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Society meetings 
While not in lockdown, meetings are held on the first 
Wednesday of each month (except January) at the Ainslie 
Football Club, 52 Wakefield Ave, Ainslie, at 7:00 pm for a 
7:30 pm start. Visitors are welcome. 

Contributions to the next Bulletin 
Contributions to the Bulletin are welcome and should be emailed 
to Geoff Dyne at gdyne@homemail.com.au 
Deadline for July - Aug edition is Fri 24 June 2022. 

www.canberraorchids.org 
Email: info@canberraorchids.org   

facebook.com/CanberraOrchidSociety 
instagram.com/canberra_orchids 

Orchid Society of Canberra, Inc 
PO Box 221 Deakin West ACT 2600 

Australia 
ABN 34 762 780 850 

 

Disclaimer 
© 2022 The Orchid Society of Canberra. The Orchid Society of 
Canberra disclaims liability for any loss, financial or otherwise 
caused as a result of the contents of this Bulletin. 

Next Meeting 

On Wednesday 4 May 2022 a regular face-to-face 
meeting will be held at 7:30 pm at the Ainslie 
Football Club.   

John Allen will give a presentation: Lycastes plus 
Climate and Growing Orchids (with special 
consideration of places like Bathurst and Canberra) 

 

Upcoming Events 

June meeting 

Our Annual General Meeting with election of office-
holders and Committee members. 

Also, “Special Orchids in the Wild”. Jane Wright will 
be speaking about her encounters with orchids 
while travelling to various overseas destinations. 

The Mingara Orchid Club Fair and show is being 
held at the Mingara Recreation Club at Tumbi Umbi 
on the Central Coast on 25-26th June. 

 

 

Members also help in other ways, like storing 
Society equipment or lending us resources; 
organising supper for meetings, and setting out and 
counting the monthly benching/popular vote. 

https://www.canberraorchids.org/events.html
https://www.canberraorchids.org/events.html


May-June 2022 

2 
 

 

From the President 

We seem to be making some return to normality although COVID is still in the community. Hopefully our face-to-
face meetings can continue. 
 
As we begin a new financial year, attention turns to the AGM in June. As previously noted, we need someone to 
take over the role of treasurer as Jane will have served three consecutive years in the position which is all that is 
allowed under the constitution. Talk to Jane if you would like to know more about the treasurer role – it is easier 
now most transactions are done electronically. 
 
Members are also encouraged to consider nominating for other positions on the Committee. Nominations from 
novice or more recent members are especially welcome, so that their views and needs are better taken into 
account. A nomination form is included in this Bulletin. 
 
The AGM will, as usual, include reports from the president and treasurer and presentation of the accounts for the 
year. In addition, a motion proposing the awarding of life membership to Karen Groeneveld will be moved. 
Information on the motion will be provided to members under separate cover. I encourage members to support 
the motion. 
 
The Southern Orchid Spectacular is on 7–9 October this year at Sutherland. The Committee has agreed that the 
Society would enter a display in that event as there will be no South and West Regional show this year. Roger will 
doubtless dust the cobwebs off the display we last used. The Society often performs well at the Spectacular, in 
part because with our cooler climate our orchids flower later than ones grown on the coast. 
 
I may be imagining it, but some orchids seem to be flowering outside their usual time. For example, one of my 
Phaius flowered in March, and a Beallara will soon flower. It is pleasing to see terrestrials making strong growth.  
Despite global warming there will be the usual frosts this winter, so if you haven’t done so already, make sure the 
heating in the greenhouse is working. Also keep the fan going and don’t water after midday to reduce the risk of 
fungal infections. 
 
Bill Ferris 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Membership subscriptions are now due 
 

The membership year begins 1 May, so renewal of membership 

subscriptions is due by then.  

 

Single: $25.00; Family or Joint: $30.00; Junior (younger than 17 years 

and full-time students): $5.00. 

 

You may pay Treasurer Jane Wright at the May meeting, or pay by 

direct transfer to our bank account:  

 

Orchid Society of Canberra Inc. (Westpac Bank BSB: 032719 Account 

Number: 620848) with your surname in the bank’s ‘reference’ field. 

 

https://www.canberraorchids.org/admin/constitution2014.pdf
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Cultural tips for May/June 
 

• Water to ensure enough moisture for your growing conditions. This time of year is challenging as we 
often have warm autumn days, but very cold nights. As a general rule, less water is better in cooler 
conditions. Ease back watering on your Australian Dendrobiums as their growths mature. Some plants 
that require dormancy (like Catasetinae and Pleione) or require a dry period to initiate flowering (like 
softcane Dendrobium) should have their watering reduced or even withheld. By contrast, keep water up 
to your Australian terrestrials. But be careful to ensure good airflow and prevent pots sitting in afternoon 
sun – black plastic and wet mix can rot or cook your tubers. 
 

• As you ease back water, reduce fertiliser. Your plants will generally slow down over winter, so will have 
less need for nutrients. Use a fertiliser that orchids can tolerate. Always follow the instructions.  
 

• Make sure your warmer growing plants have the right temperature conditions overnight. Move orchids at 
risk of first damage to more sheltered locations. Under covered areas or out of the wind against house 
walls.  

 

• Check your Cymbidiums to see if they have flower spikes. To get the best presentation from your plants, 
the spikes will need to be staked when roughly 10cm long.   
 

• Monitor for pests that are active in the cooler months. Fungus gnats and mites are active now. You can 
grow sundews to help manage many pests  

  

• Check out our book ‘Growing Orchids in Cool Climate Australia’ for more cultural tips, including 
instructions for staking spikes. 

 
Minutes of General Meeting, 5 February 2022 
 
Present: 35 members, 3 visitors  
Apologies: 5 
 
Meeting held at Gungahlin Lakes Club commenced at 7.35pm. 
 
President Bill Ferris opened the meeting by welcoming all members and visitors to the first physical meeting to be 
held for 2022. He also welcomed Craig Miles, Orchids of Distinction, to the meeting as the guest speaker who 
would be presenting on Miltoniopsis. Craig had also brought along a range of plants and supplies for sale. 
Bill advised that while this meeting was being held at Gungahlin Lakes, future meetings would return to the 
Ainslie Football Club. 
 

Presentation by Craig Miles - Growing Miltoniopsis 

Craig provided an overview on the setup he uses for growing Miltoniopsis, including reproducing their growing 
conditions in the wild. He emphasised the importance of controlling humidity and temperature with a minimum 
of 14 degrees Celsius to a maximum of 32 but ideally 28 degrees. Craig also advised his feeding regime - often but  
with a low strength fertiliser to encourage an increase in bulb size and flower spikes. He also uses Auxinone Root 
Hormone to promote root growth when repotting. 
 
Craig de-flasks into sphagnum moss. He does not use coco husk chips or clay balls in the potting mix. 
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Bladder bags are installed under the benches in the greenhouse to collect rain water for watering the orchids and 
to act as a heat bank in cooler weather. Craig runs several fans 24/7 to reduce the risk of fungal infections. He 
uses a thermometer wifi connected to his phone to monitor conditions and provide alerts when the temperature 
in the greenhouse goes outside the pre-set range. 
 
Further information including availability of plants and supplies can be found on his website:  
https://orchidsofdistinction.com.au/ 

 
Other matters 
 

• Treasurer - Bill advised that under the Society’s constitution, office bearers could not serve more than 
three consecutive years in a role, although they could take on other office holder roles, or return to a 
previous role in the future. Jane Wright had done an excellent job as Treasurer, but her tenure is coming 
to an end and there is a need to elect a new Treasurer at the AGM in June 2022. If you are interested in 
finding out more, please speak with Jane and/or nominate at the AGM.  

• Current conditions – Bill noted that while the milder and wetter conditions were favourable for orchids, it 
also encouraged slugs and scale. 

• Jane suggested that if members  wished to purchase fans for their greenhouses for winter, they do so 
now as the prices tend to go up and fans are somewhat scarce to find in the winter.  

• April meeting - Jan Robinson will be presenting on “Experiments during COVID”.  

 
Upcoming events  
 

• 5-6 March - Jane advised that the Canberra Horticultural Show was on this weekend and it included a 
section for orchids as part of a co-operative arrangement with our society. Jane encouraged members to 
enter plants and support the show. 

• 3-7 April - Australasian Plant Conservation Conference in Albury. 

• 23 April - Bill noted John Allen has an orchid sale on in Bathurst. John will also be presenting at our May 
2022 meeting. 

• Bill also welcomed the planned return of a range of other major Orchid Shows including: 
 
➢ 9-10 April - Collectors Plants Fair, Clarendon 
➢ 27-29 May - Orchids out West, Clarendon 
➢ 25-26 June - Mingara Orchid Fair 
➢ 19-21 August - St Ives Orchid Fair. 

 
Next Meeting 
 
7.30pm on 6 April at the Ainslie Football Club.  
Meeting concluded at 9.25pm. 

 
Library Matters 
 
A listing of the Society’s library books is now accessible to all 
members via the Member page of the website. If you would 
like to borrow a book, please send an email to Andrea 
(artmdm42@gmail.com ) with the book name and library 
number. She will then bring the book to the next monthly 
meeting. 

 
 

https://orchidsofdistinction.com.au/
mailto:(artmdm42@gmail.com
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          Popular Vote Results: March 2022 
 

# Class Name Plant Owner 

OPEN 

1 Australian Epiphyte Cadetia taylori Bill Ferris 
Others Benched: Cadetia taylori;  

4 Laeliinae Cattleya Bob Betts x C okami x C 
intermedia alba 

Bob Rough 

Others Benched: Cattleya Unknown; Epidendrum porpax; Epidendrum vesicatum; 
Cattleya harrisoniana; Procatavola Golden Peacock 

5 Cypripedioideae Paphiopedilum dianthum Geoff Dyne 

6 Monopodial Vandeae Vandachostylis Blue Fairy x Vanda 
falcata 

Bob Rough 

Others Benched: Vanda falcata 
7 Oncidiinae  Miltoniopsis Lillian Nakamoto 

‘Tanto’ 
Jane Wright 

Others Benched:   Brassidium Golden Gamine;  
8 Pleurothallidinae Masdevallia  Zoe ‘Thea’s Sister’ Jane Wright 

Others Benched:  Masdevallia Vin Rouge;Dryadella hirtzii; Pleurothallis viduata; 
Restrepia sp.; Acianthus crinita  

9 Exotic Dendrobiinae Dendrobium hekouense Mark Clements 
Others Benched: Dendrobium hekouense; Coelandria victoriae-reginae x2; Dockrillia hepatica 

10 Coelogyninae Dendrochilum uncatum Karen and Zoe 
Groeneveld 

11 Bulbophyllinae Bulbophyllum macraei Bill Ferris 

12 Maxillariinae  Maxillaria variabilis Karen and Zoe 
Groeneveld 

Others Benched: Maxillaria cucullata; Maxillaria schunkeana 

13 Exotic terrestrials Stenoglottis longifolia Karen and Zoe 
Groeneveld 

 

OPEN Orchid of the Night Miltoniopsis Lillian Nakamoto 
‘Tanto’ 

Jane Wright 

Judges’ Choice - Species Dendrobium hekouense Mark Clements 

Judges’ Choice - Hybrid Miltoniopsis Lillian Nakamoto 
‘Tanto’ 

Jane Wright 

Judges’ Choice - Specimen Epidendrum porpax Karen and Zoe 
Groeneveld 
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Comments on Judges’ Choice Plants at the March meeting 
 
Judges Choice specimen 
Epidendrum porpax 
Grown by Karen and Zoe Groeneveld 

 
Epidendrum porpax is a small 
epiphytic orchid species that grows in 
montane and cloud forests across the 
northern parts of South America, from 
Mexico to Bolivia and Brazil.  It forms a 
creeping mat on trees and tolerates a 
wide range of temperatures from cool 
to hot.  I grow it in my ‘cool’ GH where 
temperatures range from 10oC 
(minimum) to 28oC (maximum), with 
bright, diffused light, and high 
humidity (80%).  I find it flowers well 
when hung high up in the greenhouse.  
I reduce the water a little during the 
winter months. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Judges Choice Species 
Dendrobium hekouense 
Grown by Mark Clements 
 

 
Hekou is a town in the north of the Chinese Province of Yunnan. This 
delightful miniature species from the immediate surrounds of that 
town tends to grow on the bottom of tree branches so that the 
flowers don't get water in them. It is a cool growing epiphyte found 
at elevations of 1000 to 2000 metres and typically blooms in 
Autumn. 
 
It is rarely seen in Australian collections. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

(Photo: Zoe Groeneveld) 

(Photo: Zoe Groeneveld) 
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Judges’ Choice Hybrid of the night 
Miltoniopsis Lillian Nakamoto ‘Tanto’ 
Grower Jane Wright 
 

I obtained this plant from Brian Phelan, one of our 
members who grows these beautifully. I keep it in 
my montane cloud forest house - the one that I 
keep cool, bright and humid in summer, which suits 
the Andean Mtns species of pleurothallids and 
Miltoniopsis. This flowered much later than the rest 
of my Miltoniopsis, whether it was because it is a 
small plant or just likes to flower late, I don’t know. 
We’ll find out next year. The nice thing about this 
flower, aside from the very attractive colouration, is 
the relative flatness of the flower. So many 
Miltoniopsis have strongly recurved petals. Lillian 
Nakamoto was registered in 1994, so it is not a new 
hybrid, but an oldie and goodie. 

 

 

The Horticultural Society of Canberra’s Autumn Show was held on 5 -6th March at Lancaster Hall, Wesley 

Centre, National Circuit, Forrest and as is usual, a number of our members benched plants for judging in the 
orchid sections. 

                 Horticultural Society of Canberra Autumn Show results 

Cattleya Alliance 

Class 133 
Hybrid Intermediate 

1st Procatavola  Golden Peacock Andrea Robold 

2nd Brassocattleya  Yellow Bird Andrea Robold 

Best Specimen in Classes 130-133   Procatavola  Golden Peacock 

Vandaceous Alliance 

Class 135 Species 1st Vanda falcata Bill Ferris 

Best Specimen in Classes 136-139   Vanda falcata 

Oncidium Alliance 

Class 141 Hybrid 1st Miltoniopsis  Lillian Nakamota ‘Tanto’ Jane Wright 

Pleurothalid Alliance 

Class 146 
Other Species 

1st Dryadella hirtzii Jane Wright 

2nd Restrepia sp. Jane Wright 

Class 148 
Hybrid < 30mm 

1st Masdevallia Pichincha ‘Cape View’ Jane Wright 

2nd Masdevallia  Zoe ‘Thea’s Sister’ Jane Wright 

Best Specimen in Classes 145 -148     Restrepia sp. 

Orchid not otherwise specified 

Class 150 
Dendrobium Species 

1st Cadetia taylori Jane Wright 

2nd Cadetia taylori Bill Ferris 

Class 153 
Any other species 

1st Maxillaria cucullata Bill Ferris 

2nd Maxillaria schunkeana Bill Ferris 

Best Specimen in Classes 149 -153  Maxillaria cucullata 

Champion Orchid  Miltoniopsis Lillian Naka moto ‘Tanto’ Jane Wright 

Reserve Champion Orchid  Procatavola  Golden Peacock Andrea Robold 

Champion Specimen Orchid Maxillaria cucullata Bill Ferris 

(Photo: Zoe Groeneveld) 
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Jane Wright’s Miltoniopsis Lillian Nakamoto ‘Tanto’, illustrated opposite as the March meeting Judge’s choice 
hybrid also won Champion Orchid at the Horticultural Show. Andrea Robold took out the Reserve Champion 
award with her Procatavola Golden Peacock and provides some growing information below. 
 
Reserve Champion Orchid 
Procatavola Golden Peacock     
Grown by Andrea Robold 
 
I bought this orchid in 2017 at a NSW orchid show as a 
seedling - for $6!  
 
At the time I didn't have a greenhouse and it lived 
happily on one of my east-facing window sills. After a 
year or so, I planted it into its black tree fern pot. 
 
I am very careful when watering this orchid because I 
am aware that sitting in conditions that are too wet will 
rot the roots. I feed it slow-release fertiliser twice in 
the growing season. When the new shoots are 
beginning to form, I give it a little general purpose Osmocote and when they are nearly finished growing, I give it 
some of the Osmocote for flowering plants. It is important not to give it too much fertiliser to avoid burning the 
roots. 
 
This plant flowered for the first time two years ago and didn’t flower last year. It’s been in the greenhouse for the 
last year and likes it.  

 
 
Minutes of General Meeting, 6 April 2022 
 

Present: 31 members, 1 visitor 
Apologies: 6 
 
Meeting held at Ainslie Football Club and commenced at 7.50pm. 
President Bill Ferris opened the meeting by welcoming all members to the last meeting for the Club’s financial 
year 2021/22. He advised the Jane Wright would be happy to accept membership renewals tonight: $25 for 
single; $30 for family; and $5 for students and juniors. Bill advised that the AGM meeting will be held at the June 
meeting, including the election of committee members. He provided a reminder that the Society needs to elect a 
new Treasurer and that nomination forms for all roles will be in the next Bulletin.  
 
Bill welcomed Jan Robinson to the meeting and advised that she would be presenting on her experiences and 
discoveries in experimenting with orchids during COVID.  
 
Presentation by Jan Robinson - COVID 19 Orchid Experiments 
Jan opened her presentation by complimenting the Society on its choice of venue and recognised the number of 
people in attendance. She advised that in Sydney during COVID everything had closed down, there were no orchid 
clubs meeting or orchid shows held. Jan therefore saw this as a big opportunity to experiment with her orchids 
and shared some of her novel approaches. 

 

• Experiment 1 - Fix up old Sarcochilus mounts. She tried mounting them on wood, tree fern, in a plastic 
cube, a saucer mount and in gutter guard with varying levels of minor success. Overall conclusion: stick to 
pots! 

(Photo: Zoe Groeneveld) 
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• Experiment 2 - Alternative fungal treatment instead of spraying with 
Mancozeb or other. Jan tried ‘painting’ instead of spraying her oncidium - 
the leaves fell off. She then painted an infected leaf with red nail polish - but 
the infection still grew. Overall conclusion:  Finger nail polish is no good for 
orchids - stick to Mancozeb or copper oxychloride but use sparingly.  

• Experiment 3 - Cattleya back cutting. Leave plant in the pot to create a 
specimens-sized orchid or at least make it grow in a different direction. 
Important to sterilise your secateurs first and seal the wound. Conclusion: 
mixed bag of results - needs further research/experiments. 

• Experiment 4 - Water crystals. Back in Spring, Jan experimented with 
the use of water crystals to avoid the need for daily watering of her 
plants ie Cattleyas in windy conditions.  Lesson learnt is not too use 
too much - it grows! Conclusion: don’t use water crystals in a La Niña 
weather cycle!  

• Experiment 5 - Save a tree. Jan used budding tape on her 
Dendrobium regium: the tape expands as the tree grows and will not 
cut or strangle the plant. Conclusion: Thumbs up! 

• Experiment 6 - Stop the rot. Where surgery is required, practice on a 
‘manky’ plant not your champion. Firstly carve out infected bits with 
sterile tool, then cauterise the wound (Jan used copper oxychloride) 
and keep dry. Conclusion to date: Seems to have worked! 

• Experiment 7 - Flower that *#@* Paph!!! Jan has not previously 
succeeded in flowering multi floral paphs so here was her 
opportunity. She selected the plant with the most mature growth 
and from early April to mid October 2020 she took ‘Phillipa’ for a walk - that’s dedication. She would then 
hang them high during the day and return them to the glasshouse each evening. Seven months later, Jan 
had flowered her first multi floral paph. Conclusion: in winter next year, Jan will not carry plant each day, 
rather leave it under pergola 24/7.  Best experiment!  

 
Thanks to COVID 19, we had more time to enjoy our orchids!  
 
Other matters 

• Reimbursement claims - Bill reminded members to send any reimbursement claims to the Treasurer asap 
for end of year processing.  

• John Allen has his orchid plant sale on 23 April in Bathurst. He will also be presenting at the May meeting 
about some interesting ideas on climate and growing orchids.  

• Topics of interest - if members have a topic they would like to know more about, please talk to a 
committee member and we will try to arrange a speaker or other appropriate measure.  

• Library - if members have any Society books, please return to Andrea Robold.  
 

Upcoming events  
Bill also welcomed the planned return of a range of other major Orchid Shows. 
Jan Robinson also advised that there would be an orchid display in the Flower Pavilion at this year’s Royal Easter 
Show on 12-13 and 18-19 April.  
 
Next Meeting 

• 7.30pm on 4 May at the Ainslie Football Club.  

Meeting concluded at 9.20 pm. 
 
 

Images courtesy Jan Robinson 
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Popular Vote Results April 2022 
 

# Class Name Plant Owner 

OPEN 

2 Australian 
Terrestrial 

Diplodium laxum Karen and Zoe Groeneveld 

Others Benched: Diplodium alveata 

3 Cymbidium Cymbidium finlaysonianum Karen and Zoe Groeneveld 

4 Laeliinae Encyclia fragrans Karen and Zoe Groeneveld 
Others Benched: Cattleya perrinii ; Ceratostylis retisquama ; Cattleya Chief Gem ‘Red Jewel’; 
Procatavola Golden Peacock 

5 Cypripedioidea Paphiopedilum henryanum David Judge 
Others Benched: Paphiopedilum charlesworthii  

6 Monopodial 
Vandeae 

Aerangis luteoalba  Tony Tristchler 

Others Benched: Vanda pumila x Vanda falcata ’Kota’; Aerides odorata 

7 Oncidiinae  Gomesa radicans Bill Ferris 
Others Benched:  Gomesa crispa; Miltonia clowesii; Psychopsis Kalihi ‘Green Valley’ 

8 Pleurothallidinae Acianthera pubescens Jane Wright 

 Others Benched:  Masdevallia pumila x floribunda; Masd. Hot Tom x macrura; Pleurothallis 
dubbeldamii; Pleurothallis endotrachys ‘David’; Pleurothallis coriacardia; Pleurothallis 
hemirhoda; Acronia gomezii;  

9 Exotic Dendrobiinae Dendrobium hercoglossum Bill Ferris 
Others Benched: Den. victoria-reginae; Anisopetala annae 

10 Coelogyninae Dendrochilum parvulum Jane Wright 

 Coelogyne mooreanna Bob Forrester 
Others Benched: Dendrochilum magnum; Coel. G Beryl Reid ‘Kirribilli’ 

11 Bulbophyllinae Bulbophyllum guttulatum Jane Wright 

Others Benched: Bulb. mirum; Bulb. unitubum; Bulb. fritillariiflorum 

12 Maxillariinae  Maxillaria longipetala Geoff Dyne 

13 Exotic terrestrials Stenoglottis longifolia Bob Forrester 

14 Any Other Orchid Catasetum lucis ‘SVO’ x 
Catasetum John C. Burchett ‘Ursa 
Major’ 

Andrea Robold 

Others Benched: Gongora galeata 

NOVICE 

18 Monopdial Vandeae Phalaenopsis Unknown Nick Westerink 
Others Benched: Phalaenopsis Unknown 

19 Any Other Orchid Paphiopedilum spicerianum James Jonklaas 
 

OPEN Orchid of the Night Catasetum lucis ‘SVO’ x 
Catasetum John C Burchett ‘Ursa 
Major’ 

Andrea Robold 

NOVICE Orchid of the Night Phalaenopsis Unknown Nick Westerink 

Judges’ Choice - Species Paphiopedilum charlesworthii David Judge 

Judges’ Choice - Hybrid Vanda pumila x Vanda falcata 
’Kota’ 

Tony Tritschler 

Judges’ Choice - Specimen Gomesa radicans Bill Ferris 
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Growers’ Comments on Judges’ Choice Plants at the April meeting 
 
Open Orchid of the Night  
Cts.lucis 'Sv' x Cts John C Burdhette 'Ursa' 
Grown by Andrea Robold 

I received this plant at one of our recent Christmas 
parties as an advanced seedling. This is its first 
flowering.  
 
I grow this plant indoors in a warm spot in a west-
facing window. I keep the temperature at more than 
16oC, even on winter nights. From autumn to spring I 
don't shade this plant and it gets lots of light. 
Usually, when temperatures in summer get too high, 
I give it around 30% shade. Because it was so grey 
outside most of this summer, I only put on shade on 
the few hot days and left it unshaded most of the 
time.  I repot it each year just before or as the new 
growth starts. I grow it in a mix of sphagnum and 
very coarse perlite. 

 
I put around 1-1.5cm perlite in the bottom of the pot. 

I also put a little slow-release fertilizer into the mix when I pot it up. Then comes the hard part: not watering the 
plant until the new growth has roots around 7.5-10cm long (because they'll rot if you do)! By the way, I find it 
even harder to know when to water Catasetum seedlings. I start watering slowly - just a little here and there, 
making sure the roots don't get soggy. Once it's warm to hot outside and the leaves are growing nicely, I give it 
plenty of water and fertilizer. When it's very hot, I fill the saucer with water, so it comes up to about 1-1.5cm and 
stand the pot in it.  
 
Once temperatures lower in late summer and autumn, the leaves start to yellow. Eventually, they will drop. 
Reading the signs, I slow down the watering and fertilising. I don't give it any water (or fertilizer) once it has lost 
its leaves. I think I will unpot this plant a month or so after it has dropped all its leaves, because it will be easier to 
see what its roots are doing when it's not potted up. This Catasetum flowers while it has its leaves. I have another 
one that flowers during dormancy, i.e., when it has no leaves.  
 
Novice Orchid of the Night 
Phalaenopsis unknown 
Grown by Nick Westerink 

This orchid lives in my bathroom. It sits on a 
windowsill that faces north. The window is made of 
glass bricks, so it is filtered light that they get. 
 
It obviously loves the moisture generated by the daily 
showers as it is thriving. This is enhanced by the fact 
that I purposely don’t turn on the exhaust fan which 
hopefully helps the orchid but does have the 
unintended consequence of sometimes setting off my 
fire alarm! When I clean the bathroom, I move this 
orchid and the other Paphiopedilum which lives 
alongside it, onto my kitchen table just to make sure 
the Domestos fumes don’t impact upon them.  
 

(Photo: Zoe Groeneveld) 

(Photo: Zoe Groeneveld) 
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I try to water them weekly, but with old age (sigh) I find that I would forget when I watered them last. So now 
Tuesday has become watering day!  Any fertiliser as a supplement is a rare event. 
 
The mix is nothing special. Sphagnum moss and bark with a bit of perlite. 
So that’s it. I think I have hit upon a good balance regarding the amount of filtered light and moisture as both 
flower profusely. 
 
Hybrid of the Night 
Vandoglossum Furuse (Vanda pumilum X Vanda falcata 'kota') 
Grown by Tony Tritschler 

This plant was bought in March 2021 from Ocean View 
Orchids on Ebay.  At the same time I bought several other 
Vanda crosses and a flask of Vanda falcata.  This plant has 
grown slightly in the year since and I was delighted when 
it produced buds and when the flowers opened.  I have 
not identified any scent on its current flowers but am 
hopeful that future flowers will be scented as are the 
Vanda falcatas.  All the falcata crossed vandas are doing 
well and one is in bud.  I grow them in mesh pots giving 
them lots of aeration and the opportunity to send roots 
out of the sides of the pots if they want to.  I grow them in 
a mix of Orchiata bark, perlite, gravel and charcoal, 
relatively large bark for the size of the plants.  
It is positioned next to the south side, unshaded windows 

of the greenhouse and is in a well-lit position.  The 
greenhouse is heated in winter to keep it above a minimum 

of about 8-10 degrees Celsius although the area where this plant is probably gets a bit cooler. 
 
The names of these Vanda crosses can sometimes get quite confusing.  One of the other crosses I bought in 2021 
from Red Fox Nursery was labelled Vandoglossum Furuse, a cross of Vanda falcata 'Koka' and Holcoglossum 
pumilum.  In this cross the Vanda falcata, or Neofinitia falcata as it originally was called, is crossed with 
Holcoglossum pumilum or Ascocentrum pumilum which is now called Vanda pumila.  It thus appears that it is the 
same cross as the plant I benched in April.  Whatever you call them, both plants have produced pretty little 
flowers. 
 
Species of the NIght 
Paphiopedilum charlesworthii  
Grown by David Judge 

Paphiopedilum charlesworthii has been collected in the Shan states near the 
border with Thailand and China. Moore, the original collector, reported 
finding plants 25 miles (40 km) southwest and 40 miles (64 km) northeast of 
Lake Inle. Plants were growing on high, steep, isolated peaks, usually on 
west or northwest facing slopes at 3940-5250 ft. (1200-1600 m). Plants were 
usually found growing in shade with their roots clinging tenaciously to the 
rocks, but some were also found growing in more exposed locations in 

crevices of bare rock. (this information from OrchidWiz). A compact growing 

species, it reaches about 25 cm in leaf span when fully mature. The vibrant 

purple and brown colours of this species are highlighted by the bright, 

white staminodial shield. The flowers are long lasting, especially when the 

plants are kept cool and shaded.  
 

 
 

(Photo: Zoe Groeneveld) 

(Photo: Zoe Groeneveld) 



May-June 2022 

13 
 

 
Specimen of the Night  
Gomesa radicans 
Grown by Bill Ferris 

 
Botanical nomenclature can be confusing, but I understand the current 
accepted name by KEW for this plant is Gomesa radicans. According to 
OrchidWiz, it was initially described as Sigmatostalix radicans in 1864, 
then Ornithophora quadricolor (1882), Ornithophora radicans (1951) and 
currently Gomesa radicans (2009). Incidentally, there is no longer any 
species in the old genera Sigmatostalix. 
 
The orchid is a native of Brazil. I have found the orchid is fairly easy to 
grow in a greenhouse where minimum temperatures are above frost 
point. Likes some shade and good air movement. It grows readily on cork 
and tree fern mounts. If grown in a pot it can suffer if overwatered so 
needs an open mix. 
 
The orchid is a reliable bloomer. Despite the small flower size, it 
produces a pleasant fragrance when the temperature exceeds about  
25 oC. 
 
 
 

Conservation Group Report 
Derek Corrigan 
 
The conservation group continues to grow with new members joining over recent months. We have, despite COVD 
difficulties and restrictions, continued to conduct several outings and follow-up survey work.  With the current 
survey of Goorooyarroo Sanctuary nearing its expected completion date the process of writing a final report quickly 
approaching. 
 

Easter Saturday saw 
members of the group 
again joining with the 
Southern Catchment 
Group at a site just off 
the Corin Road to assist 
them in finding and 
identifying orchids as 
part of their postfire 
recovery project.  
While most orchid 
flowers at the location 
had finished for the 
season, we did still find 
the occasional flower 
or seed pod, but we 

also found many other orchid leaves. It was an interesting and 
rewarding day out even though we also witnessed considerable pig 
damage in some areas. 
 
 

Adding photo of D. laxum as attachment to 
record. (Photo Brian Dear.) 
 

Finding orchids in previously burnt area at Booroomba 
Rocks (Photo Brian Dear) 

 

(Photo: Zoe Groeneveld) 
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We visited a number of locations in Namadgi and Tidbinbilla again in early March to further assess postfire recovery.  
In areas severely burnt during the fire, orchids are now flowering while competing with all the other recovery 
growth.  Many species we had difficulty finding the first year following the fire, flowered in good numbers and 
species like Corysanthes hispida, Diplodium coccinum and laxum were found in good numbers.  It has been a very 
good year for Corysanthes hispida with many or most plants flowering, providing some stunning displays for this 
species.  In drier years you will see many leaves but few flowers, whereas this year it is mainly flowers. 
 

 
 
Preview of a forthcoming presentation 
 
Our member Jane Wright has been fortunate enough to travel to interesting parts of the world to see orchids in 
the wild. In June, she will talk about some of the very special orchids she has encountered in her travels. 
 

 

 

     Jane with Phragmipedium kovachii from Peru 
 
 
 
 
 

Corysanthes hispida,        Diplodium laxum       Diplodium coccinum           Eriochilus magenteus   Diplodium fischii. 
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TO ALL MEMBERS 

 
Please give consideration to nominating for a position as an office-bearer in the Society or on our Committee.  In 
particular, we always encourage newer members to think about joining the Committee so as to infuse fresh ideas 
into the Society! 
 
 
 

Orchid Society of Canberra, Inc 

 

PO Box 221 
Deakin West  
ACT 2600 

2022/23 Committee Nomination Form 
 

 

I, _________________________________   being a financial member of the   
                     (print proposer’s name) 

 
Orchid Society of Canberra, nominate _____________________________________  
                                                                                                                                   (print nominee’s name) 

 

for the position of ____________________________on the committee for 2020/21. 

 

P
R

O
P

O
SE

 

Signed: ____________________________ Date: _______________ 

 

I, _________________________________   being a financial member of the   
                     (print seconder’s name) 

Orchid Society of Canberra, second this nomination. 
 SE

C
O

N
D

 

Signed: ____________________________ Date: _______________ 

 

I, _________________________________   being a financial member of the  
                     (print nomineer’s name) 

Orchid Society of Canberra, accept this nomination. 
 A

C
C

EP
T 

Signed: ____________________________ Date: _______________ 

 
Please return nominations to the secretary, Jenny Cooke (email: secretary@canberraorchids.org) by 24 May. 
 
 

 


