
 

 

Volume 39  Number 5 

 Bulletin 

September-October 2024 

 

 

  

Committee Members 

President: Jane Wright 0406 379 054 
info@canberraorchids.org 

Vice-President: William Ferris 0428 639 788 
info@canberraorchids.org 

Treasurer: Scott Mann 0433 826 723 
treasurer@canberraorchids.org 

Secretary: Krysia Szkiela 0421 636 324 
secretary@canberraorchids.org 

Committee: Brian Dear 
Jacqui Turner 
Ciaran Ernst-Russel 

0430 455 532 
 

 

Other Roles  

Public Officer Peter Coyne 
Bulletin Editor Brian Dear 
Web Master Bill Ferris 
Conservation Officer Derek Corrigan 
Scientific Advisor Mark Clements 
Photography & Art Zoe Groeneveld 
New Member 
Coordinator 

Jacquie Bannerman 

Entry Table 
& Door Prizes 

Yvonne Day 
Audrey Rough 

Popular Vote 
Coordinators 

Jacquie Bannerman 
Jacqui Turner 

Benching Officer Mark Fraser 
Judges’ Choice Robyn Noel 

Krysia Szkiela 
Jane Wright 
Julia Hu 

Librarian 
 

Krysia Szkiela 
librarian@canberraorchids.org 

Social Media Mike Pieloor 
Sales Table 
 

Scott Mann 
Brenda Thompson 

Audio-visual Megan and Josh Philips 

 

Society meetings 

Meetings are held on the first Wednesday of each month 
(except January) at the Ainslie Football Club, 52 Wakefield 
Ave, Ainslie, at 7:00 pm for a 7:30 pm start. Visitors are 
welcome. 

Contributions to the Bulletin are welcome and should be 
emailed to Krysia at secretary@canberraorchids.org. 
Deadline for November-December edition is 23 October 
2024 

www.canberraorchids.org 
Email: info@canberraorchids.org 

facebook.com/CanberraOrchidSociety 
instagram.com/canberra_orchids 

Orchid Society of Canberra, Inc 
PO Box 221 Deakin West ACT 2600 

Australia 
ABN 34 762 780 850 

 

Disclaimer 
© 2024 The Orchid Society of Canberra. The Orchid Society of 
Canberra disclaims liability for any loss, financial or otherwise 
caused as a result of the contents of this Bulletin. 

Next Meetings 

4 September - The Beauty of Sarcochilus. 
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Johnstone and Ciaran Ernst-Russell) 
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7-8 Sept Milton Ulladulla Orchid Society Show 

13-14 Sept Sapphire Coast Orchid Society Show 
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From the President 

It’s an exciting time of year. Although the wind is cold, the sun is warming and spring is on its way. The orchids are 
budding up, so it’s time to get ready for the spring show. Make sure to read the chapter in our book about staking 
your orchid flowers in plenty of time, so they look their best. 

As I mentioned in an email, we will be using the Mallee, Kimberley and Ironbark Pavilions for our 
show/sales/creche+ potting demos respectively. We have been doing and redoing floorplans and think we’re 
almost there. Although the committee does a lot of preparation ahead of time, we’ll need help from you all over 
the weekend. Krysia is co-ordinating volunteers and if you can’t see her at the September meeting to book 
yourself a slot, please contact her at secretary@canberraorchids.org. 

As a separate email, we will be sending you the show schedule and registration form (also available from the 
website). You’ll notice we have a new class for jewel orchids – Class 90: Orchid as a foliage plant. And a champion 
too. I ask you to get your show registrations in on time, as it takes a while to check all the names and spelling. 
Best to submit the form in with everything you hope to bring as it’s easier to scrub entries than add them on the 
day. 

We’ll run a potting workshop aimed at new members in October/November – date and location yet to be 
finalised. 

Jane Wright 

New members 

We welcome Nette Meggetto and Brendan McGarry to the society. We hope you will enjoy your association with 
us. 

Email Caution 

Email scams are very common and becoming more sophisticated with advances in AI. Orchid Society emails I send 
to members will usually be sent BCC (Blind Carbon Copy) so that only your name/email will appear in the sender 
box. Nevertheless some addresses seem to have been captured so you may receive emails supposing to be from 
me or other members often with links to images etc.  

What to do? 

Carefully consider what the topic of the email is, check the spelling and grammar and the email address of the 
sender – if it does not include @canberraorchids.org it is not from a society committee member (info, treasurer, 
secretary, librarian). 

Bill Ferris 

Cultural tips for September-October 

• Check your growing location daily to make sure your plants are getting appropriate moisture, warmth and 

light.  

• Start to water more often to keep new roots growing and increase fertiliser application, especially for 

cymbidiums. You can purchase slow release cymbidium fertiliser and dolomite at our show. However, be 

careful of late cold snaps! Take care watering plants that are leaving dormancy. Pleione and Catasetums 

can stop root growth if the media is too wet early in the season.  

• Monitor for pests, including early aphids and munching pests, like spring grasshoppers or caterpillars.  

• Keep your Australian terrestrials moist (but not sodden). Check for slugs and snail damage. Leaves and 

flower spikes can be eaten in one night! Also watch out for mealy bugs in Pterostylis and Thelymitra leaf 

sheaths. Consider raising your pots or using pest management. 

•  Check out the Society’s book Growing Orchids in Cool Climate Australia for more cultural tips. 
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2024 Show – What you need to know 

Venue 

Exhibition Park In Canberra: Mallee (show), Kimberley (plant sales) and Ironbark (creche, potting demo) Pavilions. 

Monday 16 September 

• Deadline to let Scott Mann ( treasurer@canberraorchids.org )  know that you are planning to sell plants. 

Wednesday 18 September  

• 10 pm - deadline for entries to be lodged with the registrar Jane Wright ( show@canberraorchids.org ) unless 

otherwise prearranged with Jane 

Friday 10 September 

• 10 am - setup of tables, screens, partitions. Dress the tables 

• noon -4pm – setup by vendors and set up of OSC sales table 

• noon - 4 pm– delivery of show entries 

• 2 pm – 4 pm – members can purchase plants if the vendor is present 

• 6pm – meal provided for the judges 

• 7 pm – judging commences 

Saturday 16 September 

• 10 am - show opens to public 

• 4 pm - show closes for the day 

• 5:30 for 6pm – dinner in the Limestone Restaurant, Ainslie Football Club. Please give your names to Scott 

Mann (treasurer@canberraorchids.org) if you plan to attend, so we can reserve enough seats. 

Sunday 17 September 

• 10 am - show and sales pavilions open to public 

• 2:45 pm - presentation of orchid prizes in Mallee Pavilion 

• 3:15 pm - show closes 

• 3:15 - 5pm – show breakdown 

Show entries 

Details of procedures for registration of plant entries, definitions, schedule and entry form are provided on the 
website and will be emailed to members. 

• Please include all plants you might enter – it is easier to delete entries at registration than add extra entries at 
the last minute 

• You will be given a printed label for each entry at registration  

• Entries for the miniature and specimen classes will be determined by the Marshal 

• If you are uncertain as to what class a plant should be in, contact Jane Wright or Mark Fraser 

• If you are uncertain as to your Novice/Open status, please consult the Member page of the website or ask 

Jane Wright ( info@canberraorchids.org ) 

mailto:treasurer@canberraorchids.org
about:blank
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Plant Sales 

This year, members can sell orchids, outdoor and indoor plants. If you are selling plants, please: 

• Let our treasurer, Scott Mann, (treasurer@canberraorchids.org) know and ensure he has your banking details 

so that you can be paid promptly 

• Ensure plants are pest and disease free 

• Include a tag with your name and price in each pot 

• Don’t forget the society charges a 10% commission 

Volunteers 

Our annual orchid show is always a success because of the wonderful volunteers who band together and work so 
hard. A big thank you to those members who already came forward at the last meeting and filled many of the 
time slots. Special thanks to those who indicated they will be available all day both Saturday and Sunday. We 
need many, many more volunteers  because instead of 1 building, we’ll be spread across 3 smaller buildings. We 
are focussing on security because we are keen to avoid some problems we’ve had previously with theft. 

Volunteers will be required: 

Friday  

• 9.00 am to around 12 noon to make sure the tables are correctly laid out (they will be brought in and set up 
by contractors) and to dress the tables in both pavilions. 

• 12 noon to around 3.00 pm to set up plant sales and assist vendors 

Saturday and Sunday 

• There will be three 2 hour shifts beginning at 10.00 am, 12 noon and 2.00 pm. 

You can nominate one of the following areas or we can allocate you to an area of need: security (many needed), 
floor walking, entry and raffle, plant sales, repotting demo and crèche. 

If you are selling plants it’s fair that you work on the plant stall in some capacity over the weekend.  

Please email secretary@canberraorchids.org  with your name, and time slots and preferred role if you are able to 
help. Even 1 shift is welcome. 

Other Matters 

• Please wear your society shirt and name badge. This helps visitors identify persons they can ask for assistance 
and assures your free entry. 

• Wear comfortable shoes with thick soles, as the floor in both the Kimberley and Ironbark Pavilions is hard and 
uneven. 

• Bring a water bottle and something to eat. 
 

Who’s in Charge 

Any concerns, please contact the following 

Show overall Jane Wright  Entry and Raffle Sandra Corbett 

Plant Sales Scott Mann  Potting Demo Bill Ferris 

Creche Jacqui Turner  Security Bailey Dunn 

Roster Krysia Szkiela    
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Minutes of General Meeting Wednesday, 3rd July 2024 

Venue: Ainslie Football Club 

Present: 48; Apologies: 9; Visitors: 1 

Meeting opened 7.35pm 

Motion:  That the minutes of the previous meeting be accepted  

Moved:   Andrea Robold Seconded: Ben Wallace Carried 

Jane welcomed everybody and set out the agenda and introduced the speakers for tonight. 

Presentation: Indoor Plant Cabinets  

Megan and Joshua Philips and Scott Mann. 

Joshua gave the first half of the presentation. 

Q. Why do growers use cabinets?  
A. There are a number of reasons. The outside environment may not be suitable, You can more closely replicate 
the growing conditions of plants you may want to display. It is relatively inexpensive when compared to setting up 
a glasshouse/greenhouse. 
Many people are doing this and COVID was an opportune time for many people to explore and take up a new 
hobby. People living in apartments with no outdoor space also find this a most adequate method of growing 
indoor plants.  There are many resources available on-line. Megan and Josh based their ‘fit out’ using a 
combination of two DIY guides. 

Josh showed a slide of the major items needed to set up such a system. He also presented and elaborated the 
following points: 

o cabinet needs to be metal so it will not rot, 

o use wire shelving rather than glass to enable more air flow, 

o use lights with magnets and a metal back wall, 

o fans - ensure a controller and daisy chain them, 

o ensure the humidifier is compact and easy to fill, 

o use deionised water to avoid water spots on the glass, and  

o heat mats can be daisy chained and used with a controller.  

Distilled water is used in the humidifier but ordinary tap water is used for the plants themselves. 

Grow lights, with magnetic posts, attach onto the back of the cabinet which is metal. Holes were drilled into the 
back wall of the cabinet for all the wires, then sealed. 

Scott gave the second half of the presentation. 

On returning from an overseas posting, Scott found that the beloved wine fridge did not survive its time in 
storage and refused to recommence its original duties. It was therefore moved outside, given its own storage 
shed and converted into an indoor plant cabinet. 

Regardless of scale the same principles for setting up an environment in a larger cabinet still apply. The plants 
grown need: 

• light, water, humidity, heat and if possible, air flow. 

As the cabinet is outside, Scott uses a 12 volt solar kit and 115 amp battery to provide energy to the system in 
summer. This is supplemented in winter by power from the mains for the lights. 

In summer the plants are checked daily and the internal environment can be further assisted by leaving the door 
slightly ajar if needed. 
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Q. What growing media do you use? 

A.  Scott uses a variety of mixes for his orchid seedlings and small plants - akadama, scoria and inorganic clay.  

Q. How do you regulate temperature? 

A. Check plants every day in summer, use heat mats as needed. 

Plants from Tuross Head 

Jane explained a collection had been made available to the club. Brian Dear checked them out. Following this, a 
group drove to Tuross Head and brought back as many as possible. There are many good quality sarcochilus. and 
Dendrobium speciosum. Many have spikes. These are quality plants and will be made available to members at 
meetings at a very good price.  

Treasurer’s Report 

Treasurer’s report $34,669.98 in the bank. 

Orchids Central 

The Orchid Society of Canberra will not set up a display at Orchids Central this year. 

Planning for the Show in September: 

❖ Need volunteers to do the catering for 10+ judges and officials on Friday 20th September before judging. 
❖ Bailey Dunn with her experience working in security will be In charge of security. 
❖ Reminder to save boxes and bags. 
❖ Please order new badges if you have lost your old ones. 
❖ Vendors seem to be looking forward to our show as Simms will be bringing 2 vans and the Johnsons are 

revamping theirs to fit in more plants. 
❖ The Horticultural Society have been good to work with. All arrangements seem to be progressing 

smoothly. 
❖ Fliers will be ready by the next meeting. Members will be asked to distribute them. 
 

Mike Pieloor and Jacqui Turner finalized the ballot for the Members Orchid choices and announced the winners.  

Meeting closed at 9.25 pm 

 

Minutes of General Meeting Wednesday, 7th August 2024 

Venue: Ainslie Football Club 

Present: 38; Apologies: 4; Visitors: 5 

Meeting opened 7.33pm 

Jane Wright welcomed all present and introduced tonight’s speaker, Derek Corrigan. 

The Orchid Flora of Bluett’s Block-Piney Ridge, presented by Derek Corrigan 

Based on the report by Derek Corrigan and Megan Lech 

The survey was carried out during 2022-23 and was made possible by a grant from the ACT government. It 
involved many hours of work by volunteers and resulted in the third publication of such an undertaking by the 
society’s ACT Orchid Conservation Group. 

Derek acknowledged Megan’s contribution in the submission. 

Derek began by showing a map of the underlying geology of the area. This was followed by one showing the 
geography and then the urban development by Development Groups. Lastly, the distribution and density of 
native orchids in the area of Bluett’s Block-Piney Ridge were shown. 
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Beautiful pictures of the orchids found at Bluetts included: 

Caladenia (8 species and around 4,000 plants) 

Thelymitra (6 species and 1,900 plants) 

Diurus ( 5 species and 650 plants) 

Pterostylidinae also known as Greenhoods (9 species and 5,283 plants) 

Calochilus plalychilus (430 plants) 

Chiloglottis valida   (12 plants) 

Corunastylis clivicola  (51 plants) 

Derek also mentioned that he was to be interviewed the following day by Georgia Stynes and could be heard after 
9.00am. 

Jane thanked Derek for his most informative presentation. 

Krysia Szkiela reminded members that it is around 6 weeks to the annual orchid show. She asked for volunteers to 
help out over the three days. Friday is the setting up day and then for the two days of the show. Members were 
asked to record their names on the list made available at the back of the room. 

Jane made mention of upcoming shows. These are all on the society website but of particular interest is the 
Orchid Fair at St Ives where around 30 vendors will be in attendance. This is on 16th - 18th August.  

The Orchid Society will be holding demonstration stalls at the various Bunnings stores over the next few months: 

Bunnings Gungahlin 29/8, 31/10, 5/12 

Bunnings Tuggeranong  29/8 

Bunnings Airport 14/9 

They are great sponsors of our show. 

Jane asked for volunteers to assist at a working bee to mix and pack cymbidium fertiliser. Members will be 
emailed with a date. 

Members were reminded to keep saving boxes for packing sales 
plants. Small to large boxes are needed.  Please remove the top 
flaps. 

We have volunteers for catering the meals of the judges for the 
Orchid Show in September. Thank you Yvonne and Elisa. 

Members were asked to collect the Zygopetalum books they 
had ordered and to pay their $25 deposit for the David L Jones 
book on Australian Orchids. 

Judging of benched orchids was held as usual.  

Mark Clements spoke about the bulbophyllums on the bench. 

Next meeting will be about Sarcochilus orchids. 

Meeting closed at 9.45 pm 

  



September-0ctober 2024  

 

8 

 

Popular Vote Results July 2024 

# Class Name Plant Owner 

OPEN 

1 Australian Epiphyte Thelychiton speciosus Nick Westerink 
Others Benched: Den. Aussie Parade; Den. Hilda Poxon; Den. Starsheen Brimbank; Den. Stoney Point x 
Rutherford Starburst; Den. Angellene. 

2 Australian Terrestrial Diplodium repandum Karen and Zoe Groeneveld 
Others Benched: Pterostylis x ralphcrannei 

3 Cymbidium Cymbidium unknown Megan and Joshua Philips 
Other benched : Cymbidium unknown 

4 Laeliinae Rhyncattleanthe Dean’s Star Mike Pieloor 

Others Benched: Rlc. Golf Green ‘Hair Pig’;  Brassocattleya Topaz Galaxy ‘Interstellar’; 
Epidendrum pseudepidendrum; Lc. Mini Red Beauty; Ctt. Porcia; Dinema polybulbon; 

5 Cypripedioidea Paphiopedilum Hybrid Mike Pieloor 
Others Benched:  Paphiopedilum insigne 

6 Monopodial Vandeae Phalaneopsis hybrid unknown Nick Westerink 
Others Benched: Vanda unknown 

7 Oncidiinae  Oncidium cheirophorum Karen and Zoe Groeneveld 
Others Benched: Osmoglossum pulchellum; Ionopsis utricularoides; Miltassia Shelob ‘Tolkien’; Oncidium 
sotoanum; Oncidium Red Wasp ‘Scentual Sting’; Zelenkocidium Calico Gem ‘Green Valley’; Bratonia 
Dennis Klienbach ‘Crowhurst’ AM/AOS 

8 Pleurothallidinae Masdevellia Mary Staal ‘Laurie 
Jeannie’ HCC/AOC 

Karen and Zoe Groeneveld 

Others Benched:  Restrepia elegans; Masdevallia tovarensis; Stelis restrepioides;   

9 Exotic Dendrobiinae Sayeria alexandrae Jane Wright 
Others Benched: Den. triflorum; Dend. Snowflake; Den. victoriae-reginae; Den. Yaya Victoria 

11 Bulbophyllinae Bulbophyllum comosum Karen and Zoe Groeneveld 
Others Benched: nil 

13 Exotic terrestrials Stenorrhynchos speciosum Jane Wright 
Others Benched: Maxillaria schunkeana 

14 Any Other Orchid Fredclarkeara After Dark ‘Black 
Pearl’ 

Mike Pieloor 

Others Benched:   Mediocalcar decoratum; Mediocalcar robustum; Fredclarkeara After Dark ‘Baker’s 
Cherry Madness’ 

NOVICE 

17 Laeliinae Procatavola Golden Peacock James Jonklaas 
 

OPEN Orchid of the Night Fredclarkeara After Dark ‘Black 
Pearl’ 

Mike Pieloor 

NOVICE Orchid of the Night Procatavola Golden Peacock James Jonklaas 

Judges’ Choice - Species Oncidium cheirophorum Karen and Zoe Groeneveld 

Judges’ Choice - Hybrid Fredclarkeara After Dark ‘Black 
Pearl’ 

Mike Pieloor 

Judges’ Choice - Specimen Diplodium repandum Karen and Zoe Groeneveld 
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July Open Orchid of the Night and Judges Choice - Hybrid 

Fredclarkeara After Dark ‘Black Pearl’ FCC/AOS 

Grown by Mike Pieloor 

Named after Fred Clark, who pioneered breeding with Catasetinae. 

I bought this famous ‘black’ orchid as a very small mericlone from 
MnS orchids in Mackay, back in 2015. It has taken this long to 
finally flower for me. 

You can see in the photo, this orchid is not actually black, but a 
dark red-purple. 

Andrea, who grows catasetums very well, had another clone of the 
same cross on the bench. It had a lovely patterned lip. 

The trick to their culture is knowing the strongly seasonal 
environment where they grow. 

• Mix: Anything that remains moist but allows air to the roots. 
I’ve tried a few things, but now use pure coarse perlite. 

• Light: Bright to very bright - I grow it beside my cattleya. 

• Temperature: Warm. Plants can be cooler while dormant, but 
it is recommended not to go below 6 degrees. 

• Water: This is the hardest part to get right. They are seasonal plants, so bone dry while dormant and 
abundant water and fertiliser when in active growth. But timing for starting and ending is tricky. The new 
growth and roots should be at least several inches long before watering. If you water too early, then roots 
and growth can be stunted. I’ve made that mistake at least once while growing it. 

• Fertiliser: Truck loads while growing. None while dormant. 

The American Orchid Society has a culture sheet you can access here: Catasetum Culture Sheet - American Orchid 
Society (aos.org) . Our society library also has a book called ‘World of Catasetums’. Ask Krysia for a loan. 

 

 

 

July Novice Orchid of the Night 

Procatavola Golden Peacock 

Grown by James Jonklaas 

This is the second flowering for me of this orchid and this 
time the flower is showing some stripes. This plant lives on 
the brightest light shelf in my little glasshouse or out under 
cover in summer time. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.aos.org/orchid-care/care-sheets/catasetum-culture-sheet
https://www.aos.org/orchid-care/care-sheets/catasetum-culture-sheet
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July Judges Choice - Species 

Oncidium cheirophorum 

Grown by Karen and Zoe Groeneveld 

 

Oncidium cheirophorum is native to Central 
America where it grows as a dwarf, cool to 
cold growing epiphyte in montane 
rainforests at 1000 to 2500m, often in 
bright light to full sun. I grow it in my vanda 
house, where it gets more warmth (14-32C) 
and plenty of light. Moderate watering and 
70% humidity. The delicate, citrus-scented 
spikes emerge in late autumn-winter. 

 

 

 

July Judges Choice - Specimen 

 Diplodium repandum  

Grown by Karen and Zoe Groeneveld 

 

Diplodium repandum is a terrestrial 
greenhood species from New Caledonia. As 
such, it prefers to be protected from frost; a 
shadehouse gives sufficient protection, but 
it will probably flower a bit earlier if you 
grow it in a cool greenhouse. Like other 
Diplodium species, it flowers in autumn-
early winter; and like our Australian 
terrestrials, it goes dormant through 
summer. It likes to be kept moist during the 
growing period and does not like to dry out 
completely through the dormant period. A 
very pretty and floriferous species that is 
easy to cultivate. 

 
 
 

A New Book by David Jones 

A Field Guide to Australian Orchids: Epiphytes including the island territories 

The RRP is $34.99. We’ll see if we can get a better deal for a bulk order for members. Watch this space.  
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Popular Vote Results: August 2024 

# Class Name Plant Owner 
OPEN 

1 Australian Epiphyte Thelychiton speciosus ‘National White’ Tony Tritschler 
Others Benched:   Den. Avril’s Gold ‘Pumpkin Pie’, Den. Avril’s Gold ‘Louanne’, Den. 
Cosmic Gold, Den. Baumer’s Aussie Fire, Den. Hilda Poxon, Den. (Ellewong x Zip) x 
Renee, Thelychiton aemulum, Thelychiton speciosus x 2  

2 Australian Terrestrial Corysanthes incurva Ciaran Ernst-Russell 
Others Benched:   Chiloglottis platyptera, Chil. sp. aff. truncata, Chil. truncata, Diplodium 
concinnum,  Pterostylis nutans, Ptst. x ralphcranei 

3 Cymbidium Cymbidium Gowling’s Gem ‘Snow Queen’ David Judge 
Others Benched: nil 

4 Laeliinae Isabelia pulchella Bill Ferris 
 Others Benched: Cattleya coccinea, C. maxima, Isabelia pulchella, 

5 Cypripedioidea Paphiopedilum William Ambler ‘Carob’ David Judge 
Others Benched:   Paphiopedilum insigne 

6 Monopodial Vandeae Phalaenopsis thailandica Jane Wright 
Others Benched:nil 

7 Oncidiinae  Oncidium Tsiku Marguerite Brian Shelvey 
Others Benched:  Oncidium cheirophorum, Onc. maculatum, Miltoniopsis, phalaenopsis 

8 Pleurothallidinae Pleurothallis truncata Jane Wright 
 Others Benched: Dryadella zebrina, Restrepia cuprea, Rstp. mendozae 

9 Exotic Dendrobiinae Sayeria stenoptera Mark Clements 
Others Benched:  Dendrobium sanderae 

10 Coelogyninae Coelogyne fuscescens Geoff Dyne 
Others Benched: Coelogyne mooreana, Coelogyne tenella 

11 Bulbophyllinae Bulbophyllum (Tripudianthes) wallichii Mark Clements 
Others Benched: Bulbophyllum digoelense, Bulb. saurocephalum 

12 Maxillariinae  Maxillaria picta Ben Wallace 
Others Benched: Maxilliaria elegans 

13 Exotic terrestrials Calanthe (Preptanthe) vestita Mark Clements 
Others Benched: Ludisia discolor 

14 Any Other Orchid Chysis limminghei Andrea Robold 
Others Benched: nil 

NOVICE 

15 Australian Native Thelychiton kingianus Yi Yu 
Others Benched: Dockrillia teretfolia 

16 Cymbidium Cymbidium hybrid unknown Brigitte Smithies 
Others Benched:  Cymbidium Edward Marshall, Cym. Sarah Jean x Ice-On-Fire 

19 Any Other Orchid Diplodium repandum Jacqui & Claire Turner 
Others Benched: nil 

 

OPEN Orchid of the Night Thelychiton speciosus ‘National White’ Tony Tritschler 

NOVICE Orchid of the Night Diplodium repandum Jacqui & Claire Turner 

Judges’ Choice - Species Thelychiton speciosus ‘National White’ Tony Tritschler 

Judges’ Choice - Hybrid Dendrobium Avril’s Gold ‘Louanne’ David Judge 

Judges’ Choice - Specimen Maxillaria picta Ben Wallace 
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August OPEN Orchid of the Night and 
Judges’ Choice – Species 

Thelychiton speciosus ‘National White’ 

Grown by Tony Tritschler 

 

Thelychiton speciosus  'National White' is a 
white flowering speciosum,  previously 
known as Dendrobium speciosum, or 
commonly called the Rock Orchid. I have lost 
my record of when and where I bought this 
plant but believe it came from the Canberra 
Orchid Society at a sale of a member's plants 
some years ago.  It has flowered before, but this year did very well. The plant in the wild usually grows on rocks 
and is found near the coast in NSW and in Queensland. It does not like the frost, so in Bungendore, although I 
grow it outdoors in summer, it has to be under cover in winter. In the summer they are grown in a well-lit area, 
but if they get too much sun their leaves are spoilt by sunburn. I move them into a shade house when the cooler 
weather starts and any plants with buds on are moved into a heated greenhouse.  I have one plant this year that 
is about to flower in an unheated greenhouse, I think the lowest temperature for it so far has been around 0°C. 
They are grown in largish coarse bark and fertilised regularly in the growing season. Once they have reached a 
reasonable size they will flower but I find they don't flower every year, once every two or three years is more 
normal for me, but when they do flower they are well worth it. 

 

 

August Judges’ Choice - Hybrid 

Dendrobium Avril’s Gold ‘Louanne’ 

Grown by David Judge 

 

There are many varieties of the hybrid Avril’s Gold 
with ‘Louanne’ being one of the more popular. It was 
first registered by R. Clement in 1998 and originated 
by Ray Hill. It is listed as having 8 different ancestors 
including both species and hybrids, with speciosum 
being the pollen parent and accounting for 75% of its 
breeding but also includes falcorostrum (6%), fleckeri 
(6%), tetragonum (12%), and the hybrids Den. Aussie 
Child 50% and Hilda Poxon 25%. 
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August Judges’ Choice - Specimen 

Maxillaria picta 

Grown by Ben Wallace 

 

This plant was one of the plants from the society’s 
Christmas dinner around 4 years ago. It is potted in 
coarse, very well drained soil and it is important to 
keep the water up to it as it likes to be moist. It has 
survived through a minimum of 8 °C in winter and 
pulled through 40 °C in the summer. Watering is by 
daily misting for 1 minute three times a day in 
summer. This is gradually reduced to every 2nd or 3rd 
day in winter. Light intensity is controlled by 50% shade cloth. This orchid likes plenty of good air circulation and is 
therefore suspended in mid-air and not kept on the bench. A reciprocating fan to stop fungal growth is used as is 
a humidifier at night. 

 

 

August NOVICE Orchid of the Night 

Diplodium repandum 

Grown by Jacquie and Clare Turner 

 

I purchased this from sales table at a meeting around this time 
2023. I learned how to care and repot it from Karen’s potting 
workshop in January this year. 

 

 

 

 

History of the Wardian Case 

Prior to 1829 the majority of plants, seedlings, rhizomes or corms transported by sea from one continent to 
another would perish. They were destroyed by the salt sea air. 

Around that time, Dr Nathaniel Bagshaw Ward occidentally grew a grass seedling in an air-tight jar. It was an early 
example of a terrarium, a glass case with plants inside. He was spurred on to continue his passion of growing 
plants in these protected environments because his ferns died when not protected from the coal smoke and 
sulphuric acid of the London air. 

He further developed his passion for growing plants under these conditions by testing his theory in 1833 by 
sending two specially constructed glazed cases filled with British ferns and grasses all the way to Sydney, 
Australia, a voyage of several months. They were in good condition when they arrived. In addition, Australian 
plants that had not survived previous voyages were sent back in these cases and arrived in good shape after a 
stormy voyage around Cape Horn. 

This opened the floodgate to piracy and smuggling of plants that were once monopolised by a geographic area or 
feudal kingdom.  In the 1840s 20,000 tea plants mad their way from Shanghai to British India. In the 1860s 
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cinchona (anti-malaria or fever tree) plants were smuggled out of South America. In 1870s rubber tree seedlings 
grown at Kew gardens from germinated imported seeds made their way to Sri Lanka.   

It was said, ”the Wardian Case was not only transforming economies but also people’s tastes”. 

Bibliography. 

1. https://www.historic-uk.com/CultureUK/Wardian-Case/   7/07/2024 
2. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wardian_case  7/07/2024 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Fertiliser Packaging Team: 

Many thanks to the team who packed up 120 containers of 
fertiliser and 175 bags of dolomite. Much appreciated! 

Roger Williams, Na Khanprasert, David McGuiness, Brigitte 
Smithies, Jacquie Bannerman 

 

ITS  SHOWTIME  FOLKS 

20th, 21st & 22nd Sept 2025 at EPIC 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

Friday: 

Setting up tables and catering for the Judges. 

Saturday and Sunday: 

Entry, selling raffle tickets, security, orchid plant 

sales, security, crèche, security, garden plant 

sales, security, information, security, re-

potting demonstrations, security. 

Sunday: 

Packing up. 

Please start thinking how you can contribute to the 
success of this year’s show. Rosters will be 

circulated at the August and September Meetings.  
It will be appreciated if you can be generous with 

your time. Contact Krysia on 
secretary@canberraorchids.org to book yourself 

into a slot or two. 

https://www.historic-uk.com/CultureUK/Wardian-Case/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wardian_case
mailto:secretary@canberraorchids.org

