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Members also help in other ways, like storing 
Society equipment or lending us resources; 
organising supper for meetings, and setting out and 
counting the monthly benching/popular vote. 

 

Society meetings 

Meetings are held on the first Wednesday of each 
month (except January) in the Seventh Day 
Adventist Church, corner of Gould and Macleay 
Streets, Turner, commencing 8pm with the library 
and sales table open from 7:30pm. 

Contributions to the next Bulletin 
Contributions to the Bulletin are welcome and should be emailed 
to Karen Groeneveld at groeneveld@internode.on.net 
Deadline for Sep-Oct edition is Fri 21 August 2020. 

www.canberraorchids.org 
Email: orcsoc@yahoo.com 

facebook.com/CanberraOrchidSociety 
instagram.com/canberra_orchids 

Orchid Society of Canberra, Inc 
PO Box 221  Deakin West  ACT 2600 

Australia 
ABN 34 762 780 850 

 

Disclaimer 
© 2020 The Orchid Society of Canberra. The Orchid Society of 
Canberra disclaims liability for any loss, financial or otherwise 
caused as a result of the contents of this Bulletin. 

Next Meeting 

Due to government restrictions around 
COVID-19, physical meetings and events have 
been suspended until further notice. 
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From the President 
 

Welcome to the new committee 
 
I am thrilled to see our new Committee ready to shape our direction and manage the business of our society: 
Andrea Robold as Vice President, Jane Wright as Treasurer, Bill Ferris as Secretary, with Karen Groeneveld, Jenny 
Cook and Elisa Pavlic as Committee members. 
 
It is wonderful to be able to welcome Elisa to the Committee this year. Many of you will know Elisa because she 
helps with counting the popular vote at each meeting. I’m looking forward to the new perspectives she will bring 
to the Committee. 
 
I encourage any members to talk with these wonderful people 
on committee, to share your views on what you want from 
our society. 
 

Society roles 
 
Please consider whether you’d like to be more involved in our 
society. We already have several people who help run 
meetings and keep us moving forward. You don’t have to be 
a committee member to help. 
If you’d like to help, please let a committee member know. 
 

The future 
 
With our Annual General Meeting now behind us, it is time to 
look to the future for our society: 

• We continue to use Zoom to connect during these 
unusual times. It has also brought us the added benefit of 
seeing members we would otherwise not get to talk with. 
For example, one of our founding members, David Rentz, joined us from Queensland in May, and Scott Mann 
joined us from Hong Kong in June. 

• With restrictions easing in our part of the world, the Committee is in talks with the Church and the Ainslie 
Football Club about our use of these physical spaces. We are working toward a return to meetings and the 
running of our show, if safe to do so. We will keep you updated. 

Make your plants happy! 
 
 

General Meeting, 20 June 2020 
 
Members present: 18; Apologies: 1 
Meeting conducted via Zoom. 
 
Presentation: What’s in a name? or How to label your plants – Jane Wright & Mike Pieloor 
 
Plant names have two main components: a genus name, which is capitalised and always in italics or underlined, 
and a species (or hybrid) name.  
 
Names of species orchids are written in italics or underlined: e.g.  

Membership subscriptions 

now overdue 

The membership year begins 1 May.  
Consequently, renewal of membership 
subscriptions is now overdue. 

Single: $25.00;   Family or Joint: $30.00;   
Junior (younger than 17 years and full 
time students): $5.00 

Pay now by direct transfer to our bank 
account: 

Orchid Society of Canberra Inc. 
Westpac Bank 
BSB: 032719 
Account Number: 620848 

Please include your surname in the bank’s 
‘reference’ field. 
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Sarcochilus hartmannii or Sarcochilus hartmannii. Note that the species component is all lower case. 
 
Orchids hybridise in nature naturally, although not commonly.  Naming of these follows the International Code of 
Nomenclature, and these plants are identified by having an “x” before 
the second part of the name e.g. Pterostylis x ralphcranei.  In the case 
of man-made hybrid orchids, the collective offspring of a crossing of 2 
entities, whether species or hybrid, is called a grex (from the Latin 
meaning flock).  The grex name is capitalised and in normal font e.g. 
Sarcochilus Fitzhart or Sarcochilus Fitzhart.  Sarcochilus Fitzhart is the 
grex name for the crossing of Sarcochilus hartmannii and Sarcochilus 
fitzgeraldii and every plant made by crossing any plant of these two 
species is called Sarcochilus Fitzhart.  Similarly, every plant from of the 
crossing of Cattleya Dal’s Cutie and Cattleya Red Elf is called Cattleya 
Dendi’s Canberra. 
 
Clonal names are used to identify a particular plant (either species or 
hybrid) that is note-worthy, and comes at the end.  It is capitalised, can 
be up to four words, in normal text and enclosed in single quotes e.g. 
Sarcochilus Fitzhart ‘Rusty Bucket Freddie’.  Because a clonal name is 
attached to the specific plant and any vegetative propagations from it, 
the perfect time to attach a clonal name is when it is a first-flowering 
seedling, as it ensures that all plants of the clone carry the name.  
Anyone can apply a clonal name as there is no formal register of these 
but it’s good practice to have a good reason for doing so. 
 
A particular plant (clone) that has won a quality award may have the award and awarding body written after the 
name e.g. Sarcochilus Fitzhart ‘Rusty Bucket Freddie’ AM/AOC.  Because awards are given to specific individual 
plants, a clonal name is required.  Awards for culture (e.g. ACC, ACM, ACE) recognise the exceptional culture of the 
plant by the grower, and so divisions of such a plant, should not bear the cultural award information.  
 
Mike Pieloor urged members to implement the NSW government conventions for labelling native plants.  Labels 
should include the location where the plant/tuber was originally collected and/or the source (e.g. Benalla, ANOS 
Victoria Tuber bank).  This is in response to the NSW Government’s Whole Plant Sustainable Management Plan 
2018-22, wherein any protected native plant (incl all native orchids, species and hybrids) can only be sold by a 
licensed grower (or an orchid club on behalf of its members) and must bear durable tags that include the scientific 
name, and provenance of the plant being offered for sale.  It also turns out to be very helpful when botanists have 
reclassified plants and recognised that what had previously been regarded as the same species from different 
regions are considered separate species.  He also pointed out that extra information, such as the number of tubers 
in the pot and even diagrams of the tubers may be useful. 
 
Show and Tell 
 
Members took the opportunity to show the others what plants they had in flower and exchange information and 
plaudits for jobs well done. A selection of photos supplied by members is displayed throughout the bulletin. 
 
Oher Business 
 
Derek Corrigan (conservation officer) spoke about efforts to monitor and aid orchid recovery from the bushfires. 
He encouraged members to join the society’s orchid conservation group and to attend the Bushfire Recovery 
Community Partnership Forum meeting on 30 June.  Information would be emailed to members. 
 
Mike gave an update on the effect of the virus restrictions on our meetings and the Spring Show.  He felt that it 
may be possible to have a physical meeting in August, although under current restrictions the number of members 

 
Rhyncattleanthe Dal’s Moon ‘Golden Sun’ 

Photo: Krysia Szkiela 
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attending would be limited to 30.  If the easing of restrictions on clubs in August goes ahead, then our show is a 
possibility.  In both cases there is a need to monitor developments. 
 
Mike noted, in the lead-up to the end of financial year, that donations to the Australian Orchid Foundation were 
tax deductible, and that donations to the AOF Trust Fund assist in funding research on orchids in Australia. 
 
Meeting concluded 4:30pm 
 

Culture Tips 

By Mike Pieloor 

• Check your growing location daily to make sure 
your plants are getting appropriate moisture, warmth 
and light. 

• Continue to be sparing with water for plants that 
prefer a drier rest over winter. This includes soft cane 
dendrobiums and tropical deciduous species. While 
dormant, keep them dry until after new growth begins. 

• Many cymbidiums and native dendrobiums will be 
producing flower buds. Ensure spikes have room. Start 
staking early to get the best display. Keep an eye out for 
slugs and snails, which love to munch on buds! 

• Monitor for pests, including scale for plants grown 
in greenhouses or indoors. They thrive in the drier 
warm environment. 

• All Australian terrestrials should now have leaves. 
If any pots have not grown, don’t throw them out as the tuber can still make a replacement for next year. You 
should aim to keep them moist (but not sodden) until spring.  

• Check out our book ‘Growing Orchids in Cool Climate Australia’ for more cultural tips. 
 
 

Why won’t my cymbidiums flower? 

By Jane Wright 

This is the most common question about growing cymbidiums. 
The answer is found in re-creating, to the best of our ability, 
the conditions found in the habitats of the original species. 
 
Most standard upright cymbidium hybrids come from the 
handful of species from the sub-genus Cyperorchis, all 
interbred over and over. There are almost 18,000 registered 
cymbidium hybrids of all kinds. Cymbidium eburneum, 
lowianum and insigne are each ancestors in about 16,000 of 
them. Cymbidium hookerianum (14,000), sanderae (13,000) 
and tracyanum (12,000) are the other key species. The first 3 
cymbidium hybrids were registered in 1889 – all combinations 
of Cym. lowianum and eburneum. 
 

 
Dendrobium Aussie’s Limelight 

Photo: Jane Wright 

 
Cymbidium eburneum 

Photo: Jane Wright 
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Cymbidium eburneum comes from an area stretching 
from Nepal, though northern India and eastwards into 
southern China. It is an epiphyte in damp cloud forests 
from 300-1700m elevation. In this habitat, they 
experience abundant rainfall and warm temperatures 
in summer, dry and cool temperatures in winter. 
 
Cymbidium lowianum comes from Myanmar, south-
western China and northern Thailand. It is an epiphyte 
in evergreen or mixed forest at 1200-2400m. Because 
of the elevation, summer temperatures are less than 
for the other species, but the winter minimum 
averages only 5°C. Rainfall is abundant during spring 
to autumn but almost absent in winter. 
 

Cymbidium insigne comes from Vietnam, and grows as a terrestrial sandy soil in open woodland at 750-1700 m. 
They experience abundant rainfall in summer and much drier conditions in winter, and somewhat warmer 
conditions in winter than Cym. eburneum. 
 
To grow and flower cymbidiums to reach their maximum 
potential, we need to provide the key elements for 
photosynthesis. Light is the energy for photosynthesis, 
fertiliser is the fuel, water is the mixing bowl and 
temperature sets the mixing speed. Looking at the 3 species 
above, we see that these plants will like abundant water and 
warm temperatures in summer, drier and cooler 
temperatures in winter. They need a well-draining open mix 
to mimic the perfect drainage experienced by epiphytic 
plants. What we know from over 130 years of cultivation is 
that they grow best with ample sunlight (but not burning 
direct afternoon sun). The best way to tell if they are getting 
enough sunlight is to look at the leaves. If they are deep 
green, they are getting too little light; if they are yellow-
green and have a reddish cast, they are getting too much 
light. The perfect light conditions result in apple-green 
leaves. Cymbidiums need plenty of fertiliser to grow large 
and fast to produce lots of flowers. 
 
All of the above is long (but hopefully interesting) way of getting to the answer. In Canberra, repot cymbidiums in 
spring or as soon as the flowers have finished. Give the plants plenty of light; full sun all morning and some shade 
in the afternoon or dappled sunlight all day. Water whenever the pot starts to feel light (once every few weeks in 
winter to twice a day in hot weather in summer.  Fertilise heavily while the plant is in active growth (spring and 
summer) using either soluble fertiliser every second or third watering or slow-release fertiliser. Protect your plants 
from frost in winter, either by moving them close to the house under protection or moving them inside from late 
April to September. Easy! 

References 
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Fraser, MJ, J Wright and W Ferris. (2013) Growing orchids in Cool Climate Australia Second Edition. Orchid Society 
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Orchid Wiz X6.2 

 
Cymbidium lowianum 

Photo: Jane Wright 

 
Cymbidium insigne 
Photo: Jane Wright 
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Conservation Group Report 

By Derek Corrigan 

The Autumn rains produced a particularly good show of the Autumn 
flowering species in and around Canberra with many new sightings 
of Diplodium species etc.  The continuing Winter rains are supporting 
encouraging displays of leaves and some buds of Spring flowering 
species.  If the rains continue there should be a good show of Spring 
flowers this year and would be the first good show of flowers since 
2016 season.  The Conservation Group are hoping to assist in the 
bushfire recovery efforts in the Namadgi National Park, and in 
preparation, some members have accepted an invitation to attend 
the ACT Bushfire Recovery Community Partnerships Forum on the 
30th June.  
 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, 20 June 2020 

Meeting opened: 2:50 pm by President Mike Pieloor, welcoming all 
to the meeting, which was held via Zoom online platform. 

Members present: 18   Apologies: 1. 

Minutes of 2019 AGM: (printed in the July-August 2019 Bulletin; 
recirculated prior to meeting). 

Acceptance moved:  Andrea Robold; Seconded:  David Judge.   
Approved. 

 

President’s Report: 
The Society has had another good year, despite the impact of COVID-19. 
 
We continue to attract and retain new members – 17 new members this year; and our society reached a new 
milestone of 100 members this year, at a time when numbers are falling in many societies. Thanks to Jacquie 
Bannerman, our New member Coordinator, and others for making our new members feel welcomed. The continued 
focus on social media has undoubtedly helped, and our presence grew this year with Kristina and Zoe spearheading 
a new Instagram account; the Facebook page and the group hosted by Mark Fraser have continued to build; and 
the website has evolved to be more interactive, with greater support for members – thanks to Bill Ferris for 
managing the website and information emails.  
 
We’ve also changed the way we do some things, with a new list of classes for benching at our monthly meetings – 
this has brought us into line with the Orchid Society of NSW, is more in keeping with our own Show classes, and has 
definitely made things easier for the members who volunteer each month to do the popular vote. Added to this 
has been the introduction of digital voting at meetings as an option for the popular vote. Thanks to the COVID 
lockdown, we’ve also trialled holding meetings online via Zoom, and are planning to continue with these in some 
form, as they’ve allowed members who can’t get to our Wednesday meetings to keep in touch and to ‘virtually 
bench’ their plants. 
 
In another advance for the Society, Derek Corrigan has taken on the new role of Conservation Officer, and has been 
exploring options for our members to become involved in conservation projects in and around the ACT; despite 
COVID he has managed to gather a good level of interest, and bushfire regeneration looks like providing an 
opportunity for members to assist with monitoring orchid recovery. Derek has also been keeping us informed of 
the flowering of terrestrial orchid species around Canberra. 

 
Acianthus fornicatus 

Photo: Derek Corrigan 
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We had a great line up of speakers throughout the year, including: Mark Clements, who presented a sumptuous 
visual presentation on the terrestrial orchids he and Anne encountered in Greece; I talked about growing in 
inorganic media; Jane Wright helped us prepare for the show with a presentation on what judges look for; Dr 
Katharina Nargar from the Australian Tropical Herbarium talked about Recent advances in Australian Orchid 
Taxonomy; and Ben Walcott talked about growing Oncidinae. We also experimented with multiformat 
presentations that featured multiple topics on growing specific genera, with Jane Wright, Peter Coyne, David judge, 
Ben Walcott, Geoff Dyne, Karen Groeneveld and Sandra Corbett all leading discussions on growing various groups 
of orchids. We also started a number of growing competitions this year, providing seedlings for members to try out, 
including from the genera: Zygopetulum, Oncidium, Thelychiton, and Diplodium. 
 
The Society continued to make resources, including bark, pots, mounts, fertiliser and plants available to members 
at a great discount. We also held a number of events and workshops for members, which were well attended, 
including a terrestrial repotting workshop hosted by Karen Groeneveld; a general repotting and orchid care 
workshop hosted by Jane Wright; open greenhouses hosted by Geoff Dyne and Mark Clements; and our annual 
Christmas Party, at which it has become the tradition for members to receive the gift of a plant from the Society. 
Our annual show at the Ainslie Football Club was again a huge success with great awards.  
 

Some members continued to enter orchids in the 
Horticultural Society’s shows as a way of promoting the 
society and the growing of orchids. As in previous years, the 
Society participated in the South & West Regional Show – 
the Eurobodalla Orchid Spectacular at Moruya 5-6 October 
2019. Thanks to the dedicated team who constructed and 
set up the display and to members who allowed their plants 
to be shown as part of the display. The Society won 
Champion Display and a number of other awards – 
Champion Paphiopedilum and Grand Champion of the 
Show went to David Judge; and Novice Champion Any 
Other Orchid and Champion Novice went to Krysia Szkiela. 
Many other members won first and second prizes for their 
plants – a testament to the skill and knowledge of growers 
in our Society. 
 
I wish to thank the committee for their efforts. Bill Ferris 
continued to manage the website and email addresses, run 
the sales table and, as Vice President, run meetings when I 
was away. Thanks to Jane Wright for her tireless efforts as 
our Treasurer, managing our show venue, and a host of 
other thing, and with Bill, managing Society supplies. Karen 
Groeneveld continued to write the minutes that you read 
in every bulletin and with Zoe has provided refreshments 
at each meeting. Geoff Dyne continued as Librarian, 

supported by Andrea Robold. Andrea and Jenny Cooke have both been great contributors to the committee – 
helping out with various roles.  
 
Thanks also to Peter Coyne, who has done an excellent job of producing the Bulletin and publicising the show. I 
must also thank all the members who take on responsibilities to help run the Society meetings. The popular vote, 
the entry table, the set up and take down - it all requires input. And lastly, I wish to thank the members for making 
this such a harmonious and welcoming club. You participate in the workshops, open houses, annual show, and 
make it a pleasure to serve you. 
 

Acceptance moved:  Karen Groeneveld.  Seconded:  Andrea Robold.   Approved. 
 

 
The Society’s winning display at Moruya, Oct 2019 

Photo: Karen Groeneveld 
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Treasurer’s Report: 
Treasurer, Jane Wright, presented the accounts as audited by Anthony Curtis and Co, Chartered Accountants, of 
Deakin West. The full audit report is available on the members’ section of the Society website; the following is a 
summary of Jane’s presentation: 
 

Balance Sheet for year ending 30 April 2020 

CURRENT ASSETS   
Bank - Term Deposit #2 $10,000.00  
Bank - Term Deposit #1 $10,250.00  
Bank - Community Solutions One $8,240.92  
Inventory (books only) $4,322.25  
TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS 

 
$32,813.17 

EQUITY   
Opening Balance Equity $34,921.52  
Current year earnings -$2,108.35 

 
TOTAL EQUITY  $32,813.17 
 
The take-away messages for the year are: 
• Total equity is down by $2000, or $20 per member 
• Current equity is approx. $300 per member 
• Members sold about $5000 worth of plants through the year and paid $450 commission to the society 
• We took a $500 loss on the show 
• We spent about $1000 on the Christmas Party, mostly plants, but also food, drink and eco catering supplies 
• Committee will go over the accounts very carefully and decide on what changes may be needed for next year. 
 

Acceptance moved:  Derek Corrigan.   Seconded:  Krysia Szkiela.    Approved. 
 

Election of Office-bearers and Committee: 
Peter Coyne acted as returning officer. He noted the following nominations for the 2020-21 year had been received: 

President: Michael (Mike) Pieloor 
Vice-President: Andrea Robold 
Treasurer: Elizabeth Jane (Jane) Wright 
Secretary: William (Bill) Ferris 
Members: Jenette (Jenny) Cook, Karen Groeneveld, Elisa Pavlic. 
 
As the number of nominations received matched the number of positions available (no other nominations were 
received), the Committee for 2020-21 was declared elected. 

Acceptance moved:  Scott Mann.  Seconded:  Krysia Szkiela.   Approved. 
 

Meeting closed:  3:20pm 

 
 

Member’s Gallery of flowering orchids - June 2020 

With physical meetings cancelled due to COVID-19 restrictions, 
members provided photos in lieu of the Popular Vote. A selection of 
these follows. 
 
 
 
 

 

Rhyncattleanthe Netrasiri ‘Starbright’ 
Photo: Bill Ferris 
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Fredclarkeara After Dark ‘Baker’s Cherry 
Madness’               Photo: Andrea Robold 

 
Masdevallia Stripe King ‘Beenak’ 

Photo: Jane Wright 

 
Dendrobium Rutherford Starburst 

‘Tinonee’      Photo: Derek Corrigan 

 
Cattlianthe Amaroo 

Photo: Richard Mayoh 

 
Schoenorchis juncifolia 
Photo: Zoe Groeneveld  

Pleurothallis palliolata 
Photo: Zoe Groeneveld 

 
Rhyncattleanthe Princess Takamodo 

Photo: Nick Westerink 

 
Cirrhopetalum corolliferum 

Photo: Mark Fraser 



July-August 2020 

10 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
Rhyncattleanthe Goldernell x Cattleya Circle of Life 

Photo: Jane Wright 

 
Cycnodes Jumbo Canaan 

Photo: Jane Wright 
 
 

 
Sayeria alexandrae 
Photo: Jane Wright 

 
Sayeria macrophylla 

Photo: Zoe Groeneveld 

 
Dendrobium Balnarring ‘2’ 

Photo: Brian Dear 

 
Cymbidium traceyanum 

Photo: Julia Hu 
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Howeara Lava Burst ‘Puaniai’ 

Photo: Derek Corrigan 

 
Mediocalcar decoratum 

Photo: Lynne Phelan 

 
Dendrobium Avrils Gold 'Brandon' 

Photo: Richard Mayoh 

 
Chinese Cymbidium poss. C. ensifolium 

Photo: Scott Mann 

 
Cymbidium erythrostylum 

Photo: Lynne Phelan 

 
Coelogyne fimbriatum 
Photo: Derek Corrigan 


