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Society meetings 
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welcome. 
Members are welcome to join for dinner in the bistro at 
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Next Meetings 

July              -  Modern Wardian Cases 

August        -  Derek Corrigan on Bluett’s Block 

September - The Beauty of Sarcochilus. 

October      - Local native orchids and some walks. 

Upcoming Shows/Events 

12-13 July, Eurobodalla, Moruya CWA 

13 July, Shoalhaven, Bomaderry Community Centre 

20-21 July, Batemans Bay, Soldiers Club 

9-11 August, National Orchid Extravaganza & 

Papiopedilum Society NSW Show & Sales, Yagoona 

16-18 August, St Ives Orchid Fair, St Ives 
Showground 

4-6 October, Orchids Central, Club Condell Park, 
Bankstown 

https://ccansw.com.au/events/
https://ccansw.com.au/events/


July-August 2024  

 

2 

 

Preparing for the Show  

 

 

 

 

Boxes and bags 

It’s time to start collecting and saving cardboard boxes for 
use when packing sale plants at the show. Please cut off the 
flaps so the boxes are like trays. We need the whole range of 
sizes. Wine boxes cut in half (either way) to produce very 
useful carry boxes. If storage space is a problem, collapse the 
boxes flat and we can tape them up at the show. It would 
also be useful to have surplus plastic bags – please fold them 
up nicely so we can easily sort them by size for quick use on 
the day. Thanks! 

 
 

 

  

ITS  SHOWTIME  FOLKS 

20th, 21st & 22nd Sept 2025  at EPIC 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

Friday: Setting up tables and catering for the 

Judges. 

Saturday:  Entry, selling raffle tickets, orchid plant 

sales, crèche, garden plant sales, information, 

re-potting demonstrations, security. 

Sunday: As for Saturday plus packing up. 

 

Please start thinking how you can contribute to 
the success of this year’s show. Roster’s will be 

circulated at the August and September meetings.  
It will be appreciated if you can be generous with 

your time. 
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From the President 

Jane Wright 

Many thanks to our outgoing committee members and welcome to the incoming members. We’ve had our first 
committee meeting and it’s a great team that will take us far. 

Our major focus for the next few months will be preparation for the spring show. There’s lots of planning behind 
the scenes with the Horticultural Society and I must say, they have been a pleasure to work with. We’ll need a lot 
of help setting up and during the show, so please reserve 20-22 September in your diaries. 

Many people grow their orchids in their houses and want to grow more demanding orchids. In July, Scott and Josh 
will share their experiences with modern Wardian Cases which allow better control of temperature and humidity 
than is possible when growing orchids as house plants. 

Congratulations again to Derek Corrigan who was recognised for his outstanding contributions to the Society 
through leading the orchid conservation group. Derek will tell us about the latest survey at Bluett’s Block – Piney 
Ridge at our meeting in August. 

Welcome to our new members 

We welcome the following members who joined in the last 6 months: Gayle Caldwell, Kathy Dibley, Katie Eberle, 
Jo Hellmann, Nette Meggetto, Alanna Phillips, Anna Willard. 

Badges and Society Shirts 

We will place another order of badges in August. If you have lost/destroyed your badge and need another, please 
let the treasurer know (treasurer@canberraorchids.org). There will be a $12 charge for each replacement badge.  

We have a full range of sizes of society shirts in stock. Jane will bring a selection to the meetings so you can try 
them on and purchase @$35 each. Really good to have to wear at the show! 

Upcoming talks: 

July: Modern Wardian Cases (Scott Mann and Josh Phillips) 

Scott and Josh will talk about their experiences growing under 
lights in small enclosed spaces. They will share tips and lessons 
learned on how controlling the environment in a small space can 
be done focussing on the key elements. Image shows Scott’s setup. 

August: The Orchid Flora of Bluett’s Block - Piney Ridge (Derek 
Corrigan) 

Derek will present a summary of the survey of Bluett’s Block - Piney 
Ridge conducted during 2022- 23 by the Society’s Conservation 
Group. 

Given the incomplete knowledge of the orchid flora represented in 
the remnant bush beside the Denman Prospect housing 
development, the Orchid Society of Canberra Conservation Group 
successfully applied for an ACT Government Grant to undertake an 
extended orchid survey of the area known as Bluett’s Block-Piney 
Ridge. The presentation is a summary of these finds representing 
the extent of the diversity and density of orchid species 
represented within this treasure of remnant bush at our newest urban edge. 
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Some of the orchid species found on Bluett’s Block 

 
Cultural tips for July-August 

• Check your growing location daily to make sure your plants are getting appropriate moisture, warmth and 
light. 

• Continue to be sparing with water for plants that prefer a drier rest over winter. This includes soft cane 
dendrobiums, Catasetums and tropical deciduous species. While dormant, keep them dry until after new 
growth begins. 

• Many cymbidiums and native dendrobiums will be producing flower buds. Ensure spikes have room. Start 
staking early to get the best display. Keep an eye out for slugs and snails, which love to munch on buds!  

• Monitor for pests, including scale and mites for plants grown in greenhouses or indoors. They thrive in the 
drier warm environment. 

• All Australian terrestrials should now have leaves. If any pots have not grown, don’t throw them out as the 
tuber can still make a replacement for next year. You should aim to keep them moist (but not sodden) until 
spring.  

• Check out our book Growing Orchids in Cool Climate Australia for more cultural tips, including instructions for 
staking spikes. 

 
Minutes General Meeting 1 May 2024 

Attendance: 50;  Apologies:  5;   Visitors:  5; 

President Bill Ferris opened the meeting at 7:35pm. 

He introduced guest speakers Nick, Jim and Darren from South Pacific Hydroponics (SPH). The society has had a 
relationship with SPH for a number of years now and they carry a wide range of products suitable for orchid 
growing. 

Nick outlined many of the products they stocked. He noted the usefulness of various products such as EC and pH 
meters to check nutrient levels in water, grow tents, heat pads and hydroponic systems for growing plants. They 
also carried stock of orchid growing media such as Orchiata bark and perlite. SPH would try to obtain any 
products members may request, although noted that it was hard to buy smaller quantities on competitive terms. 

Jane talked about her purchases of orchids at the request of members at the Manly auction and plants she 
purchased that were on the sales table. 
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The treasurer Bob Forrester noted that the 2023-24 financial year for the society ended on 30 April and accounts 
would be given to the auditors next week. 

Bill thanked Brian Dear for editing the May-June Bulletin. 

Move acceptance March minutes: Andrea Robold   seconder: Tony Tritschler 

Move acceptance of April minutes: James Jonklaas   seconder: Andrea Robold 

Bill advised that the committee would be considering including a category and possible championship prize for 
foliage orchids, such as the jewel orchids, in the Spring show. Some of our members grow these and while many 
generally don’t have amazing flowers, their leaf colourings are spectacular. Some societies have foliage classes in 
their shows. 

Members planning to come to the open greenhouses of Mike, Tony and Ben on Sunday 19 May were asked to 
contact Mike Pieloor for directions and information. 

Bill noted that the AGM on 5 June would comprise acceptance of last year’s minutes, reports by the president and 
treasurer (audited accounts) and election of office bearers. Members were asked to consider standing for 
selection to the committee. The general meeting would feature a presentation on growing orchids in water well 
pots by Jan Robinson. 

 

Annual General Meeting - Wednesday, 5th June 2024 

Ainslie Football Club 

Present: 48; Apologies: 12; Visitors: 1. 

Meeting opened at 7.30 pm 

Bill Ferris opened the meeting and sought acceptance of the 2023 AGM minutes. Mike Pieloor moved acceptance; 
Karen Groeneveld seconded; and minutes were accepted. 

President’s Report 

Bill advised a full year without any undue influences such as COVID and the Society was able to run its usual 
activities: ten meetings; a Christmas party; two workshops; and the Spring show. In addition Derek Corrigan 
maintained a very busy program for the conservation group with their efforts again appreciated by the ACT 
authorities. 

Average meeting attendance was 40, similar to last year. It was pleasing to have 19 new members join the society 
in the year. These were: Eva Boland and Tristan Webber, Gayle Caldwell, Michael Carter, David Collings, Patrick de 
Deckker, Kathy Dibley, Katie Eberle, Jo Hellmann, Eva Henningsen, Nicholas Horne, Suzanne Jennings, Melissa 
Karayannis, Peter Lee, Alanna Phillips, Linda Pure, Brian Shelvey, Sandy Swaris and Anna Willard. At year end, 
membership was 115 compared with 104 at the end of the previous year. 

Show attendance in 2023 was higher than in 2022. Plant and other entries for judging were a little over 200, well 
up on the previous year. Besides the great range of orchids entered for judging, members again supplied a large 
volume of plants for sale. As usual the vendors, viz: Sims Orchids, Johnston’s Orchids, Orchid Species Plus and 
South Pacific Hydroponics, brought a great range of plants and products for sale. The support of various sponsors 
in providing vouchers was also much appreciated. 

Members also had success at the South and West Regional Show at Cobargo, including three championship prizes. 

Karen Groeneveld and Bill Ferris hosted workshops for members. 

Our show in September this year will present a new course for the society. We will combine with the Horticultural 
Society and other garden clubs in holding a show at Exhibition Park. This provides more space and other 
opportunities for our show but will require extra effort from members. Again, our appreciation to the Ainslie 
Football Club which provided a great venue for our last seven shows. We will continue holding our meetings at 
the AFC. 
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Finally, some thank-yous. 

Thanks to the Committee for your support over the year. Particular mention to Jane who continued to play a 
valuable role in organising most things and especially as a conduit to other clubs and the judges. Thanks to Bob 
for keeping the books, Jenny as secretary, Brenda on the sales table, Krysia for taking on the library and other 
tasks and Karen. 

Thanks to all other members who have helped throughout the year, including: Yvonne and Audrey on the door; 
Robyn, Mike, Jacqui and Claire with the popular vote; Jacquie Bannerman in setting up the room for meetings, 
and Megan and Josh for taking care of the projector and computer. 

There will be new members elected to the Committee at his meeting. I look forward to their contribution and 
hope they enjoy sharing the steering of the ship so to speak. 

I commend this report to members. 

Brenda Thomson moved that the report be accepted; Seconded: Jackie Bannerman; Accepted by the meeting. 

Treasurer’s Report 

Bob Forrester, Treasurer presented the audited accounts for the year. 

In 2023-24, the society had a profit of $173.49, bringing the total assets to $40,175.80. Although the society ran a 
small loss on workshops and events, it was made up by profit on the show. In summary, the society’s financial 
position is steady. 

Jane Wright moved that the report be accepted; Seconded by Mike Pieloor; Accepted by the meeting. 

The audited accounts are a supplement to the Bulletin and on the website. 

Motion: Award of Life Membership to Derek Corrigan 

The constitution of the Orchid Society allows for the awarding of no more than two life memberships in a financial 

year to reward and recognise a member who has made a significant contribution to the society. 

Since inception of the Society there has been 13 life awards, the last in 2022. The list of life members is on the 

society website (https://www.canberraorchids.org/about.html#lifers). 

Justification for the award 

Derek joined the society in Nov 2016. Derek became interested in native terrestrial orchids and the need for their 
protection and conservation. Such concerns were accentuated by the severity of 2003 bush fires. 

Derek recruited a number of members to form a conservation group with aspirations of doing similar conservation 
and propagation projects to those of ANOS Victoria. He also attracted many new and younger members with 
similar interests to the society. 

Momentum for this work picked up following the 2020 Namadji fires. The group was approached to join post fire 
recovery initiatives of the authorities. The group received an ACT government grant (ACT Natural Resources 
Management) to survey orchid recovery from the fires. 

This involved substantial effort from Derek and the conservation group members in travel, time, mapping and 
locating species. A considerable part of the costs was out of pocket. 

• Other projects Derek organised were taken on, including: 

• Monitoring Paraprasaphyllum species near Tumbarumba, 

• A baseline survey at Goorooyaroo 

• And more recently, survey work at Bluett’s Block – Piney Ridge 

The report by Derek and Megan Lech on Bluett’s is extensive and thorough (90 pages) and has been well received 
by the authorities. 
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Life membership is one of the few options we have to reward and recognise members who have made a 
significant contribution to the work of the society. I commend awarding Life membership to Derek. 

Attendees endorsed this proposal. Derek was presented his award. 

Selection of the 2023/24 Committee 

Public officer Peter Coyne announced that the number of nominees was equal to the number of positions. 

As such, the elected members are: 

President:  Elizabeth Jane Wright  
Vice President:  William Ferris 
Treasurer:  Scott Mann 
Secretary:  Krysia Szkiela 
Committee:  Brian Dear, Ciaran Ernst-Russell and Jacqui Turner  

Meeting concluded at 8.00 pm. 

 

Minutes of General Meeting - Wednesday 5th June 2024 

Ainslie Football Club 

Present: 48; Apologies: 12, Visitors: 1. 

Meeting opened at 8.37 pm. 

Jane Wright as the newly elected President opened the General Meeting. She thanked members for voting her as 
President. Jane also paid tribute to the outgoing Committee members including Bob Forrester, Karen Groeneveld, 
Jenny Cooke and Brenda Thompson. She welcomed the newly elected members to the Committee commenting 
that she was looking forward to working with Ciaran Ernst-Russell, Jacqui Turner, Scott Mann and Brian Dear. She 
recognised Brian’s additional role in preparing the bulletin; Krysia Szkiela’s roles as Secretary, coordinating the 
bulletin and maintaining the library; and Scott’s return to the position of Treasurer. Jane also acknowledged Bill 
Ferris’ time as President and his ongoing role as Vice President. 

Jane introduced the night’s guest speaker Jan Robinson.  

Presentation by Jan Robinson -  Water Well - or not so well??? 

Jan presented on her experiences in using water well pots for growing orchids in the Sydney region. She has some 
67 orchids in water well pots of various shapes and sizes. 

• What is a water well pot? It is any pot not free-draining – i.e. it has a reserve of water at the bottom. 

• Jan discussed key considerations for using water well pots: 

• What are your local conditions ie temperature, humidity 

• Where are your orchids located ie outside, undercover, do they receive rain? 

• Will they be hanging pots? if so, pots need a good lip to secure 

• If water well has a transparent reservoir, you can see how much water is left 

• A water well pot does not mean less watering 

• Some orchids need more water than others 

• Don’t water too much (rot problems) but don’t let the well run dry 

• Rehydrate potting media by putting in a larger pot, soaked to brim for several hours 

• After repotting, until new roots get established, recommend staking up new growth (cut pantyhose into 
strips). 
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Jan uses rocks/clay balls in the bottom of the pot with a circle of gutter guard or similar over the top of rocks to 
stop bark/potting mix from falling through. She advised that pots can be purchased from Craig Miles’ Orchids of 
Distinction, garden centres or bargain shops. She also advised of a cheaper DIY alternative (ie cut off the bottom 
of a plastic bottle, fill with rocks, cover with gutter guard, drill holes above rock level and place orchid pot inside 
base of the bottle). 

General Business 

Jane thanked Jan for her presentation. She also thanked Ben Wallace, Mike Pieloor and Tony Tritschler for 
opening their greenhouses for members to view. 

Next show - Jane sought and received interest from members wishing to sell non-orchid plants at the upcoming 
show. 

Next meeting: Scott, Megan and Josh will be discussing their setups for growing orchids in the house.  

Meeting Concluded at 9.30 pm 

 

Owner’s Comments  May Meeting 

 

OPEN Orchid of the Night and Judges’ Choice – 
Hybrid 

Arthurara Sea Snake ‘Unforgettable’ 

Grown by Mike Pieloor 

This is an intergeneric hybrid within the Oncidinae. I 
purchased this about 3.5 years ago from Red Fox 
Orchids. 

I grow this warm and bright along with my other 
Oncidiums. Lots of water and fertiliser while in active 
growth over spring and summer. Less water and no 
fertiliser in winter. Lots of light all year round. I grow this 
in an inorganic mix of scoria, perlite and bark. 

Mike Pieloor 

 

NOVICE Orchid of the Night 

 

Phaphiopedilum insigne 

Grown by Na Khanprasert 
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Popular Vote Results May 2024 

# Class Name Plant Owner 

OPEN 

1 Australian Epiphyte Dendrobium Avril’s Gold ‘Red Legs’ Richard Mayoh 

Others Benched : Den..Saigon; Den..Hilda Poxon; Dockrillia hybrid unknown 

2 Australian Terrestrial Diplodium ophioglossom Ciaran Ernst-Russell 
Others Benched: Diplodium sp aff. obtusum 

3 Cymbidium Cymbidium Toni Benton David Judge 

Others Benched:Nil 

4 Laeliinae Cattlianthe Porcia Tony Trischler 

Others Benched: Cattleya Mini Purple; Rhyncattleanthe Nell Hammer ‘Lemon Delicious’; Rlc. King of 
Taiwan ‘Ta Shin #1’; Pcv. Golden Peacock 

5 Paphiopedilum Paphiopedilum spicerianum Mike Pieloor 

Others Benched : Paph.helenae; :Paph.gratrixianum; Paph. Hung Sheng Jewel x Hung Sheng Citron; 
Paph. spicerianum x2 

6 Monopodial Vandeae Cleisostoma simondii Bill Ferris 

Others Benched : Acampe praemorsa. 

7 Oncidiinae Arthurara Sea Snake ‘Unforgettable’ Mike Pieloor 

Others Benched: Miltonia Sandy’s Cove; Psychopsis Mendenhall ‘Hildos’ 

8 Pleurothallidinae Pleurothallis dilemma Jane Wright 

Others Benched: Trichosalpinx triangulipetala; Restrepia radulifera; Restrepia mendozae 

9 Exotic Dendrobiinae Dendrobium victoria-reginae Brian Shelvey 

Others Benched: Sayeria alexandrae 

13 Exotic terrestrials Stenoglottis longifolia Mike Pieloor 

Others Benched: Stenoglottis longifolia; Stenoglottis Venus 

NOVICE 

15 Australian Native Dend Jonathan’s Glory ‘Dark Joy’ Jacqui and Claire Turner 

 Others Benched: Nil 

19 Any Other Orchid Paphiopedilum insigne Na Khanprasert 

 Others Benched: Phragmipedium Green Hornet; Stenoglotis longifolia. 

   

OPEN Orchid of the Night Arthurara Sea Snake ‘Unforgettable’ Mike Pieloor 

NOVICE Orchid of the Night Paphiopedilum insigne Na Khanprasert 

   

Judges’ Choice - Species Cleisostoma simondii Bill Ferris 

Judges’ Choice – Hybrid Arthurara Sea Snake ‘Unforgettable’ Mike Pieloor 

Judges’ Choice - Specimen Stenoglottis longifolia Mike Pieloor 
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Judges’ Choice - Species 

Cleisostoma simondii 

Grown by Bill Ferris 

This is a division of a plant I bought from Ben Wallace some years ago. 
Although growth has been slow, it has flowered regularly. The name 
‘Cleisostoma’ derives from the Greek words kleistos, meaning ‘closed’ 
and ‘stoma’ meaning ‘mouth. It has been referred to as Vanda 
simondii and Vanda teretifolia (presumably in part reflecting the 
terete shaped leaves) among other names. 

Cleisostoma simondii is a native epiphyte in forests in various 
countries of South-East Asia. While this suggests a tropical monsoon 
climate (dry winter, wet summer), it seems to tolerate a wider range 
of conditions. I keep it fairly damp in winter and although the 
temperature gets down to frost point, it is hung high in the 
greenhouse where it would be warmer and gets some air movement. 

The monopodial growth habit requires a lengthy mount or clipping. It 
can be propagated by taking a cutting of the growth point including a 
root/s. The remaining stem will also produce new growth. 

Bill Ferris 

 

 

Judges’ Choice - Specimen 

Stenoglottis longifolia 

Grown by Mike Pieloor 

A deciduous terrestrial from South Africa. I obtained 
this species as a single growth plant about 8 years ago. I 
suspect it is a tetraploid (4N) form of the species, as the 
flowers and spikes are quite chunky. However, that may 

be because I grow it brighter than other people. 

I grow this cold in my shade house. While I use coarse 
perlite or kanuma, others have good success with this 
in open potting mixes. 

The key to growing a large clump: Do not divide. When 
repotting, try and keep all the tubers together. Or use 
an inorganic mix and avoid repotting for longer. 

Keep moist while growing (Spring through to Autumn). 

Do not water when dormant over winter as this rots the 
top of the tubers. Essential you end up with lots of 
smaller plants. I wait until I see green shoots again 
before commencing watering. Do not over fertilise as the leaf tips can brown. 

Mike Pieloor 
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Popular Vote Results June 2024 

# Class Name Plant Owner 

OPEN 

1 Australian Epiphyte Dendrobium Troppo’s Sunrise ‘Beaming’ Brian Dear 

Others Benched : Den..Stoney Point x Rutherford Starburst, Den. Angellene 

2 Australian Terrestrial Pterostylis collina Mike Pieloor 
Others Benched: Acianthus fornicatus, Aci. scopulus, Pterostylis hamiltonii 

4 Laeliinae Brassocattleya Nakornpathome Silver Mike Pieloor 
Others Benched: Brassocattleya Hawaii Stars ‘Hsinying’ 

5 Paphiopedilum Paphiopedilum insigne Brian Shelvey 
Others Benched : Paphiopedilum villosum; Paph. Hengduan Sweetheart; Paph. Hengduan’s Rotkaeppchen 

6 Monopodial Vandeae Vanda Gracie’s Heartthrob Andrea Robold 
Others Benched : nil 

7 Oncidiinae Psychopsis Mendenhall Mike Pieloor 
Others Benched: Miltonia spectabilis 

8 Pleurothallidinae Pleurothallis dilemma Jane Wright 
Others Benched: Restrepia brachypus; Rstp. trichoglossa x 2, Pleurothallis palliolata  

9 Exotic Dendrobiinae Dendrobium glomeratum Andrea Robold 
Others Benched: nil 

13 Exotic terrestrials Stenoglottis longifolia Bob Forrester 
Others Benched:nil 

14 Any other Orchid Catasetum Brandon Kenwood Andrea Robold 
Others Benched:nil 

 

NOVICE 

15 Australian Native Acianthus pusillus Oliver Sear 
Others Benched: Pterostylis ophioglossa, Ptst. laxa 

16 Cymbidium Cymbidium Paradisian Surprise ‘Dotty Lip’ Bailey Dunn 
Others Benched:nil 

19 Any Other Orchid Phragmipedium Green Hornet James Jonklaas 
Others Benched: Paphiopedilum henryanum 

   

OPEN Orchid of the Night Psychopsis Mendenhall Mike Pieloor 

NOVICE Orchid of the Night Paphiopedilum henryanum James Jonklaas 

   

Judges’ Choice - Species Pleurothallis dilemma Jane Wright 

Judges’ Choice – Hybrid Paphiopedilum Hengduan’s Rotkaeppchen Mike Pieloor 

Judges’ Choice - Specimen Pterostylis collina Mike Pieloor 
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Owner’s Comments June Meeting 

OPEN Orchid of the Night 

Psychopsis Mendenhall ‘Hildos’ FCC/AOC 

Grown by Mike Pieloor 

I bought this as a small mericlone plant from eBay many years ago. It has been in flower on and off for about 4 
years, but this is the first time flowers have been open for a meeting. 

Mix: An open, inorganic mix – I’ve used clay balls and semi-hydroponics with good success but now it is in a 
kanuma/perlite mix. I grow in an inorganic mix because these plants can sulk if their roots rot or are damaged 
when repotting. Inorganic means the mix won’t break down and I do not have to remove the old mix when 
repotting. 

Light: I grow it in good light, but not bright light like Cattleya or other Oncidinae. It seems to prefer a little less 
light. 

Temperature: Warm. The species behind this hybrid come from south America and prefer tropical conditions. My 
plant does not get below 10 degrees in winter. 

Water: During the growing season it gets watered every few days and the base of the pot sits in a saucer of water 
(like a water well). So roots have access to constant moisture. In winter, the saucer is not allowed to retain water 
and the plant is watered every 7-10 days. 

Fertiliser: Weakly, weekly. Along with everything else, it gets a variety of weak fertiliser with each watering. 
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NOVICE Orchid of the Night 

Paphiopedilum henryanum 

Grown by James Jonklaas 

First time flowering for of this paphiopedilum that I bought a couple 

of years ago. This usually sits on that shady paphiopedilum shelf in my 
little green house, minimum 10 degrees. 

 

Judges’ Choice – Species 

Pleurothallis dilemma 

Grown by Jane Wright   

 

 

 

This species comes from Ecuador at about 2000m elevation. It was 
described in 2001. I purchased this plant from Orchid Species Plus in 
2009. I grow it in my montane greenhouse where I keep it cool in 
summer with an evaporative cooler and about 8°C minimum in winter. 

The flower is unremarkable but I love the shape of the leaves. 

 

 

 

 

 

Judges’ Choice – Hybrid 

Paphiopedilum Hengduan’s Rotkaeppchen 

Grown by Mike Pieloor 
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Judges’ Choice – Specimen 

Pterostylis collina ‘Dark form’ 

Grown by Mike Pieloor 

Tubers from this Australian native species 
were sent to me many years ago by Helen 
Richards from the Australasian Native 
Orchid Society (ANOS) in Melbourne. This 
species (and this clone) is available each 
year through the ANOS tuber bank and is a 
great beginner orchid for growing 
terrestrials. 

When I repot (every 1-2 years), I donate 
spares back to the tuber bank or share with 
growers in our society.  Sharing is important 
to ensure the species (and specific clone) 

remain in cultivation. Although they look great now, in a bad year, I could lose them all. Sharing means I can beg 
for some back, so I can grow it again. 

The species is quite variable in colour. I also grow a ‘light form, but the difference between the two clones is not 
dramatic. 

• Mix: A native potting mix with extra coarse sand/stones (for drainage) and leaf mould. Most of   my 
pterostylis are in this mix. 

• Light: Shade to heavy shade. They can tolerate brighter light, but as they grow in leaf litter in gullies and 
under trees, they do better with protection from the sun. 

• Temperature: Cold. In fact, very cold. I grow these natives outside under cover in my shade-house. It gets 
to minus 6⁰ C in winter. But, as long as they are protected from frost, they do not mind. You could grow it 
under trees in your back garden, or under the eaves of the house. 

• Water: This is the trickiest part for success with terrestrials. As with other orchids, it depends on your mix. 
The frequency of your watering also changes based on the time of year. This is because of temperature 
and evaporation changes, and also the growth pattern of the plant. At this time of year I am watering 
every 2-3 weeks. In Autumn and Spring it will be closer to every 1-2 weeks. Summer is less frequent, 
because the tubers are dormant. 

• Fertiliser: A sprinkle of blood and bone in the potting mix at the time of potting up the dormant tubers. 
The leaf mould in the mix also provides nutrients. No additional fertiliser is provided throughout the year.  

 

Members open glasshouse day 

On Sunday 19 May, around 15 society members braved the cool 
and ventured to Bungendore to see Ben’s, Tony’s and Mike’s 
greenhouses. A few things were in flower. Members asked lots 
of questions and were interested to see what was being grown 
and how. It was an informative morning of observing different 
grow spaces and approaches, allowing members to take away a 
few new ideas to try on their own orchids. 

Image shows Mike’s greenhouse. 

Thanks to Tony, Ben and Mike. 
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Library News 
The updated 2024, list of publications is now available on the Society’s website. It consists of 144 books on the 
shelves and 59 packages of periodicals. The books have not been grouped in any specific orchid order. The 
number in the list refers to the shelf they sit on and the book they sit next to. 

The periodicals have been placed in packages according to their year of publication. We have subscriptions to two 
periodicals. The Orchid Digest comes from California and is a very beautiful and well written quarterly publication. 
The other is Orchids Australia, a bimonthly magazine with lots of local information. We receive two freebies, 
Bulletin of the Horticultural Society of Canberra and Gardeners Gazette from the Royal Horticultural Society of 
Victoria. 

Periodicals we no longer subscribe to or where they are no longer published include: 

 Australian Cymbidium Scene, 
 The Orchadian, 
 The Orchid Review, 
 Australian Orchid Review  and 
 Orchids Australia. 
As already mentioned, back copies are held of these periodicals in yearly packages. 

These publications live at my place and members are welcome to arrange a suitable time to visit to browse and 
borrow. Alternatively contact me and I can bring your request to one of the monthly meetings. 

Krysia Szkiela 

librarian@canberraorchids.org  

 

New book on Zygopetalums 

Stephen Monkhouse is a renowned 
Australian orchid hybridist and has just 
written a book entitled, “Zygopetalums 
are Easy to Grow”, detailing the advances 
in hybridising and culture of this group of 
orchids. Check out his Facebook page for 
sample pages at  Stephen-Monkhouse-
orchids  

The book is A5 in size and consists of 60 
pages of excellent information for the 
hobby grower to the more serious 
competition grower as well as judge. Cost 
is $25 plus $3 for postage.  

The society can organise a bulk order if 
members are interested. Please contact 
Krysia on 

librarian@canberraorchids.org  by 
Friday 12th July if you are interested. 
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