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From the President

Following the AGM we have all positions filled for 2023-24. Welcome to Karen Groeneveld who has rejoined the
committee.

The main task for the committee over the next few months is preparing for our show on 16-17 September. There
are many aspects to the show where member support is vital, such as staffing the entry desk, the sales table, the
creche, setup and take down of screens etc, publicity, seeking sponsor support to list a few. We are looking at
some minor changes to help make improvements on last year’s successful show. A forewarning that there will be
a change to the Coelogyne class in the schedule to reflect its recent classification — more to come on this.

One word that orchid growers don’t like to hear is virus. Many growers have destroyed a collection to control this
disease. At the July meeting Mike Pieloor will tell us of the tell-tale signs of virus and his experience with virus.
This will be especially helpful to members new to orchid growing.

At the August meeting Jan Robinson will talk about 6 easy to grow orchids. Come to the meeting to find out what
the 6 orchids are.

On the technology front, the committee has agreed to purchase a new projector and computer to operate it. The
old projector has served us well for many years and even has the original globe. So look forward to bigger brighter
slide shows.

We are now well into winter. Even so we may experience lower temperatures so watch that heating is working (if
growing warm/hot climate orchids) and limit watering to the mornings. Even without heating a wide range of
orchids can be grown in a greenhouse that is lined with twin wall polycarbonate or bubble wrap. Many
Cymbidiums should be showing spikes —be careful not to damage these as they are easily snapped off and if they
are not the pendulous kind, stake to get a good arrangement. The terrestrial orchids are also growing nicely.

Bill Ferris

Cultural tips for July-August

e Check your growing location daily to make sure your plants are getting appropriate moisture, warmth and
light.

e Continue to be sparing with water for plants that prefer a drier rest over winter. This includes soft cane
dendrobiums, Catasetums and tropical deciduous species. While dormant, keep them dry until after new
growth begins.

e Many cymbidiums and native dendrobiums will be producing flower buds. Ensure spikes have room. Start
staking early to get the best display. Keep an eye out for slugs and snails, which love to munch on buds!

e  Monitor for pests, including scale and mites for plants grown in greenhouses or indoors. They thrive in the
drier warm environment.

e All Australian terrestrials should now have leaves. If any pots have not grown, don’t throw them out as the
tuber can still make a replacement for next year. You should aim to keep them moist (but not sodden) until

spring.

e Check out our book Growing Orchids in Cool Climate Australia for more cultural tips, including instructions for
staking spikes.
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Minutes of General Meeting, 3rd May 2023
Present: 45; Apologies: 6; Visitors: 2.
The meeting opened at 7:30 pm.

The President Bill Ferris welcomed everyone to the meeting. He welcomed lan and Irene Chalmers. lan gave a
presentation on shows and a forest visit in Tokyo and Taiwan 2019.

He showed a picture of the Tokyo Dome where there were 40 displays and 70 vendors. He said that the first price
of the highest priced orchid show is a Mercedes mini!

lan attended the show as a judge for lycastes. A Paphiopedilum Emerald Gate 'Green Gold' was grand champion.
Amongst orchids that were shown were lonopsis which in nature only grows above water, the yellow form of
Cattleya coccinea, Cymbidium goeringii. For the latter, both pot and plant are judged together and one of the
criteria is whether there is harmony between these two components.

Some orchids are grown and judged for their leaves.

In Taiwan, the park he and Irene visited was an old forest which was now visited by tourists. Orchids are a
common sight with some people growing them in their front yard and as decoration in temples. Pleiones grow
next to railways and in road ditches, bulbophyllums on trees. An attraction was a sacred tree with more than 12m
circumference. It is more than 2500 years old!

lan and Irene also attended a show in Taiwan. A spectacular Dendrobium polyanthum was displayed as were lots
of Phalaenopsis and Paphiopedilum, divided into many classes. There were many elaborate displays. An excellent
tip for growers was that at the show lan noticed that many plants were grown to very large sizes which lead to
much better flowering. Let’s not divide them up too soon!

Bill reminded members of the popular vote, and that membership renewals were due and of the giveaway table.

General Business

After the break, Bill briefly talked about the workshop last weekend. There were 40 registrants. He thought the
vendors did a great job, presentations were interesting and they shared lot of their experiences/failures in orchid
growing — no one is borne expert in orchid growing — we must learn from our failures. Mark Clements gave a great
overview of orchid nomenclature. Just as important the AFC treated us well with refreshments, we needed that
after helping lug the vendors products through the kitchen, down narrow corridors and into the little lift at the
back. | thank those society and other registrants who helped in that exercise.

Bill reminded us of the AGM in June and that Bob Forrester will be away. He advertised (again) the two vacant
positions on the committee and asked for nominations by 26 May.

Bill also reminded us that we will enter a display at the Cobargo show this year. The South-West Region clubs hold
shows every two years. Sapphire Coast Club is this year’s host, and the theme is ‘Australia in poetry and song’. We
intend to recreate Mulga Bill's bicycle. Robyn has already booked a house for those who would like to come along
to the show. If you want to come along then please let us know. The date is the long weekend in September and
October. We are intending to leave Canberra on Thursday.

The weekend following will be the Orchid Central Show in Sydney (which is replacing the Southern Orchid
Spectacular).

The popular vote and judges’ choices were presented. Bill announced the speakers for June (Dr David Collings)
and August (Jan Robertson).

The meeting closed at 9.00pm.
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Popular Vote Results May 2023

# ‘ Class Name ‘ Plant ‘ Owner

OPEN

1 Australian Epiphyte ‘ Dendrobium Baumer’s Aussie Fire ‘ Brian Dear
Others Benched : Nil

2 Australian Terrestrial ’ Corybas hispidus ‘ David Judge
Others Benched: Diplodium obtusum; Diplodium longipetalum; Diplodium decurvum; Diplodium laxum.

3 Cymbidium ’ Cymbidium erythrostylum ‘ Karen and Zoe Groeneveld
Others Benched:Nil

4 Laeliinae ‘ Encyclia Unknown ‘ Brian Dear
Others Benched: Cattleya bowringiana; Cattleya maxima; Cattleya Little Mermaid ‘Janet’; Rby. Chief
Cindy ‘Perfume’; Cattleya schillerania

5 Paphiopedilum ‘ Paphiopedilum Formosa Lady ‘ David Judge
Others Benched : Paph.henryanum; Paph. coccineum.

6 Monopodial Vandeae ‘ Schoenorchis juncifolia ‘ Karen and Zoe Groeneveld
Others Bemched : Phal. Sunlands Golden Miracle; Cleisostoma simondii; Holcoglossum wangii

7 Oncidiinae ’ Gomesa crispa ‘ Bill Ferris
Others Benched: Miltonia regnelli; Gomesa radicans

8 Pleurothallidinae ‘ Pleurothallis sp ‘ Geoff Dyne
Others Benched: Pleurothallis schweinfurthii; Masdevallia pumila x floribunda; Trichosalpinx
triangulipetala; Pleurothallis phalangifera; Porroglossum muscosum; Pleurothallis stricta;
Masdevallia Vin Rouge; Restrepia sp.

9 Exotic Dendrobiinae ‘ Ceraia exilis ‘ Karen and Zoe Groeneveld
Others Benched: Aporum elevator

10 Coelogyninae ’ Dendrochilum magnum ‘ Geoff Dyne
Others Benched: Nil

11 Bulbophyllinae ‘ Cirrhopetalum appendiculatum ‘ Mark Clements
Others Benched: Cirrhopetalum skeatianum

13 Exotic terrestrials ’ Spathoglottis kimballiana ‘ Mike Pieloor
Others Benched: Stenoglottis longifolia

14 Any Other Orchid ‘ Zygopetalum maculatum ‘ Karen and Zoe Groeneveld
Others Benched: Macodes sanderiana

OPEN Orchid of the Night Corybas hispidus David Judge

Judges’ Choice — Species Corybas hispidus David Judge

Judges’ Choice — Hybrid Masdevallia Vin Rouge Jane Wright

Judges’ Choice — Specimen Pleurothallis schweinfurthii Jane Wright

May Orchid of the night and Judges’ Choice — Species
Corybas hispidus, grown by David Judge
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Annual General Meeting Wednesday 7'" June 2023

Ainslie Football Club
Present: 35; Apologies: 11; Visitors: 2.
Meeting opened at 7.35 PM

Bill Ferris opened the meeting and sought acceptance of the 2022 AGM minutes. Krysia Szkiela moved
acceptance, Andrea Robold seconded, and minutes were accepted.

President’s Report

After two years of disruptions because of COVID the past year settled back almost to normal. Our usual eleven
meetings and a show open to the public were held here in the AFC. In addition, there were three workshops
hosted by members at their homes and the club hosted the South and West Region Workshop. The society also
entered a display at the Southern Orchid Spectacular and ran a major sales table at the Autumn Horticultural
Society Show.

Show attendance was back to pre-COVID numbers. Besides the great range of orchids entered for judging,
members supplied a large volume of plants for sale. The support of the vendors: Sims Orchids, Johnston’s Orchids,
Orchid Species Plus and South Pacific Hydroponics; was a major contributor to the success of the show as was the
contributions from sponsors.

Presentations at the meetings were top class and covered a wide range of orchid topics. The sales and give away
tables were well supplied and popular.

A special thanks to Craig Miles and Stephen Stebbing for attending the Regional Workshop and their informative
and enjoyable presentations Those attending were able to choose from a wide range of plants and growing
supplies.

Thanks to Karen Groenveld, Mark Clements and Anne McKenzie for hosting workshops for members.

Attendance at meetings picked up through the year, with an average attendance of 40. In addition, 60 attended
the Xmas party, the highest for some years. In part the strong attendance figure has been boosted by new
members. It has been pleasing to welcome 18 new members to the society during the year, including our first
junior member in many years. These were: Joshua and Megan Philips, Ciaran Ernst-Russell, Ned Johnston, Anne
Gibbon, Natasha Abbott, Sandra Thomas, Belinda Murphy, Barry Nash, Kay Plummer, Geoff Lenehan, David
McGuinness and Na Khanprasant, Jan Melton, Brenda Garrett, Jan Robinson and junior Oliver Sear.

A few former members became financial again and as a result membership at the end of the year was 104.

A special thank you to Derek Corrigan and the Conservation team. This group of dedicated workers has
contributed immensely to knowledge of terrestrial orchids in the ACT and surrounds, effort which has also been
financially supported and appreciated by the ACT authorities.

The Society has benefited from the generous donations of various members of the public who, for various
reasons, could no longer keep their orchids and wanted them to go to good homes. These included, in the past
financial year: John Kain, Elsie Ongley, and Leona Steen. Since then, there have been donations from Bruce
(forgotten his surname) and David Sutherland. | thank them for their plants, and we will try to do the best for
them.

Hopefully there are no unexpected adverse events in the coming year so we can look forward to our show in
September and the South and West Region Show and Conference at Cobargo.

Finally, some thank-yous. First to the AFC — the facilities here are very suitable for our functions and the AFC has
been very co-operative in the running of our show and the workshop.

Thanks to the Committee for their support over the year. Thanks to Bob for keeping the accounts in order. Jenny
has had some unfortunate health episodes but has done all she could as secretary. Geoff Dyne and Krysia have
pulled the Bulletin together. Andrea has helped locate speakers and helped minute taking while Brenda worked
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on the sales table. Jane has as usual played a valuable role in organising everything and especially as a conduit to
other clubs and the judges.

And of course, thanks to all other members who have helped throughout the year, including Yvonne and Audrey
on the door, Robyn recording the popular vote, Mike, Jacqui and Claire with the popular vote and Jacquie
Bannerman in setting up the room for meetings etc.

| commend the report to members.

Geoff Dyne moved that the report be accepted; Seconded: Jackie Turner; Accepted by the meeting.
Treasurer’s Report

In the absence of the treasurer Bob Forrester, Jane Wright presented the audited accounts for the year.

In 2022-23, the society had a profit of $2534, bringing the total assets to $40,002. The grant for conservation
work ($1740) brought in by Derek Corrigan was a major contributor to the surplus. Although the society ran a
small loss on the Regional Workshop, it was made up by profit on the show. In summary, the society’s financial
position is steady.

Jane Wright moved that the reported be accepted; Seconded by Karen Groenveld; Accepted by the meeting.
The audited accounts are a supplement to the Bulletin and on the website.
Selection of the 2023/24 Committee
Public officer Peter Coyne announced that the number of nominees was equal to the number of positions.
As such, the elected members were:

President: William Ferris

Vice President: Elizabeth Jane Wright

Treasurer: Robert Forrester
Secretary: Jenny Cooke
Committee: Karen Groeneveld

Krysia Szkiela

Brenda Thomson

Meeting concluded 7: 53 pm.

Minutes of General Meeting Wednesday 7" June 2023
Present: 35 Apologies: 11 Visitors: David Collings (Presenter), Martha Sear.
Meeting opened at 7:58 PM.

The President opened the meeting following the AGM and introduced guest speaker David Collings, from the ANU
Research School of Biology. His topic was:

Why understanding orchid roots might be important for agricultural research.

Most of David’s work is focused on agriculture and majority of the plants used for research include brassicas,
canola, Pinus radiata, African Mahogany, red onion, native tobacco (Australian), corn and Miltoniopsis orchids.
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David quickly revised the characteristics of a plant cell, specifically the cell wall. He then communicated with the
audience to ensure they understood the use of the modern microscopes and fluorescence in depicting specific
structures within a cell.

Highly magnified slides of the cellulose layer were then shown. Some were static while others rotated to further
exemplify size and relationship of structures to each other. These slides showed two layers in the cell wall, a
primary and a secondary layer as well as small structures named “phi”.

What is the function of the “phi”?
Is the velamen layer of an orchid root good to study?

Magnified pictures of the velamen layer of various orchids were shown. Pictures included those of the
Miltoniopsis, Dendrobium and Phalaenopsis. Orchids were given jasmonic acid (a stress related plant hormone).
Changes were observed in the “phi” structure as the cell became stressed. The presence of ibuprofen (a
nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drug) seemed to de-stress the orchid cell. So we now know what to do if our
orchid gets a headache! The stress levels correlated strongly to the strong or weak presence of the “phi”
structure.

Another comment made related to the porosity of the velamen layer of the orchid root. When the layer is wet,
saturated with water, it does not allow for gaseous exchange, specifically oxygen, into the plant to take place. It is
for this reason that it is important for us to allow the roots of our orchids to dry before their next watering.

David then opened his presentation to the floor by asking questions regarding the use of orchids for further
research. After some discussion, Jane Wright suggested the use of flasks of cloned plants, for future experiments.

Bill thanked David for his presentation and offered whatever support the society could give for David’s research.
General Business

Bill noted that there were orchids on the sales table donated by David Sutherland, a resident of the military
college at Duntroon. David was growing these successfully in his bed sitter in the Barracks. He put many into clear

A dendrobium growing in a coir pot
Cattleya schilleriana in a glass vase
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plastic/perspex/glass vases that had no drainage holes —
obviously didn’t want to get water on the carpet. An interesting
idea for members in such circumstances. You can see how wet
the media is, how roots are growing. Suggest have a good layer
of pebbles in the bottom to reduce risk of over watering and
rotting. He also extensively used coir (coconut fibre sheets) to
make pots. This is available from Bunnings Tuggeranong (not
sure of other sources). Bill commended these growing practices
to members growing orchids indoors.

Meeting Concluded at 9.20pm

A terrarium of orchids — Bulbophyllum
ambrosia, Restrepia wageneri and
Chiloglottis formicera co-habitating

»
ORCHID SOCIETY p OF CANBERRA
www.canberraorchidsorg

ANNUAL ORCHID SHOW-
: 2025

Flowering Orchids On Display
Orchid Plants For Sale

Commercial Vendors

Where: Ainslie Football Club,
52 Wakefield Ave, Ainslie ACT

When: 16 & 17 September 2023
Saturdaq 10am - 5pm. Snndm’ 10am - 3pm
En(rg: $5
Children (14 or under): Free

Australasian Native Orchid Society

Sydney Group

Saturday 22nd July 2023 starting 10:00am
Plants can be viewed from 9:00am
at the Federation Pavilion, Castle Hill Showground
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Popular Vote Results June 2023

# ‘ Class Name ‘ Plant Owner
OPEN
1 Australian Epiphyte Dendrobium Hilda Poxon ‘Martina Brian Dear

Mauve’

Others Benched: Nil

2 Australian Terrestrial Corysanthes hispidus Karen and Zoe Groeneveld

Others Benched: Pterostylis baptistii ‘Mt Martha’, Ptst. x ralphcranei; Diplodium repandum x2

3 Cymbidium Cymbidium Floreat Eagland Tony Tritschler

Others Benched : Cymbidium hybrid unknown

4 Laeliinae Cattleya Bonanza Queen ‘Panamint’ Geoff Dyne

Rhyncholaeliocattleya Golf Green ‘Hair | Andrea Robold
Pig’

Others Benched: Cattlianthe Porcia; Cattleya coccinea; Rhyncholaeliocattleya Pastoral Innocence’;
Encyclia cordigera

5 Paphiopedilum ‘ Paphiopedilum Transvaal ‘ Mike Pieloor

Others Benched: Paph. spicerianum

6 Monopodial Vandeae ‘ Schoenorchis juncifolia ‘ Karen and Zoe Groeneveld

Others Benched : Pelatanthera insectivora; Phal. pulchra

7 Oncidiinae ‘ Cochlioda noezliana ‘ Karen and Zoe Groeneveld
Others Benched: Nil
8 Pleurothallidinae Masdevallia Mary Staal ‘Laurie Karen and Zoe Groeneveld

Jeannie’

Others Benched: Anathallis sclerophylla; Masdevallia Hot Tom x macrura; Masd. Rein Gold x Midas Touch;
Pleurothallis niveoglobula; Pleuro. schweinfurthii; Restrepia sanguinea x3; Restrepia sp.; Stelis flexuosa; Ste.

megachlamys
9 Exotic Dendrobiinae ‘ Sayeria alexandrae ‘ Jane Wright
Others Benched : Nil
11 Bulbophyllinae ‘ Bulbophyllum fascinator ‘ Karen and Zoe Groeneveld
Others Benched: Bulbophyllum dearei
13 Exotic terrestrials ‘ Ludisia discolor h.v. nigrescens ‘ Jane Wright
Others Benched: Stenoglottis longifolia
NOVICE
15 Australian Native ‘ Chiloglottis sylvestris ‘ Megan & Joshua Phillips

Others Benched: Acianthus pusillus

OPEN Orchid of the Night

Cattleya Bonanza Queen ‘Panamint

Geoff Dyne

NOVICE Orchid of the Night

Chiloglottis sylvestris

Megan & Joshua Phillips

Judges’ Choice - Species

Schoenorchis juncifolia

Karen and Zoe Groeneveld

Judges’ Choice - Hybrid

Rhyncholaeliocattleya Pastoral
‘Innocence’

Geoff Dyne

Judges’ Choice - Specimen

Diplodium repandum

David Judge
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This hybrid from 1974 has two famous parents:
Cattleya Bonanza and C. Prophesy. In Canberra, late
autumn and early Winter are peak flowering times for
many Cattleyas, especially those with a strong C.
trianae heritage. The drop in overnight temperature is
the factor initiating the formation of flower buds in the
sheath for these orchids. It explains why many of my
larger Cattleyas failed to flower when I lived in Darwin,
although it should be noted that those with a
Brassavola nodosa parentage generally did.

Geoff Dyne

June Orchid of the night Cattleya Bonanza Queen
‘Panamint’, grown by Geoff Dyne

June Judges’ Choice — Specimen Diplodium
repandum, grown by David Judge
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A classic white hybrid nearly 60 years old, Rlc Pastoral
'Innocence' is fragrant and has a fringed/notched lip
showing the contribution of Rhyncholaelia digbyana to
its ancestry.

(note: this picture was taken of the same plant as
exhibited on the night, but from last year —the June
meeting photo was a little too dark)

Geoff Dyne

June Judges’ Choice — Hybrid Rhyncholaeliocattleya
Pastoral ‘Innocence’, grown by Geoff Dyne

Conservation Group Activities

As we enter the winter months there are fewer orchid species flowering in our bush. The orchids are far
from dormant however, many of the spring flowering species leaves are already emerging alongside the
remaining leaves of many autumn species. While the drier late spring and the lesser summer rains
resulted in a poorer autumn flower showing, the more regular rain during autumn and now winter is
resulting in initial good spring flowering species growth despite predictions of entering a drier period.
We may yet look forward to seeing another good spring flowering season.

The spring flowering season in the ACT usually starts in the final weeks of winter with species like Diuris
chryseopsis flowering in the areas of grassland in the lower slopes around the city with both the blue
flowering Caladenia caerulea and the pink flowering Caladenia fuscata also appearing early, mostly in
bush areas. These early flowers are shortly followed by a succession of different species. As the
temperature warms and as one species flowering period finishes, it is replaced by another species, both
with overlap and a renewing and changing display.

We plan to conduct a spring orchid walk for society members on Black Mountain and will shorty provide
a “Save the date” advice regarding this event.

Following our previous native orchid survey work, the Post 2020 Namadgi Bushfire Orchid Survey, the
Conservation Group has been hard at work. We have now completed and submitted a second report to
the ACT Government, the Baseline Orchid Survey of Mulligans Flat Woodland Sanctuary Goorooyarroo
Extension. This has been well received. Mulligans Flat Woodland Sanctuary is a unique area of critically
endangered Box Gum Grassy Woodland enclosed within a predator proof fence at Canberra’s north-
eastern boundary beside the suburbs of Forde and Throsby. We conducted a survey of the new
extension which increases the size of the Sanctuary to three times its original size and our survey
provides a comprehensive contribution to both the diversity and density of the orchids in this area.

We are also completing the orchid survey of Bluett’s Block bushland on the ridge adjacent to the new
suburb of Denman Prospect. A report of this survey is now to be completed and submitted and will
provide valuable data for understanding the value of this treasured remnant bush area.

While successfully seeking ACT Government grants and conducting survey work has been rewarding, it
has also required a large commitment for a limited number of members, particularly the report writing
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component. We have not currently applied for a further grant for the coming year, but rather seeking
to conduct regular visits to varied areas of particular interest during the upcoming flowering season.

Derek Corrigan

«u.,

A O SAS J
eaves of this coming Spring’s local orchids.

Annual Orchid Society of Canberra Show

Volunteers are needed!

A successful orchid show is a reflection of good planning and the
voluntary work put in by members.

Planning for the show began last year. The committee’s endeavours are
based on what has worked in the past, suggestions for improvements and
lots of voluntary hard work.

Soon we will be asking for members to donate time, a day, half a day or
even an hour or two. Volunteers will be needed to help out in some of the
following areas: the entry table, selling raffle tickets, the plant creche, the
sales area, floor walking and security.

Rosters and descriptions of activities will be available at meetings prior
to the show.

We look forward to a successful show.

As Confucius said, “Many hands make light work.”
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