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Society meetings
Meetings are now held on the first Wednesday of each
month (except January) at the Ainslie Football Club,
52 Wakefield Ave, Ainslie, at 7:00 pm for a 7:30 pm start.
Visitors are welcome.

Next Meeting
Wednesday 5 May 2021 at the Ainslie Football Club.
Mark Clements to talk about the genus
Bulbophyllum. Details on page 4.
Note the new starting time:
* 7:00 pm for a 7:30 pm start *

Upcoming Events
14-16 May: Orchids out West CANCELLED
Hawkesbury Race Club, Clarendon, NSW
2 June (Wed): Society Meeting
Ainslie Football Club, 7:00pm for a 7:30pm start.
AGM followed by Ben Wallace talking about CAM in
orchids. Details on page 4.
22-23 June 2021: Orchid Conservation Symposium
A free, online event. Details on page 5.
26-27 June: Mingara Orchid Club Fair & Show
Mingara Recreation Club, Mingara Drive, Tumbi
Umbi, NSW, Australia. Details on page 5.

Orchid Society of Canberra, Inc
PO Box 221 Deakin West ACT 2600
Australia
ABN 34 762 780 850

Disclaimer

Contributions to the next Bulletin

© 2021 The Orchid Society of Canberra. The Orchid Society of
Canberra disclaims liability for any loss, financial or otherwise
caused as a result of the contents of this Bulletin.

Contributions to the Bulletin are welcome and should be emailed
to Karen Groeneveld at groeneveld@internode.on.net
Deadline for Jun-July edition is Wed 16 June 2021.
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From the Vice-President
How quickly the weather turned! I hope
all your orchids made it indoors or at
least to a more protected spot in the
garden. Don't forget to check for pests!
For example, our guinea pigs live
indoors and we bring them fresh grass
each day. You can imagine my dismay
when I got up one morning to find an
orchid bud nibbled off by a snail which
must have come in with the grass!
I thoroughly enjoyed the March meeting
with the three different aspects of
Cattleya culture. I'd like to thank Bill,
Rob and Jane for their entertaining and
informative presentations, and am
looking forward to Rob's future Cattleya
updates. Thank you also to all members
in the room who asked questions or
contributed with their own experiences
to round off this meeting.

Dendrobium Blue Moon x Dendrobium Sedge Field
grown by Rob Rough
Orchid of the Night (Open) & Judges’ Choice Specimen, March
(Photo: Zoe Groeneveld)

Jane's presentation on pleurothallids was very informative and fun. After my failures with growing Masdevallia, I'm
now feeling compelled to give them another go. How about yourself? Are you growing enough pleuros? Do you
want to give them a chance?

Membership subscriptions
now due
The membership year begins 1 May, so
renewal of your membership subscription is
now due.
Single: $25.00; Family or Joint: $30.00;
Junior (younger than 17 years and full time
students): $5.00
Pay by direct transfer to our bank account:
Orchid Society of Canberra Inc.
Westpac Bank
BSB: 032719
Account Number: 620848
Please include your surname in the bank’s
‘reference’ field.
Or you can pay the Treasurer, Jane Wright, at
the May meeting.

I hope that you can all join us for the May meeting when
Mark Clements will talk about Bulbophyllum - a large and
complex genus with some of the weirdest (and smelliest)
flowers you’ll ever encounter!
I’d encourage everyone to attend the June meeting when
we have our Annual General Meeting - I promise we will
keep the formalities as short as possible (I heard our record
was 10 minutes), but we need to elect the Committee for
2021-22 and Jane Wright will report briefly on the Society’s
financial status. Last year’s AGM Minutes were published in
the Bulletin of July-August 2020, if you wish to review them
prior to the upcoming AGM. Your involvement in seeing us
through the formalities will be rewarded by a presentation
on CAM in orchids by Ben Wallace. What is CAM and how
does it make orchids so tough? You will find out about this
very important adaptation to dry environments during the
June meeting.
Nominations are now open if you would like to join the
Committee in 2021-22 – we need two new Committee
members and I hope you will consider joining us. The
Committee is a group of members who work together to
drive the direction of our Society and to organise the talks,
events and other member-privileges we all enjoy.
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Nomination for the Committee is open to any member, and is a great way for newer members to become more
involved in the Society. You don’t have to be an expert orchid grower – just have an interest in what we do as a
society. While there are some ‘named’ positions, like Treasurer, Secretary and President, we share many activities,
and everyone has something to do. We generally meet once a month to discuss Society matters and have lots of
fun (and yummy suppers) along the way. If you want to be involved, please send a nomination form (later in the
Bulletin) to Bill Ferris by 22 May, or chat with one of the current Committee members. We’re a friendly bunch!
We are also looking for a new Bulletin Editor (see later in the Bulletin), as Karen steps down for a break. Please let
me or another Committee member know if you are interested in taking on this important role.
Facebook and Instagram have recently become
important in promoting the role and activities of our
Society, and the magic of orchids. We would like to
be able to use them more, particularly in this COVID
era of reduced physical interactions. If you have
experience in using either/both Facebook and
Instagram and would like to help us maintain our
profile and encourage interest in the Society, please
let me know. We are also looking for members to
volunteer to help with storing some Society items
and to assist with promotion of our Show - more
details later in the Bulletin.
I should take this opportunity to remind you that
our new financial year starts on 1 May, and
outstanding membership fees need to be paid.
Information about the fees and society account
number are in this Bulletin.
Finally, please let me know if there is an orchid topic
you would like to hear more about, and we will try
to find a speaker!
Happy orchid growing!

Bulbophyllum rothschildianum, grown by Jane Wright
Orchid of the Night (Open), April
(Photo: Zoe Groeneveld)

New Members
Welcome to the following new members:
• Thomas & Kate Abhayaratna
• Julieanne & Natalie Turner
• Adrian & Anne Walter
• Jean Egan
We hope you will enjoy a long and rewarding
association with the Society. Please don’t hesitate
to contact a member of the Committee if you need
advice or help settling in.

Cattlianthe Chocolate Drop ‘Kokodama’
grown by Tony Tritschler
Judges’ Choice Hybrid, April
(Photo: Zoe Groeneveld)
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Upcoming Events
Our May meeting will be held at the Ainslie
Football Club on Wednesday 5 May, upstairs
where we have our show. You will need to
sign in at the desk at the entrance to the
club. As we did last month, we will be
starting the meeting earlier. Sales table and
benching will be available from 7:00 pm,
with the meeting to start at 7:30 pm.
Please let Jane Wright know if you plan to
join the group for dinner in the restaurant
downstairs at 6pm, so she can ensure we
have an ample reservation.
The topic for our May meeting is the genus
Bulbophyllum, presented by Dr Mark
Cattleya perrini, grown by Bill Ferris
Clements. This talk is sure to be of interest
Judges’ Choice Specimen, April
to the Society members who already grow
(Photo: Zoe Groeneveld)
bulbophyllums, and will hopefully inspire
others to take up the challenge; without a doubt, it will generate plant-lust for many! The genus Bulbophyllum,
with some 2,200 species, is the second largest genus of flowering plants. Bulbophyllums, as we currently know
them, are distributed world-wide, with the greatest diversity in tropical Asia. Mark will talk about these amazingly
varied and, frankly, weird (and often smelly) orchids. Their current taxonomic classification as a single genus is the
subject of much debate, and Mark will explore this subject in the context of Australian species and their
relationships with other members of this complex group. Expect a wealth of awe-inspiring photos.

Our June meeting will be held at the AFC on Wednesday 2 June. 7:00 pm for a 7:30 pm start. Contact Jane if you
plan to join the group for dinner at the AFC at 6:00 pm.
The meeting will commence with the Annual
General Meeting, which necessitates the
election of the Committee and office bearers
for 2021-22 (Peter Coyne will again act as
Returning Officer) and a short presentation
outlining the Society’s financial position by the
Treasurer. Members will also be asked to
accept the minutes of last year’s AGM, which
were published in the Bulletin of July-August
2020, if you wish to review them.
Following the (hopefully short) formal
proceedings for the evening, Ben Wallace will
give a presentation on how epiphytic orchids
have adapted so well to the constraints of their
environment:
Cattleya Bob Betts x Cattleya Okami x intermedia fm alba,
grown by Rob Rough
Judges’ Choice Hybrid, March
(Photo: Zoe Groeneveld)
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To Resolve a Conflict
Green plants make their own food in a long and
complicated
chemical
process
called
photosynthesis. The most important chemical
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ingredients are water and the gas carbon dioxide and the energy needed to drive the reactions comes from
sunlight. Epiphytic plants, including orchids, are, in an evolutionary sense, locked into a small growth habit
and thus are unable to have roots in the ground and reach up to the sunlight at the same time. So, these
plants grow on the branches of bigger plants where they can reach the light, but have to use special ways
to obtain water and to use it efficiently. In turn, this involves keeping the inside of the leaf sealed off from
the outside environment where and when (ie, during the day) the air may have too strong an evaporative
power. So how does our plant take in its much-needed carbon dioxide???
Come and hear the resolution of this conundrum at our June meeting at the Ainslie footy club.
22-23 June 2021: Online Orchid Conservation Symposium,
hosted by the Australian Network for Plant Conservation Inc.
This symposium is free and open to anyone who is interested.
There will be a presentation on a project that our Society’s
Conservation group members participated in. For more
information see https://www.anpc.asn.au/projects/preventingextinction-in-bushfire-affected-orchids/.
26-27 June (Sat-Sun): Mingara Orchid Club Fair and Show.
Mingara Recreation Club, Mingara Drive, Tumbi Umbi, NSW
(Central Coast); Saturday 26th June – 9am to 4pm; Sunday 27th
June – 9am to 3pm
There will be 21+ Vendors from around Australia selling plant
and orchid accessories, General and Specialist Orchid Societies
putting on a great show that will be judged by Australian Orchid
Council Judges and a number of other displays such as Bonsai as
well as the usual orchid 'how to' talks over the weekend. For
updates see the Mingara Orchid Club Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/mingaraorchids/community/
14-16 May 2021: Orchids out West: CANCELLED (was to be held at the Hawkesbury Race Club, Clarendon, NSW).
The Spring Show 2021
As previously mentioned, the committee is planning for a
normal show, but If circumstances change, we will adjust
accordingly. Jane Wright will be show convenor and is
looking for members to join the show committee.
If you are interested in helping out, please contact Jane.

Growing Competition
Society T-Shirts
Are you interested in buying a Society T-shirt?
We encourage members to wear them at official
functions, like our annual Show, to stand out
from the crowd. The Committee is currently
organising to purchase a new batch of shirts, so
please let Jane Wright or another member of
Committee know what size you would like.

With all the disruption to meetings over the last year, the
growing competition plants were all but forgotten. So, to get
us back on track, we ask that everyone bring in their
Thelychiton speciosus seedlings (given out at the October
2019 meeting) to the June 2021 meeting and we'll see how
18 months growing has gone. Best grown plant gets a prize!
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Request for Volunteers
There’s a lot to do to keep our Society functioning
well, particularly managing our physical assets, our
public profile and communications stream, and
ensuring that our annual Show is successful and wellattended by the public. To take the pressure off the
limited number of Committee members, we are
asking for help from members to assist with the
following roles:
Social Media input/oversight:
Social media has become an important part of our strategy to promote the Society and encourage younger
members. We’d like current members to become involved in helping us keep an active profile by contributing to
posts, including: advertising our meetings; adding photos of some of the stunning orchids benched at meetings and
the show; photos of interesting orchids that
members have flowering in between meetings;
posting articles that orchid enthusiasts might be
interested in… on:
• Facebook
• Instagram
2021 Show:
• Advertising – someone to liaise with radio
stations, magazines, newsletters etc to
advertise our September show. Requires
input well ahead of the Show.
• Coordination of sponsorships – someone
to manage efforts to seek sponsorship
from nurseries and other relevant
businesses around the ACT (you may
want to organise a group of willing
helpers to cover the region).
Storage:
• Tables – fold up tables we used for
benching at the church. We’d love to get
them out of the church and have them
accessible for workshops, sales etc.
• Library cupboard – the library cupboard is
currently sitting in the church where it is
inaccessible to members, and it can’t be
housed at the AFC where we can access it
during meetings. If you have space to
store the library cupboard and are willing
to bring books in to meetings (based on
prior request from members), we would
love to hear from you! Please help us get
our library up and going again.

We Need You!

BULLETIN EDITOR - position vacant!
Are you enthusiastic about the Society?
Do you have experience in Microsoft Word?
or desktop publishing?
Like writing and working with orchid people?
Some time to spare every couple of months?
Karen Groeneveld is taking a break from the role of Bulletin
Editor, so we need someone else to take on this vital role.
If you enjoy word processing and have the time to
coordinate input from contributors to produce the Bulletin
every second month, we’d love to hear from you.
Creative flair is welcome but not essential!
Please contact Karen or another member of Committee if
you are interested or would like more information.
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Culture tips May–June
•

Water to ensure enough moisture for your growing conditions. This time of year is challenging as we often have
warm autumn days, but very cold nights. As a general rule, less water is better in cooler conditions. Ease back
watering on your Australian Dendrobiums as their growths mature. Some plants that require dormancy (like
Catasetinae and Pleione) or require a dry period to initiate flowering (like softcane Dendrobium) should have
their watering reduced or even withheld. By contrast, keep water up to your Australian terrestrials. But be
careful to ensure good airflow and prevent pots sitting in afternoon sun – black plastic and wet mix can rot or
cook your tubers.

•

As you ease back water, reduce fertiliser. Your plants will generally slow down over winter, so will have less
need for nutrients. Use a fertiliser that orchids can tolerate. Always follow the instructions.

•

Make sure your warmer growing plants have the right temperature conditions overnight. Move orchids at risk
of first damage to more sheltered locations. Under covered areas or out of the wind against house walls.

•

Check your Cymbidiums to see if they have flower spikes. To get the best presentation from your plants, the
spikes will need to be staked when roughly 10cm long.

•

Monitor for pests that are active in the cooler months. Fungus gnats and mites are active now. You can grow
sundews to help manage many pests.

•

Bring your plant along to our next meeting if you are unsure how to care for it.

•

Check out our book ‘Growing Orchids in Cool Climate Australia’ for more cultural tips, including instructions for
staking those Cymbidium spikes.

Minutes of General Meeting, 3 March 2021
Present: 37; Apologies: 8; Visitors: 0
Meeting commenced 7:40pm, chaired by VicePresident, Andrea Robold.
Prior to the presentation on Growing Cattleyas by
Rob Rough, Bill Ferris outlined the Lealiinae/Cattleya
classification. Bill noted that Cattleya had not been
immune from changes in the classification of species
over the years. With the advance in DNA analysis it
was hoped that the classification would settle down.
The latest classification based on DNA is presented in
Reaching a compromise between conflicting nuclear
and plastid phylogenetic trees: a new classification
for the genus Cattleya (Epidendreae; Epidendroideae;
Orchidaceae) Cássio van den Berg, 2014, although it
has yet to be recognised by KEW.
It was noted that all cattleyas are endemic to the
tropical Americas: particularly Mexico and Brazil,
with significant diversity throughout the Andes of
northern and western South America and the
Atlantic coastal regions of Brazil. They occur in a wide
range of habitats, from dry to wet, low to mid
elevation woodlands and montane forests. As such,
Cattleya species are adapted to a wide range of
temperatures.

Stenoglottis longifolia, grown by Karen & Zoe Groeneveld
Judges’ Choice Species, March
(Photo: Zoe Groeneveld)

7

May-June 2021
However, it is difficult to mimic the natural conditions for Cattleya in the Canberra climate. Shade for Rob’s plants
is provided by deciduous trees in summer, while in winter he uses shade cloth to reduce light. Rob does not have
vents in the roof of his greenhouse, as he feels this lets too much humidity escape with the hot air in summer.
However, he is careful not to let humidity levels get above about 45%, as this causes problems with fungal diseases.
To improve light distribution, Rob has white pebbles on the floor of his greenhouse, with plastic sheeting under half
to get higher humidity in that part of the greenhouse for other orchid species. Rob varies bench heights to get as
much light as possible - benches are lower on the bright (northern) side of his greenhouse. Rob uses a fan heater
at night in the winter to keep the temperature above about 8oC.
While cattleyas like winter to be drier than
summer, it is important not to let the potting
mix dry out completely in Canberra because it
is difficult to re-wet the mix. Rob likes to feel
the weight of the pot when watering, to assess
whether the mix is wet enough. Of course
bigger pots are slower to dry out. Rob noted
that cattleyas grow better for him in pots than
on mounts. The potting mix should be
sufficiently open so that the cattleya roots grow
out the bottom of the pot. The mix should be
coarser for larger growing cattleyas. Rob has
recently been experimenting including crushed
peat in the potting mix. Results were mixed and
he thought the properties of the peat varied
between lots.
Rob uses Yates liquid orchid fertiliser, about
once a month during the growing season.
Cattleyas only flower once on new growth, so
it’s important to keep plants producing strong
new shoots.
Aliceara Marfitch ‘Howards Dream’, grown by Bill Ferris
Reserve Champion Orchid, Hort Society Autumn Show, March

In answering a question about why the names
of plants change, Jane said that under the
(Photo: Karen Groeneveld)
International Cultivation Registration Authority
(ICRA) and the International Code of Nomenclature for algae, fungi and plants, the RHS is the Registrar for several
groups of cultivated plants, including orchid hybrids – known as the International Orchid Register. The aim is to
ensure that names are made in accordance with the relevant rules and not duplicated. There can be no final arbiter
of species names, as it is an evolving scientific process, subject to the International Code of Nomenclature. However,
KEW has taken on that role through its publication of the World Checklist of Selected Plant Families (WCSP), to the
delight or dismay of orchid researchers (depending on whether KEW “accepts” the scientific research or not).
Jane Wright demonstrated the deflasking of two flasks of Cattleya seedlings into compots (companion pots, with
multiple babies), and encouraged members to help. Jane will care for the plants until they are ready to repot and
then they will be made available to members, in another growing competition.
Andrea thanked members for responding to the survey on the meeting venue. A number of considerations lead the
committee to decide to stay at the AFC with meetings on the first Wednesday of the month. Jane announced the
club had been booked for the year. Andrea confirmed that we are proceeding with plans for a show open to the
public this year, depending of course on virus developments. She encouraged members to enter plants in the
Horticultural Society show at the weekend.
Meeting closed 10pm.
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Popular Vote Results: March 2021
#
Class Name
Plant
OPEN
1
Australian Epiphyte
Cadetia taylori
Others Benched: Dendrobium Grace Robinson; Cadetia funiformis;
2
3
4
6
7
9
11

12
13
14

Owner
Jane Wright

Australian Terrestrial
Chiloglottis sylvestris
Bill Ferris
Others Benched: nil
Cymbidium
Cymbidium Golden Elf ‘Sundust’
Ben Wallace
Others Benched: nil
Laeliinae
Cattleya Mini Jewel
Bob Rough
Others Benched: Cattleya Bob Betts x Cattleya Okami x intermedia fm alba;
Monopodial Vandeae
Vanda falcata
Bill Ferris
Others Benched: Acampe rigida
Oncidiinae
Aliceara Marfitch ‘Howards Dream’
Bill Ferris
Others Benched: nil
Exotic Dendrobiinae
Dendrobium Blue Moon x Sedge Field
Bob Rough
Others Benched: Coelandria victoriae-reginae; Dendrobium pristinum
Bulbophyllinae
Bulbophyllum appendiculatum
Karen and Zoe Groeneveld
Others Benched: Bulb. elevatopunctatum; Bulb. monanthum x2; Bulb. digoelense; Bulb. medusae;
Bulb. pleurothallidanthum;Bulb. stenopetalum;Bulb. scaberulum
Maxillariinae
Maxillaria striata
Geoff Dyne
Others Benched: Maxillaria schunkeana; Max. triloris; Max. variabilis
Exotic terrestrials
Habenaria medusae
Karen and Zoe Groeneveld
Others Benched: Stenoglotis longifolia
Any Other Orchid
Oberonia myosurus
Karen and Zoe Groeneveld
Others Benched: Polystachya galeata

OPEN Orchid of the Night
Judges’ Choice - Species
Judges’ Choice - Hybrid
Judges’ Choice - Specimen

Dendrobium Blue Moon x Dendrobium
Sedge Field
Stenoglottis longifolia
Cattleya Bob Betts x Cattleya Okami x
intermedia fm alba
Dendrobium Blue Moon x Dendrobium
Sedge Field

Bob Rough
Karen and Zoe Groeneveld
Bob Rough
Bob Rough

Notes on the Judges Choice Species:

Stenoglottis longifolia, grown by Karen and Zoe
Groeneveld.
This hanging orchid display started life some years ago as a
Japanese moss ball, or Kokedama, made by Zoe to grow a
small cyclamen. Moss balls are made with a core of soil
(into which the tuber is placed), wrapped up with
sphagnum or bush-moss and tied around with string.
Hanging in the same greenhouse in which I had
Stenoglottis growing, it clearly provided the perfect habitat
for Stenoglottis seed to germinate. Now both the
Stenoglottis and the cyclamen grow happily together, each
flowering in their time.
Habenaria medusae, grown by Karen & Zoe Groeneveld
Exotic terrestrials Popular Vote, March
(Photo: Karen Groeneveld)
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Results of the Horticultural Society Autumn Flower Show: 6-7 March 2021
Autumn Flower Show, March 2021
Section A:Open
Vandaceous Alliance
136 Vandaceous alliance species

1
2

Vanda falcata
Phalaenopsis deliciosa

Bill Ferris
Jane Wright

Vanda falcata

Bill Ferris

1

Aliceara Marfitch ‘Howards Dream’

Bill Ferris

1
2
1
2

Restrepia muscifera
Restrepia brachypus
Masdevallia Vin Rouge
Masdevallia Zoe

Jane Wright
Jane Wright
Jane Wright
Jane Wright

Masdevallia Vin Rouge

Jane Wright

1
2

Cadetia wariana
Ceraia acerosa

1
2

Stenoglottis longifolia
Maxillaria variabilis

Jane Wright
Mark Fraser and Sandra
Corbett
Karen and Zoe Groeneveld
Karen and Zoe Groeneveld

Maxillaria variabilis

Karen and Zoe Groeneveld

Cattleya Dendi’s Song
Stanhopea oculata

John and Lyn Anderson
Jacqui Turner

Champion Orchid

Stenoglottis longifolia

Karen and Zoe Groeneveld

Reserve Champion Orchid

Aliceara Marfitch ‘Howards Dream’

Bill Ferris

Champion Specimen Orchid

Vanda falcata

Bill Ferris

Best specimen Classes 136 - 139
Oncidium Alliance
141

Oncidium Hybrid

146

Pleurothallid Alliance
Other Pleurothallid Species

148

Hybrid – less than 30cm
Best specimen Classes 145 - 148

150

Orchid not otherwise
specified
Dendrobium alliance species

153

Any other orchid species
Best specimen Classes 149 - 153

Section B: Novice
154 Cattleya alliance
159 Orchid not otherwise
specified

1
1

Minutes of General Meeting, 7 April 2021
Present: 31; Apologies: 11; Visitors: 5
Meeting commenced 7:30pm, chaired by Vice-President,
Andrea Robold.
Andrea welcomed members and visitors to the meeting.
Andrea reminded members that membership renewals
became due at the end of April and then invited Jane
Wright to give her presentation on pleurothallids.
Jane was enthusiastic about pleurothallids as they are
marvellous little plants with brightly coloured flowers.
Cymbidium Golden Elf ‘Sundust’, grown by Ben Wallace
Cymbidium Popular Vote, March
(Photo: Karen Groeneveld)
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Pleurothallids as a group include thousands of
species and are currently subject to analysis
and likely changes to their classification.
Pleurothallids have no pseudobulbs and,
preferring cooler more humid conditions,
typically grow in mist/mountainous regions.
The pleurothallid alliance currently includes the
genera:
• Masdevallia – probably the best known
with about 500 species
• Dracula – over 100 species, most noted
for their inflorescences growing
downwards (so grow in baskets)
• Restrepia – about 40 species, will
tolerate drier and hotter conditions
than most pleurothallids
• Dryadella – more than 40 species, small
tufted plants
• Lepanthes – over 700 species of tiny
plants with tiny flowers
• Scaphosepalum – about 30 species
from cool moist cloud forests
• Stellis – approximately 500 species
showing great variation
• Zootrophium – about 20 species with
flowers that never fully open, and
• Pleurothallis – over 2,000 species in 25
genera or subgenera.

Paphiopedilum henryanum, grown by David Judge
Judges’ Choice Species, April
(Photo: Zoe Groeneveld)

Pleurothallids often pose difficulties for judges because of the great
variations in their shape and colours and floriferousness – generally
pleurothallids are unlikely to win Champion of the Show.
Jane commented that pleurothallids are not difficult to grow. Most (but
not all) come from cloud forests, and will grow with a winter minimum
temperature of 4oC and a summer maximum below 30oC. They need to
be kept cool in summer – use an evaporative cooler and keep them in
a shady place. Repotting is best done in autumn or spring. Various
potting media or mixes of media such as sphagnum moss, fine bark,
coir and perlite can be used. Plants should be fertilised regularly
especially if grown in sphagnum. The main pests are scale and false
spider mite. Jane suggested that Masdevallia hybrids are the best
plants to start with if you are not already growing pleurothallids – to
avoid disappointment, don’t start with Dracula or Lepanthes.
Andrea advised that the society still has 60 metres of bubble wrap, so
with colder weather coming now is the time to insulate glasshouses.
Andrea also noted the speaker for the next meeting will be Mark
Clements on the topic of Bulbophyllum.
Paraprosophyllum jeaneganiae
Namadgi National Park
(Photo: Derek Corrigan)

Meeting closed 9pm.
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Popular Vote Results: April 2021
#
Class Name
Plant
OPEN
1
Australian Epiphyte
Diplodium laxum
Others Benched: Diplodium laxum
4
5
7
8

9

10
11

13
14

Owner
Karen and Zoe Groeneveld

Laeliinae
Cattlianthe Chocolate Drop ’Kodama’
Tony Tritschler
Others Benched: Cattleya perrini; Cattleya Chief Gem ‘Red Jewel’
Cypripedioidea
Paphiopedilum henryanum
David Judge
Others Benched: Paphiopedilum spicerianum; Paphiopedilum wardii
Oncidiinae
Brassia gireoudiana
Geoff Dyne
Others Benched: Miltonia Belle Glade; Miltonia clowesii.
Pleurothallidinae
Masdevallia Vin Rouge
Jane Wright
Others Benched: Restrepia sp;Octomeria sp;Masd.Thea;Pleurothallis viduata; Platystele stenostachya;
Restrepia elegans’JW’
Exotic Dendrobiinae
Dendrobium bilobulatum
Mark Fraser and Sandra
Corbett
Others Benched:nil
Coelogyninae
Coelogyne mooreana
Geoff Dyne
Others Benched:nil
Bulbophyllinae
Bulbophyllum rothschildianum
Jane Wright
Others Benched: Bulb.saltatorum; Bulb.Jersey; Bulb. dearei; Bulb.rothschildianum; Bulb. Michael
Wright; Bulb. digoelense; Bulb. fritillariiflorum ‘Roger’; Bulb guttulatum.
Exotic terrestrials
Stenoglottis longifolia
Bill Ferris
Others Benched: Spathoglottis plicata; Spathoglottis Mello Yellow; Cynorkis fastigiata
Any Other Orchid
Dendrochilum magnum
Geoff Dyne
Others Benched: Coelia macrostachya

OPEN Orchid of the Night
Judges’ Choice - Species
Judges’ Choice - Hybrid
Judges’ Choice - Specimen

Bulbophyllum rothschildianum
Paphiopedilum henryanum
Cattlianthe Chocolate Drop ‘Kodama’
Cattleya perrini

Jane Wright
David Judge
Tony Tritschler
Bill Ferris

Notes on the Judges Choice Species:

Paphiopedilum henryanum, grown by David Judge.
This is a lovely compact species of slipper orchid from northern
Vietnam and southern China. It has a very distinctive pink pouch
which is generally passed down to its hybrids. This species was only
discovered in the 1980's and was named after the orchid hunter
Henry Azadehdel who introduced this species into Europe. Like a lot
of Paphiopedilum species, it is classified as critically endangered by
the IUCN and continues to decline.
I grew this plant from flask and have flowered it a few times now. This
was the best it had ever flowered as the flower was bigger with better
shape. This is not a difficult species to grow as long as you provide its
basic needs. I grow it on the top bench in relatively bright light. I keep
the minimum temperature at around 15oC and the maximum temps
in summer in the low to mid-thirties. I currently grow this plant in a
basket in which it seems to have particularly thrived.
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Paraprosophyllum stipatum
Namadgi National Park
(Photo: Derek Corrigan)
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Conservation Group Report
By Derek Corrigan
The 2019-20 Spring and Summer was one of fires. We endured months
of smoke and fires, but the ACT escaped a serious fire incident until
Namadgi National Park burnt. The Namadgi fires started on the afternoon
of 27 January last year and burnt for much of February, so we have
recently passed the 12 months anniversary of those fires. There were so
many fires during the 2019-20 Spring and Summer that it would be easy
to forget how late in the season the Namadgi fire occurred, and the orchid
species that grow and flower late in Summer were potentially the most
directly affected. Our survey work started at the end of Winter when we
could first enter the burnt areas. We visited many areas during Spring and
early Summer, mostly observing species which would have finished
flowering etc by the time of the Namadgi fire.
Our survey efforts have helped to reveal some interesting finds including
a species recently named Paraprasophyllum stipatum, in David Jones’
new book, at a new location at Honeysuckle Creek. Our surveys have
helped to expand the known distribution and number of plants of this
species. Another species we all saw for our first time was the
Paroprasophyllum jeaneganiae, named by David Jones in honour of Jean
Paraprosophyllum jeaneganiae
Egan. This species is currently known only in one location and
Namadgi National Park
represented by very few plants, which makes it possibly the most
(Photo: Derek Corrigan)
vulnerable of all the species observed. At the end of a long day we were
all very excited when we found this species for the first time, but nobody more than Jean who had never seen it
before.
Corunastyllis ectopa is another species for which new locations
were found. Following Dr Mark Clements’ confirmation of this
species, it is possible that these new populations are our most
significant find to date. This species, believed to be endemic to
the ACT, has previously only been known from a single location
in the northern Namadgi Park. Up until now this species has been
considered extremely rare and appropriately protected. The new
locations found are in the southern Namadgi and following the
fires it has flowered this year in good numbers. The security of
this species must have now received a great boost. While the
exact extent of the new populations is yet to be fully determined,
we should rightfully be proud to have assisted in this find.

Corunastylis ectopa
Namadgi National Park
(Photo: Derek Corrigan)

The Conservation Group has previously reported on collaborative
activities undertaken by our members in the Mountains near
Tumbarumba following the 2019-20 fires. Our members assisted
with a project entitled ‘Preventing Extinction in Bushfire Affected
Orchids’ that was funded by a Federal Grant under the Wildlife
and Habitat Bushfire Recovery Program. The lead for the project
is Latrobe University with the project partners being Royal
Botanic Gardens Victoria, Adelaide Botanic Gardens, Australasian
Native Orchid Society (Victorian Group) Inc., Native Orchid
Society of South Australia, The Australian Network for Plant
Conservation, and the Australian National Botanic Gardens.
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The results of this project will be presented at an Orchid Conservation Symposium to be held online on 22-23 June
2021. This symposium is free and open to anyone who’s interested in tuning in to the talks, so save the date and
subscribe to the mailing list (at the following URL) for updates. Further information is available at
https://www.anpc.asn.au/projects/preventing-extinction-in-bushfire-affected-orchids/.
Our efforts have already achieved results, as well as revealing areas that need further study and exploration.

News from the Australian Orchid Foundation
The Australian Orchid Foundation recently circulated its annual
newsletter, which you can find in the members’ section of our
website. Key points of interest include:
•

The 2021 AOF Essay Prize – topic for this year is Getting young people involved with orchids. There are
three prizes on offer - $350, $250 and $150. Entries close on 30 June 2021. Send your entry to
aof@australianorchidfoundation.org.au, or by mail to AOF Essay Prize P.O. Box 440, Yarra Glen Vic. 3775.
Please include your name, address and telephone contact. For Rules and further information, see the AOF
March mailout in the members’ section of our Society’s website.

•

The Australian Orchid Foundation runs an international seed bank to promote and facilitate the
propagation and conservation of orchid species. The Orchid Species Seed Bank urgently requires more
fresh seed. For instructions on how to pollinate your orchids to produce viable capsules, how to estimate
when they are ripe, and how and where to send the mature capsules, see the AOF March mailout in the
members’ section of our Society’s website.

•

The AOF Memorial Orchid Garden is a register to pay tribute to those who have passed away. Donations to
the Memorial Orchid Garden are deductible for taxation purposes and the minimum entry to the register is
a donation of $100-00. The register records an image and details of that person, with at least 200 words
outlining their interest in orchids, their achievements, their involvement with the orchid societies etc. More
information in the AOF newsletter on our website, as above.

•

The other way you can support the research work of the AOF is to make a tax-deductible donation. See the
full newsletter for more information, as above.

•

A publications list with some very alluring titles for the orchid enthusiast and book lover. For example,
books on Caladenia; Stanhopea; Paphiopedilum; Bulbophyllum; orchids of SW Western Australia, of South
Australia, of the Shoalhaven; pests and diseases … to name but a few. See the full list in the members’
section of our Society’s website.

Dendrobium Blue Moon x Dendrobium Sedge Field
grown by Rob Rough, March meeting. Detail
(Photo: Zoe Groeneveld)
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Bulbophyllum medusae, March meeting
grown by Mark Fraser & Sandra Corbett
(Photo: Zoe Groeneveld)
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Orchid Society of Canberra, Inc
PO Box 221
Deakin West
ACT 2600

2021/22 Committee Nomination Form

I, _________________________________ being a financial member of the
(print proposer’s name)

Orchid Society of Canberra, nominate _____________________________________
(print nominee’s name)

for the position of ____________________________on the committee for 2021/22.

Signed: ____________________________ Date: _______________

I, _________________________________ being a financial member of the
(print seconder’s name)

Orchid Society of Canberra, second this nomination.
Signed: ____________________________ Date: _______________

I, _________________________________ being a financial member of the
(print nominee’s name)

Orchid Society of Canberra, accept this nomination.
Signed: ____________________________ Date: _______________

Please return nominations to the secretary, Bill Ferris (email: info@canberraorchids.org) by 22 May 2021.
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