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Next Meetings 
       

Wednesday 5 November: Jan Robinson on 
“Thunias, from sticks to bliss - the ultimate ‘Do 
nothing to it in winter’ orchid”. 

         

Wednesday 3 December: OSC Christmas Party -
Anslie Football Club 

               

Note: no meeting in January 2026 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

Oct 31-Nov 3 – Sapphire Coast Orchid Society Show, 
Pambula Town Hall 

Nov 1-2: Horticultural Society: Iris, Rhododendron 
and Azalea Show 

Nov 15-16: Horticultural Society Spring Exhibition 
and Rose Show 

Dec 13-14: Orchid Society of NSW-Summer Orchid 
Festival Show: Ermington Main Hall, River Rd, 
Ermington 

March 21-22 (2026): South and West Regional 
Orchid Workshop- Batemans Bay Orchid and 
Foliage Club, Batemans Bay. 
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From the President 
 

Wow! What a season we’ve had. A very successful regional show and conference, held in conjunction with the 
Horticultural Society in the fabulous Fitzroy Pavilion. Best venue we’ve ever had. And it was a treat to host 
members from the other orchid clubs in the region. 

The we sent a contingent off to the Australian Orchid Council International show in Woolgoolga where we put on 
a tabletop display (and won 3rd prize) and collected some other prizes for our members. More details later in the 
bulletin. 

Derek Corrigan led a walk on Black Mountain to see native orchids and Krysia held a plant sale a repotting session 
at her house. Thanks to both. 

But there’s no time to sit back on our laurels as it is prime growing season. I’ll be getting stuck into my repotting 
now (better late than never!) and making sure all the plants are set up for a good growing season. The effort we 
put in now pays dividends in next year’s flowering. 

Of course, there are plenty of plants that are only now coming into bloom – think sarcochilus, multifloral paphs 
and stanhopeas and lots of species. You can show your plants at the upcoming Horticultural Society Shows on 1-2 
November at the Fitzroy Pavilion at EPIC and 15-16 November at The Abbey, Federation Square. You can get all 
the details on the Horticultural Society website (https://hsoc.org.au). Remember to submit your entries by the 
Thursday night preceding the show. It’s a great opportunity to promote orchids and our society. 

 

The Christmas Party 

Dinner, magic, games, prizes, fun!! 

Wednesday 3 December, 7pm for 7:30 dinner 

Drinks may be purchased from the bar. 

Please bring plants for the display table and give-away table. There will be no sales 
table. 

For a change of pace, we have engaged Conor Leisky, a local magician, to entertain 
us between the food courses and games. 

Jane and Scott have spent over $1000 on awesome plants for prizes, and as usual, 
everyone will win a plant. 

The dinner will be a two course, alternate serve format. The main courses will be: 

• Roast Chicken Breast served with Yorkshire pudding, Roast Potato, Green Beans, and Roast Pumpkin, finished 
with a creamy tarragon sauce. 

• Glazed Leg Ham served with Yorkshire pudding, Roast Potato, Green Beans, and Roast Pumpkin, finished with 
a 0range & Cranberry sauce. 

• As the vegetarian option has been disappointing for the last few years, we are trying to make a better plan, 
which may involve the vegetarians ordering their dinners downstairs (better selection) and having it delivered 
upstairs (cost to be adjusted of course). Detail to come. 

The dessert options will be:  

• Orange and almond cake (GF, DF) 

• Chef’s cheesecake served with whipped cream & berry coulis. 
 

The Society will subsidise the meal and so the cost will be only $40 per person. Please pay our treasurer, Scott 
Mann, and let him know of any dietary requirements, preferably at the November meeting, but no later than 22 
November because we must confirm numbers with the club in advance. If making a direct deposit to the society’s 
account [BSB 032-719, Acct 620848], please put Christmas Party and your surname into the reference field. 

Artwork by Claire Turner 
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The South and West Regional Show and Conference 
What a wonderful weekend. The combination of the Horticultural Society Show and our South & West Regional 
Show made for a spectacular event in an excellent venue. It was a pleasure to work with John Anderson, 
President of the Horticultural Society, and his team. Yes, there were a few hiccups along the way, but we got it all 
sorted and everything went splendidly.  

Some stats: 

• Attendance was about 1800, approx. 1500 paying patrons 
• 24 members entered 170 plants in the show 
• 270 entries from members of the other clubs 
• 6 clubs entered plants in displays  
• Participation by OSC members:  51 helped over the weekend and another 6 attended. So, my calculation 

is that 57 members participated in one way or another. How wonderful to have such great participation. 

Treasurer Scott will report on the financials at the next meeting, but we showed a modest profit. 

Mike Pieloor's Pterostylis baptistii was given an Award of Merit. 

Champions - South and West Region Orchid Show 20-21 September 2025 

Champion Display – Norma 
Stafford Memorial Trophy 

My Fair Lady Shoalhaven Orchid Soc 

Champion Orchid of the Show 
Dennis Diehm Memorial Trophy 

Paphiopedilum Montebello’s Pride Ho Martin & Sue Montebello 

Champion Species Orchid Paphiopedilum rothschildianum David Judge 

Champion Hybrid Orchid Paphiopedilum Montebello’s Pride Ho Martin & Sue Montebello 

Champion Australian Native Den. (Dock) Tweetas ‘Mustard’ K & M Scott 

Champion Cymbidium Cymbidium Kalahari Pepper x Harbour City Jeffrey Knox 

Champion Laeliinae Cattleya Mango Spice ‘Stone’ Keith Barrett 

Champion Cypripedioideae Paphiopedilum Montebello’s Pride Ho Martin & Sue Montebello 

Champion Monopodial Vandeae Phalaenopsis parishii Jane Wright 

Champion Oncidiinae Oncidium Star of Jersey Brian & Lynne Phelan 

Champion Pleurothallidinae Masdevallia Rein Touch 'Dane Hill' Mike Pieloor 

Champion Any Other Orchid Maxillaria densa Karen Groeneveld 

Champion Miniature Orchid  Phalaenopsis parishii Jane Wright 

Champion Seedling Orchid Paphiopedilum Montebello’s Pride Ho Martin & Sue Montebello 

Champion Specimen Den. (Dock) Tweetas ‘Mustard’ K & M Scott 

Champion Orchid as Foliage Ludisia discolor Jane Wright 

Champion Novice Orchid  Dendrobium Australian Treasure Denis Anderson 

Popular Vote Phalaenopsis Sasquatch 'Dendi' David Judge 

Champion Art, Craft, 
Photography 

Caladenia actensis Derek Corrigan 

Dennis Diehm Memorial Prize for Most Successful Exhibitor Martin & Sue Montebello 

 
Our display, "Phantom of the Opera" came second to Shoalhaven's "My Fair Lady" by 0.1 point. Both displays 
were superb. For our display, thanks to Sandra Corbett as chief organiser, Jacqui and Claire Turner for pot covers, 
Karen and Peter Groeneveld for the signs, Roger Williams for set construction, Jane Robinson for candelabras, and 
Bill Ferris for designing the labels. 

The conference went very well, with lots of compliments from the attendees. Sincere thanks to our members who 
presented talks (Mike Pieloor, Scott Mann, Josh Philips, Geoff Dyne) and to Megan & Josh Philips for emceeing 
and Krysia for ensuring everything went well in the Mallee Pavilion. 
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Finally, thanks to key organisers: Bill Ferris (registration program, certificates, road signs, advertising),  Scott Mann 
(sales table, finances, volunteer app), Bailey Dunn (security, layout), Jacqui & Claire Turner (creche, popular vote), 
Krysia Szkiela (sponsorship, volunteers), Sandra Corbett (entry, raffle), Mark Fraser (show marshal), Yvonne Day 
and Elisa Pavlic (judges' dinner). 

 

Class Winners - South and West Region Orchid Show 20-21 September 2025 

Class Description Pl Plant Owner 

Displays 

1 Society display 1 My Fair Lady Shoalhaven 

2 Phantom of the Opera Orchid Society of 
Canberra 

4 Tabletop container 1 A Few of My Favourite Things Brian & Lynne Phelan 

Open 

Australian Native Orchid 

5 Dockrillia species 1 Dockrillia teretifolium Adrian & Kathy 
Goodall 

2 Dockrillia teretifolia Karen Groeneveld 

6 Dockrillia hybrid 1 Dendrobium (Dock) Tweetas ‘Mustard’ K & M Scott 

2 Dendrobium (Dock) Amphion Veil ‘Best 
Lip’ 

K & M Scott 

8 Thelychiton speciosus complex 
species 

1 Thelychiton speciosus 'Windermere' David Judge 

2 Thelychiton speciosus David Norman 

9 Other Grastidiinae and 
Dendrobiinae species  

1 Thelychiton tetragonus Bill Ferris 

2 Durabaculum canaliculatum Mark Clements 

10.1 Other Grastidiinae and 
Dendrobiinae hybrid >50mm 
pink/red/purple 

1 Dendrobium Tosca ‘Jean’ Carmel & Travis 
Milton 

2 Dendrobium Newbold Norman Jean Swindley 

10.2 Other Grastidiinae and 
Dendrobiinae hybrid >50mm 
yellow/cream, white 

1 Dendrobium Brimbank Dream Carmel & Travis 
Milton 

2 Dendrobium Golden Sunsprite ‘Anne’ Carmel & Travis 
Milton 

10.3 Other Grastidiinae and 
Dendrobiinae hybrid >50mm 
any other colour 

1 Durabaculum undulatum Karen Groeneveld 

2 Dendrobium Brimbank Sparkler ‘Nicholas’ Carmel & Travis 
Milton 

11.1 Other Grastidiinae and 
Dendrobiinae hybrid <50mm 
pink/red/purple 

1 Dendrobium Coote Memoria Jim Rentoul Keith Barrett 

2 Dendrobium Julia ‘So Bold’ Keith Barrett 

11.2 Other Grastidiinae and 
Dendrobiinae hybrid <50mm 
yellow/cream/white 

1 Dendrobium AR Sunset Fire Mike Pieloor 

2 Dendrobium Hilda Poxon x speciosum = 
Essie Banks 

Ulli Cliff 

11.3 Other Grastidiinae and 
Dendrobiinae hybrid <50mm 
any other colour 

1 Dendrobium Flinders ‘Grant Garrett’ x 
Australian Rhubarb Pie = Tyabb Plum 

Keith Barrett 

2 Dendrobium Brimbank Uluru Richard Mayoh 
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Class Description Pl Plant Owner 

12 Monopodial Vandaceous species 1 Sarcochilus falcatus Graham Gray 

2 Sarcochilus falcatus Keith & Jenny Kilo 

13 Monopodial Vandaceous hybrid 1 Sarcochilus Bonanza ‘Phillip’ Patrick & Faye 
Tenison 

16.1 Terrestrial Species - Pterostylis 
complex 

1 Pterostylis baptistii Mike Pieloor 

2 Pterostylis curta David Judge 

16.3 Terrestrial Species - Other 
genera 

1 Chiloglottis platyptera Bill Ferris 

2 Chiloglottis platyptera Ciaran Ernst-Russell 

17 Terrestrial hybrid 1 Diuris sulphurea x orientis Mike Pieloor 

2 Caladenia latifolia hybrid Ciaran Ernst-Russell 

18 Best miniature classes 5 - 17 1 Chiloglottis platyptera Bill Ferris 

19 Best seedling classes 5 - 17 1 Dendrobium Brimbank Cosmic Dream K & M Scott 

20 Best specimen or potful of 
terrestrials classes 5 - 17 

1 Dendrobium (Dock) Tweetas ‘Mustard’ K & M Scott 

20.1 Best species classes 5-17 1 Pterostylis baptistii Mike Pieloor 

20.2 Best hybrid classes 5-17 1 Dendrobium (Dock) Tweetas ‘Mustard’ K & M Scott 

Exotic Cymbidium 

22 Primary Hybrid 1 Cymbidium lowianum Jean Swindley 

2 Cymbidium erythraeum x lowianum Jeffrey Knox 

23.1 Hybrid, classical shape >90mm 
pink/red 

1 Cymbidium Regal Flames 'Q or H' Richard Skitt 

2 Cymbidium Kalahari Blaze ‘Dural” x Dural 
Dream ‘Dural’ = Kalahari Dream 

Keith Barrett 

23.2 Hybrid, classical shape >90mm 
yellow/green 

1 Cymbidium Green Glass x Kimberley 
Meadows = Kimberley Downs 

Jeffrey Knox 

2 Cymbidium Jubilation 'Geronimo' Jeffrey Knox 

23.3 Hybrid, classical shape >90mm 
white 

1 Cymbidium Dalmeny Splash 'Mystique' Gordon Marion 

2 Cym. Loch Watten ‘Dural’ Keith Barrett 

23.4 Hybrid, classical shape >90mm 
any other colour 

1 Cymbidium Kalahari Pepper x Harbour 
City 

Jeffrey Knox 

2 Cymbidium Amber Sands 'Harlequin' Jeffrey Knox 

24.1 Hybrid, classical shape 
intermediate (60 - 90mm) 
pink/red 

1 Cymbidium Ashlee Monteith Rob Monteith 

2 Cymbidium Gypsy Rose ‘Princess’ Rob Monteith 

24.2 Hybrid, classical shape 
intermediate (60 - 90mm) 
yellow/green 

1 Cymbidium Royale Fare x Jingerra Jeffrey Knox 

2 Cymbidium Kakadu x Ovens Circle Rob Monteith 

24.3 Hybrid, classical shape 
intermediate (60 - 90mm) white 

1 Cymbidium Careless Heart ‘Cutie Pie’ Jock & Gloria 
Campbell 

2 Cymbidium Red Valley x Sarah Jean 1266 Rob Monteith 
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Class Description Pl Plant Owner 

24.4 Hybrid, classical shape 
intermediate (60 - 90mm) Any 
other colour 

1 Cymbidium Bulbarrow 'Robin Hood' Richard Skitt 

2 Cymbidium Khan Flame ‘Hot Cocoa’ Jacqui & Claire 
Turner 

25.1 Hybrid, Classical shape, 
Miniature (<60mm) pink/red 

1 Cymbidium Uthong x canaliculatum var. 
sparksii 

Gordon Marion 

2 Cymbidium Pebble Beach Brian Dear 

25.2 Hybrid, Classical shape, 
Miniature (<60mm) 
yellow/green 

1 Cymbidium Sweetheart ‘Fragrant Orchid’ Patrick & Faye 
Tenison 

2 Cymbidium Autumn Emerald Nick Westerink 

25.3 Hybrid, Classical shape, 
Miniature (<60mm) white 

1 Cymbidium Sarah Jean ‘Ice Cascades’ Jacqui & Claire 
Turner 

2 Cymbidium Sarah Jean 'Ice Cascade' Laurie Woods 

25.4 Hybrid, Classical shape, 
Miniature (<60mm) Any other 
colour 

1 Cymbidium Paradisian Surprise ‘Splash of 
Pink’ 

Rob Monteith 

26.1 Hybrid, Non-Classical Shape, 
Standard (>90mm) 

1 Cymbidium Darch Freak 'Mars' Keith Barrett 

2 Cymbidium tracyanum Nick Westerink 

27 Best miniature classses 21 - 26 1 Cymbidium Sarah Jean ‘Ice Cascades’ Jacqui & Claire 
Turner 

28 Best seedling classes 21 - 26 1 Cymbidium Khanebono x Pepper Blaze Jeffrey Knox 

29.0 Best specimen classes 21 - 26 1 Cymbidium Sarah Jean ‘Ice Cascades’ Jacqui & Claire 
Turner 

29.2 Best hybrid classes 21 - 26 1 Cymbidium Kalahari Pepper x Harbour 
City 

Jeffrey Knox 

Laeliinae 

30.2 Species - flowers 70 - 110mm 1 Cattleya intermedia var. coerulea Louise Gannon 

30.4 Species -flowers <50mm 1 Cattleya coccinea Mike Pieloor 

2 Epidendrum calanthum Karen Groeneveld 

31 Hybrid: Cluster flowers 1 Cattleya Magic Wand Mike Pieloor 

2 Rhyncattleanthe Love Sound x Cattleya 
amethystoglossa 

Ron Findlater 

32.1 Hybrid: Exhibition shape 
 - flowers >110mm 

1 Rhynchcolaeliocattleya Sylvia Fry 
'Supreme' 

Ulli Cliff 

32.2 Hybrid: Exhibition shape 
 - flowers 70 - 110mm 

1 Cattleya Aliza Reder Mike Pieloor 

2 Rhynchcolaeliocattleya Hsinying Sunbeam 
‘Auranti-Gem’ 

K & M Scott 

32.3 Hybrid: Exhibition shape 
 - flowers <70mm 

1 Cattleya Mango Spice  ‘Stone’ Keith Barrett 

2 Rhyncattleanthe Rosella’s Love Charm x 
Cattleanthe Dal’s Buddy ‘Bette’ 

Patrick & Faye 
Tenison 

33.2 Hybrid: Non-Standard shape 
- flowers 70 - 110mm 

1 Brassocattleya Richard Mueller  Andrea Robold 



November-December 2025 

7 

 

Class Description Pl Plant Owner 

33.3 Hybrid: Non-Standard shape 
 - flowers <70mm 

1 Rhyncattleanthe Bouton D’Or x Ctt. 
Orange Trick 

Louise Gannon 

2 Cattleya Tropical Trick ‘Machado #1’ Martin & Sue 
Montebello 

34 Best miniature classes 30 - 33 1 Cattleya Mango Spice ‘Stone’ Keith Barrett 

35 Best seedling classes 30 - 33 1 Cattleya coccinea Mike Pieloor 

36.1 Best species classes 30-33 1 Cattleya coccinea Mike Pieloor 

36.2 Best hybrid classes 30-33 1 Cattleya Mango Spice ‘Stone’ Keith Barrett 

Cypripedioideae 

37.1 Species: Paphiopedilum 1 Paphiopedilum rothschildianum David Judge 

2 Paphiopedilum villosum Martin & Sue 
Montebello 

37.3 Species: Other 1 Cypripedium formosanum Karen Groeneveld 

38.1 Hybrid: round shape >70mm 1 Paphiopedilum Neridah x Paphiopedilum 
Mem. Teck Ying ‘Yeowie’ 

Martin & Sue 
Montebello 

2 Paphiopedilum Amanda Ferris x Joyride 
‘Beecroft’ 

Wayne Simmons 

38.3 Hybrid: Maudiae type 1 Paphiopedilum Montebello’s Pride Ho Martin & Sue 
Montebello 

2 Paphiopedilum Montebello’s Pride Ho Martin & Sue 
Montebello 

38.4  Hybrid: Multifloral 1 Paphiopedilum Hsinying Anita David Judge 

2 Paphiopedilum St Swithin David Judge 

38.5  Hybrid: Paphiopedilum 1 Paphiopedilum Nitens Martin & Sue 
Montebello 

2 Paphiopedilum Invincible Martin & Sue 
Montebello 

40 Best seedling classes 37 - 38 1 Paphiopedilum Montebello’s Pride Ho Martin & Sue 
Montebello 

41 Best specimen classes 37 - 38 1 Paphiopedilum Nitens Martin & Sue 
Montebello 

Exotic Monopodial Vandeae 

42.1 Species: Phalaenopsis 1 Phalaenopsis lobbii Scott Mann 

2 Phalaenopsis sanderiana David Judge 

42.2 Species: Other - flowers >50mm 1 Paraphalaenopsis labukensis Mark Clements 

42.3 Species: Other - flowers 15 -
50mm 

1 Renanthera imschootiana Mark Clements 

42.4 Species: Other - flowers <15mm 1 Pomatocalpa spicata Mark Clements 

2 Phalaenopsis Charming Crystal Waters Martin & Sue 
Montebello 

43.1 Phalaenopsis Hybrid: Classical 
Shape, flowers >75mm 

1 Phalaenopsis unknown hybrid Nick Westerink 

2 Phalaenopsis Dendi's Lattimore Jane Wright 
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Class Description Pl Plant Owner 

43.2 Phalaenopsis Hybrid: Classical 
Shape, flowers 50mm - 75mm 

1 Phalaenopsis Taida Vivien Stripes x 
Phalaenopsis Dendi’s Treasure 

Martin & Sue 
Montebello 

2 Phalaenopsis Charming Crystal Waters Martin & Sue 
Montebello 

43.4 Phalaenopsis Hybrid: Non-
classical, flowers >50mm 

1 Phalaenopsis Pixie Martin & Sue 
Montebello 

44.1 Other Hybrid: Classical flowers 
>50mm 

1 Vanda Rothschildiana Gordon Marion 

45 Other Hybrid: Non-classical 
shape 

1 Angaecum veitchii John Stubbs 

46 Best miniature classes 42 - 45 1 Phalaenopsis parishii Jane Wright 

47 Best seedling classes 42 - 45 1 Phalaenopsis lobbii Scott Mann 

48 Best specimen classes 42 - 45 1 Phalaenopsis parishii Jane Wright 

48.1 Best Species classes 42 - 45 1 Phalaenopsis parishii Jane Wright 

48.2 Best Hybrid classes 42 - 45 1 Phalaenopsis Charming Crystal Waters Martin & Sue 
Montebello 

Oncidiinae 

49.4 Species: Flowers <40mm 1 Odontoglossum pulchellum var majus Gordon Marion 

50.1 Hybrid: Standard Flowers 
>80mm 

1 Miltoniopsis Red Knight Brian & Lynne Phelan 

50.3 Hybrid: Flowers 40 - 80mm 1 Miltoniopsis Jersey Anne Jane Wright 

2 Oncidium Star of Jersey Brian & Lynne Phelan 

50.4 Hybrid: Flowers <40mm 1 Tolumnia Golden Sunset Martin & Sue 
Montebello 

2 Oncidium unknown Keith & Jenny Kilo 

52 Best Seedling 1 Oncidium Tsiku Marguerite ‘Romantic 
Fantasy’ 

Brian & Lynne Phelan 

53 Best Specimen 1 Odontoglossum pulchellum var majus Gordon Marion 

53.1 Best Species 1 Odontoglossum pulchellum var majus Gordon Marion 

53.2 Best Hybrid 1 Tolumnia Golden Sunset Martin & Sue 
Montebello 

Pleurothallidinae 

54.1 Species: Masdevallia 1 Masdevallia veitchiana Jane Wright 

54.3 Species: Other 1 Dryadella zebrina Jane Wright 

2 Specklinia picta Karen Groeneveld 

55.1 Hybrid: Flowers >25mm 1 Masdevallia Rein Touch 'Dane Hill' Mike Pieloor 

2 Masdevallia Tiger Kiss 'Cat Fight' Keith Barrett 

55.2 Hybrid: Flowers <25mm 1 Masdevallia Ferris Wheel Rob Monteith 

56 Best miniature classes 54 - 55 1 Dryadella zebrina Jane Wright 

58 Best Specimen classes 54 - 55 1 Specklinia picta Karen Groeneveld 

58.1 Best species classes 54 - 55 1 Dryadella zebrina Jane Wright 

58.2 Best hybrid classes 54 - 55 1 Masdevallia Rein Touch 'Dane Hill' Mike Pieloor 
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Class Description Pl Plant Owner 

Other Exotic Orchids 

59.1 Dendrobium Alliance Species: 
Softcane 

1 Dendrobium hancockii Mark Clements 

2 Dendrobium regium Gordon Marion 

59.2 Dendrobium Alliance Species: 
Hardcane 

1 Dendrobium lindleyi Karen Groeneveld 

59.4 Dendrobium Alliance Hybrid: 
Softcane 

1 Dendrobium (Sayeria) spectabile Karen Groeneveld 

2 Dendrobium (Sayeria) alexandrae Karen Groeneveld 

60.1 Dendrobium Alliance Hybrid: 
Softcane 

1 Dendrobium Unknown David Judge 

2 Dendrobium Spring Dream ‘Kumiko' Andrea Robold 

60.2 Dendrobium Alliance Hybrid: 
Hardcane 

1 Dendrobium Yaya Victoria Martin & Sue 
Montebello 

2 Dendrobium. Lianna Pink Stripe x 
Dendrobium Orchid World 

Martin & Sue 
Montebello 

61.1 Coelogyninae Species: 
 Flowers >20mm 

1 Coelogyne cristata Jeffrey Knox 

2 Coelogyne flaccida Wayne Lee 

61.2 Coelogyninae Species: 
 Flowers <20mm 

1 Coelogyne cobbianum Wayne Lee 

2 Coelogyne tenella  (Dendrochilum 
tenellum) 

Keith Barrett 

62.1 Coelogyninae Hybrid: Coelogyne 1 Coelogyne Unchained Melody Keith Barrett 

63.2 Bulbophyllinae Species: 
 Flowers <30mm 

1 Bulbophyllum penicillium Mark Clements 

2 Bulbophyllum picturatum Karen Groeneveld 

65.2 Maxillariinae Species:  
Flowers 25 - 50mm 

1 Maxillaria porphyrostele Bill Ferris 

2 Maxillaria porphyrostele Patrick & Faye 
Tenison 

65.3 Maxillariinae Species: 
 Flowers <25mm 

1 Maxillaria densa Karen Groeneveld 

68.1 Other Epiphytic Hybrid: 
 Flowers >50mm 

1 Stanhopea Memoria Paul Allen Jacqui & Claire 
Turner 

2 Zygoneria Happy Bay 'Winter Green' x 
Kudos 'Purity' 

Jean Swindley 

69.1 Other Terrestrial Species: 
 Flowers >50mm 

1 Pleione formosana ‘Clare’ Jock & Gloria 
Campbell 

2 Pleone Tongariro ‘Tahlia’ Carmel & Travis 
Milton 

69.2 Other Terrestrial Species: 
 Flowers 25 - 50mm 

1 Serapias lingua Mark Clements 

71 Best miniature classes 60-71 1 Maxillaria densa Karen Groeneveld 

72 Best Seedling classes 60-71 1 Zygoneria Happy Bay 'Winter Green' x 
Kudos 'Purity' 

Jean Swindley 

73 Best Specimen or potful of 
terrestrials classes 60-71 

1 Serapias lingua Mark Clements 

73.1 Best Species classes 60-71 1 Dendrobium (Sayeria) spectabile Karen Groeneveld 

73.2 Best hybrid classes 60-71 1 Dendrobium Yaya Victoria Martin & Sue 
Montebello 
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Class Description Pl Plant Owner 

Novice 

Australian Native 

74 Grastidiinae and Dendrobiinae 
hybrids 

1 Dendrobium kingianum Vivienne White 

2 Thelychiton speciosus Elisa Pavlic 

75 Grastidiinae and Dendrobiinae 
species 

1 Dendrobium Australian Treasure Denis Anderson 

2 Dendrobium Nanny Joy ‘Cutie’ X 
Dingadee Gold ‘Burner’ = King’s Joyful 

Sue O Brien 

Exotic Cymbidium 

79.2 Hybrid-flowers >90mm 1 Cymbidium Vanity Fair ‘Hollywood’ Sue O Brien 

79.4 Hybrid- flowers <60mm 1 Cymbidium Sarah Jean ‘Golden Cascade’ Bronwyn Hamilton 

2 Cymbidium Mary Green 'Green Gables' Denis & Mundi 
Tomlinson 

Laeliinae 

81.1 Hybrid - Exhibition Shape 1 Cattleya unknown Bronwyn Hamilton 

Cypripedioidae 

83.2 Hybrid - Other 1 Paphiopedilum Spirit Dancer x Clear Light Vivienne White 

Vandeae 

85 Hybrid 1 Phalaenopsis unknown Kerry Carter 

Oncidiinae 

88 Hybrid 1 Arthurara Sea Snake 'Unforgettable' Tony & Glenda 
Clapin 

2 Zelenkocidium Calico Gem ‘Green Valley’ Kerry Carter 

Cultural Classes 

93 Best miniature classes 79-83 1 Cattleya unknown Bronwyn Hamilton 

94 Best seedling classes 79-83 1 Dendrobium Nanny Joy ‘Cutie’ X 
Dingadee Gold ‘Burner’ = King’s Joyful 

Sue O Brien 

95 Best Specimen classes 79-83 1 Dendrobium Australian Treasure Denis Anderson 

95.1 Best Species classes 79-83 1 Dendrobium kingianum Vivienne White 

95.2 Best hybrid classes 79-83 1 Phalaenopsis unknown Kerry Carter 

Foliage 

96 Orchid as a Foliage plant 1 Ludisia discolor Jane Wright 

2 Pelexia maculata Jane Wright 

Art, Craft and Photography 

99.1 Photography - Studio work 1 Tetrabaculum tetragonum Mark Fraser 

99.2 Photography - Field work 1 Caladenia actensis Derek Corrigan 

99.3 Photography - Enhanced  1 It All Comes Down to This (Phalaenopsis 
Sasquatch) 

Mark Fraser 
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Champion Orchids of the Show 
 

Champion Orchid of the show, Champion Hybrid, Champion Cypripedioideae, Champion Seeding 
Paphiopedilum Montebello’s Pride Ho 

Martin & Sue Montebello 
  

Champion species 
Paphiopedilum rothschildianum 
David Judge 
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Champion Any Other Orchid 
Maxillaria densa 

Karen Groeneveld 

Champion Cymbidium 
Cymbidium Kalahari Pepper x Harbour City 

Jeffrey Knox 

  

 

Champion Pleurothallidinae 
Masdevallia Rein Touch ‘Dane Hill’ 

Mike Pieloor 

Champion Novice 
Dendrobium Australian Artist 

Denis Anderson 
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Champion Vandeae & Champion Minature 
Phalaenopsis parishii 

Jane Wright 

Champion Laeliinae 
Cattleya Mango Spice ‘Stone’ 

Keith Barrett 

Champion Australian Native 
Den. (Dock) Tweetas ‘Mustard’ 

K&M Scott 

Champion Oncidiinae 
Oncidium Star of Jersey 
Brian & Lynne Phelan 
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Orchid Club Displays, SW Regional Orchid Show-Canberra 
 

Shoalhaven Orchid Society—First Place 

Orchid Society of Canberra 
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  Wagga Wagga Orchid Club 

Eurobodalla Orchid Club 

Sapphire Coast Orchid Club 

Albury Wodonga Orchid Club 



November-December 2025 

16 

 

Minutes of the General Meeting Wednesday 3 September 2025 
 

President Jane Wright opened meeting at 7:32 pm and welcomed everyone to meeting. 

Present: 57, Apologies: 10, Visitors: 0. 

Presentation by Jane Wright - “Preparing for the Show”  

Jane showed a map of the venues at EPIC and the best way to access the buildings. She described the layout of 
the Fitzroy building and the flow of traffic though the building. 

Jane gave a quick summary of how to prepare plants for showing and how to register plants. 

Scott spoke about how to volunteer to the show using paper signup sheets and the SignUp app. 

Bailey Dunn discussed the arrangements for security, 

Announcements:  

Krysia discussed the show sponsorships—specifically Neutrog. She negotiated with them an exposé from member 
Jacqui Turner about her stanhopea including a picture of its blooms as a result of their StrikeBack product, which 
secured us their sponsorship. They will send us some samples as prizes! Krysia asked members to sign up to the 
Neutrog newsletter if they are interested in their growing tips and their products—she passed around a sign-up 
sheet. Jane notes that the HSOC have a good relationship with Neutrog and it allows them much cheaper access 
to some of their Neutrog products, so we would like to foster the relationship. 

Jane did a quick talk on the intricacies of naming plants, and the journey one can take to get some plants 
identified.  

Presentation of popular vote by Bailey Dunn, and Judge’s choice winners by Robyn Noel. 

Jane noted the excellent display of plants and opened the floor for members to talk about what they grew and 
how their growing conditions are. 

Jane notes that this is a segue into what next month’s meeting topic will be… which is ‘How Did I Grow That.’ Bill 
will be running the meeting as Jane and other members will be going to the AOC 2025 show in Woolgoolga.  

Jane thanked all people who helped with the meeting tonight, and for people who signed up to jobs for the show.  

Meeting closed at 9:25pm 
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Popular Vote Results: 3 September 2025 
 

# Class Name Plant Owner 

OPEN 
1 Australian Epiphyte Thelychiton speciosus ‘Palmerston Mist 

Debbie Anne‘ 
Richard Mayoh 

Others Benched: Dockrillia Hot Coals; Den. Bill Dobson; Dockrillia Rosemary Jupp; Den. 
Avril’s Gold ‘Louanne’; Den. Aussie Parade ‘Carrot Splash’; Den. Coolart Sunshine; Den. 
hybrid unknown; Den. Jonathan’s Glory ‘Dark Joy’  

2 Australian Terrestrial Chiloglottis truncata Brian Shelvey 
Others Benched: Pterostylis curta x2; Diplodium repandum; Pterostylis curta fm. 
variegata 

3 Cymbidium Cymbidium sinense Karen Groeneveld 
Others Benched: Nil 

4 Laeliinae Procatavola Golden Peacock Brian Shelvey 

 Others Benched: Cattleya Spring March; Cattleya coccinea 

5 Cypripedioidea Paphiopedilum Hsinying Anita David Judge, Mike  
Others Benched:   Paph. hainanense; Paph Lovely Lilly x Emstor; Paph. gratixianum 
‘Geyserland’ x Self 

6 Monopodial Vandeae Phalaenopsis schilleriana James Jonklaas 
Others Benched: Phal. Sogo Vivian ‘Special Indigo’, Phal. lobbii; Phal venosa; Phal. 
amabilis ‘Bento’ 

7 Oncidiinae Leomesezia Lava Burst ‘Puanami’ Megan and Josh Philips 
Onc. Twinkle ‘Pink Profusion’; Cuitlauzina pulchellum. 

8 Pleurothallidinae Pleurothallis dilemma Jane Wright 
Others Benched: Masdevallia Mary Staal; Masd. Andean Adventure; Masd. Whimsy; 
Masd. Stripe King ‘Beenak’; Masd. Gold Purse; Masd. Angle Dangle; Dryadella zebrina. 

9 Exotic Dendrobiinae Dendrobium Yaya Victoria Brian Shelvey 

Others Benched: Dendrobium paxtonii 
12 Maxillariinae Maxillaria picta Bill Ferris 

Others Benched: Nil 
14 Any Other Orchid Cycnodes Opalina ‘Bakers Green Goblin’ Andrea Robold 

Others Benched: Ludisia discolor 

NOVICE 

15 Australian Native Dendrobium hybrid unknown David Boughey 
Others Benched: Nil 

17 Laeliinae Cattleya hybrid unknown Slip lost 
Others Benched: Nil 

19 Any other orchid Coelogyne Unchained Melody Slip lost 
Others Benched: Nil 

 

OPEN Orchid of the Night Dendrobium speciosum ‘Palmerston Mist 
Debbie Anne’  

Richard Mayoh 

NOVICE Orchid of the 
Night 

Cattleya hybrid unknown Slip lost 

Judges’ Choice - Species Dryadella zebrina Jane Wright 

Judges’ Choice - Hybrid Paphiopedilum Hsinying Anita David Judge 

Judges’ Choice - Specimen Dendrobium Coolart Sunshine Ben Wallace 
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Popular Vote 
OPEN Orchid of the Night 
Dendrobium speciosum ‘Palmerston Mist Debbie-Anne’  

Grown by Richard Mayoh  
 
"I bought a piece of 'Palmerston Mist Debbie Anne' 
AM/AOC quite a few years ago from Ted Walmsley. It has 
been a great grower; I have divided it twice. I grow my 
speciosums the Ted Walmsley way, Google it! The only 
adjustment is for my big speciosums. I seldom water any 
from May through to late August depending on weather.  
Most of my big speciosums are grown under a tree canopy 
that protects them from the winter frosts and makes for 
tremendous growing conditions during the hot months." 
 
Judges’ Choice- Hybrid 
Paphiopedilum Hsinying Anita 
Grown by David Judge 
 
Paphiopedilum Hsinying Anita is a secondary hybrid between the 
species Paphiopedilum anitum and the primary hybrid Paphiopedilum 
Lady Isobel, itself a hybrid between Paphiopedilum rothschidianum and 
stonei.  
 
“I bought this plant from Ezi-Gro Orchids in 2015 as a small seedling. It 
took me ten years to flower it for the first time. The seedling was bred 
in Taiwan: Lady Isobel 'Crown' SM/TPS x anitum 'Black Magic' SM/TPS. 
Paphiopedilum Hsinying Anita can show quite a lot of variation 
between clones, especially as there is a lot of contrast in dorsal colour 
between the parents. My plant has been dominated by anitum for 
colour (dark) and rothschildianum for size. The lighter colour species, 
stonei, has had little influence on the phenotype of the flowers. I think 
this is the best outcome and I am very happy with how this has turned out”. 
 
 
Judges’ Choice - Species 
Dryadella zebrina 
Grown by Jane Wright 
 
“To prepare this note, I looked up my records and found that I have 
owned this plant for over 30 years! I grow it in a small greenhouse set 
up for cloud forest plants. The critical aspect to their culture is keeping 
the plants cool (<30°C in summer). I achieve this by covering the 
greenhouse with aluminet shade cloth all year and by running an 
evaporative cooler through summer. I keep the winter minimum 
temperature about 8°C. I use a fine bark and perlite mix. I find this 
plant looks best when kept in a small pot so the flowers can face 
outwards around the pot and display well”.  
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Minutes of general Meeting  - 1 October 2025 

Present: 40, Apologies: 15, Visitors: 4. 

Vice-President Bill Ferris opened the meeting at 7:37 pm. He welcomed everyone to meeting noting the good roll 
up of members and number of plants benched despite various members being absent at the Show and 
Conference in Woolgoolga. 

Bill handed out place certificates to members present who were winners at the South and West Region Orchid 
Show and Conference which the club hosted in place of our Spring show. 

Bill considered the show a great success overall, especially with the better spacing and light in the Fitzroy building. 
The support for the conference was low but the attendees who did sign up had very positive experience. Bill 
highlighted Jane’s email summary comments about the amount of help from members of the club for the show. 
Bill also asked members to recognise the amount of work Jane herself put into the show—as she was 
instrumental in a huge amount of behind the scenes and balancing acts between many parties. The meeting 
unanimously supported Bill’s commendation of Jane for her management of the show. 

Bill presented an overview of the Show. He showed slides of all clubs’ displays and the championship winning 
plants (see the report on the Show in this Bulletin) and invited some members to comment on how they grew 
their prize winning and other less common plants.  

Champion Species Paphiopedilum rothschildianum was grown by David Judge. David said he acquired the plant 
from a nursery that was closing, as a medium sized seedling in 2006. It first flowered in 2013, and that this year’s 
flowering is the best yet. “It’s slowly getting better; there are many new growths.” He said that he used to under-
water his paphs but he’s learnt with this one that it needs a good amount of bright light, and a lot of water.  

Champion Any Other Orchid, Maxillaria densa, was grown by Karen Groenveld. Karen was not present but 
provided notes on how she grew the plant. ‘In my cool greenhouse, 10-28°C, regular water (daily, reduced to 
every second day in winter, auto watering) magamp slow-release fertiliser in the water, 70% humidity minimum. 
It’s at the back of the bench, so quite shady. I grow it in a mix of small to medium bark, with perlite and clay balls, 
with some charcoal (I’ve started using the biochar that South Pacific Hydroponics sells). I’ve found that a 
terracotta pot works well, with a coir stake for it to grow upwards on. The stakes with the hollow centre are good 
because it means you can add extra lengths as the plant grows. I only repot every few years when it outgrows the 
pot. I’ve also started using a bit of horticultural pumice in my mixes, but I’m not sure if the plant has been 
repotted since I started doing this.’ 

First place in Species Other orchids was Cypripedium formosana grown by Karen Groeneveld. Mike Pieloor noted 
that this type of cypripedium is hard to grow. The flowers last only 7-10 days, and it is temperature sensitive. 
Mike recommends an airy mix to grow it in. Cyp. formosana has an interesting leaf shape which is more palm-like. 

Mark Clements gave a presentation on some of his orchids at the show: 

Paraphalaenopsis labukensis Mark notes he’s seen this orchid grow in the wild in Borneo, and that it grows in the 
same kind of environment as Paphiopedilum rothschildanium. It is a successful first flowering seedling.  

Serapias lingua  Mark said this is the most common serapias, as this species is like some Pterostylis species that 
reproduces vegetatively and forms colonies. Most other serapias don’t. Serapias lingua, grows wild in Greece and 
is now spreading wild in parts of Australia. 

Coelandria smillieae Mark showcased his own plant which he had at the show 
but also gave an example of it growing out in the wild. Sunbirds are its 
primary pollinators—they perch on the stem and put their long, curved beaks 
into the flower, which sticks to their beak. The pollen is a green-brown colour 
and the shape of it is designed to sit on the beak without the bird noticing it. 
When the bird pulls the sticky pollen out on its beak and visits another flower 
the pollen is then deposited.  
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Pomatocalpa spicata Mark again showed his own plant which he had at the show, along with two other 
Australian varieties. 

David Judge spoke about his Phalaenopsis sasquatch ‘Dendi’, that that won the popular vote at the show. “It’s the 
best it’s ever flowered. It grows in the glasshouse with my paphs and has a bit of neglect in comparison”. He also 
showed a Cymbidium floribundum — a species from China that is a cool grower. He noted that it is easy to grow, it 
just needs a lot of light, and it’s an important parent in the Sarah Jean line of cymbidiums. 

Announcements:  

Bill drew attention to an interesting article in the October ANOS Victoria newsletter about ‘Confused Terrestrials’ 
which was written by our industrious member Mike Pieloor. Mike explained that it was important for plant labels 
(especially of locality) to be correct, especially for the ANOS tuber bank. 

Derek was to have a mountain walk on Black Mountain in the around 2 weeks on a Sunday morning to see the 
native orchids that are flowering—more info to come via email for interested participants.  

Mike gave an overview refresher on how the popular vote works given our visitors/new members. 

Bill advised that the next HSOC Show is on 1-2 November. He asked if members were interested in having a sales 
table at this show, but there was no support. 

Upcoming potting workshop at Krysia Szkiela’s, particularly for cymbidiums/dendrobiums. Email with details to 
follow. 

Bill noted that we are now operating with a new ISP for the website. The site is moving to Wordpress to make 
overall maintenance of it easier and that it can be maintained others in the club in the event Bill cannot. 

Due to our judges being interstate for the Woolgoolga AOC show, there was no judges’ choice for plants tonight. 

Meeting closed at 9:15pm. 

 

Cultural tips for November-December 

▪ Check your growing location daily to make sure your plants are getting appropriate moisture, 
warmth and light. Ensure plants growing on mounts are kept moist and in a high humidity 
environment. 

▪ Check shade levels are appropriate – watch the leaf colour of your plants. 

▪ Keep an eye on the weather as it is possible to have frost or hot dry winds at this time of year and 
take appropriate precautions. 

▪ A good time to repot orchids that have finished flowering if needed or keikis that are advanced. 

▪ Water and fertilise often as most plants will be in active growth. The stronger the growth now, 
the better the flowers next season. 

▪ Monitor for pests, including early aphids and munching pests, like spring grasshoppers or 
caterpillars. 

▪ Reduce watering to your Australian terrestrials as the leaves yellow and the plants enter 
dormancy. Once the plants are dormant you can repot the tubers in December or January. 

▪  Check out the Society’s book Growing Orchids in Cool Climate Australia for more cultural tips. 
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Popular Vote Results:   1 October 2025 
 

# Class Name Plant Owner 

OPEN 

1 Australian Epiphyte Dendrobium ROCKSTAR x Jesmond Sparkler 
‘Greg Hall’ 

Brian Shelvey 

Others Benched: Den. Balnarring, Den. Andrew Persson, Den. Unknown, 
Sarcochilus falcatus ‘Purple Chin’, Den. kingianum, Doc. striolata ‘Sophro 
Macquarie’ x ‘Neville’, Doc. striolata, Doc. teretifolia 

2 Australian Terrestrial Leptoceras menziesii Mike Pieloor 

Others Benched: Caladenia hybrid, Pterostylis pedunculata 

3 Cymbidium Cymbidium Valley Olympic ‘Pink Perfection’ Jacqui & Claire Turner 

Others Benched: Cym floribundum, Cym. Drouin Masterpiece, Cym. floribundum 
‘Susan’ x ‘Bushy Tail’, Cym. Autumn Emerald 

4 Laeliinae Procatavola Golden Peacock Brian Shelvey 

Others Benched: Cattleya mossiae, Rhyncholaeliiocattleya Star Struck ‘Topaz 
Dusk’, Cattlianthe Blue Heaven, Rhyncattleanthe Young-Min Orange ’Golden 
Satisfaction’, Laeliocattleya Hsin Buu Lady ‘Red Valentine’ 

5 Cypripedioidea Paphiopedilum philippinense David Judge 

Others Benched: Paph. rothchildianum, Paph. Lovely Lillly 

6 Monopodial Vandeae Phalaenopsis Nova x philippinensis Brian Shelvey 

Others Benched: Phal. Sasquatch ‘Dendi’, 
Phal. Unknown (3) 

 

9 Exotic Dendrobiinae Dendrobium Genting Red Tony Tritschler 

Others Benched: Den. Snowflake, Den. Spring Dream ‘Kumiko’  

10 Coelogyninae Coelogyne flaccida ‘Smokey’ Pamela Phillips 

Others Benched: Coel. Unchained Melody, Coel. Intermedia fm. alba 

12 Maxillariinae Maxillaria variablis ‘Chocolate’ Bill Ferris 

Others Benched: Nil 

13 Exotic terrestrials Serapias lingua Megan & Josh Philips 

Others Benched: Nil 

NOVICE 

15 Australian Native Dendrobium Unknown Brendan McGarry 

Others Benched: Sarcochilus hartmannii, Den. Australian Artist, Pterostylis 
pedunculata, Den. Newbold ‘Bergen Beauty,’ Den. Australian Artist, Den. 
Unknown (2) 

16 Cymbidium Cymbidium unknown hybrid ‘No 10’ Brendan McGarrry 

Others Benched: nil 

18 Monopdial Vandeae Phalaenopsis Unknown hybrid Kathy Dibley 

Others Benched: nil 

19 Any Other orchid Den. aphyllum Na Khanprasert 

Others Benched: nil 

 

OPEN Orchid of the Night Leptoceras menziesii Mike Pieloor 

NOVICE Orchid of the Night Sarcochilus hartmannii Na Khanprasert 

Dendrobium aphyllum Na Khanprasert 

 
  



November-December 2025 

22 

 

 
Popular Vote 
OPEN Orchid of the Night 
Leptoceras menziesii 
Grown by Mike Pieloor 
 
“This delightful Australian native has taken me a few years to work out how to 
grow well. It is a colony forming tuberous species with a distinct summer 
dormancy. Flowering is triggered by fire in the bush. 

My tubers originally came from Les at Nesbitt’s orchids. Les no longer has his 
nursery in SA, but tubers are sometimes available through the ANOS tuber bank 
(and our society is a member). I also have a smaller flowered form with green tips 
to the petals and this form comes from Gormandale in Victoria. 

Mix: well drained soil mix, inorganic mix. Repot while dormant in summer. 

Light and temperature: Part shade to about 50%. Lower light may prevent 
flowering. Grows cold. As long as it is protected from frost, survives -6 degrees C. 

Water: Start watering regularly as leaves emerge. Keep mix moist from Autumn 
to late spring while actively growing. Reduce watering as leaves yellow and 
tubers go dormant. Water very lightly in summer to maintain some moisture in 
the mix. Do not allow the mix to dry out completely or the tubers will desiccate. 

Initiate flowering: Use banana skins (ethylene gas) while tubers are dormant to stimulate flowering. 

Fertiliser: small amount of blood and bone in the potting mix when repotting, or regular watering with quarter 
strength low phosphate native fertiliser”. 

 
Novice Orchid of the Night 
Sarcochilus hartmannii and Dendrobium aphyllum 
Grown by Na Khanprasert 
 
  

 
“I have had this orchid 3 yrs and it is the 2nd time it 
has flowered. I bought through the club. 

I keep it on a lower shelf where it is shadier and keep 
it moist in summer and less in winter. I grow it in 
orchid potting mix”. 

 

 
“I bought this orchid at St Ives show 2 and a bit years 
ago. I grow it on a piece of burnt driftwood I got at the 
coast, which I soaked for about 2 months before I 
used it.  

I water this plant regularly in summer and rarely in 
winter”. 
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2025 Australian Orchid Council International Conference and Show 3-5 October 2025 

Once again, your society entered a display at the national conference. The theme was, “Mountains to the Sea”, 
and our display won third prize for the tabletop display category. We picked up a few class prizes too: 

 

Class Place Plant Owner 

Tabletop Display 3  Canberra 

Cymbidium hybrid <60mm 3 Cymbidium Pebble Beach Brian Dear 

Australian Dendrobium Hybrid <50mm, 
white 

2 Dendrobium Da Nang Brian Dear 

Bulbophyllum species 2 Bulbophyllum ambrosia Bill Ferris 

Oncidiinae hybrid other <35mm 2 Oncidium Star of Jersey David Judge 

Laeliinae Hybrid non-standard shape 
cluster 

3 Enanthleya Tiny Magic Mike Pieloor 

Cymbidium hybrid 60-90mm any other 
colour 

3 Cymbidium Rothesay ‘Butterfly’ Jane Wright 

 
Many thanks to the display team led by Sandra Corbett: Mark Fraser, Scott Mann, Robyn Noel, Jan Robinson, 
Andrea Robold, Krysia Szkiela, Roger Williams and Jane Wright.  

Thanks to our members that allowed us to take plants: Mark Clements, Brian Dear, Bill Ferris, Karen Groeneveld, 
David Judge, Mike Pieloor, Jan Robinson, Andrea Robold, and Jane Wright. Thanks to Robyn Noel for organising 
our Airbnb house. 

  

Practising the arrangement of plants the night prior The finished product at the show 
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Black Mountain Orchid Walk 
Derek Corrigan 

 
With the able assistance and help of Rob Gibbon, we successfully conducted 2 orchid walks at Black Mountain on 
Sunday 12th of October.  Despite a record cold winter and hot October, we found 15 different species in flower.  
The walks were well attended with a total 
of 20 participants who I believe were all 
rewarded by the opportunity.   

While the orchid density was less than 
those excellent flowering years, we saw 
many orchids and some lovely groups.   

Timing is always a challenge during the 
spring and yearly cycle of flowering for as 
one species finishes flowering another 
starts in an overlapping sequence of 
nature.   

By the time of the walk the early flowering 
blue flowers of Caladenia caerulea, seen 
the weekend earlier, had vanished and the 
pink flowers of Caladenia fuscata were 
fewer and harder to find.  We found the 
first of its seasonal replacement, the pink 
fingers of Caladenia carnea.   

We saw the last open flower of the many 
Bunochilus umbrinus now mostly setting 
seed.  With the Caladenia congesta still in 
bud and only days from the first to open 
however much we wished otherwise.  

We also observed leaves and rosettes from 
several autumn flowering favourites that 
remain after flowering, through winter and 
well into late spring, namely Eriochilus cucullatus and Speculantha rubescens.  

We saw 3 different species of the small white caps and often growing together mingle into perfect orchid glades, 
Caladenia cucullata, Caladenia moschata and Caladenia ustulata.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                  An early start as we find our first orchid. 

         Caladenia cucullata                  Caladenia moschata                            Caladenia ustulata. 

Caladenia fuscata,         Caladenia carnea,            Bunochilus umbrinus. 
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Possibly the favourites though were the 
spider orchid Caladenia atrovespa or my 
favourites, the 2 species of bearded 
orchids Calochilus montanus and 
Calochilus platychilus with their little 
“sham eyes” staring back at you as you 
stop to greet them and take their photo.  
Though the many Caladenia major were as 
always lovely, as was the Thelymitra 
carnea that briefly chose to open, as is the 
way of sun orchids and thence that 
common name.   

 

 

We should not also forget the many Diuris nigromontana and the fascinating Chiloglottis trapeziformis and 
Lyperanthus suaveolens who graced us by still retaining flowers for us to admire. 
 

 
The walk and return covered approximately 4 kilometres following the fire-trails from the Belconnen-way carpark 
up to Little Black Mountain and back. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This all proved an altogether successful and lovely day out during our 2 walks with our Sunday visit to our mountain 
a more relaxed and slower event than that of a different form experienced by those attending another mountain 
to watch or participate in a more hectic procession of fast cars racing each other in the rain, a little further to our 
north.  

 

     Caladenia atrovespa,           Calochilus montanus,           Calochilus platychilus. 

 Thelymitra carnea,       Diuris nigromontana,           Caladenia major,                 Pterostylis nutans 

Chiloglottis trapeziformis,                    Lyperanthus suaveolens.  


