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Next Meetings 
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family. 
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on the optimum pH of the growing medium for 
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and change the pH. 
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June 28-29 – Mingara Orchid Fair, Tumbi Umbi, 
NSW (lots of orchid vendors) 
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From the President  

Our AGM has come and gone – how time flies. We thank Ciaran Ernst-Russell for his time on committee and 
Krysia Szkiela for acting as secretary and welcome Claire Turner as our new Secretary. It is a good committee and 
we’ll be working hard in the coming months to prepare for hosting the South and West Region Show and 
Conference. There are some jobs that need doing ahead of the show - see the call for volunteers later in the 
Bulletin. 

At this time of year, we’re all worried about the temperature. Over the years I have spent serious money to buy 
temperature and humidity recorders that would store info so that I could access the info remotely. At the recent 
orchid workshop at the coast, I found out from Stephen Stebbing (Orchids on Newbold) about some very cost-
effective devices. I have bought some and so far, so good. See my article on them later in the Bulletin. 

Assistance needed for our show 

Embrace your inner child – use scissors and glue!  

We need someone to prepare the first and second place ribbons for the show. The job entails 
sourcing the ribbons and sticks, printing the class labels and assembling.  If this is something you 
can do, please talk to Jane Wright. 

 
 

Go dark – sew pot shrouds! 

We need someone to sew up a pile of black bags to cover the orchid pots for our display at the show. If this is 
something you can do, please talk to Jane Wright. 

Be a bag (and box) lady (or gent) 

We’ll need lots of boxes for packing people’s plant purchases. Remember to remove the top flaps. Supermarket 
paper bags with handles are really useful too. 

If cooking is your thing – feed the judges and conference attendees 

We need to do some catering at the show: 

1. We’ll need to feed dinner to about 20 judges and officials on Friday afternoon before the judging starts. 

2. We need to provide tea/coffee and biscuits/slices for the conference attendees in the Mallee Pavilion on 

Saturday and Sunday 

3.  Some sandwiches and slices, tea and coffee for the people from other societies setting up their displays 

on Friday would be much appreciated. 

If you can help with any of the above, please talk to Jane Wright 

Roadside signs 

Roadside signs are an important way we advertise our show. We need volunteers to put out roadside signs on the 
Monday before our show and to retrieve them immediately after the show. We need volunteers for the following 
areas in Canberra: North Canberra, Belconnen, Woden, and Tuggeranong. Please speak to Bill Ferris if you can 
help. 
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Free to a good home 

The Society has a cupboard and several 
tables to rehome, that are left over from 
our time at the church in Turner. The 
cupboard measures 2140mm high x 
1050mm wide and 620mm deep. The 6 
tables are standard size plastic trestles with 
legs that fold up. Contact Jane Wright if 
you are interested. 
 

  
Govee Thermo-Hygrometers 

If you want to keep track of the temperature in your growing area, especially on these cold nights, a thermo-
hygrometer may be what you need. I found out about these from Stephen Stebbing of Orchids on Newbold – 
apparently, he has a heap of them all around his nursery. You link them to an app on your phone by Bluetooth or 
Wi-Fi depending on the model. There are different models. Two link via Bluetooth; one with a face that displays 
the current info and the other a little plain unit that you can hang up (about $20 each). You can only access the 
info when your phone is within Bluetooth range of the device. For just a little more money (about $30), I also got 
some that connect via WiFi, so no matter where I am, if I have internet, I can access the info – great for when I’m 
travelling. I bought them off eBay Australia. I get the feeling that H5074 is a discontinued line as it’s not on the 
Govee website (https://us.govee.com/ ). 

   

Model H5075 (Bluetooth) Model H5074 (Bluetooth) Model H5179 (WiFi) 
 

Australian Orchid Foundation Essay Prize 

The AOF Essay Prize to encourage Australian orchid growers to share their initiatives and practices in the 
cultivation and conservation of orchids. It is an annual writing competition, established with a generous 
endowment by the Slade Family who have been actively involved with the AOF since its inception. 

There will be three prizes – 1st Prize $350.00; 2nd Prize $250.00; 3rd Prize $150.00 

ESSAY TOPIC FOR 2025: What sparked your interest in orchids? 

Were you given a gift of an orchid, did you by chance go to an orchid show, did you go for a walk in the bush one 
day and notice some fascinating, intricate flowers? 

 The deadline for receipt of all entries is 31 July 2025 

See https://australianorchidfoundation.org.au/aof-essay-prize/ for details 

Jane Wright 

https://australianorchidfoundation.org.au/aof-essay-prize/
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South and West Region Orchid Show and Conference 20-21 September 2025 

We will again join with the Horticultural Society’s Spring Bulb and Camellia Show and share the Fitzroy Pavilion at 
EPIC and run a lecture program for conference delegates in the nearby Mallee Pavilion, where the show was last 
year. 

The theme for the displays is “Musicals” and the society’s display team is busy thinking about how to turn a crazy 
concept into reality (and of course, show the orchids to their best advantage). Should be fun to see what the 
other societies will do. 

We hope that members will be able to attend the conference part of the weekend, so we’ll need to draft in as 
many significant others, family and friends to help at the show, especially for security. 

 
2025 Australian Orchid Council International Conference and Show 3-5 October 2025 

 

The AOC Conferences and Shows occur every three years, with the last one in 
Logan, Queensland. This year the Woolgoolga District Orchid Society will be 
hosting. They have an interesting lineup of 4 international and 5 national 
speakers. They expect displays to be mounted by clubs from all over Australia 
(including ours!). There will be about 20 vendors of orchids and orchid-related 
products. All-in-all, a very exciting event. 

Early bird registration for the conference and show is only $220 before 1 July 
2025. 

See all the details at www.aoc2025.org.au 

If you are interested, please contact Jane Wright at info@canberraorchids.org. 

We are looking for expressions of interest from members who might like to attend and share accommodation. 
We have booked a large house with multiple bedrooms so we can stay together. We are planning to do a display 
so we’ll need helpers to drive up with plants on the Monday so we can set up the display on Wednesday in 
preparation for judging on Thursday (which will take all day!). 

If you are interested, please contact Jane Wright at info@canberraorchids.org. 

 

Cultural tips for July-August 

Check your growing location daily to make sure your plants are getting appropriate moisture, warmth and light. 

Continue to be sparing with water for plants that prefer a drier rest over winter. This includes soft cane 
dendrobiums, Catasetums and tropical deciduous species. While dormant, keep them dry until after new growth 
begins. 

Many cymbidiums and native dendrobiums will be producing flower buds. Ensure spikes have room. Start staking 
early to get the best display. Rotating the pot every few weeks will also help get a more balanced and upright 
spread of spikes. Also see that emerging spikes clear the edge of the pot. Keep an eye out for slugs and snails, 
which love to munch on buds! 

Monitor for pests, including scale and mites for plants grown in greenhouses or indoors. They thrive in the drier 
warm environment. 

Most Australian terrestrials should now have leaves. If leaves aren’t showing, don’t throw the pot out as the tuber 
can still make a replacement for next year. You should aim to keep them moist (but not sodden) until spring. 

Check out our book Growing Orchids in Cool Climate Australia for more cultural tips, including instructions for 
staking spikes. 

 

http://www.aoc2025.org.au/
mailto:info@canberraorchids.org
mailto:info@canberraorchids.org
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August meeting presentation  

The upcoming presentation at the August meeting will be discussing “Is pH important when growing orchids?” 
There are over 26,000 species of orchids, do they all grow well at the same pH? The talk will discuss what is 
known about the optimum pH for different orchid species, how to measure the pH of your growing medium, what 
happens when pH is suboptimal and how you can raise or lower the pH to meet the needs of different orchid 
species. Club members will also be invited to provide their insights on this occasionally contentious subject. 

 

Minutes of the General Meeting Wednesday – 7 May 2025 

 

President Jane Wright opened the meeting at 7:35pm and welcomed everyone to the meeting.  

Present: 57, Apologies 12, Visitors 4 

She introduced Geoff Dyne and his presentation, “Revisiting my Seven Deadly Sins in Orchid Cultivation”.  

Geoff notes “This isn’t a topic that will enthuse people, but we’ve all done it […] I want to share the sad bits 
leavened by some botanical history—no lamentations about how to avoid killing orchids.” 

Sin 1: Ignorance 

Cepobaculum johannis: This orchid was named after John Gould Veitch - “he was one of the first collectors to 
bring back materials from Japan.” Geoff said he got it bare rooted from Coles when he was a schoolboy in 
Brisbane and stuck it on a lemon tree where it ‘pined’ for its ideal conditions instead of thrived due to “ignorance 
to the habitat requirements of tropical orchids […] In subsequent years it got smaller and stopped producing new 
bulbs until it died.” 

Sin 2: Neglect 

Cattleya Bethune ‘Mendenhall’: Geoff notes that some of these older cattleya are better than the modern 
cultivars. “I acquired a piece of this and I was delighted as it was so hard to get these out of the US in the late 80s. 
I saw the name and I immediately needed to have a piece.” Geoff showed a slide with Diaspis boisduvalii 
(Boisduval scale), named for Jean Baptiste Alphonse Déchaffour de Boisduval, who studied its lifecycle in detail, 
and which is a known issue for orchids of this kind (along with palms) are separate male and female body forms, 
the males white and fluffy and the females, which do all the damage, little convex domes. The young scale insects 
mostly crawl from leaf to leaf, and plant to plant — this is why you should avoid crowding where you can.” In the 
case of this precious plant, the scale was down on the eyes of the cattleya instead of the leaves—destroying their 
viability, which cuts off any chance for the plant to continue to grow. “If you lose the eyes that plant is kaput.”  

Sin 3: Relocating 

Vanda sanderiana: “1882 was the year that Vanda sanderiana was found in the southern Philippines. To gather 
(these) orchids they sent Carl Roebelin to investigate due to the hostile conditions. It was noted to be one of the 
most remarkable finds in orchid history—he was looking for a phalaenopsis but found this in the process”. Geoff 
notes that he acquired one in Darwin, where “Vandas grow like weeds” with no potting material. He brought it 
back to Canberra… what a shock! It went into a steep decline and died.  

Sin 4: Over-watering 

Catasetum pileatum: “Catasetums need rest/dormant periods that must be respected. They can go 5-6 months 
without water, lose their leaves and become hideous, but come the rainy season they put on new growth and will 
flower very well.” Geoff says you shouldn’t even water them until the new growth appears. He moved his 
catasetums into an area where other plants were being watered, which made them get rot and die. “It’s unlike 
plants that live in cloud forests — these are in the hot/humid lowlands of Mexico and central America so they’re 
particular about how you treat them.” 

Sin 5: Under-watering 

Sievekingia fimbriata: “Not the only one I’ve killed to under watering, but this is an exemplar case.” There are 
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around 14-15 species, native to the tropical Americas and related to Stanhopeas; grown very similarly with a 
basket. Geoff notes “it flowered once, but then I placed the basket about the level the automatic waterer can 
reach […] I went away, came back in a fortnight, and it was stone dead after not getting a lick of water.”  

Sin 6: Poor Timing 

Maxillaria longissima: “I had a clone for a long time that won in the show in 2011 and got an HCC!” Geoff notes it 
was an example of potting it at both the wrong time and in the wrong medium. He moved it from its bark medium 
to sphagnum. It was cooling down and no new roots were being produced. It got a rot as a result, and he lost the 
plant. “The moral of this sad tale is stick with a good thing! Don’t keep changing horses. When you know you’ve 
got an existing method that works well, don’t go changing it.”  

Sin 7: Incompetence 

Mendoncella (Galeottia) grandiflora: related to zygopetalums. Geoff had two. He had one that died—his only 
flowering one—and went to WA to get another but couldn’t get the plant to grow well at all no matter what he 
tried. “Losing two was a testament to the incompetence of my techniques. Don’t overestimate your ability.” Geoff 
notes he’d grown orchids for 20 years at the point of this failure—and that everyone can learn no matter how 
much experience they have. 

Geoff capped off the presentation noting,  “we’ve passed through 7 stages of loss/methods—but I wanted to also 
include Impossible Orchids.” 

• Dendrophylax lindenii—the ghost orchid. Leafless, epiphyte, lives in the everglades but it has been poached; 
only around 1,500 in the wild now. People have tried to grow this and it will not take to cultivation due to a 
fungus that has not been able to be emulated in cultivar conditions. It also does not grow from seed.  

• Paphinia cristata. They grow on an often-leafless bulb. Can be grown in cultivar but incredibly hard to meet its 
needs/conditions. Many struggle to keep them alive or to grow larger. Something to be desired but possibly 
not owned. 

• Neomoorea wallisii. ‘Only for the brave if you can get one.’ Notoriously hard requirements to meet in 
cultivation even for very experienced growers. It can grow very tall, almost like a swamp orchid. Many who 
can get it to grow often cannot get it to flower. 

Jane followed up “when you consider what a good grower Geoff is it makes the rest of us feel a little better if 
something dies!” 

Geoff finished with a slide ‘In Memoriam’ with 16 tags of orchids that have gone to God. Several of them were old 
from nurseries and growers that aren’t around/in business anymore. Jane notes “with newer nurseries coming up 
we need to support them where we can.” 

Jane thanks Geoff for the most interesting talk. 

Announcements: 

Jane notes the September Show flyers are now available for people to distribute to increase our turnout and 
promote the show.  

Mike stressed the importance of correct Orchid of the Night voting and to please adhere to the number-point-
number (e.g. 10.2) voting to make it easier to tally. 

Jacquie notes to please print names for sign-in, makes it easier for the team to read as well as to organise the 
giveaways. Very high turn out tonight of over 60 members and visitors! 

Memberships are due! 1/2 memberships accounted for. Members to speak to Scott to organise and pay.  

Jane has certificates for David Judge from a recent show. David’s ‘Joanna Burkhardt’ orchid was named Australian 
Orchid of the Year. 

Robyn presented the Judge’s Choices the night and Mike presented the popular vote results. 

Jane thanked Geoff again for his presentation and confirmed that Geoff is going to present at the orchid 
conference on the “Golden Age of Orchid Hunting.” She thanked the members who helped with the meeting.  
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She reminded members that the next meeting will include the AGM, a talk from Krysia on the orchids she saw 
traveling to Poland and one from Mike Pieloor on orchid pollination. 

The meeting was closed at 9:13pm. 

Popular Vote Results:   May 2025 

# Class Name Plant Owner 
OPEN 

1 Australian Epiphyte Dendrobium  Mekong Diana Herrald 
Others Benched:   Den. Australian Botanic Sparkler 

2 Australian Terrestrial Pterostylis repanda Mike Pieloor 
Others Benched:   Diplodium collinum 

3 Cymbidium Cymbidium hyrid unknown Megan and Josh Philips 
Others Benched: nil 

4 Laeliinae Laelia anceps Mike Pieloor 
 Others Benched: Cattleya Bonanza Queen ‘Panamint’ 

5 Cypripedioidea Paphiopedilum spiceranium Brian Shelvey 
Others Benched: Paph. chamerlainianum; Paph. coccineum; Paph gratrixianum 
‘Geyserland’ x self; Paph. gratrixianum x2; Paph. henryanum; Paph. spicerianum; Paph. 
Nathaniel’s Spectra; Paph. Little Trouble, Paph. Macabre x Hsinying Malone; 
Phragmipedium longifolium var.roezlii 

7 Oncidiinae   Bratonia Charles M. Fitch David Judge 
Others Benched:  Arthurara Sea Snake ‘Unforgettable’; Oncidium Aka Baby ’Raspberry 
Chocolate’; Psychopsis Mendenhall ‘Hildos’; Oncidium noezliana; Onc. Sharry Baby 
‘Sweet Fragance’ 

8 Pleurothallidinae Pleurothallis tuerckheimii Geoff Dyne 
Others Benched: Pleurothallis prolifera 

9 Exotic Dendrobiinae Sayeria alexandrae Jane Wright 
Others Benched: Den. stenopterum; Den. regium; Epigeneium triflorum; Den. hybrid 
unknown 

10 Coelogyninae Dendrochilum sp. Geoff Dyne 
Others Benched: nil 

11 Bulbophyllinae Bulbophylum digolense Jane Wright 
Others Benched: Bulb. lindleyanum 

13 Exotic terrestrials Stenoglottis Venus Brian Shelvey 
Others Benched: Stenoglottis longifolia  

NOVICE 

18 Monopdial Vandeae Phalaenopsis violacea Brendan McGarry 
Others Benched: nil 

 

OPEN Orchid of the Night Laelia anceps Mike Pieloor 

NOVICE Orchid of the Night Phalaenopsis violacea Brendan McGarry 

Judges’ Choice - Species Paphiopedilum spiceranium Brian Shelvey 

Judges’ Choice - Hybrid Paphiopedilum Nathaniel’s Spectra Mike Pieloor 

Judges’ Choice - Specimen Laelia anceps Mike Pieloor 

• Note: the Phalaenopsis violacea now listed in Novice, had been incorrectly benched in open. As the only 

novice plant, it automatically becomes Novice Orchid of the Night. 
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OPEN Orchid of the Night and Judges’ Choice Specimen 

Laelia anceps 

Grown by Mike Pieloor 

This is likely L anceps var. compacta because of the reduced 
spike height and tightly placed bulb. I’ve grown this plant for 
about 4 years. It multiplies well and doesn’t climb upward 
like other varieties of this species. 

Mix: open bark and scoria mix suitable for Cattleya. 

Light and temperature: This is grown in my shadehouse, so 
gets down to -6 degrees C, but  it is protected from frost. It 
sits next to my Australian dendrobiums and gets bright light 
all year (~50% shade). 

Water: Regular watering while in active growth. Less water 
once the pseudobulbs have matured and in the colder winter 
months. 

Fertiliser: Regular fertiliser in the warmer months while in active growth. I use a sprinkle of blood and bone and 
diluted liquid fertiliser. I also sometimes throw a handful of pelletized chicken manure on top of the mix. 

 

 

NOVICE Orchid of the Night 

Phalaenopsis violacea 

Grown by Brendan McGarry 

Phalaenopsis violacea is an evergreen, epiphytic orchid 
boasting highly fragrant, waxy, star-shaped flowers, up to 3cm 
across. This species is native to Sumatra, where it grows 
epiphytically on trees in shaded, moist areas of lowland 
tropical forests. Begins blooming in the spring and continues to 
produce successive flowers through to the fall season, with 2 
to 3 flowers open at any one time per spike. (cited from the 
Web) 
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Judges Choice - Species 

Paphiopedilum spiceranium 

Grown by Brian Shelvey 

I’ve had my Paphiopedilum spiceranium for a couple of 
years. I can't recall exactly when i got it only that it 
came from Jane, I think as a division.  I keep it in my 
sunroom both in summer and winter where it drops 
down to 3 or 4 degrees and gets plenty of light. It's in a 
combination of bark, perlite and some sphagnum 
moss. I don’t let it dry out. It has flowered each year 
but this year it’s produced more flowers than ever 
having lost one flower to mould/fungal growth 5 more 
grew strong all facing one way towards the north 
unlike my insigne which are in a rosette arrangement. 

 

 

Judges Choice - Hybrid 

Paphiopedilum Nathaniel’s Spectra 

Grown by Mike Pieloor 

I’ve grown this plant for about 3 years. I purchased it from an eBay 
seller as a tiny seedling. This is its first flower. The P. thaianum in 
the breeding has brought down both the flower and plant size. It is 
the smallest Paphiopedilum flower I have ever seen. 

Mix: For this group of Paphs (Brachypetalum), I use an akadama-
based mix. This is an inorganic clay from Japan. It could also be 
grown in bark mixes.  

Light and temperature: It is positioned at the shady end of my 
greenhouse, so gets low light. The species in the background all 
come from tropical, monsoonal climates, so  it stays above 10 
degrees C. I struggle with this group as they really prefer warmer 
winter temperatures. 

Water: Regular watering throughout the year. I allow the mix to 
dry slightly in the cooler months. In the warmer months it is 
watered more heavily. 

Fertiliser: Weak fertiliser at almost every watering throughout the year. 

 

 

New Members 

The society warmly welcomes Martin and Evelyn Berry, Julia Widdup and Michael Harvey as new members 
to the society. 
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Minutes of the Annual General Meeting Wednesday 4 June 2025 
 
Present 54, Apologies 9, Visitor: 1 

President Jane Wright opened the meeting at 7:34 pm and sought acceptance of the 2024 AGM Minutes, 
published in Bulletin Vol 39, No 4.  Krysia Szkiela moved acceptance, Mike Pieloor seconded; and minutes were 
accepted.  

The President’s Report 

“The Society had another good year with the normal 10 meetings, the Christmas Party, a terrestrial potting 
workshop (hosted by Karen Groeneveld) and a Spring Show, held for the first time in conjunction with the 
Horticultural Society’s Spring Bulb and Camellia Show. 

Our average meeting attendance was over 50, up from last year. We welcomed 28 new members (!) and our 
membership now stands at 140, up 25 from last year. Over 40 more than two years ago! I’m not sure what we’re 
doing right, but we need to keep at it. 

We’ve had a diverse range of talks at our meetings by South Pacific Hydroponics, Jan Robinson, Mark Clements, 
Ned Johnstone, Ciaran Ernst-Russell, Josh Philips, Scott Mann, Derek Corrigan, David Brooks, David Judge, Bill 
Ferris and Mike Pieloor. It’s a lot of work to prepare a good presentation and we certainly appreciated your 
efforts. 

The Show was a big effort this year, in part because of the new partnership with the Horticultural Society, but 
because the venue was changed on us at the last minute. Nevertheless, we all pitched in and pulled it off. Our 
members provided a great range of plants for the sales table. As usual, the vendors: Sims Orchids, Johnston’s 
Orchids, Orchid Species Plus and South Pacific Hydroponics, brought a great range of plants and products for sale. 
The support of various sponsors in providing vouchers was also much appreciated. Our Show in September will 
once again be a big effort because we are hosting the South and West Regional Show and Conference. This year’s 
committee has put in the work to prepare for the show. Now we just need people to come and for our members 
to step up again to make it a success. 

Now for the thank-you’s: 

First to the Committee members who have done a great job and particularly to Bill Ferris who continues to be the 
rock of the society as Vice-President, handling the website, correspondence coming to the info email address, 
preparing the show registration spreadsheets and more, much more. To Scott Mann for being our treasurer, and 
Krysia for being secretary and librarian. To Brian Dear for preparing the Bulletin, and Jacqui Turner and Ciaran 
Ernest-Russell for their input to running the society in their roles as committee members. 

Many others have stepped up in significant ways to run our meetings 

- Yvonne Day and Audrey Rough on the door 

- Jacquie Bannerman, for setting up the room before meetings and is our new member co-ordinator who 
makes everyone welcome at the meetings 

- Mike Pieloor, Robyn Noel, Krysia, Jacqui and Claire Turner for the popular vote and judge’s choice 
- Megan and Josh Philips for managing the AV at meetings 

Our show benefited enormously from the efforts of many members, particularly: 

- Bailey Dunn for advice on hall layouts, managing security and designing and organising new banners 

- Bill for collating the judging results and printing certificates 

- Sandra Corbett for managing the entry and raffle 

- Krysia for managing the volunteer roster and being the sponsor co-ordinator 

- Peter Coyne for advertising 

- Scott for overseeing the society sales table 
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- Yvonne Day and Elisa Pavlic for providing the dinner for the judges 

- Jacqui and Claire for managing the creche 

- Mark Fraser for being show marshal and photographing the show and plants for awards 

- Brian Dear and Bill for road signage and potting demos 

- Robyn for trophy engraving 

All the rest of the members for help in setting up tables, volunteering over the weekend and clearing up 
afterward. 60 members took part in the show in some capacity or another – an excellent effort. 

It has been a pleasure and honour to be your president for the last year. 

I commend this report to members.” 

Nick Westerink noted the fine job Jane had done as President. 

Geoff Dyne moved that the President’s Report be accepted; Seconded by Peter Coyne. Approved 
 
Treasurer’s Report 

Treasurer Scott Mann presented reports from the auditor showing all balances and/or debts and explained some 
specific items. Scott indicated that we should have had no accounts receivable as he forgot to clear the invoices. 
Book sales were up over last year, with only 272 books in remaining inventory. The show didn’t run the profit we 
have come to expect but there were a lot of new expenses to set us up for running the show in the new format 
with the Horticultural Society. Our financial position is effectively the same as this time last year. 

Bailey Dunn moved that the Treasurer’s Report be accepted. Seconded by Jacqui Turner. Accepted by the 
meeting. 

Election of Office Bearers for 2025-26 

Peter Coyne, our Public Officer, acted as returning officer and noted that there being exactly the number of 
nominations for the positions, no election was required. He announced the elected members as: 

President:   Elizabeth Jane Wright 

Vice-President:  William Ferris 

Secretary:   Claire Turner 

Treasurer:   Scott Mann 

Committee:   Brian Dear, Krysia Szkiela, Jacqui Turner 

For the benefit of new members, Jane noted that our constitution states that a person may only hold a particular 
executive position for 3 years in a row. This is to ensure that there is renewal in the committee and that no-one 
will be “stuck” in a position for too long. Scott and Jane both noted that the fact we have so many members who 
put their hand up makes a large difference in the success our society has compared to others.  

The AGM concluded at 7:54 pm. 
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Minutes of the General Meeting Wednesday 4 June 2025 
 
Present 54, Apologies 9, Visitor: 1 

President Jane Wright opened the meeting at 7:55 pm. 

Jane discussed the change in the elected committee and announced that Ciaran is stepping down from the 
committee due to his vast number of other commitments, and Claire Turner coming into the role of secretary. 

Presentation by Krysia Szkiela - “On the Road to Poland” Orchids seen in Singapore 

This was a visual showcase of Orchids Seen in Singapore. Krysia asked 
‘who has been to Singapore to see the orchids’ and saw many hands 
go up. “Well, I hope I don’t bore any of you!” 

Krysia indicated Accommodation was organised near the Botanic 
Gardens and near bus route, all travel was by bus. She showed a map 
of Singapore Botanic Gardens (SBG). Krysia showed a photo of some 
of the garden warnings about the wildlife and what to do when you 
encounter them. She also gave a more detailed look of the location 
map for the Botanical Garden with all the featured gardens within, 
including the coveted Orchid Garden. The Orchid Garden is an open 
area with some large arches covered in orchids. She showed many 
images both within the Orchid Garden and from within the “cool 
house”. There were many interesting orchids plus a “Rock Orchid” (a 
literal sculpture.) 

She then travelled by bus to Gardens by the Bay. There one finds two 
large domes. One is called the Flower Dome, (cacti, succulents, 
hydrangea, and a theatre—they had a Monet show on at the time she 
went) and a Cloud Forest Dome where the orchids are kept. There are 
also large reservoirs which look like ice cream cones which helps capture water to assist in maintaining the plants. 
The Gardens by the Bay cover a total area of around 260 acres. 

Inside the Cloud Forest is a 6-storey waterfall covered in plants. As you walk around the cloud forest it’s like 
climbing a spiral. She showed several gigantic phalaenopsis, vanda, and other cultivars; many grown in ways that 
mimic how they’d be found in the wild, including sculptures of wildlife in the areas they would be. 

She highly recommends 
visiting both these places, 
perhaps a group visit could be 
organised.   

Krysia’s presentation is on the 
Member page of the website. 

  

Phalaenopsis Unimax Blush 

Phaphiopedlilum micranthum 
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Presentation by Mike Pieloor - “How to Pollinate Orchids” 

‘We’re going to talk about how and why to pollinate orchids, from hard to weird to small stuff.’ He noted that he’s 
only covering the process of pollination tonight and not going on to talk about the next stages in the seed 
development and growth as it is a vast topic and has many variables.  

Why Pollinate? 

1 Practice 

2 Obtain seed for yourself 

3 Send seed to a lab for flasking 

4 Send seed to the AOF (Australian Orchid Foundation) australianorchidfoundation.org.au 

5 Increase numbers in wild populations 

Mike noted that the last point can only be done with landholder permission. 

Even if you don’t intend to grow a plant from what you pollinate it is always an option to send the seed to a place 
like the AOF for its seed bank, so others can obtain certain species of orchids for their collections. 

How to pollinate: 

1 Choose your parent plants 

2 Locate male and female parts 

3 Use a toothpick  

4 Hope for success 

Parent plants can be very important as you are 
looking for distinguishing qualities in the plants, 
as some plants may not be as good a parent than 
others. 

Mike discussed that often the hardest part is 
locating the pollen and stigma. In a lily, it’s very 
easy to identify the stamen (where pollen is located) and the stigma. In orchids, the male and female parts are 
fused into a column. In orchids, the pollen is condensed into bundles called pollinia which are behind the anther 
cap on an orchid’s column.  

Mike showed a video of pollinating a phalaenopsis using a toothpick. 

Mike then showed images of several orchid species to ask members if they could identify where the anther caps 
and stigmatic surfaces were on the columns, starting from phalaenopsis (easier) to paphs (much harder because 
of the location of the stigma). He noted that time of day and age of pollinia are factors affecting success in the 
subsequent fertilisation. 

Your next steps: practice pollinating! Try maturing it and sending the seed to the AOF.  

The AOF has a great website that covers information about seed storage australianorchidfoundation.org.au 

Announcements 

Before the break Krysia reminded members that the library exists and is a resource available to all and to please 
see her if you wanted to borrow resources. Jane reminded members that their memberships are due, and 
members who wish to remain financial to please pay. Mike and Jacquie did a refresher on how the popular vote 
works as we have several new members tonight. 

Break from 8:33 to 9:17 pm 

Robyn presented the judge’s choice winners. 

file:///C:/Users/mike/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/4BG7MPJT/australianorchidfoundation.org.au
file:///C:/Users/mike/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/4BG7MPJT/australianorchidfoundation.org.au
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While waiting for the popular vote to finish tallying Jane advised there is some upheaval with the AOC. This may 
affect the 2028 show, so we are not proceeding with the bid at this time. Once things have settled down at the 
AOC we will reconsider our options.  

Bailey Dunn presented the results of the popular vote. 

Jane rounded out the meeting thanking all the helpers of the society as well as Mike and Krysia for their 
presentations. Advised that Mark Clements will present a talk on bulbophyllums at the next meeting. 

Meeting closed at 9:28 pm 

 

Popular Vote Results:   June 2025 

# Class Name Plant Owner 
OPEN 

1 Australian Epiphyte Dendrobium Hilda Poxon ‘Martina Mauve’ Brian Dear 

Others Benched:   Den. Jonathon’s Glory ‘Dark Joy’ 

2 Australian Terrestrial Acianthus fornicatus Mike Pieloor 
Others Benched:   Corysanthes hispida 

3 Cymbidium Cymbidium hybrid unknown Megan and Josh Philips 
Others Benched:  Cymbidium iridioides; Cym. erythrostylum; Cym. tracyanum 

4 Laeliinae Brassocattleya Nakornpathome Silver Mike Pieloor 
Others Benched: Cattleya maxima; Rhyncolaeliocattleya Pastoral ’Innocence’; 
Cattlianthe Amaroo; Laelia anceps 

5 Cypripedioideae Paphiopedilum insigne Bill Ferris 
Others Benched:   Paph. Hengduan Sweetheart; Paph. Eros; Paph. insigne; Paph. 
spicerianum; Paph. Little Trouble 

7 Oncidiinae  Oncidium Unknown Bill Ferris 
Others Benched: Aliceara Tahoma Glacier; Onc. noezlianaum; Onc. Sharry Baby ‘Sweet 
Fragance; Cuitlauzina pulchella 

9 Exotic Dendrobiinae Dendrobium Aridang Green Mark Clements 
Others Benched: nil 

10 Coelogyninae Coelogyne mooreana Bob Forrester 
Others Benched: nil 

13 Exotic terrestrial Diplodium repandum Mark Clements 

Others Benched: nil 

14 Any Other Orchid Fredclarkeara After Dark ‘Black Pearl’ Mike Pieloor 
Others Benched: nil 

NOVICE 

19 Any Other Orchid Paphiopedilum Leeanum David Boughey 
Others Benched: Bulbophyllum masterianum; Phragmipedium Calurum 

 

OPEN Orchid of the Night Fredclarkeara After Dark ‘Black Pearl’ Mike Pieloor 

NOVICE Orchid of the Night Paphiopedilum Leeanum David Boughey 

Judges’ Choice - Species Diplodium repandum Mark Clements 

Judges’ Choice - Hybrid Fredclarkeara After Dark ‘Black Pearl’ Mike Pieloor 

Judges’ Choice - Specimen Paphiopedilum Leeanum David Boughey 
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OPEN Orchid of the Night and Judges’ Choice - Hybrid 

Fredclarkeara After Dark ‘Black Pearl’ FCC/AOS 

Grown by Mike Pieloor 

Named after Fred Clark, who pioneered breeding with 
Catasetinae. 

I bought this famous ‘black’ orchid as a very small mericlone from 
MnS orchids in Mackay, back in 2015. Last year it flowered for me 
for the first time with one spike. This year it had two. 

The trick to their culture is knowing the strongly seasonal 
environment where they grow. 

Mix: Anything that remains moist but allows air to the roots. I’ve 
tried a few things, but now use pure coarse perlite. 

Light: Bright to very bright - I grow it beside my cattleya. 

Temperature: Warm. Plants can be cooler while dormant, but it is 
recommended not to go below 6 degrees. 

Water: This is the hardest part to get right. They are seasonal 
plants, so bone dry while dormant and abundant water and 
fertiliser when in active growth. But timing for  starting is 
tricky. The new growth and roots should be at least several inches 
long  before watering. If you water too early, then roots and 
growth can be stunted. I’ve made that mistake at least once while 
growing it. 

Fertiliser: Truck loads while growing. None while dormant. It isn’t 
picky about what type. 

The American Orchid Society has a culture sheet you can access here: Catasetum Culture Sheet - American Orchid 
Society (aos.org). 

 

NOVICE Orchid of the Night 

Paphiopedilum Leeanum 

Grown by David Boughey 

 

Paphiopedilum Leeanum is an orchid 
hybrid originated by Lawrence in 1884. It 
is a cross of Paph. insigne x Paph. 
spicerianum. Paphiopedilum insigne is 
much more dominant as a parent.  The 
foliage is also much thicker and broader. It 
is a temperature-tolerant Paphiopedilum, 
and a hardy grower. To thrive, it needs 
bright, indirect light. Aim for humidity 
levels between 50-70% and maintain a 
temperature range of 20°C to 30°C for optimal growth. 

A well-draining orchid mix is essential for this plant. The ideal pH levels should be between 5.5 and 6.5 to support 
healthy root development. (Cited from web) 
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Judges’ Choice - Species and Judges’ Choice Specimen 

Diplodium repandum 

Grown by Mark Clements 

 Diplodium repandum is an orchid species from 
New Caledonia identified by Mark Clements and 
David Jones in 2016. Culture information and 
photos for this orchid are commonly detailed 
under the name of Pterostylis repanda. The name 
'repandum' comes from the Latin 'repand' which 
means bent backwards, referring to the lateral 
sepals which are swept back. (cited Native Orchid 
Society of South Australia Journal 2017). 
 

 

 

 

 

Membership subscriptions are overdue if you have not 
yet paid 

The membership year begins 1 May, so renewal of membership subscriptions is due by then. 

Single $25.00; Family or Joint $30.00; Junior (younger than 17 years) and full-time students $5.00. 

Pay Treasurer Scott Mann at meetings, or direct deposit to our bank account: 
Orchid Society of Canberra Inc. 

BSB: 032719 
Account Number: 620848 

with your surname in the bank’s ‘reference’ field and advise treasurer@canberraorchids.org 

https://www.orchids.org/grexes/pterostylis-repanda

