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Canberra Spring Show 2022
Saturday 17 September (10 am – 5 pm)
Sunday 18 September (10 am – 3 pm)
Ainslie Football Club, 52 Wakefield Av, Ainslie
(See Pages 11 and 12)

Society meetings
While not in lockdown, meetings are held on the first
Wednesday of each month (except January) at the Ainslie
Football Club, 52 Wakefield Ave, Ainslie, at 7:00 pm for a
7:30 pm start. Visitors are welcome.

Next Meeting
7 September – Jane wright will talk on preparing
orchids for the show and Derek Corrigan will give an
update on the activities of the Conservation Group
5 October – to be advised

Other Upcoming Events
3 - 4 September – Shows by Batemans Bay, Illawarra
and Shoalhaven orchid clubs
7 - 9 October – Southern Orchid Spectacular,
Sutherland (page 11)
8 - 9 October – Albury Wodonga and District show
22 - 23 October – shows by Batemans Bay and
Shoalhaven societies

www.canberraorchids.org
Email: info@canberraorchids.org
facebook.com/CanberraOrchidSociety
instagram.com/canberra_orchids

Orchid Society of Canberra, Inc
PO Box 221 Deakin West ACT 2600
Australia
ABN 34 762 780 850

Disclaimer

Contributions to the next Bulletin

© 2022 The Orchid Society of Canberra. The Orchid Society of
Canberra disclaims liability for any loss, financial or otherwise
caused as a result of the contents of this Bulletin.

Contributions to the Bulletin are welcome and should be emailed
to Geoff Dyne at gdyne@homemail.com.au.
Deadline for November - December edition is 22 October 2022
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From the President
Barring a major outbreak of COVID, it is all go for our Spring Show. Summary information on the show is in this
Bulletin and details on the society website. Several orchid shows that I went to recently were well attended after
the two-year COVID break, a good sign for our show.
I am looking forward to a good showing of native terrestrials this year. The damp winter has encouraged their
growth. This should make for a brilliant field excursion Derek Corrigan is planning for the club.
The Conservation Group will be active in the spring. Derek Corrigan will give an update at our September meeting
on the activities ahead.
I note the OrchidWiz will close at the end of this year. It is very helpful in updating or checking plant names –
especially in tracking the changes of genera names across the multitude of publications.
If anyone has problems with or finds errors in the society website, could you please advise me.
Bill Ferris

Cultural tips for September-October
•

Check your growing location daily to make sure your plants are getting appropriate moisture, warmth and
light.

•

Start to water more often to keep new roots growing. However, be careful of late cold snaps! Take care
watering plants that are leaving dormancy. Pleione and Catasetums can stop root growth if the media is too
wet early in the season.

•

Monitor for pests, including early aphids and munching pests, like spring grasshoppers or caterpillars.

•

Keep your Australian terrestrials moist (but not sodden). Check for slugs and snail damage. Leaves and flower
spikes can be eaten in one night! Also watch out for mealy bugs in Pterostylis and Thelymitra leaf sheaths.
Consider raising your pots or using pest management

•

Check out the Society’s book ‘Growing Orchids in Cool Climate Australia’ for more cultural tips.

Minutes of General Meeting, 6 July 2022
Present: 36 members, Apologies: 14, Visitors: 0
Meeting held at Ainslie Football Club and commenced at 7:40pm.
President Bill Ferris opened the meeting by welcoming all members to the meeting. He also welcomed new
members, Sandra Thomas and Natasha Abbott. Bill enquired about the health of members since the last meeting
commenting on the ongoing impact of COVID on Society members.

Meritorious Service Award - Derek Corrigan
Bill advised that some years ago the Orchid Society of NSW’s Executive decided to cast a medal designed to
acknowledge extraordinary service to the orchid community. The medals are available for all Affiliated Societies
of OSNSW at a maximum of one award per calendar year. In the past, our Society has given eight awards with the
last being in 2012.
The Society is pleased to announce that Derek Corrigan has been awarded this year’s medal for his great effort
and the work he undertakes with the Orchid Conservation Group. Congratulations Derek from OSNSW and the
Canberra Orchid Society!
Bill welcomed Karen Groeneveld as the night’s speaker to be talking on Stanhopeas. Unfortunately, Jacqui and
Claire Turner were unable to attend so Karen had kindly offered to walk through their presentation.
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Presentation by Karen Groeneveld - Stanhopeinae - a weird and wonderful orchid tribe
Karen provided an overview of the classification and characteristics of the stanhopeinae clades including the
Braemia, Gongora, Acineta, Polycycnis, Stanhopea and Houlletia. In particular, she noted what the Stanhopeinae
have in common; they are mostly epiphytes, grow in rain and cloud forests in Central America and the northern
parts of South America and have fascinating pollination strategies.
Their flowers are often pendulous, glossy/waxy, highly perfumed and have
complex floral structures. The plants have evolved to take advantage of their
unique relationship with male bees: the male bee collects perfumed oils and
resins from the orchid to attract female bees and in turn the bee pollinates the
orchid - the ‘slip and fall’ method of pollination.
Jacqui and Claire Turner prepared a slideshow of the stanhopeas they keep
and provided some great tips on how they care for their plants in Canberra
conditions. The crown jewel of their collection is Stanhopea nigroviolacea - a
plant that has been in their family since 1967! In January this year, this plant
had 43 spikes with 86 flowers in total (below). This and other stanhopeas are
grown in an undercover courtyard with a frost blind that is put down every
night in the colder weather and under trees in the garden in the warmer
weather to avoid them getting too hot in the sun. The plants are grown in a
mix of bark and sphagnum moss with the baskets lined with coir. Baskets are
flattened at the bottom or top cut off to create a shallow container which
suits the flowering habit. Plants are fed twice a year with blood and bone.

Open and shallow mesh pots
are available which are
designed to accommodate
the unusual flowering habit
of stanhopea.

A copy of both presentations is available on the Members’ page of the
website. The presentations will also be repeated at the zoom meeting to
held on 23 July 2022.
Stanhopea oculata grown by
Jacqui and Claire Turner

Other matters
•

•

Sales table
o

A number of Stanhopea tigrina plants for sale and suitable pots and wire hangers.

o

Bug Killa (imidacloprid in granular form). Good for many bugs and insect pests but not for vegetable
crops.

o

Committee has decided that members may offer any plants in addition to orchids or products on the sales
table as a trial.

Membership badges - for new members may be collected at the meeting.
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•

Website - The password to the members’ section of the Society’s Website will be changed at the end of July
and financial members will be advised by email of the new password. A reminder to those yet to pay their
renewal fee to do so as soon as possible.

•

Society’s Show - to be held on 17th and 18th September at the Ainslie Football Club. Three judges have been
organised. Krysia is coordinating sponsors and members to help with the event.

Next Meeting
•

7.30pm on 3 August 2022 at the Ainslie Football Club.

Meeting concluded at 9.15pm.

Survey of Members
At a recent monthly meeting of the Orchid Club, members were asked to indicate suggestions for meeting
presentations.
Eight surveys were returned and the responses were very varied. The most common was pests/diseases
and how to deal with them. Pollinators and their symbiotic relationship with orchids as well as native
orchids were also popular. This information was noted by the Committee.

Popular Vote Results July 2022
#
1

Class Name

Plant

Owner

Australian Epiphyte

OPEN
Dendrobium Baumers’ Aussie Fire

Brian Dear

Others Benched: Den. Balnarring ‘2’; Den. Darlington Gold

2
4

Australian Terrestrial
Laeliinae

6

Monopodial Vandeae

8

Pleurothallidinae

Diplodium repandum
Rlc. Goldernell x C. Circle of Life

Karen and Zoe Groeneveld
Jane Wright

Others Benched: Scaphyglottis violacea

Renanthera bella x Rhynchostylis gigantea

Andrea Robold

Others Benched: Angraecum Veitchii

Pleurothallis gargantua

Jane Wright

Others Benched: Masdevallia Angle Dangle; Masd tovarensis; Pleurothalis palliolata;
Porroglossum muscosum

9

Exotic Dendrobiinae

Dendrobium unknown hybrid

Andrea Robold

Others Benched: Den. moniliforme, Sayeria macrophylla

11

Bulbophyllinae

13
14

Exotic Terrestrial
Any Other Orchid

Bulbophyllum spathulatum

Karen and Zoe Groeneveld

Others Benched: Bulb. lindleyanum, Bulb. santosi; Cirr. skeatianum

Stenorrhyncos speciosus
Gongora pleiochroma

Karen and Zoe Groeneveld
Jane Wright

Others Benched: Mediocalcar decoratum

16
19

Cymbidium
Oncidiinae

NOVICE
Cymbidium Yellow River ‘Fleurijn’
Brassia Orange Delight

Nick Westerink
Nick Westerink

ORCHID OF THE NIGHT

OPEN
NOVICE
Species
Hybrid
Specimen

Bulbophyllum spathulatum
Cymbidium Yellow River ‘Fleurijn’
JUDGES’ CHOICE
Mediocalcar decoratum
Renanthera bella x Rhynchostylis gigantea
Bulbophyllum spathulatum
4

Karen and Zoe Groeneveld
Nick Westerink
Karen and Zoe Groeneveld
Andrea Robold
Karen and Zoe Groeneveld
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July Open Orchid of the Night and Judges’ Choice – Specimen
Bulbophyllum lepantense, grown by Karen and Zoe Groeneveld

This Asian species is found growing in light shade in
tropical valleys at elevations of 1000 to 2000m across
much of central to eastern Asia - Assam, the eastern
Himalayas, Sikkim, Myanmar, Laos and Vietnam. It’s
recorded as being a cool-growing epiphyte, but I grow it
successfully in my ‘hot’ house: min. 14oC to max. 33oC
and at least 70% humidity: plenty of water and misting
in summer, with a bit less in winter. All of my orchids
rely predominantly on Magamp in the water stream for
fertiliser (although I do use a slow release Osmocote
when repotting). The rambling growth habit of this
species is best accommodated by growing it on tree-fern as a mounted specimen; I grow it as a raft (lying it
almost horizontal as opposed to hanging it up vertically). This plant has taken 10 years to fill out from a small
piece to the specimen it is today.
Karen Groeneveld
July Judges’ Choice – Species
Mediocalcar decoratum grown by Karen and Zoe Groeneveld
This is a warm to cold growing epiphytic species
from Papua and New Guinea and West Irian,
where it grows in moist and shady locations in
montane forests at elevations of 900 to 2500m.
Best grown on a soft tree-fern mount, it forms a
dense mat of green with the bright bell-shaped
flowers hovering above it, looking like anything
but orchid flowers! The flower shape and colour
suggest it is likely to be bird-pollinated in the
wild. It likes to be kept moist all year and doesn’t
like to be too warm although I grow
itsuccessfully in both my warm 14oC to 33oC) and
my cool (10oC -28oC) greenhouses.
Karen Groeneveld
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July Judges’ Choice – Hybrid
Renanthera bella x Rhynchostylis gigantea grown by Andrea Robold

I'm not very good with vandaceous orchids other than
Phalaenopsis hybrids. There are few other orchids in that
group that have flowered for me. For this reason I
decided to start with hybrids which are often easier to
grow than species orchids. I bought this particular hybrid
from Rosella Orchid Nursery in October last year and it
made the adjustment to living in my glasshouse without
breaking its stride. It lives up underneath one of the
windows where it gets lots of bright light. In summer, I
cover the greenhouse with a 50% aluminet shade cloth;
in winter, it goes without unless it is unusually sunny and
warm. I put bubble wrap on the inside of the greenhouse
for additional insulation. The greenhouse drops to 13
degrees on a cold night in winter (it is a heated
greenhouse). I tend to soak this orchid in a bucket of
water for a few minutes, but I try to keep the leaves dry.
The bark mix it was potted into allows the roots to dry off
quickly. I fertilise it with a slow-release fertiliser: a
sprinkle around spring time and another in mid-summer;
the latter with more potassium to encourage flowering. I
was very surprised when I saw it throw up the flower
spike! I had expected it to sulk at me for a while.
Andrea Robold

Minutes of General Meeting, 3 August 2022
Present: 36 members, Apologies: 8, Visitors: 2
Meeting held at Ainslie Football Club and commenced at 7.40pm.
President Bill Ferris opened the meeting by welcoming all members to the meeting.

Presentation by Peter Coyne - Australia’s amazing orchids
Peter provided an interesting talk on Australia’s
orchids including how extensive research that has
been undertaken in the last 20 years. He
discussed the three main groups of orchids:
terrestrials, epiphytes and lithophytes and where
they are geographically located. He also
discussed their unique pollination strategy which
makes them more efficient than other plants.
Peter noted that orchid seeds are very small –
they have no food reserve which saves the plant
a lot of energy and makes the seed dispersible
(highly efficient for the plant), but it means
another food source is needed for the seed to
grow and this is where the fungus is needed.
Corybas hispidus – a local terrestrial
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Peter’s presentation also provides details of orchids which may
be found in the ACT and local surrounding areas. He
commented on the terrestrials Pterostylis curta and P. coccina
as being good orchids to grow in the ACT. Peter noted that sun
orchids and donkey orchids may also be found in the Black
Mountain Reserve. Some epiphytic orchids such as Cymbidium
suave, thelychitons and dockrillias can be found in coastal
areas around Batemans Bay. A reminder that it is illegal to
remove native orchids from their local habitat.
Peter presentation will be on the members’ page of the
website.
Society’s show update – 17 and 18 September at Ainslie
Football Club
Volunteers: Bill advised that he would be circulating
spreadsheet tables to seek members’ assistance in organising
volunteering at the show. Members are requested to nominate
times and dates where they may be able to volunteer their
time to perform particular tasks. Members are requested to
email Bill details of their availability and the spreadsheet would
be updated in the Member page of the website. A further
update will be provided at the next General Meeting on 7
September 2022.

Pterostylis pedunculata

Judges: Bill advised that the judges for the show would be: Nette Meggetto, David Brooks and Jane D’Olier. In
addition, a novice judge from Bateman Bay would attend together with a judge from Queensland who was
interested in seeing what we grow in our climate. This judge is also seeking good images of jewel orchids - if you
can assist, please contact Jane or Bill.
Bunnings, Fyshwick: Bill advised that Krysia and he will be staffing a table at Bunnings from 10am-4pm on
Saturday, 10 September to display plants, speak with customers and promote our show. If anyone would like to
assist, please contact Bill or Krysia.
Sponsorship: Presently, we have sponsorships from four businesses and are following up several others.
Flyers: Will soon be available.

Other matters
•

Derek Corrigan will soon be leading an excursion looking at native orchids in the local area. Further details will
be available shortly.

•

September General Meeting - Further information about the Show including arrangements for registration
and plant preparation and benching plus an update on the Conservation group activities by Derek Corrigan.

•

Website - The password to the members’ section of the Society’s Website will be changed this weekend. An
email will follow to provide financial members with new login details. NB if members experience issues with
any of the website links or information, please advise Bill.

Next Meeting
•

7.30pm on 7 September 2022 at the Ainslie Football Club.

Meeting concluded at 9.00pm.
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Popular Vote Results: August 2022
#

Class Name

Plant

Owner

1

Australian Epiphyte

OPEN
Dendrobium Starsheen x (Regal Gillieston x
Rutherford Starburst)

Brian Dear

Others Benched: Den. Da-Nang

4

Laeliinae

Isabelia pulchella

Bill Ferris

Others Benched: Rlc. Goldenzelle; Rth. Nell Hammer ‘Lemon Delicious’; Cattleya Spring
March

5

Cypripedioidea

6

Monopodial Vandeae

7

Oncidiinae

Paphiopedilum Doya Green Prince x Alma Gevaert

Ben Wallace

Others Benched: nil

Angraecum Veitchii

Andrea Robold

Others Benched: nil

Oncidesa Sweet Sugar

Tony Tritschler

Others Benched: Onc.cheirophorum; Psychopsis Kahili ‘Green Valley’

8

Pleurothallidinae

Stelis restrepioides ‘Dragonstone’

Bill Ferris

Others Benched : Masd. coccinea; Masd. Angle Dangle; Masd. Andean Adventure

9

Exotic Dendrobiinae

Durabaculum lineale

Mark Clements

Others Benched: Sayeria alexandrae

10

Coelogyninae

Dendrochilum anfractum

Mark Clements

Others Benched: nil

12

Maxillariinae

Maxillaria sophronitis

Jane Wright

Others Benched: nil

13

Exotic terrestrials

Gastrophaius Micro Burst

Jane Wright

Others Benched: Stenorryhchos speciosum

14

Any Other Orchid

Mediocalcar bifolium

Mark Clements

Others Benched: nil

16

Cymbidium

19

Any Other Orchid

NOVICE
Cymbidium unknown hybrid

Megan and Joshua Philips

Others Benched: nil

Coelogyne cristata

Jenny Cooke

Others Benched: nil

OPEN
NOVICE
Species
Hybrid
Specimen

ORCHID OF THE NIGHT
Gastrophaius Micro Burst
Coelogyne cristata
JUDGES’ CHOICE
Sayeria alexandrae
Angraecum Veitchii
Isabelia pulchella
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August Open orchid of the Night
Gastrophaius Micro Burst, grown by Jane Wright
I purchased this plant from the society sale table
from Mike Pieloor 3 years ago. It is a primary hybrid
between Gastrochis pulchra (from Madagascar in
shady humid forest ) and Phaius tankervilleae
(widely distributed through tropical and subtropical
Asia, Pacific islands etc). Both species are quite
adaptable and handle a winter minimum of 10°C
easily. I have found it to be a fast grower and
reliable to flower. I grow it in my shadier warm
greenhouse, more because that’s where I have
space and been successful with it, rather than it
needing the higher winter minimum of 16°C it gets
there. I use a well-draining potting mix (usually a
good quality potting mix with extra sand) with
slow-release fertiliser. I generally cover the soil
with bark nuggets for aesthetics and to suppress
weeds. Because these plants have thin, soft leaves, they are susceptible to scale insects so I have been adding a
pellet of imidacloprid plus fertiliser when I repot and that seems to have fixed the problem.
Jane Wright

August Novice Orchid of the Night
Coelogyne cristata, grown by Jenny Cooke
I have had this orchid for 2-3 years now, having
acquired it at a Society meeting. The plant wasn’t
name tagged so it was a surprise for me when it
flowered this year. While I do not have a
greenhouse at this time, I improvise by keeping the
plant in a shaded fernery during the warmer
months and then bring it inside during the cooler
months. I water regularly during the hotter
weather, more sparingly during winter and fertilise
with a slow-release fertiliser. Having only recently
started growing orchids, the biggest tip I have for
newbies is to not be afraid to ask questions and
seek advice from others in the Society.
Jenny Cooke
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August Judges Choice - Hybrid
Angraecum Veitchii grown by Andrea Robold
I bought this plant near flowering size at an orchid show,
down at the coast. It didn't have a label attached to it, but
I thought it might be an Angraecum. I repotted it into a
clay pot with coarse bark and horticultural charcoal. I gave
it slow release fertiliser, grew it indoors in good light and
watered it well in the summer, holding back a little in
winter. It did well after the repotting which surprised me I understand angraecums can get quite cranky when they
are repotted. I showed it to Mark Fraser and he identified
it as Angraecum Veitchii, a primary hybrid of Angraecum
sesquipedale and Angraecum eburneum. I was able to
confirm this once it flowered. This is the second flowering.
The flowers have a lovely spicy fragrance day and night. It
seems to like its spot in our house and I hope to get it to
flower again.
Andrea Robold

August Judges Choice - Specimen
Isabelia pulchella, grown by Bill Ferris

An interesting and attractive miniature orchid which caught
my eye some years ago at a show at Mingara. I liked the colour and the attractive flowers, but it needs to grow
into a specimen to make a show. The flowers are no bigger than a 5 cent coin but there is only one flower per
bulb.
Originally described as Neolauchea in 1897, it was reclassified as Isabelia in 2001. Its native habitat is reportedly
cool, damp mountains of Brazil with winter rainfall higher than summer.
I have found it grows well here in an unheated (bubble wrap lined) greenhouse. I grow this species on rafts
(horizontal mounts) of the bark of ironbark although I suspect it would take to cork or other rough barks. Being on
rafts means there is little likelihood of the roots rotting with frequent watering and misting while it is easier to
ensure all the mount gets wet. It tends to ramble but can be contained to the mount.
Bill Ferris
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August Judges Choice - Species
Sayeria alexandrae, grown by Jane Wright
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2022 Show Overview
Wednesday 14 Sept
•

10 pm - deadline for entries to be lodged with the registrar Jane Wright (show@canberraorchids.org)
unless otherwise pre-arranged with Jane

Friday 16 Sept
•

10 am - setup of tables, screens etc

•

11 am - 4 pm– delivery of show entries

•

7 pm – judging commences

Saturday 17 Sept
•

10 am - show opens to public

•

5 pm - show closes for the day

Sunday 18 Sept
•

10 am - show opens to public

•

2:45 pm - presentation of prizes

•

3 pm - show closes

Venue
Upstairs entertainment area, Ainslie Football Club, 52 Wakefield Avenue, Ainslie.
Show entries
Details of procedures for registration of plant entries are provided on the website and in the Show Schedule.
The Show Schedule, definitions of entry classes and registration form are on the website and will also be
emailed to members.

•

Please include all plants you might enter – it is easier to delete entries at registration than add extra
entries at the last minute

•

You will be given a printed label for each entry at registration

•

Entries for the miniature classes will be determined by the Marshall

•

If you are uncertain as to what class a plant should be in, contact Jane Wright or Mark Fraser

•

If you are uncertain as to your Novice/Open status, please consult the Member page of the website

Plant Sales
If you are selling plants, please:
•

Ensure the treasure has your banking details so that you can be paid promptly

•

Ensure plants are pest and disease free

•

Include a tag with your name and price in each pot

•

Don’t forget the society charges a 10% commission

Other Matters
Please wear your society shirt and name badge. This helps patrons identify persons they can ask for assistance
and assures your free entry.
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Show Sponsors as at 1 September
Heritage Nursery
30 Robert Boden Grove,
YARRALUMLA ACT 2600
Ph: 0448 007 207
Web: https://heritagenursery.com.au

Willow Park by Heritage Nursery
6 Beltana Rd
PIALLIGO
Web: https://willowparknursery.com.au

Botanical Bookshop
Australian National Botanic Gardens
Clunies Ross St
ACTON ACT 2601
Ph: 6257 3302
Web: www.botanicalbookshop.com.au

Greengold Federation Square
Shop 12 Federation Square
O'Hanlon Place
NICHOLLS ACT 2617
Web: www.greengoldnursery.com.

Bunnings Fyshwick
Corner Collie and Newcastle Street
FYSHWICK ACT 2609
Ph: 02 6206 2700
Web: www.bunnings.com.au

Bunnings Airport
Corner Collie and Newcastle Street
FYSHWICK ACT 2609
Ph: 02 6206 2700
Web: www.bunnings.com.au

Cool Country Natives
5A Beltana Rd
PIALLIGO ACT 2609
Ph: 02 6257 6666
Web: www.coolcountrynatives.com.au

South Pacific Hydroponics
84-86 Wollongong St
FYSHWICK ACT 2609
Ph: 02 6239 2598
Web: www.southpacific hydroponics.com

Johnston's Orchid and Indoor Plant Nurseries
Murphy Rd,
HOUGHTON SA 5131
Ph: (08) 8380 5464

Sim's Orchids and Laboratory Services
Ph: 08 838 8822
email: simsorch@bigpond.com

Impress Printers
Unit 2, 55 Townsville Street,
FYSHWICK ACT 2609
Web: www.impressprinters.net.au

Additional lighting supplied by
Academy of Interactive Entertainment
Canberra Office 49 Phillip Ave
WATSON ACT 2602
email: canberra@aie.edu.au

Canberra’s oldest Garden Centre with a
fresh look.
Now owned and managed by Heritage
Nursery
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