members who are growing Stanhopea. 

In addition, we will recommence the growing competitions started before COVID interrupted. Growing 

competitions were started for: 

• Thelychiton speciosus (syn Dendrobium speciosum) 

• Diplodium sp. aff abruptum 

• Oncidium Sugar Sweet  

• Zygopetalum hybrid 

If you have any of these, could you please bring them to the meeting. I realise they may not be in flower, or of 
flowering size, but it will be interesting to see how successful (or otherwise) members have been with these 
plants. A prize for the best of each of the plant genera. 

The October meeting will feature a presentation and plant sale by Callyn Farrell from Down Under Native Orchids 
and Elermore Orchids. This will be a great opportunity to acquire some exceptional native orchids and learn more 
about growing them. 

Take good care of your plants over the next month so we have great displays at our show and Cobargo. 

Bill Ferris 

 

Cultural tips for September-October 

• Check your growing location daily to make sure your plants are getting appropriate moisture, warmth and 

light.  

• Start to water more often to keep new roots growing. However, be careful of late cold snaps! Take care 

watering plants that are leaving dormancy. Pleione and Catasetums can stop root growth if the media is 

too wet early in the season.  

• Monitor for pests, including early aphids and munching pests, like spring grasshoppers or caterpillars.  

• Keep your Australian terrestrials moist (but not sodden). Check for slugs and snail damage. Leaves and 

flower spikes can be eaten in one night! Also watch out for mealy bugs in Pterostylis and Thelymitra leaf 

sheaths. Consider raising your pots or using pest management. 

•  Check out the Society’s book Growing Orchids in Cool Climate Australia for more cultural tips. 
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Celebrating 40 Years 1983 - 2023 

2023 Show Overview 

Venue 

Upstairs entertainment area, Ainslie Football Club, 52 Wakefield Avenue, Ainslie. 

Show entries 

Details of procedures for registration of plant entries, definitions, schedule and entry form are provided on the 

website and will be emailed to members.  

• Please include all plants you might enter – it is easier to delete entries at registration than add extra 

entries at the last minute 

• You will be given a printed label for each entry at registration  

• Entries for the miniature classes will be determined by the Marshal 

• If you are uncertain as to what class a plant should be in, contact Jane Wright or Mark Fraser 

• If you are uncertain as to your Novice/Open status, please consult the Member page of the website 

Plant Sales 

If you are selling plants, please: 

• Ensure the treasure has your banking details so that you can be paid promptly  

• Ensure plants are pest and disease free 

• Include a tag with your name and price in each pot 

• Don’t forget the society charges a 10% commission 

Other Matters 

Please wear your society shirt and name badge. This helps patrons identify persons they can ask for assistance 

and assures your free entry.  

Wednesday 13 Sept  

• 10 pm - deadline for entries to be lodged with the registrar Jane 

Wright (show@canberraorchids.org) unless otherwise pre-

arranged with Jane 

Friday 15 Sept 

• 10 am - setup of tables, screens etc 

• 11 am - 4 pm– delivery of show entries 

• 2 pm – 4 pm – members can purchase plants 

• 7 pm – judging commences 

Saturday 16 Sept 

• 10 am - show opens to public 

• 5 pm - show closes for the day 

Sunday 17 Sept 

• 10 am - show opens to public 

• 2:45 pm - presentation of prizes 

• 3 pm - show closes 

mailto:show@canberraorchids.org
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Celebrating 40 Years 1983 - 2023 

Minutes of General Meeting Wednesday 5th July 2023 

Venue: Ainslie Football Club; Attendance: 41 members; Apologies: 2; Visitors: 2 

Meeting opened 7:35pm 

President Bill welcomed members, noting that there were more months of winter to come and the rise in 
electricity charges (and steep rises in local government rates for Queanbeyan Palerang Regional Council residents) 
was not good news for those heating greenhouses. 

Bill handed over to Mike Pieloor for his presentation Identify and Prevent Virus in Your Orchid Collection. Mike 
explained that virus is a tiny parasitic entity that infects cells and alters their chemistry. Virus are typically named 
after the plant host it was first discovered in and the type of symptom, hence names such as Cymbidium mosaic 
virus and Odontoglossum ring spot virus. Other virus include Orchid fleck virus and Phalaenopsis chlorotic spot 
virus. 

Viruses are damaging to orchids. They may cause distorted and malformed flowers, discoloured flowers, fewer 
shorter-lasting flowers, unsightly marks on leaves and stems and plant weakness. Virus can be identified by visual 
inspection (look for leaf and flower symptoms), using rapid test strips or laboratory testing.  Visual inspection is 
the least accurate, especially as markings on leaves and other parts of the orchid are also produced by bacterial 
and fungal infections. 

Bacterial infections are typically small water-soaked spots, often surrounded by yellow halos. They spread rapidly 
becoming black oozing liquid then drying up and sunken. Fungal infections are typically on the undersides of the 
leaf, showing as watery brown spots turning purple and black but surrounded by a yellow halo. Leaves turn yellow 
and narrow as they wrinkle or wilt. Leaf tips turn brown with dark rings or patches. 

Mike showed images of plants/flowers, some virused and some not, asking members to decide whether the 
plant/flower was virused. This was not easy as members found. Colour breaks in flower petals and sepals were 
relatively easy to identify compared with leaf makings. 

Mike noted that there was no treatment for virus infection. The only 
solution was to destroy the plant (best to put in sealed plastic bag, leave 
in the sun for a week or two then into the garbage bin). 

Virus infection was spread by sucking and chewing insects, human 
activity (pruning, watering and touching) and from new plants. 
Minimising virus risk then depended on effective insect control, 
sterilising tools, disinfecting hands, not reusing media, keeping areas 
clean, avoid reuse of water 
dipping dunking in a 
bucket and prevent water 
dripping from one plant to 
others. Suspect plants 
should be quarantined, 
isolating new plants and 
buy plants from nurseries 
(nurseries tend to be more 
reliable than buying from 
unknown sources). 

Phaius leaf showing chlorotic and 
necrotic streaking 

 

Virus test kit 
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Celebrating 40 Years 1983 - 2023 

After the tea break Mark Clements showed a video of a spinebill capturing nectar from an orchid. The exotic 
Dendrobium phlox (or subclausum soon to be named Coelandria phlox, native to the Molucca Islands and 
Northern Papua New Guinea) was in the sun on the verandah wall. The brightly coloured flowers and nectar 
proved irresistible to the spinebill, whose collecting prowess was like that of a hummingbird. A video is on the 
Member page of the website. 

Bill asked if all members received the July August Bulletin. Andrea Robold moved acceptance of the May minutes, 
seconded by Jacqui Turner and accepted by the meeting. Mark Fraser moved acceptance of the June minutes, 
seconded by Karen Groeneveld, and accepted by the meeting. 

Bill thanked Mike Pieloor for noting that the Society was formed forty years ago in October 1983. He advised that 
the committee was considering options to celebrate the ruby anniversary and invited suggestions from members. 
Ideas being considered included: 

• A supplement or special addition in the September/October Bulletin 

• Branding the Show e.g. “Celebrating 40 Years, 1983-2023” 

• Some sort of memento like the glass done for the 25th anniversary, 

• A get together of some sort or a cake at the September or October meeting. 

As the new membership year was well underway, Bill advised that the password to the Member page of the 
website would be updated late in the month to limit access to members only. Members would be emailed at 
time.  

Show flyers were available on the front table for members to hand out to any shops, libraries etc. Bill asked if 
members could talk to Krysia if they had any suggestions of new sponsors for the Show. We already had 
confirmation from Bunnings Fyshwick and Majura and Greengold. 

Meeting closed 9:45pm 

Further information on Virus: 

On virus in general: https://www.cosv.com.au/orchid-viruses 

Virus test strips are available from: https://barritaorchids.com/ 

Laboratory testing: https://nre.tas.gov.au/biosecurity-tasmania/plant-biosecurity/plant-
diagnostic-services/tasag-elisa-testing 

Spinebill feeding on Dendrobium phlox 

Image by Mark Clements 

https://www.cosv.com.au/orchid-viruses
https://barritaorchids.com/
https://nre.tas.gov.au/biosecurity-tasmania/plant-biosecurity/plant-diagnostic-services/tasag-elisa-testing
https://nre.tas.gov.au/biosecurity-tasmania/plant-biosecurity/plant-diagnostic-services/tasag-elisa-testing


September-October 2023  

 

6 

Celebrating 40 Years 1983 - 2023 

Popular Vote Results July 2023 

# Class Name Plant Owner 

OPEN 

1 Australian Epiphyte Dendrobium Hilda Poxon ‘Martina Mauve’ Brian Dear 
Others Benched: Dendrobium Angellene 

2 Australian Terrestrial Diplodium repandum David Judge 
Others Benched: Pterostylis baptistii; Acianthus fornicatus 

3 Cymbidium Cymbidium Atlantic Carat ‘No.1’ Geoff Dyne 

Other benched : Nil 

4 Laeliinae Rhyncattleanthe Chief Sunny Mike Pieloor 

Others Benched: Epidrendum sp; Cattleya maxima 

5 Cypripedioidea Paphiopedilum gratrixianum 
‘Geyserland’ 

David Judge 

Others Benched:  Paphiopedilum gratrixianum; Paphiopedilum insigne 
6 Monopodial Vandeae Amesiella monticola Karen and Zoe 

Groeneveld 

 Others Benched: Phalaenopsis thailandica 

7 Oncidiinae  Arthurara Sea Snake ‘Unforgettable’ Mike Pieloor 
Others Benched: Rossioglossum grande; Ionopsis utricularoides; Miltonia clowesii 

8 Pleurothallidinae Masdevellia Pichincha ‘Cape View’ Jane Wright 

 Others Benched:  Restrepia tsubotae; Rstp. antennifera;’; Masdevallia tovarensis; Pleurathallis sp. aff. 
phalangifera; Pths. truncata; Pths palliolata; Masd. Southern Sun; Masd. Gold Purse 

9 Exotic Dendrobiinae Coelandria lawesii var. bicolor ‘Georgie’ Karen and Zoe 
Groeneveld 

Others Benched: Coelandria phlox; Coelandria armeniaca 

11 Bulbophyllinae Bulbophyllum comosum Karen and Zoe 
Groeneveld 

Others Benched: Bulbophyllum sulawesii; Bulb. romyi , Cirrhopetalum dentiferum;  
12 Maxillariinae  Maxillaria sophronitis Jane Wright 

 Others Benched: Maxillaria schunkeana 

13 Exotic terrestrials Sarcoglottis acaulis Mark Clements 
Stenorrhynchos speciosus Karen and Zoe 

Groeneveld 

Others Benched: Anoectochilus formosanus; Anct. burmannicus; Spathoglottis plicata s. lat.; Spathoglottis affinis 

14 Any Other Orchid Coelia bella Andrea Robold 

 Others Benched:  Coelogyne fuscus; Mediocalcar decoratum; Med. kaniense 

 

OPEN Orchid of the Night Arthurara Sea Snake ‘Unforgettable’ Mike Pieloor 

Judges’ Choice - Species Ionopsis utricularioides Mark Clements 

Judges’ Choice - Hybrid Arthurara Sea Snake ‘Unforgettable’ Mike Pieloor 

Judges’ Choice - Specimen Mediocalcar decoratum Karen and Zoe 
Groeneveld 
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Celebrating 40 Years 1983 - 2023 

 

This is one of those intergeneric Oncidinae with Brassia, 
Miltonia, Oncidium, and Rhynchostele in its parentage. 
Because of changes in taxonomy, it can be found under 
a couple of different names. 

This particular clone has an award from the American 
Orchid Society (HCC/AOC in 2013). My plant came into 
Australia as a mericlone several years ago. I’ve been 
growing it for 2 and a half years. 

I grow this like all my Oncidinae, in a mostly inorganic 
mix of coarse perlite in a deeper pot. It gets lots of 
water while growing. Like all my orchids, it also gets a 
weak fertiliser every time I water. It needs to be grown 
very bright to initiate flower spikes. It flowers once a 
new growth matures with the flowers lasting 4-5 weeks.   

Mike Pieloor 

 

 

So named because of its superficial 
resemblance to the bladderwort 
(Utricularia), this twig epiphyte is 
widespread in central and central South 
America and is also found in the Florida 

Everglades. 

Geoff Dyne 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July Open Orchid of the night: Arthurara Sea Snake 
‘Unforgettable’, grown by Mike Pieloor 

July Judges’ Choice – Species: Ionopsis utricularioides, grown by 
Mark Clements 

,  

Projector For Sale 

The Society has purchased a new projector that is better suited to the 
large room we use at the AFC. Therefore our old but perfectly 

functional projector is for sale at $50. It is an older model (SONY VPL-
EX1) that is most suitable for smaller rooms as it has 1500 lumen 

output. It has its original bulb which is nowhere close to its 2000 hour 
life. Replacement bulbs currently sell for about $125. It doesn't have an 

internal speaker so external speakers would be required if you need 
audio. Contact Jane Wright if interested. 
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Celebrating 40 Years 1983 - 2023 

 

This orchid is widespread in 
Papua New Guinea and Irian Jaya, 
mainly in montane rainforest 
habitats.  I have seen large 
clumps of this species in the 
Southern Highlands, where it can 
form a dense mass in the canopy. 

Geoff Dyne 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Minutes of General Meeting Wednesday 2nd August 2023 

Venue: Ainslie Football Club; Attendance: 46 members; Apologies: 9; Visitors: 7.  

Meeting commenced 7.30 pm. 

Bill Ferris opened the meeting by welcoming new members to the Society: Brian Shelvey, Sandy Swaris, and Linda 
Pure. He also welcomed back former members Scott Mann and Denis Anderson. 

Bill advised that COVID is still about although less severe and encouraged members to take whatever precautions 
considered appropriate. Bill also enquired how members’ orchids were handling the cold weather noting several 
of his orchids had succumbed where he thought they would be ok. Several members also commented on having 
some losses. 

Bill Ferris introduced Jan Robinson, a member of our Society as the night’s speaker. Jan is also a judge and now 
resides in Engadine. 

Presentation by Jan Robinson - Six ‘easy to grow’ orchids. 

Jan gave an entertaining presentation on the top six easy to grow orchids in her current environment. While 
noting they may be easy to grow, they also have a number of challenges. 

No 1 - Dendrobium speciosum (also known as Thelychiton). An Aussie native - but they attract other natives such 
as slugs and dendrobium beetles. Even if they successfully flower, they may then suffer the destruction by 
cockatoos. Unfortunately, one of Jan’s plants acquired cymbidium mosaic virus which resulted in the removal of 
the plant from her garden and the clearing of the surrounding area for a period of 2 years. Laboratory test results 
can be viewed in her presentation. 

No 2 - Aussie native - Sarcochilus hartmannii. Not easy to grow well in Sydney. Also attracts pests and diseases. 
Plenty of root rot in Sydney at the moment. Needs plenty of light and air movement. Do not overwater during 
hot, humid summer days when there is no air movement.  

July Judges’ Choice – Specimen:  
Mediocalcar decoratum, grown by Karen and Zoe Groeneveld 
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Celebrating 40 Years 1983 - 2023 

No, 3 - Stanhopea nigroviolacea - This orchid has a few challenges. The roots grow downwards and up - they don’t 
like staying in pots. Flowers like to grow down or sideways, which is why they need to be potted in baskets. Slugs 
like to eat shooting flowers and millipedes are also an issue. However, they have big flowers and a big scent! Tips 
- water at least 3 times a week from October through to flowering and fertiliser helps too. 

No. 4 – Cattlianthe Trick or Treat - Some Cattleyas don’t like roots staying in pots although Trick or Treat doesn’t 
wander horizontally quite as much, just downwards. One of its biggest problems is you! Leave water on top of 
plant and it rots or you can snap off new growth. Can be impacted by slugs, white scale, caterpillars and 
dendrobium beetle larvae too. Biggest tip for Cattleyas is to hang them high. 

No. 5 - Paphiopedilum insigne Harold Koopowitz - “P. insigne is a reliable, tough plant that takes special talent to 
kill.” A tropical slipper orchid. Sometimes the leaves look OK but then remove them from the pot and they have 
no roots. Mealy bugs love paphs and they also can suffer from fungal rot. Jan has three different plants of P. 
insigne that have not flowered in years. Then a light bulb moment - perhaps too much shade. Moved to an area 
that provided plenty of light and then this winter they all flowered. General hint - don’t wait 10 years before 
moving plants around if not flowering. 

No. 6 - Cymbidium Lustrous Betty - very reliable and flowers every year in June. If too much light, it may suffer 
sunburn. Can also be affected by insects. For beginners try the newer variety of cymbidiums as the older varieties 
may be more susceptible to virus. 

A copy of Jan’s presentation can be viewed on the Members Page of the website. 

Canberra Orchid Society Show 2023 

Bill requested members volunteer to undertake roles at the upcoming show. He advised members to see Krysia 
who is maintaining a sheet to put their names down. He also advised members to follow-up any outstanding 
membership fees and badges to ensure free entry to the show. 

Jane advised that badges were yet to be ordered for newer members but would be done to ensure their arrival 
before the show. She noted that any current member wishing to buy a new badge should also let her know so 
that they can be ordered. These can be brought to the September meeting.  

Jane also advised that the Society had found a number of first day covers with orchid postage stamps that could 
be purchased for $5 each.  

Other Business 

Following the Tea Break, Bill drew members’ attention to various issues including: 

• Condolences to Simon Barry’s family on his untimely death. Simon has been a Society member over a 
number of years, including more recently.  

• An invitation was received to have a stall at South Pacific Hydroponics on 30 September; however, it was 
noted that it coincided with the Regional Show at Cobargo to which the Society was already committed. It 
was decided that we would not participate this year but perhaps the following year. 

• An Invitation from the OSNSW to attend and bench plants at the Orchids Central Show at Bankstown on 
13-15 October was also received. Noting that the Cobargo show was only two weeks earlier, Bill advised 
them that we would not be participating this year. Bill further noted that any members wishing to enter 
plants should feel free to do so.  

• The Society is celebrating 40 years. Bill advised that the Committee plans to proceed with branding the 
certificates at this year’s show. He noted that the Committee was also looking at other options including 
cake at the October or Christmas meeting.   

• Show - the final version of the schedule and definitions is on the website and a list of members in the 
novice/open classes is on the Member page of the website. Flyers are also on the entrance table. 
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Celebrating 40 Years 1983 - 2023 

• Financial members will be advised shortly by email of a change in the password to access the Member 
page of the website. A reminder email has been sent to those yet to renew their membership to avoid 
being removed from the mailing list. 

• Library – Krysia advised that she would be taking over the library previously held by Andrea. She also 
requested anyone who currently has books on loan to return them to her asap. Once the library is set up, 
members can see what is available on our website. Members may access the library at Krysia’s home on a 
particular day to be advised. Krysia will also bring several topical books to each meeting that people may 
wish to borrow. The period of loan is one month. 

Next meeting: Wednesday 6 September 2023 

Meeting closed 9.30pm 

 

 

 

 

 

I purchased this plant from Tinonee Orchids back 
in 2017. I’d been having some success with this 
style of orchid and thought I’d try another.  

It is a hybrid of 3 species: Phauis tankervilleae, 
Phaius wallichii and Gastrorchis Steinhardtiana 
(syn. Gastrorchis pulchra var. perriera). It is a 
terrestrial, so I use quality potting mix, top-dressed 
with bark. Because of the soft leaves, it is prone to 
infestations of soft scale, so I use an insecticide pill 
in the mix. I grow it in my shady warm greenhouse 
because that’s where I have space, but I think it 
would be fine growing much cooler.  

I will do an experiment this year with one division 
in the normal place and one in a cooler 
greenhouse to see if I can have it flower a little 
later (for our show). 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

July Open Orchid of the night:  
Gastrophaius Lady Ramona Harris ‘Looking @ You’, grown 

by Jane Wright 
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Popular Vote Results August 2023 

# Class Name Plant Owner 

OPEN 

1 Australian Epiphyte Dendrobium Rhubarb Pie ‘Knockout’ Brian Dear 
Others Benched: Dendrobium Troppo’s Sunrise ‘Gleaming’; Den. Avril’s Gold 

2 Australian Terrestrial Pterostylis collina Mike Pieloor 
Others Benched: Chiloglotis diphylla 

4 Laeliinae Isabelia pulchella Bill Ferris 
Others Benched: Epidendrum calanthum 

6 Monopodial 
Vandeae 

Phalaenopsis hybrid unknown Nick Westerink 
Others Benched: Phalaenopsis hybrid unknown x2 

7 Oncidiinae  Bratonia Charles M. Fitch ‘Izumi’ Mike Pieloor 
Others Benched: Nil 

8 Pleurothallidinae Pleurothallis truncata Karen and Zoe 
Groeneveld  

Others Benched:  Stelis restrepioides; Masdevallia tovarensis; Masd.princeps; Masd. 
Mary Staal ‘Laurie Jeannie’; Masd. Red Hot Chili x Copperwing; Masd. coccinea; 
Restrepia brachypus; Rstp. sp.;Pleurothallis niveoglobuus; Pths flexuosa; Porroglossom 
muscosum 

9 Exotic Dendrobiinae Dendrobium unknown hybrid Karen and Zoe 
Groeneveld 

Others Benched: Dendrobium linawianum; Den. Chorostele; Den. sanderae; Den. 
forbesii var. praestans 

10 Coelogyninae Coelogyne G. Beryl Read ‘Kirribilly’ Bob Forrester 
Others Benched: Nil 

12 Maxillariinae  Maxillaria porphryrostele Ben Wallace 
Others Benched: Mormolyca ringens 

13 Exotic terrestrials Gastrophaius Lady Ramona Harris ‘Looking @ You’ Jane Wright 
Others Benched: Stenorrhynchos speciosum x2 

NOVICE 

15 Australian Native Dendrobium falcorostrum Jacqui Turner 
Others Benched:   Pterostylis curta; Ptst. nutans 

16 Cymbidium Cymbidium Gowling’s Gem ‘Snow Queen’ Bailey Dunn 
Others benched: Nil  

17 Laeliinae Cattlianthe Amaroo Megan and Joshua 
Phillips 

Others Benched:  Nil 
19 Any Other Orchid  Paphiopedilum insigne 

Paphiopedilum spicerianum 
Brian Shelvey 

Others Benched:   nil 
 

OPEN Orchid of the Night Gastrophaius Lady Ramona Harris ‘Looking @ You’ Jane Wright 

NOVICE Orchid of the Night Cymbidium Gowling’s Gem ‘Snow Queen’ Bailey Dunn 

Judges’ Choice - Species Dendrobium forbesii var praestans Karen and Zoe 
Groeneveld 

Judges’ Choice - Hybrid Masdevallia Mary Staal ‘Laurie Jeannie’ Karen and Zoe 
Groeneveld 

Judges’ Choice - Specimen Dendrobium Australian Rhubarb Pie ‘Knockout’ Brian Dear 
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I trawled eBay at the beginning of 2022 for a medium orchid 
with similar colour to the famous standard Kimberly Splash, 
and the Gowling’s Gem Snow Queen fitted the brief from an 
award-winning grower, Graham Morris. 

Grown in a north facing shade house with 50% green and 
50% white shade cloth, which I often add or substract 
depending on the intensity of the sun, or the wind strength. I 
repotted this orchid into a substrate of compost, coir fines 
and orchid bark. 

I use environmentally friendly fungal and bug sprays every 7-
14 days. I use a combination of a two-part liquid fertilizer, 
and standard slow acting pot bound fertilizers which I buy 
from our club every meeting. I do supplement with various 
additives including shell grit and Neutrog care supplements. 

I use various micron-specific nozzles I bought from the USA 
to maintain maximum leaf moisture absorption for 
soaking/spraying with rainwater and have learned to read 
the presentation of orchid leaves which aids in decisions by 
way of fertilizer and hormone treatments including seaweed 
or fungal spray timing. 

Bailey Dunn 

 

 
 

 

This species is a native of Papua and New Guinea, where it grows 
in mountain rainforests at elevations of 900-1500m. Being from 
such high elevations, it tolerates cooler conditions (not cold!).  

I grow it warm, on the brighter side of my hot green house (15-
30C), 80% humidity; it gets watered well, with a slight reduction in 
winter. Many Sayeria species (syn Dendrobium Section Latouria) 
are highly perfumed, and this is no exception. The flowers last for 
some weeks. 

Karen Groeneveld 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August Popular Vote – Novice:  
Cymbidium Gowling’s Gem ‘Snow Queen’, Grown 

by Bailey Dunn 

August Judges’ Choice – Species:  
Sayeria (syn Dendrobium) forbesii var 
praestans, grown by Karen and Zoe 

Groeneveld 
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Masdevallia Mary Staal is a hybrid 
between Masdevallia coccinea and M. 
Angel Frost (a hybrid between Masdevallia 
veitchiana and M. strobelii) that was 
registered in 1991. Most of the registered 
offspring of this cross have yellow flowers. 
The ‘Laurie Jeannie’ clone, with its soft 
white segments and yellow caudae (the 
pointy bits) has won awards in the USA and 
Australia. I grow it cool (8-27C) and moist 
(don’t let it dry out) with high humidity 
(80%), along with my other pleurothallids. 
With medium light levels it flowers often 
and well. I find it to be an easy 
pleurothallid to grow. 

 
Karen Groeneveld 

 
 

 

 

 

This plant was purchased at least 8 years ago.  
Australian Rhubarb Pie is a cross between Den. 
Victorian Bride x Den. Cobber made in 2007. There 
are a number of grexes with “Knockout’ being one 
and another, ‘Kahlene’ being awarded Australian 
Native Orchid of the Year in 2017.  

Its species composition is Dendrobium kingianum 
43%, Den. tetragonum 20%, Den. speciosum 17%, 
Den. fleckeri 12%, and Den. falcorostrum 6%. 

I grow it in a polycarbonate greenhouse under 
50% shade cloth with a temperature range of 1 to 
35 degrees C. It has a short compact growth habit 
and is a profuse flowerer from July to September. 

 

Brian Dear 
 

 

 

 

 

 

August Judges’ Choice – Hybrid:  
Masdevallia Mary Staal ‘Laurie Jeannie’, grown by Karen and Zoe 

Groeneveld 

August Judges’ Choice – Specimen:  
Dendrobium Australian Rhubarb Pie ‘Knockout’, grown by 

Brian Dear 

Horticultural Society of Canberra Show Dates 

Spring Bulb and Camellia Show    16 – 17 September 

Iris, Rhododendron and Azalea Show  28 – 29 October 

Spring Exhibition and Rose Show  11 - 12 November 
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Orchid Library News 

The books have found a new home! They are now in residence at Krysia’s place. Most are on the shelves 
according to the number you will find in the member’s section on the Canberra Society of the ACT website. 

There are around 200 books on the register but around 60 are unaccounted for. So, if you have a book belonging 
to the Orchid Society library, we would really appreciate its return.  Please check your bookshelves. A book 
amnesty will apply even for those missing for years!  

Many of the books have been donated by past and present members and that is much appreciated, with further 
donations always welcome. 

We have many periodicals to which we no longer subscribe as well as some older back copies of the ones we still 
do. It has been agreed to make these available to members for free. They will be available if you personally visit 
the library as well as on the Give Away/Raffle Table at our meetings. 

Periodicals include: 

• Orchids Australia (some old back copies - you can borrow more recent copies as we have an annual 
subscription) 

• Orchid Digest (some old back copies - you can borrow more recent copies as we have an annual 
subscription) 

• Australian Cymbidium Scene 

• The Orchadian 

• The Orchid Review 

• Australian Review 

The library will be available by appointment every Wednesday except Society Meeting Night.  

Contact me to arrange a visit, preferably by sending a message to 0421 636324 (please do not ring)  

or email library@canberraorchids.org  

Cheers 

Krysia Szkiela   

 

  

Another Request for members 

Please save and bring in boxes and bags to the show for 

packing plants purchased at our sale table. We need lots of 

small to medium sized boxes. Shoe boxes and wine boxes cut 

in half are great. Please cut off the top flaps if they won’t 

fold down into the box. Any spare clean plastic bags will be 

welcome, as well as newspaper to pack with! 

Thank you! 

mailto:library@canberraorchids.org
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Orchid Shows in Canberra Region 

2 Sep 

9am-5pm 

Shoalhaven Orchid Society 

Bomaderry Community Centre 

19 Birrely St, Bomaderry  

2-3 Sept 

Sat 10am-5pm 

Sun 10am-3pm  

Batemans Bay Orchid and Foliage Club 

Soldiers Club 

Batemans Bay 

9-10 Sept 

Sat 9am-9pm 

Sun 10am-3pm  

Central Coast Orchid Fair and Show 

Anglican Church Hall, 

Cnr Brooke Ave & Eastern Rd 

Killarney Vale  

9-10 Sept 

Sat 10am-3:30pm 

Sun 9am-2pm  

Milton-Ulladulla Orchid Society Spring Show 

Civic Centre 

Ulladulla 

14-16 Sept  
North Shore Spring Show 

St Ives Shopping Centre 

16-17 Sept 

Sat 9am-4pm 

Sun 9am-2pm  

Eurobodalla Orchid Club Spring Show 

Leisure Centre 

Narooma 

23 - 24 Sep 

Sat 9am-5pm 

Sun 9am-3pm 

Wagga Wagga Orchid Society 

Wagga Wagga Showground Hall 

Bourke St, Wagga Wagga 

30 Sept - 1 Oct 

Sat 9am-4pm 

Sun 9am-1pm 

South and West Region Orchid Show 

Showground  

Cobargo 

7-8 Oct 
Albury Wodonga 

tba 

13 - 15 Oct 

Fri/Sat 9am-4pm 

Sun 9am-2pm 

Orchids Central 

Club Condell Park 

178 Eldridge Rd, Bankstown 

21-22 Oct 

Fri 10am-5pm 

Sat 10am-3pm 

Batemans Bay Orchid and Foliage Society 

Soldiers Club 

2 Beach Rd, Batemans Bay 

21 Oct 

Sat 9am-5pm 

Shoalhaven Orchid Society 

Bomaderry Community Centre 

19 Birrely St, Bomaderry  

3-4 November 

Sat 9am-4pm 

Sun 9am-1pm  

Sapphire Coast Orchid Club Summer Show 

Town Hall 

Pambula 
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THE ORCHID SOCIETY OF CANBERRA 

Celebrating 40 Years  1983-2023 

 

Special Supplement to the September/October 2023 Bulletin 

The Canberra Orchid Society was formed in October 1983 by a group of about 20 orchid enthusiasts. It 

became an incorporated body under the ACT legislation on 12 October 1988. The first Bulletin was 

produced in 1986 and every alternate month since. 

The society has regularly met each month except January (some meetings were on-line during the COVID 

outbreak) and has held a show in the Spring since establishment. 

Meetings of the Society were held in the Griffin Centre, Civic 

until moving to the Senior Citizens Club in Turner in 2003, then 

the Seventh Day Adventist Church in 2007 and finally to the 

Ainslie Football Club in 2020. 

To promote knowledge of orchids and how to grow them in 

local conditions, the Society produced a book in 1994 titled 

Growing Orchids in Canberra and other cool climate districts. 

This book was prepared by society members to supplement 

the limited information on growing orchids in Canberra 

climatic conditions and reflected their experiences in the local 

area. An update of the book tilted Growing Orchids in Cool 

Climate Australia with Special Reference to Canberra was 

released in 2005, followed by a second edition in 2013. The 

books have been popular, selling over 1,000 of each of the last 

two editions.  

 

 

  

Current members of the Canberra 

Orchid Society who have been 

members for >30 years: 

Sheila and Peter Cudmore* 
Geoff Dyne 

Mark Fraser & Sandra Corbett* 
Ann Howarth 

Bill Keeley 
Scott Mann 

Judy Osborne* 
Brian and Lynne Phelan 

David Rentz 
Rob and Audrey Rough* 

John Ryan 
Paul Tyreman 

Ben and Xiaomei Wallace 
Jane Wright* 

(*life members) 

 

Our 1994 book 

 

Our 2005 book 

 

2013 edition 
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The Society has held an annual spring show every year, although to minimise the risk of COVID the 2020 

show was held virtually and in 2021 the show was restricted to members only. The first formal show was 

held at Phillip College in 1986. It was moved to St. John’s Church Hall in 1991, to the Wesley Centre in 2013, 

and finally to the Ainslie Football Club in 2017. 

Our annual show has benefitted from the support of various sponsors. Those current sponsors who have 

been supported our show for over five years include: Australian Botanical Bookshop, Greengold Garden 

Nursery, Heritage Nursery, Willow Park Nursery and Bunnings Fyshwick. Early commercial vendors at the 

shows were Dendi Orchids and Firetail Orchids. Our vendors for the last few years have been: Sims Orchids, 

Johnstons Orchids, Orchid Species Plus and South Pacific Hydroponics. 

The Society is a member of the NSW South and West Region Orchid Societies, participating in and sharing 

the hosting of regional shows. The first of these shows was held in Wagga Wagga in 1989. Canberra hosted 

the South and West Regional Show and Conference in 1995, 2003 and 2013. 

The Sapphire Coast Orchid Club started a series of Orchid Workshops in March of each year and Canberra 

members started attending. Canberra joined in and hosted its first workshop in 2005, and again in 2008, 

2011, 2017 and 2023. 

Several of our members have trained to become accredited orchid judges. Judy Osborne and John Ryan 

first, followed by Jane Wright, Sheila Cudmore and Robyn Noel. 

Society members have been successful in major regional shows. Also, members have won awards for the 

plants they have grown, including 3 FCCs. Some awarded plants are shown below. 

Paphiopedilum dianthum ‘Rajani’ 
grown by David Judge 

 Angulocaste Nowra ‘Miss Sarah’ 
Grown by Theo and Jenny Schutz 

  
ACE and the AOC Cultural Award of the Year 2014 First Class Certificate 

  

Habenaria medusa 'Delicate Viper' 
Grown by Jane Wright 

Paphiopedilum Harold Koopowitz 'Venous Red' 
Grown by David Judge 

  

Highly Commended Certificate Highly Commended Certificate 
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Pterostylis x ralphcranei ‘Sunshine’ 
Grown by Karen Groeneveld 

 Dendrobium lawesii 'Georgie' 
Grown by Brian and Lynne Phelan 

  
Award of Merit Award of Merit and Award of Cultural Merit 

  

Cattleya intermedia 'Orlates Imperial' 
Grown by Geoff Dyne 

Paphiopedilum Krazy Teez 'Tez's Muse' 
Grown by Terry Turner 

  
Award of Merit Award of Distinction 

  

Cattleya Dendi’s Perfection ‘Tanya’ 
Grown by Rob Rough 

Paphiopedilum Susan Booth ‘Paracombe’  
Grown by David Judge 

  

Highly Commended Certificate First Class Certificate 
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Awarded Plants Grown by Members 

Plant Award Grower Date 
Oncidium Murray River 'Golden Fire' AM Brian & Lynne Phelan 23/09/2001 

Angulocaste Nowra 'Miss Sarah' FCC Theo & Jenny Schutz 25/09/2004 

Dendrobium Star of Riverdene 'Norma Stafford' HCC Theo & Jenny Schutz 21/09/2007 

Cattleya intermedia 'Orlates Imperial' AM Theo & Jenny Schutz 21/09/2007 

Paphiopediulum Prince Edward of York ‘Queenscliff’  AM Terry Turner 31/03/2008 

Jonesiopsis filamentosa 'Anne' CBM Mark Clements 10/10/2008 

Paphiopedilum Harold Koopowitz 'Venous Red' HCC David Judge 20/09/2009 

Sarcochilus ceciliae ‘Kathryn Ann’ AM, ACC Jane Wright 24/10/2009 

Paphiopedilum Krazy Teez 'Tez's Muse' AD Terry Turner 19/09/2010 

Cattleya Dendi's Perfection 'Tanya' HCC Robert Rough 19/09/2010 

Maxillaria longissima ‘Long Tails’ HCC Geoff Dyne 17/09/2011 

Pterostylis pedunculata ‘Rye Park' ACM Nita Wheeler 17/09/2011 

Cymbidium canaliculatum 'Lommerryck' ACM Karen Groeneveld 1/10/2011 

Brassia keiliana 'Lynne' AM, ACM Brian Phelan 1/10/2011 

Paphiopedilum gratrixianum 'Geyserland' AM David Judge 25/03/2012 

Dendrobium lawesii 'Georgie' AM, ACM Brian & Lynne Phelan 30/06/2012 

Rossioglossum Rawdon Jester 'Lynne' AM, ACM Brian & Lynne Phelan 30/06/2012 

Brassia aurantiaca 'Nye Hill' AM Brian Phelan 7/09/2012 

Stenorrhyncos speciosum ‘Macgregor’ CBM Jane Wright 22/09/2012 

Cynorkis compacta 'Jim' CBM Mark Clements 22/09/2012 

Coelogyne schultesii 'Kirribilli' CBM Kevin Dawes 22/09/2012 

Paphiopedilum Houghtoniae 'Anisha' HCC David Judge 23/09/2012 

Pinalia spicata 'Berna' CBM Mark Clements 5/05/2013 

Paphiopedilum Wössner Ministar 'Memoria Tasman Lewis' HCC David Judge 5/05/2013 

Paphiopedilum dianthum 'Rajani' ACE David Judge 10/03/2014 

Paphiopedilum Richard Ong 'Ken Judge' AM David Judge 3/10/2015 

Oncidium La Houge Bie 'Hopkins Ingot' AM Brian & Lynne Phelan 3/10/2015 

Habenaria medusa ‘Delicate Viper’ HCC Jane Wright 13/03/2016 

Bulbophyllum fritilariiflorum ‘Roger’ AM Jane Wright 13/03/2016 

Masdevallia Zoe ‘Thea’s Sister’ HCC Jane Wright 25/09/2016 

Cymbidium Langleyensis 'Jan' HCC Brian & Lynne Phelan 25/09/2016 

Pomatocalpa spicatum 'Andado' CBM Mark Clements 22/09/2017 

Pterostylis x ralphcranei 'Sunshine' AM Karen Groeneveld 19/07/2018 

Paphiopedilum rothschildianum 'Fay Judge' AM David Judge 21/09/2018 

Pterostylis baptistii ‘Alex’ AM Mark Clements 5/10/2018 

Paphiopedilum Bel Royal 'Memoria Terry Turner' AM David Judge 5/10/2018 

Paphiopedilum Susan Booth 'Paracombe' FCC David Judge 24/11/2018 

Paphiopedilum philippinense var. roebelinii 'Coco' AM David Judge 24/11/2018 

Barbosella cogniauxiana 'Stellar' CBM Karen Groeneveld 2/03/2019 

Dendrobium tetragonum 'Urunga' HCC, ACE William Ferris 19/09/2020 

Paphiopedilum rothschildianum 'Anisha' AM David Judge 14/10/2021 

Paphiopedilum Johanna Burkhardt 'Rajani' AM David Judge 31/10/2021 

Corysanthes hispida 'Wulgulmerang' FCC, ACE David Judge 7/05/2023 
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Key to Awards 

Awards for Flower Quality Awards for Culture 

FCC – First Class Certificate ACE – Award of Culture Excellence 

AM – Award of Merit ACM – Award of Culture Merit 

HCC – Highly Commended Certificate ACC – Award of Culture Commendation 

AD – Award of Distinction  

CBM – Certificate of Botanical Merit  

Life Members of the Society 

Life membership of the society is granted to those 

members who have made a significant 

contribution to its activities. 

Year Awarded to: 
 Tom & Joyce Linden 
 Judy Osborne 
 Sheila Cudmore 

1999 Jane Wright 
2001 Les Lincoln 
2003 Lawrence Woods 
2005 Robert Rough 
2006 Audrey Rough 
2009 Mark Fraser 
2010 Bob Bush 
2011 Robyn Noel 
2018 Bill Ferris 
2022 Karen Groeneveld 

 

Meritorius Service Award 

Members can also be recognised for their 

services by the Orchid Society of New South 

Wales Meritorious Service Award. 

Year Awarded to: 
1990 Tom & Joyce Linden 
1990 Brian Davies 
1992 Les Lincoln 
1998 Laurie Woods 
1999 Audry Rough 
1999 June Alden 
2000 Robyn Noel 
2001 Lynne Phelan 
2003 Ben Wallace 
2005 Robyn Noel 
2006 Mark Fraser 
2011 Ben Walcott 
2012 Bill Ferris 
2022 Derek Corrigan 

 

 

 

 
OSC Display at the AOC Show, Port Macquarie 
NSW 2006 

 

 

 
OSC Display at the S&W Regional Show  Bega 
2007 

 


