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Society meetings

Meetings are held on the first Wednesday of each month (except
January) at the Ainslie Football Club, 52 Wakefield Ave, Ainslie,
at 7:00 pm for a 7:30 pm start. Visitors are welcome.

Next Meetings

Wednesday 3 September: - Preparations and
arrangements for show and conference. How to
display orchids.

Wednesday 1 October: “How did | grow that?” -
Members outline how they grew their prize-winning
plants at the show.

Wednesday 5 November: Jan Robinson on
“Thunias, from sticks to bliss - the ultimate ‘Do
nothing to it in winter’ orchid”.

Upcoming Events

September 20-21 — South & West Region Orchid
Show and Conference, hosted by the Orchid Society
of Canberra

October 1-5 - AOC International Conference and
Show, Woolgoolga, NSW

October 11 — Plant sales and potting workshop at
Krysia’s home- details to follow by email

TBA — a walk on Black Mountain to look at native
orchids, all being well. We send an email with
details.

www.canberraorchids.org

Email: info@canberraorchids.org

facebook.com/CanberraOrchidSociety

instagram.com/canberra_orchids
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Contributions to the Bulletin are welcome and should be
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From the President

Spring is coming — | can feel it! With orchid shows starting in earnest, our plants budding up and our big show on
the horizon, it’s an exciting time of year.

Your committee has been working to ensure we have the best show ever this year — lots of behind-the-scenes
preparation!

You will al receive an email shortly with the full rundown of the show — who does what when, and how to register
your plants. Of course, the show schedule and registration form are already on the website (thanks Bill).

Please note that this year we ask that you bring your show plants to the hall by noon on Friday 19 September so
that the display team has plenty of time to select the plants from the bench and mount the display. Bring your
normal staging materials (cover pots, stands etc).

From noon, the display team will select the most suitable plants to go into our display from the bench. The design
of this year’s display is not conducive to using small or hanging plants, so assume those will be benched. Some
plants will look better on the bench rather than in a display, so that is where they’ll stay.

If you need help letting your plants to the show between 9 and noon on Friday, please let us know and we’ll do
our best to get you some help. If you can’t get them in by noon, that’s ok — they just may not be able to go into
the display. But please, have them in by 4pm at the latest!

There are lots of shows over the next couple of months. Check the Orchid Society of New South Wales website
(www.orchidsocietynsw.com.ua) for listings.

Australian Orchid Hybrid of the Year

We are so proud of David Judge, whose plant, Paphiopedilum Johanna Burkhardt ‘Rajani’ FCC/AOC was selected
as Australian Orchid Hybrid of the Year 2024. A great achievement.
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South and West Region Orchid Show and Conference 20-21 September 2025

We will again join with the Horticultural Society’s Spring Bulb and Camellia Show and share the Fitzroy Pavilion at
EPIC and run a lecture program for conference delegates in the nearby Mallee Pavilion, where the show was last
year.

The theme for the displays is “Musicals” and the society’s display team has a plan for an outstanding display.
Should be fun to see what the other societies will do.

We hope that members will be able to attend the conference part of the weekend, so we’ll need to draft in as
many significant others, family and friends to help at the show, especially for security.

Volunteers

Our annual orchid show is always a success because of the wonderful volunteers who band together and work so
hard. Scott Mann has found an online form where members can nominate when and how they can contribute
their time to assist in running the show. It’s flexible so if you find later you can’t make a particular time it can be
updated at any time. So please enter what you think you can do to help. Scott will give a live demonstration on
the operation of the booking system at the September meeting and time slots we need to fill.

Plant Sales
This year members can sell outdoor and indoor plants as well as orchids. If you are selling plants, please:

=  Let our treasurer, Scott Mann, (treasurer@canberraorchids.org) know the number of plants and
ensure he has your banking details so that you can be paid promptly

=  Ensure plants are pest and disease free
=  Include your unique colour tag with your name and price in each pot
=  Don’tforget the society charges a 10% commission
Conference
The Conference features talks on a range of topics:
=  DNA studies and their importance for orchid taxonomy — Heidi Zimmer
=  Growing Australian terrestrial orchids — Mike Pieloor
=  Growing orchids in a modern Wardian case — Josh Philips and Scott Mann
=  The golden age of orchid hunting — Geoff Dyne
=  Resuscitate or euthanise? —Jan Robinson
= |dentify and prevent virus in your orchid collection — Mike Pieloor

Registration closes 5 September. Lunch will be provided to conference attendees on the Saturday. For further
details and special arrangements for attendees, see our website.

Who's in Charge

Any questions, please contact the following;

e Show overall Jane Wright e Potting Demo. Bill Ferris, Brian Dear
e Entry and Raffle Sandra Corbett e Créeche Jacqui Turner
e Plant Sales Scott Mann e Security Bailey Dunn
e Conference Registration Scott Mann e Roster Krysia Szkiela
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2025 Australian Orchid Council International Conference and Show 1-5 October 2025

The AOC Conferences and Shows occur every three years, with the
g ' ' last one in Logan, Queensland. This year the Woolgoolga District

OOIgOOIga DlSlll:‘l(Ct OrChld SOCIC Orchid Society will be hosting. They have an interesting lineup of 4

- international and 5 national speakers. They expect displays to be

mounted by clubs from all over Australia (including ours!). There

will be about 20 vendors of orchids and orchid-related products.

All-in-all, a very exciting event. See all the details at

Brisbane www.ao0c2025.org.au

30° - g OLCOOLSA e will be entering a fantastic display, so we’ll be asking
members to allow us to take some plants to put in the display.
2025 AOC We will be doing a table-top display, so we’ll be looking for

: ' medium-sized plants covered with flowers.
temanonal Conference & Sho

Sydney

Cultural tips for September-October

= Check your growing location daily to make sure your plants are getting appropriate moisture,
warmth and light.

=  Start to water more often to keep new roots growing and increase fertiliser application, especially
for cymbidiums. However, be careful of late cold snaps! Take care watering plants that are leaving
dormancy. Pleione, Catasetums and Stenoglottis can stop root growth if the media is too wet early
in the season.

=  Monitor for pests, including early aphids and munching pests, like spring grasshoppers or
caterpillars.

=  Keep your Australian terrestrials moist (but not sodden). Check closely for presence of slugs and
snails. Leaves and flower spikes can be eaten in one night! Also watch out for mealy bugs in
Pterostylis and Thelymitra |leaf sheaths. Consider raising your pots or using pest management.

Check out the Society’s book Growing Orchids in Cool Climate Australia for more cultural tips.

It’s been cold

It feels as though winter has been longer and colder and there have been
more casualties than usual. This speciosum was under a eucalyptus tree
and the shelter was not sufficient to protect it from the frost. A lesson for
next year.

Bill Ferris
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Minutes of the General Meeting Wednesday 2 July 2025
President Jane Wright opened meeting at 7:32 pm and welcomed everyone to meeting.
Present: 58, Apologies 6, Visitors 2.

Jane asked the members present if they had read the minutes from the last two meetings and asked for them to
be accepted. Jacqui Turner proposed, Bailey Dunn seconded, carried.

Jane introduced tonight’s speaker, our very own Dr. Mark Clements to talk about Bulbophyllums.

Presentation by Mark Clements - “Bulbophyllum”

Mark gave a short talk on bulbophyllums, covering the history, biology and scope of the genus. There are three
major lineages in this very large group of orchids, comprising some 2200 currently recognised species.

Illustrations and photos from each group showed the diversity within each lineage. The talk ended with a short
discussion and examples of the weird and wonderful within bulbophyllums, including examples of his favourite
species.

Jane thanked Mark for a very interesting talk.
Announcements:

Jane says that there are fliers for members to take to advertise the society show at the sign-in tables. Please take
some to pass around.

Scott Mann advised that he wanted members selling plants at the show to have unique colour/format for tags to
make things easier for processing. He asked people could to discuss with him.

Subs are overdue for some members—Jane asked people to please see Scott and organise. The password for the
members only area of the site will be changed at the end of the month.

While preparing for the popular vote results Jane briefly mentioned the ongoing issues in the AOC and the 2028
conference, and that we are still holding off on our bid for it due to the situation.

Jane and Bailey also discussed the show volunteering that is being planned (including an easy method for signing
up to lend a hand that is currently being tested by committee). Bailey noted that with the large number of new
members we have that it would be nice to see what skills people can bring to reduce the stress overall.

Presentation of popular vote by Bailey Dunn and Judge’s choice winners by Robyn Noel.

Jane thanked Mark again for his excellent presentation tonight and thanked all the helpers at the meeting
tonight.

Jane noted that at the next meeting Brian Dear would talk about pH in orchids.

Meeting closed at 9:15pm
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Popular Vote Results: July 2025

# Class Name Plant Owner
OPEN
1 Australian Epiphyte Dendrobium Stoney Point x Rutherford Starburst Brian Dear

Others Benched: Den. Saigon

3 Cymbidium

Cymbidium iridioides

Bob Forrester

Others Benched: Nil

4 Laeliinae

Prosthechea cochleata

Mike Pieloor

Others Benched: Rhyncattleanthe Dean’s Star, BC Hisinying; Procatavola Golden Peacock;
Brassocattleya Hawaii Stars ‘Hsinying’; Cattleya Bonanza Queen ‘Panamint’

5 Cypripedioidea

Paphiopedilum Paph. Lovely Lilly x Ernstor

Brian Shelvey

Others Benched: Paph. Maudiae type hybrid; Paph Macabre Inn ‘Green’ x Hsinying

Malone ‘Yeowie’; Paph insigne

7 Oncidiinae

Oncidium Tsiku Marguerite ‘Chian-Tzy Yearning’

Brian Shelvey

Others Benched: Leomesezia Lava Burst ‘Rianani’

8 Pleurothallidinae

Pleurothallis dilemma

Jane Wright

Others Benched: Restrepia sp 3; Restrepia antennifera; Pleurothallis truncata; Restrepiella
ophiocephala; Masdevallia Rein Gold x Midas Touch; Restrepia purpurea.

10 | Coelogyninae

Coelogyne fuliginosa

Ben Wallace

Others Benched: Nil

11 | Bulbophyllinae

Bulbophyllum costatum

Mark Clements

Others Benched: Bulbophyllum vagans; Bulb. proquingum; Bulb. wallichii

14 | Any Other Orchid

Preptanthe vestita

Mark Clements

Others Benched: Ancistrochilus rothchildianus

NOVICE

15 | Australian Native

Pterostylis baptistii

Krysia Szkiela

Others Benched: Nil

16 | Cymbidium Cymbidium Unknown YiYu
Others Benched: Nil
17 | Laeliinae Brassocattleya Sea Urchin Peter Lee

Others Benched: Nil

OPEN Orchid of the Night

Oncidium Tsiku Marguerite ‘Chian-Tzy Yearning’

Brian Shelvey

NOVICE Orchid of the Night

Cymbidium unknown

YiYu

Judges’ Choice - Species

Bulbophyllum costatum

Mark Clements

Judges’ Choice - Hybrid

Cattleya Bonanza Queen ‘Panamint’

Bob Rough

Judges’ Choice - Specimen

Oncidium Tsiku Marguerite ‘Chian-Tzy Yearning’

Brian Shelvey
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OPEN Orchid of the Night and Judges Choice -
Specimen

Oncidium Tsiku Marguerite ‘Chian-Tzy Yearning’

Brian Shelvey

“I received my Oncidium Tsiku Marguerite ‘Chian-Tzy
Yearning’ as a joining gift from the Shoalhaven Orchid
Society 5 years ago. It was a small plant with only a
few bulbs. In following years each bulb grew two
more and each bulb put out one or two flower spikes.
Unfortunately, last year it was affected by scale
which was fully treated. The leaves look a little
shabby, but it had no negative affects to it blooming
this year! It seems happy anywhere too. I've had it in
the bathroom next to a frosted north facing window and now in
the lounge under a light timed to 10 hrs a day. It is in bark media
and regularly watered. It's a plant you can't go wrong with”.

NOVICE Orchid of the Night
Cymbidium unknown
Yi Yu

“I bought it from Jamison Sunday
market in 2021 and repotted from
the normal garden soil to Orchiata
bark right after taking it home. Since
then it happily lives under a tree fern
in my backyard all year around. |
brought it to our 2023 Spring Show
when it first flowered and this was its
second blooming with four (doubled)
flower spikes.”
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Judges Choice - Species
Bulbophyllum costatum

Mark Clements

Bulbophyllum costatum is an epiphytic orchid that prefers shaded
environments with indirect light. It was first identified by Ames in
1920. It is found in the Philippines at elevations around 600 meters.
Small sized and warm growing. It is known for its free flowering
nature though-out the year, producing scented blooms. Prefers warm
nights above 15°C and high humidity.*

Judges Choice - Hybrid
Cattleya Bonanza Queen ‘Panamint’

Bob Rough

This hybrid was registered in 1974 by Fred
Stewart in California. This clone has
received an Award of Merit by the
American Orchid Society and OSCOV. It
just shows that oldies can still be goodies!

Bob said “This orchid was one of the first
orchids | grew and purchased it as a Small
mericlone.

| grow it in a heated greenhouse, but only
heat to 3°C in winter, which it tolerates. |
fertilizer it with a very weak fertilizer and
sparingly.

| repot it when it outgrows the pot, but back-cut it beforehand to encourage additional growths.

The potting mix is a mix of bark, fibre and perlite.”



September-October 2025

Minutes of the General Meeting Wednesday 6 August 2025
President Jane Wright opened meeting at 7:38 pm and welcomed everyone to meeting.
Present: 45, Apologies: 5, Visitors: 0.
Jane introduced tonight’s speaker, Brian Dear, who will educate us on the optimum pH for Orchids.
Presentation by Brian Dear - “Is pH important when growing orchids?”

Brian opened noting that it’s unsurprising that we’ve not had a talk on pH before as it’s a difficult subject to find
information on (in relation to orchids.)

“When growing orchids we try to emulate the environment they come from. Environmental conditions such as
temperature, rainfall and light are relatively easy to quantify, but pH is much harder. As a result, | have relied on
information provided by recognized commercial and awarded growers”. Brian noted that many members have
been to some of the locations some of the orchids he’ll discuss tonight are grown, so asked members to speak up
with information they may also have.

Brian said the main reason pH is important is that affects the activity of mycorrhizal fungi, root growth, soil
bacteria, microbial activity and importantly also affects nutrient availability to the plant.

Nutrient availability As orchids are adapted to

changes depending on pH -—ﬂogon their natural wild
of growing medium Phosphorus environment, use this as a
Potassium guide. Some grO\{v in heavily
[ — leached acid environments,

Sulfur but others grow on limestone

Calcium rocks in alkaline
Magnesium environments. A general rule-

I ———— = . .
fron e e ] of-thumb is the optimum pH

e e e I range is about 5.5 to 6.5 but
___ Manganess |
|

It can make essential
nutrients unavailable

[—:Di'—“‘" . with exceptions. Epiphytic
) I | species grow in heavily
cgwéizanéil_@}[ i leached de.corﬁpo.smg orgz.:m.lc
e —— matter which is slightly acidic.
_Molybdenum However, some species of
5 55 6 65 7 75 8 85 9 9  phragmipedium and
PH Paphiopedilum need a higher
pH as they come from the
Andes or limestone regions of Malaysia. This includes lithophytic and terrestrial species native to the Malaysian
Limestone Region (Malaya, Sumatra, Java, Sulawesi, and Borneo,) as well as orchids from the mountain base of
South America (Peru, Ecuador, etc.)

There is a pH sweet
spot where availability
is optimised

Species that prefer low pH (more acid conditions) include Cymbidium sauve. In contrast the native Cymbidium
canaliculatum has been found to have a more neutral to alkaline pH of 6.6 to 7.8 at the base of the plant.
Similarly, Cymbidium madidum has a pH around 6.5 around its roots.

Many paphiopedilums are found growing on limestone and prefer pH 6.4-7.0. Those belonging to the
Brachypedalum Group and some in the Parvisepalum Group are said to require additional dolomite lime.

Brian described the best way to measure pH of the growing medium in pots and how to raise or lower the pH
where necessary.

More detail on liming agents and the nutrient deficiencies likely to occur due to changes in pH are provided in the
PowerPoint presentation which is available on the Member Page of the society website. The PowerPoint also lists
references that discuss the pH requirements of various orchid species.
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Mike Pieloor shared a particular horror story regarding not growing a species that is usually known to favour
higher acidity in their natural environment. “They deflasked well, they grew very fast as it’s a species known to do
so, and they were doing fine until | researched them further and found they preferred acidic environments |
decided to change the medium. Every plant died!” Jane and Brian noted that as a good example of not changing
things suddenly if a plant is healthy and growing well.

Jane thanked Brian for the talk, and Brian thanked members for their questions and contributions/stories at the
end.

Announcements:

Jane advised there were flyers at the entry with Yvonne and Jacquie for the upcoming show and asked members
to please take some to advertise the show.

Jane advertised the sales table and encouraged members to take a look, also to visit Scott and pay their
memberships if they are overdue.

Jane asked if you need a new badge please talk to Scott as he can place an order before the show.

Jane noted that the HSOC are not going to have plant stall of their own at our upcoming show. Therefore, our
society members can sell more than orchids. We have a limited amount of space so please talk to Scott about
how much space you might need. Orchids will have priority.

Scott explained that we would be using the app called Signup, to co-ordinate volunteers. Further information will
be included in the Bulletin and will be discussed even further at the next meeting.

Jane presented the award for Australian hybrid Orchid of the Year to David Judge for his plant of Paphiiopedilum
Johanna Burkhardt ‘Rajani’ that was Champion at our last spring show and was awarded a First-Class Certificate.

Presentation of popular vote by Mike Pieloor and Judge’s choice by Robyn Noel.

Krysia asked winners of the orchid of the night/novice orchid of the night, alongside category winners, to please
email her a description regarding the history of their winning plants (such as growing conditions, or how it was
obtained) to be used in the Bulletin.

Jane thanked Brian again for his presentation, noting it was a lot of work to pull together and that we very much
appreciated it. She also thanked all other helpers tonight for their contributions. Next meeting will be about show
preparation, including sign-ups on the volunteer app, how to label your plants, and more. It will be a mixed bag of
topics.

Meeting closed at 9:27pm

10
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Popular Vote Results: 6 August 2025

# Class Name Plant Owner
OPEN

1 | Australian Epiphyte Dendrobium Balnarring ‘2 Brian Dear
Others Benched: Den. Hilda Poxon ‘Martina Mauve’; Diplodium concinnum

2 | Australian Terrestrial Pterostylis nutans Ciaran Ernst-Russell
Others Benched: Nil

3 | Cymbidium Cymbidium hybrid unknown Nick Westerink
Others Benched: Cym. Yellow River ‘Fleurijn’; Cym. Kiwi Midnight ‘Geyserland’

4 | Laeliinae Cattleya loddigesii Mark Clements
Others Benched: Rhyncattleanthe Young-Min Orange ‘Golden Satisfaction’; Cattleya
lueddemanniana; Isabelia pulchella

5 | Cypripedioidea Paphiopedilum Angela; Mike Pieloor
Paph. gratrixianum ‘Geyserland’ David Judge
Paph venustum fm. alba Mike Pieloor
Others Benched: Paph. Maudiae-style hybrid; Paph. Little Trouble; Paph. insigne

6 | Monopodial Vandeae | Schoenorchis juncifolia Karen Groeneveld
Others Benched: Gastrochilus calceolaris, Phal. venosa ‘Red’; Vanda Alan Ashe
Patterson, Phal. parishii, Microsaccus griffithii, Jumellea sagittata

7 | Oncidiinae Odontocidium Sunlight ‘Pesky Partner’ Mike Pieloor
Others Benched: Miltoniopsis phalaenopsis; Leomesezia Lava Burst ‘Puanami’

8 | Pleurothallidinae Masdevallia Rein Stripes ‘Vivid Stripes’ Jane Wright
Others Benched: Restrepia muscifera ‘Neville’; Masd. Mary Staal ‘Golden Gate’; Masd.
Southern Sun; Masd. Hot Tom x macrura; Masd. tovarensis

9 | Exotic Dendrobiinae Sayeria alexandrae Karen Groeneveld
Others Benched: Den. Yukidaruma ‘King’; Den. sanderae

10 | Coelogyninae Coelogyne Unchained Melody J & CTurner
Others Benched: Nil

11 | Bulbophyllinae Bulbophyllum ambrosia Karen Groeneveld
Others Benched: Nil

12 | Maxillariinae Maxillaria picta Ben Wallace
Others Benched: Maxillaria picta; Maxillaria sophronitis

13 | Exotic terrestrial Ludisia discolor Jane Wright
Others Benched: Nil

14 | Any Other Orchid Zygoneria Happy Bay x Bali Mist Andrea Robold
Others Benched: Ancistrochilus rothchildianum

11
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NOVICE

15 | Australian Native Den. Specio-kingianum Anna Willard
Others Benched: Nil

16 | Cymbidium Cymbidium hybrid unknown YiYu
Others Benched: Nil

18 Monopodial Vandeae Phalaenopsis hybrid unknown Anna Willard

Others Benched: Nil

19 | Any Other Orchid

Oncidium Twinkle

Brendon McGarry

Others Benched: Nil

OPEN Orchid of the Night

Cattleya loddigesii

Mark Clements

NOVICE Orchid of the Night

Oncidium Twinkle

Brendan McGarry

Judges’ Choice - Species

Ludisia discolor

Jane Wright

Judges’ Choice - Hybrid

Oncidium Twinkle

Brendan McGarry

Judges’ Choice - Specimen

Maxillaria picta

Ben Wallace

OPEN Orchid of the Night
Cattleya loddigesii

Mark Clements

Cattleya loddigesii is found from Bahia Brazil
south to Argentina and Paraguay in both sun
and shade as a medium sized, cool to warm
growing bifoliate epiphyte or lithophyte. It has
waxy, fragrant milk chocolate scented, long-
lived, colour variable flowers.*

NOVICE Orchid of the Night and Judges Choice -Hybrid
Oncidium Twinkle
Brendan McGarry

Oncidium Twinkle is a miniature primary hybrid Oncidium
that was originated in 1958. It produces masses of small
creamy-white long-lasting flowers with a vanilla scent.*

“I purchased this a few years ago as a seedling from
Collectors Corner in Melbourne and it’s been wonderful to
grow. I've found it very hardy, requiring no special care in
Canberra’s climate. | have it potted in a mix pine bark with
some sphagnum to tide it over when | forget to water. |
water when dry and fertilise every other week. It flowers
fairly young, so given how easy it is to care for, | think it
would make an excellent addition to any collection.”

12
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Judges’ Choice - Species

Luidisia discolor

A
Jane Wright ﬁl /
“I purchased this plant from Woolf OrchidCulture in June 2022. It has an \ '.‘, ,
almost solid black leaf, which is quite striking and different from the -
standard form. | grow it in my shadier hot greenhouse (minimum 16°C in A ’
winter), although | suspect it would handle a lower temperature.”

Judges Choice-Specimen
Maxillaria picta
Ben Wallace

“| obtained the plant from the Society as a
prize/gift at a Xmas party, perhaps two and a half
years ago. | potted it on into a 120 mm squat pot
with a raised, central dome in the base. The
medium | used was 75 percent pine bark of mixed
9-12 mm and 13-18 mm grades. The rest was of
charcoal, coconut fibre and clayball mix. The plant
was suspended by a 'skyhook' in a bright, well-
ventilated position. | gave it a sprinkle of general-
purpose slow release fertiliser. Watering was by
frequent misting wand, depending on weather; an
automatic mister came on for one minute three
times a day. The greenhouse was heated by a fan heater controlled by a thermostat set to 8 deg. C. An oscillating
standard room fan runs constantly.”

This orchid is native to Brazil and Argentina. They usually grow on trees in mountainous regions at 200 to 600m
altitude that are characterized by temperate to cold temperatures. It was first described in 1832 by William
Hocker. The name ‘picta’ comes from the spots on the leaves and petals.*

* Note: Information about the orchid inserted by the editor.
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