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Regular monthly meetings:
Monthly meetings of the Society are held on the first
Wednesday of each month (except January) at the
Seventh Day Adventist Church, corner Gould and
Macleay St. Turner. Meetings commence at 8:00pm with
the library and sales table open from 7:30pm.

Meeting Program
September: Gary Yong Gee - Miniature Orchids
October: Preparing for the Show, Q&A

Upcoming Orchid Events
Shoalhaven Orchid Society Spring Show: Presbyterian
Hall, Nowra, 13 & 14 September, Friday 11:30am4pm, Saturday 9am-3pm
Southern Orchid Spectacular: Caringbah High School,
4 – 6 October, Friday & Saturday 9:30am - 4pm,
Sunday 9:30am - 3pm
South and West Regional Show and Conference:
Wesley Centre, 20 National Circuit, Forrest, Canberra.
5 & 6 October, Sat 9am - 5pm, Sun 12pm - 4pm

Horticultural Society of Canberra Shows
All Spring Bulb and Camellia Show: Wesley Centre,
20 National Circuit, Forrest, 14 and 15 September
Iris, Rhododendron and Azalea Show: Wesley Centre,
20 National Circuit, Forrest, 26 and 27 October

President’s Comments
The next two months will be the most exciting of the
year, from an orchid perspective anyway. We’ll have
our flush of spring-flowering orchids and we’ll be
hosting the South and West Regional Show and
Conference. We’ll also have Gary Yong Gee from
Brisbane coming to our September meeting to speak
on miniature orchids, with tips on how he
photographs them beautifully. In October, Mark
Clements will open the CSIRO orchid houses to our
members to see what the volunteers have been up to.

August Judges’ Choice Hybrid: Odontioda Memoria June
Appleby, grown by Brian Phelan

Committee Members
President: Jane Wright
Vice President: Bill Ferris
Treasurer: Robyn Noel
Secretary: Peter Coyne
Committee: Christine Finch
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Committee meetings:
11th September: Jane Wright
9th October: Karen Groeneveld
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The Show is different this year












It will be held at the Wesley Centre, 20 National
Circuit, Forrest
Plant entries will come from the clubs in the South
and West region
Clubs will present their orchids in displays, as well
as on the bench
There will be no displays by individuals
Plants can be delivered to the Wesley Centre from
10:00 am on Friday 4 October and we ask that
Canberra members deliver their plants no later
than 11:30 am. Plants brought later (but
registered before 4pm at the latest) may have to
be benched rather than being included in the
society display.
Setup of society displays will begin at 10 am on
Friday 4 October and must be complete by 5 pm.
Judging will commence at 6 pm on the Friday 4
October
The show will be open 9am-5pm on Saturday 5
October and 12noon-4pm Sunday 6 October.
There will only be stickers for the plant
identification and, if applicable, seedling and
novice.
The schedule classes and order have been
changed.

Registration instructions for Canberra members
Members of other orchid societies will generally have
their entries co-ordinated by their society. The
following is for Canberra Society members.
Plant pre-registration
Members are asked to follow essentially the same
procedures as in previous years - that is, fill in a
registration form of the plants you intend entering
and where possible, lodge it with the registrar by 6pm
on TUESDAY 1 October if submitted electronically. It is
easier to register all possible plants and delete some
on the day than add plants to your list.
If you receive the Bulletin by email
Approximately two weeks before the show you will
receive an email regarding registration. Use either the
attached Excel spread sheet (preferred) or Word
document for recording your entries. Email your
completed form to orchids@canberraorchids.org by
6pm Tuesday 1 October, or contact Peter Coyne if you
would like to email your registration later than this. If
you do not have Word or Excel, simply email a listing
of your entries, one per line, of the class, name and
whether a seedling (in the case of plants) separated
by a comma without spaces, e.g. 4,Cymbidium suave
‘Dorrigo’, N. An entry form is also on our website
www.canberraorchids.org.
If you receive the Bulletin by mail
If you can submit your entry form electronically,
please follow the procedure in the preceding
paragraph. A registration form and schedule is
included with this bulletin. If you cannot submit your
entry electronically, please use this form to compile a
list of plants/items you intend to enter and phone
Peter Coyne (6251 7660) by 6 pm on Tuesday 1
October to advise him of your expected entries. Bring
your form with your plants to the venue for checking
purposes. A printed form of your entries with relevant
codes and stickers will then be ready on your
presentation for registration.
Unable to Pre-register?
If you are unable to pre-register as requested above,
please bring in your plants as early as possible on the
Friday.

July Orchid of the Night: Angraecum didieri, grown by Karen
Groeneveld

What Class is my plant?
If you are uncertain as to what class to enter a plant,
please contact Mark Fraser - phone: 6287 1106 or
email triffids4us@ozemail.com.au. An information
paper on what plants are in each category is also on
the website.

Delivery of plants to the venue
Because we need to construct the Society’s display
before 5pm on Friday, we ask that people bring plants
in to the Wesley Centre before 11:30am. We
understand that some people will not be able to do
that, so either:
1. Arrange for someone else to bring your plants to
the hall (preferred), or
2. Bring your plants (and your registration form) to
the meeting on Wednesday evening before the
show. The registrar will give you your stickers
there to put on the plants. Make sure that you
have labelled each of your plants with your name
(either with a sticker on the pot or on a tag) and
put your name on your box(es) or trays. It is your
responsibility to pack the boxes firmly so the
plants are stable. Someone will then take your
plants home and deliver them to the hall on
Friday morning.

Sale of plants
Plants for the sales table can be brought in to the
Wesley Centre from about 11am – we just need a
little time to set the tables up before you arrive.
Remember to put a price tag in each pot with your
name and the price. The Society will charge a 10%
commission on sales. Ensure that your plants are pest
and disease free and well-established in their pots.
Entry to the show
All Canberra members will be admitted to the show
without charge while they are wearing their society
name badges. We will be doing a badge order
immediately after the September meeting so if you
have lost your name badge, please tell Jane Wright or
Bill Ferris to order you another. At the show, it would
be helpful to the public if you wore your society polo
shirt. We will have shirts for sale at the September
and October meetings.

Registration
At registration you will be given:
 A printed list of your entries complete with
identification codes for the plants
 A white sticker with an identification code for
each entry
 An orange sticker for seedling plants, and
 A pink sticker for each novice entry.
Attach the stickers to your entries as per the printed
entry list. Note that there is no sticker identifying
owner and class so it is suggested you put a sticker
with your name or some other form of identification
on the bottom of the pot (or somewhere out of sight
on the entry). Making sure that the white sticker is
clearly visible when the plant is in its preferred
viewing position. Strike out on your entry form any
plant not presented, sign and return the sheet to
Peter Coyne.
Consult the Show Schedule for further information on
conditions of entry.

July Judges’ Choice Species: Stenorrhychos speciosum,
grown by Jane Wright

From the Sales Table
Orchids owned for less than 6 months
If you recently purchased an orchid that is not eligible
for judging you can still display it in an area reserved
for plants that have been owned for less than six
months.
Sale of art entries
Entries in the Art, Craft and Photography Sections may
be sold but these may not be removed from the Show
until 4:30 pm on Sunday. Prices should include the
Society's 10% commission.

We are overstocked with the coarser grades of coco
husk chips, so as a show special these are now
available for $6 a pack – less than half the usual price.
Please contact Laurie Woods (6258 6187) to place
your order and arrange collection.
Don’t forget to wear your Society t-shirt at the show.
Don’t have one? Then contact Robyn Noel
(6258 5734) with your size. Price is $25.

Open CSIRO Glasshouses
Saturday 26 October at 1:30pm
Members are invited to see the orchid glasshouses at
CSIRO, which contain many of the plants that Mark
Clements is using for his research. Volunteers from
the Society have been helping to grow these plants for
the past 5 years. Please meet at the car park behind
the Centre for Plant Biodiversity (aka the Herbarium
building) at CSIRO Black Mountain at 1:30 pm to be
signed in for the tour. To find the herbarium:
From Clunies Ross Street in Acton (along from the
Australian National Botanic Gardens), turn northwest
at the roundabout onto Julius Road and the CSIRO
site. Drive past the guardhouse, then at the
roundabout, take the second exit which leads you up
the hill. At the top of the hill, follow the road that
curves to the right. The Herbarium is then on your
right. Take the first right onto Greenhouse Lane, drive
past the entrance to the building and take the first
right to go behind the building. You have now reached
the car park (congratulations!). Please note that this is
a members-only event.

General Meeting Minutes
3 July 2013
Members Present: 34, Apologies: 9
Visitors: 4
Speaker: Gary Hart presented a highly motivating talk on
Paphiopedilums.
Paphiopedilum spp. have a wide range of environmental
needs so you need to decide what cultural approach
suits you and then choose plants which will grow in
those conditions. Gary grows his plants within a
temperature range of 2 – 40°C. He has a large glasshouse
and a large bush-house, both with 70% shade cloth and
no heating.
Gary’s preferred potting medium is New Zealand pine
bark, because it doesn’t need to be soaked before use,
nor does it need added dolomite or fertiliser. With the
bark, he mixes some large perlite and charcoal. For
fertiliser, Gary uses ‘Peters Cal-Mag Grower’ and ‘Peters
Blossom Fertiliser’, which are best applied at onequarter strength. Water Paphiopedilums sparingly to
avoid root-rot and also provide them with good air
circulation.
Gary re-pots every two or three years even if the plants
look happy as they are. Re-potting can stimulate growth
and flowering. When re-potting Paphiopedilums, make
sure the pot is the right size for the root ball rather than
the spread of the leaves. The pot should just comfortably
accommodate the roots even if the leaves spread much

wider. If the plant has virtually no roots when re-potting,
a pipe-cleaner can be used to make substitute ‘roots’ to
hold the plant securely in the potting mix.
To display the flowers, tip the pot forward with the bud
facing to the front and support the back on something
rigid. Do this when the flower spike is small so that
when the flower is open and the pot is set flat, the stem
and flower are more upright. Also, Gary suggests holding
the petals back gently with pipe-cleaners so the flower is
nicely open for display. When staking flower spikes,
make sure to fasten them below the ovary (no higher).
The genus Paphiopedilum has 50 to 60 species that are
divided into six main groups, with each of the groups
having somewhat different cultural requirements. In
addition, there are numerous primary hybrids (often
between groups) and many non-primary hybrids. The
groups include:
 Maudiae - These have mottled leaves and prefer to
be grown in low light. They grow fast and can flower
within 18 to 24 months of de-flasking. Remove the
bottom leaves, as roots emerge above them. Potting
mix should be kept moist, not dry.
 Multi-floral - These are slow-growing when young
and might take ten years to flower. With heating
they may flower earlier. Divide sparingly. Grow high
in the glasshouse with bright light.
 Classical - Plants available now are the result of 160
years of breeding. Although they produce large
flowers, their popularity has declined in recent
years, in favour of other groups. They grow and
flower well in temperatures down to 5°C. Water
evenly during the flowering cycle.
 Parvicephalum and Brachycephalum -These have
mottled leaves and low light requirement. They
prefer temperatures above 15°C and respond badly
to re-potting or disturbance. Pot them close to the
edge of the pot, not in the centre, as they grow
better that way. They need a dry period in winter,
having originated in a climate with distinct wet and
dry seasons. Make sure there is no water left in the
crowns of the plants overnight, as they may rot and
die.
 Albino forms - are harder to grow.
Judging of Paphiopedilums is mainly on flower shape and
colour (two-thirds of the points), then size, number of
flowers, habit, arrangement and condition.
Suitable companion plants for Paphiopedilums include
Phragmipedium, Coelogyne, Maxillaria, Lycaste and
Pleurothallids.
Phragmipediums have two basic types - hard-leaved and
soft-leaved. Hard-leaved plants grow happily down to
3°C, but soft-leaved plants need temperatures above
15°C.

Other
mail:

July Judges’ Choice Specimen: Paphiopedilum gratixianum,
grown by David Judge

Previous Minutes: The Minutes of the May and June
General Meetings were published in the recent Bulletin.
Acceptance was moved by Don Chesher, seconded by
Jim Wheeler and approved.
Secretary’s Report:
Batemans Bay Orchid & Foliage Society July
ANOS Victoria - July
Orchid News - June 2013, with OSNSW
membership renewal form
Magazines: Australian Cymbidium Scene - Autumn
The Orchadian - June
Gardeners Gazette (Royal Horticultural
Society of Victoria) - Autumn, including
flyers for:
 Yarra Valley Orchid Society Winter
Miracles Orchid Fair 20–21 July
 Melbourne Orchid Spectacular and
Victorian International Orchid Fair 23–
25 Aug
 Australasian Native Orchid Society
Spring Show 28–29 Sept
 Maroondah Orchid Society Spring
Show 28–29 Sept
 Geelong Orchid & Indoor Plant Club
Winter Show 29-30 June
 Orchid Club of South Australia Winter
Show 13–14 July
 Stawell Orchid Society Spring Show 17–
29 September
 Geelong Orchid & Indoor Plant Club
Spring Show 5–6 October
 Albury–Wodonga Orchid Club Show
12–13 October
 Yarra Valley Orchid Society Spring
Show 19–20 October
 Stawell Orchid Society Summer Show
2–3 November
 Yarra Valley Orchid Society Sarcochilus
and Plant Spectacular 9–10 November
Australian Orchid Review - June–July
Bulletins:

Flyers for the Melbourne Orchid
Spectacular 23–25 August
Several bank documents
Royal Horticultural Society of Victoria
membership renewal
Letter from Judy Baldock of Batemans Bay
(44727913) offering orchids for sale
Letter from Batemans Bay Orchid & Foliage
Society re the Regional Show
Invoice for advertising in Orchids Australia
Vallarta Botanical Gardens (Mexico) PR.
Orchid conservation and propagation is a
major focus of the garden's mission.

Moved by Nita Wheeler, seconded by Ben Walcott approved
Treasurer’s Report:
Bank balance $22,219.84. Moved by Kevin Dawes,
seconded by Ros Walcott - approved
President’s Report:
Jane reminded members of the approaching Regional
Show and Conference and the need for members to
assist, as the number of people attending will be large.
Q & A: Jane pointed out that winter can be rather
difficult for orchid growers because of the need to
reduce watering so plants aren’t left wet overnight.
However, if fans are running to keep the air moving, the
plants can then dry out. Thermostats were discussed at
some length. Thermostats that turn heating on if the
temperature becomes to cool and also turn coolers on if
it is too hot are available cheaply if ordered from China
on the internet. Bought locally they cost about $50 but
Jane recently bought two from China for $10.
Growing competition:
Seedling Phalaenopsis plants were distributed to
members last November for a growing competition and
this month we had the first progress review. Gary Hart
assessed those plants which had been brought in and
selected two for special mention. One had a flower
spike, which was already well developed. Jane had repotted this plant into bark twice since November due to
its vigorous growth. In contrast, Peter Coyne’s plant had
grown substantially, but was still in the original small pot
with sphagnum. This plant had been growing on a northfacing kitchen window sill, though protected from direct
sunlight, misted opportunistically, and fed by spraying
nutrient solution fairly frequently.
Next Meeting: Jan Robinson will talk on a trip to Cape
York
Raffle Prizes: Nita Wheeler, Don Chesher, Gary Waters,
Ron Doyle (twice), and Paul Tyerman
Lucky Door Prizes: Hendrik Maat and Megan Dawes

General Meeting Minutes
7 August 2013
Members Present: 34, Apologies: 6
Visitors: 2
Speaker: Jan Robinson gave a highly entertaining talk
on a trip to the tip of Cape York.
Although the trip was not planned as an orchid
expedition and she had not undertaken any prior
research, Jan found orchids in great abundance. Also
in plentiful supply were the appalling roads and
dubious creek crossings, making her consider $110 for
the ferry to cross the Jardine River to be money well
spent. If the roads were dreadful, the food sounded
little better, be it their own canned and dried food or
meals bought at roadhouses and hotels.
Cape Tribulation was the first stop where Jan found
epiphytic orchids (Bulbophyllum bayleyi) on trees near
their camp. At Cooktown she saw Dendrobium
discolor with huge canes. She also saw this species at
Weipa, Punsand Bay and Thursday Island, where she
saw a huge plant in a garden which she was told had
been flowering continuously for forty years. At
Punsand Bay she also saw Dendrobium canaliculatum
and D. johannis. In places, roadside trees were
densely draped with orchids. The fishing in the Gulf of
Carpentaria was not very rewarding, judging from
Jan’s photo of her husband proudly holding up his
catch – a fish less than three centimetres long. On the
way back, near Atherton there were lots of orchids in
gardens and in the bush. Dockrillia plants were
growing on trees along main roads in Cairns.
Unfortunately for orchid-spotting enthusiasts, most of
the orchids in Cape York flower during the wet season
when wet roads and flooded crossings prevent access.
In the dry season the roads are trafficable (if only
just), but the orchids are not in bloom (apart from
Dendrobium discolor and D. bigibbum at a roadhouse).

August Judges’ Choice Specimen: Epidendrum porpax,
grown by Jane Wright

Secretary’s Report:
Bulletins: Batemans Bay Orchid & Foliage Society August
Campbelltown and Districts Orchid
Society - June, with article on
Phalaenopsis
Eurobodalla Orchid Club - August
ANOS Victoria - August
Orchid News - July
Wagga Wagga Orchid Society - June, with
tips on preparing for the show
Other
mail:

Orchid Society of NSW membership
renewal
The Australian Orchid Council
membership renewal
First registration for the regional
conference
Speakers list for the Melbourne Orchid
Spectacular 23–25 August
Several bank documents
Australian Orchid Council Annual General
Meeting and Board of Management
Meeting agendas
PR for the Fraser Coast Spring Time 30th
Anniversary Orchid Show 5–6 October
Invitation to Hills District Orchids Open
Day 28 July
Campbelltown and Districts Orchid
Society Winter Show (15-18 August)
Schedule
Flask list from Murray Shergold of Easy
Orchids

August Orchid of the Night: Oncidium maculatum, grown by
Mark Clements

Collection of Cymbidiums offered for sale
Offer of a free glasshouse

Next meeting: Gary Yong Gee from Brisbane (a
fabulous photographer of native orchids in situ) will
talk on miniature orchids with hints on photography.
Raffle Prizes: Nita Wheeler, Paul Tyerman, Ben
Walcott, Mark Clements, and Bill Hall (twice)
Lucky door prizes: Christine Finch

Sales Table (Members Only)

August Judges’ Choice Species: Ionopsis utricularioides,
grown by Karen Groeneveld

Treasurer’s report:
Bank balance $20,371.18.
Acceptance of Secretary’s and Treasurer’s reports
moved by Ben Walcott, seconded by Nita Wheeler approved

Pots
Fertilizer
Wire products

Bill Ferris

6297 5635

Shirts

Robyn Noel

6258 5734

th

25 Anniversary glasses Ben Walcott
Bark

David Judge

Orchid Mate

Laurie Woods

6161 2742
6258 6187

President’s Report:
Jane reminded members of the approaching Regional
Show and Conference, and that the October meeting
will be about getting things ready for the show.
Q & A:
 Don’t use organic fertiliser with sphagnum moss
and apply only very little of any fertiliser.
 If growing Cymbidiums inside, they need a lot of
light and good air movement and, to stimulate
flowering, a nightly temperature drop. Now is an
appropriate time to report those Cymbidiums
which are not flowering, as well as Pleurothallids.
 New Zealand bark was discussed at some length.
Kiwi Bark and Orchiata Bark are available and very
good. Both are hard and flaky. Brian Phelan has
been using it with perlite and a little chopped
sphagnum and his plants have been doing very
well. He uses it without any preparatory
treatment. He said even if it cost $100 a bag he
would still get it because his plants are growing so
much better (and the plants are worth a lot more
than $100). Orchiata Bark is available from The
Orchid Tray Company and Bishops in Nowra. Kiwi
Bark is available from Orchidaceous Books.

July Judges’ Choice Hybrid: Bulbophyllum Elizabeth Ann
‘Buckleberry’, grown by Bob Bush

Horticultural Society of Canberra Shows
Spring Bulb & Camellia Show
14-15 September 2013
Entries close with the Honorary Show Secretary at 8pm Thursday 12 September 2013. Note: If you are entering by
email it is your responsibility to ensure that your entries have been received.
Sheila Hodgson 11 Hirschfeld Cres., Macgregor, ACT 2615
Phone: 02 6254 8017
Email: 2hodgson@tpg.com.au , or
Jim Donlan Phone: 02 6255 1371
ORCHIDS
210. One standard Cymbidium
211. One intermediate Cymbidium
212. One miniature Cymbidium
213. One Cattleya alliance species
214. One Cattleya alliance hybrid
215. One Paphiopedilum alliance
216. One Vandaceous alliance

217. One Oncidium alliance
218. One Pleurothallid
219. One native Dendrobium alliance
220. Any other Australian native orchid
221. One Coelogyne alliance
222. Any other orchid species
223. Any other orchid hybrid

Champion Orchid from classes 210 to 223 - Ribbon plus $2

Iris, Rhododendron & Azalea Show
26-27 October 2013
Entries close with the Honorary Show Secretary at 8pm Thursday 24 October 2013. Note: If you are entering by email
it is your responsibility to ensure that your entries have been received.
(Contact details as above)
ORCHIDS
55. One Cymbidium
56. One standard Cattleya alliance
57. One intermediate Cattleya alliance
58. One miniature Cattleya alliance
59. One Cattleya alliance species
60. One Paphiopedilum alliance
61. One Vandaceous alliance
62. One native Dendrobium alliance.

63. One native Vandaceous alliance
64. One other native orchid
65. One Oncidium alliance
66. One Pleurothallid species
67. One Pleurothallid hybrid
68. Any other orchid species
69. Any other orchid hybrid

Champion Orchid from classes 55 to 69 - Ribbon plus $2
For further information, please visit the Horticultural Society of Canberra website: www.hsoc.org.au

Popular Vote July 2013
Category
Laeliinae
Paphiopedilum species
Paphiopedilum hybrid
Coelogyne species
Coelogyne hybrid
Dendrochilum
Cymbidium
Pleurothallidinae
Exotic Dendrobiinae
Any other species
Australian native terrestrial
Orchid of the Night
Judges’ Choice - Hybrid
Judges’ Choice - Species
Judges’ Choice - Specimen

Plant
Laeliocattleya Julie Anne
Paphiopedilum gratixianum
Paphiopedilum Jerry Buote
Coelogyne fuscescens
Coelogyne ovalis x mooreana
Dendrochilum wenzellii
Cymbidium erythraeum
Masdevallia pachyura
Grastidium longicaule
Angraecum didieri
Acianthus fornicatus
Angraecum didieri
Bulbophyllum Elizabeth Ann ‘Buckleberry’
Stenorrhychos speciosum
Paphiopedilum gratixianum

Owner
Turner family
David Judge
David Judge
Don Chesher
Kevin Dawes
Kevin Dawes
Ben Wallace
Jane Wright
Mark Clements
Karen Groeneveld
Nita Wheeler
Karen Groeneveld
Bob Bush
Jane Wright
David Judge

Popular Vote August 2013
Category
Laeliinae species
Laeliinae hybrid
Paphiopedilum
Oncidiinae species
Oncidiinae hybrid
Masdevallia
Pleurothallidinae other
Dendrochilum
Bulbophyllinae
Cymbidium
Any other orchid
Vandeae
Australian native epiphyte
Australian native terrestrial
Orchid of the Night
Judges’ Choice - Hybrid
Judges’ Choice - Species
Judges’ Choice - Specimen

Plant
Epidendrum porpax
Potinara Free Spirit ‘Laina’
Paphiopedilum Jerry Buote
Oncidium maculatum
Miltoniopsis Firewater ‘Red Butterfly’
Masdevallia Machu Picchu ‘Jay Vee’
Pleurothallis restrepioides
Dendrochilum williamsii
Cirrhopetalum skeatianum
Cymbidium Without Peer ‘Soft Touch’
Calanthe vestita
Rhynchostylis gigantea
Tropilis aemula
Taurantha tenuicauda
Oncidium maculatum
Odontioda Memoria June Appleby
Ionopsis utricularioides
Epidendrum porpax

Owner
Jane Wright
Jane Wright
David Judge
Mark Clements
Brian Phelan
Jane Wright
Karen Groeneveld
Kevin Dawes
Mark Clements
Ros Walcott
Brian Phelan
Jane Wright
Bill Ferris
Nita Wheeler
Mark Clements
Brian Phelan
Karen Groeneveld
Jane Wright

Contributions to the Bulletin
You can get material to the editor by the following means:
In person: At meetings, or if I am not there to either Robyn Noel or Bill Ferris.
By mail: 112 Tharwa Road, Karabar NSW, 2620. not the Orchid Society PO Box
By phone: (02) 6299 7080 (h)

By

email:

zoe.groeneveld@internode.on.net

Editor:

Zoe

Groeneveld

Orchid Society of Canberra
PO Box 221
Deakin West ACT 2600

