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Regular monthly meetings 
 
Monthly meetings of the Society are held on the first 
Wednesday of each month (except January) at the 

Canberra Senior Citizens Club (10 Watson St., 

Turner).  Meetings commence at 8:00pm with the library 
and trading table open from 7:30pm. 
 
3 September 2003. Sheila Cudmore will speak on 
growing terrestrial orchids. 

 

1 October 2003. An orchid clinic. An assortment of 
topics to be covered, plus lots of opportunity to ask 
questions of our local experts. This meeting is 
immediately before our show, so you can ask about how 
to grow all the orchids you might be tempted to buy then. 
 
5 November 2003. Cymbidiums with Trevor Hughes. It’s 
time to bring back your growing competition Cym. 
Margaret Thatchers for judging . 
 

3 December 2003. Christmas Party. 

 

Orchid Events in Canberra 
 

4, 5 October 2003. South and West Regional Orchid 

Show and Conference, “Orchid Tapestry”. Hosted by 
the Orchid Society of Canberra, St John’s Hall, 
Constitution Avenue, Reid. Much more inside. 
 
9 October 2003 (Thursday) 12:30 pm. Botanic Gardens 
Theatrette. Lecture: “Pollination of Australian 

terrestrial orchids by sexual deception” by Rod Peakall 
(ANU) followed by visit to the dispay glasshouses to see 
epiphytic orchids in flower. 
 
19 October 2003  Walk on Black Mountain, in company 
with Jean Egan.10am, carpark opposite Wangara St on 
Caswell Drive. 
 
A Corn Trail walk in October. Details to come. If you are 
interested in this, please let Robyn Noel know. 

 

The Horticultural Society of Canberra Shows 

More chances to show and look at orchids! 

13-14 September 2003. Spring Bulb and Camellia 

Show. Details inside. 

2-3 November. Iris, Rhododendron and Azalea Show.  
16-17 November. Spring Exhibition and Rose Show.  

 

 

Coming orchid events of interest in the region 
 

5, 6 September 2003. Eurobadalla Orchid Club Spring 

Show. Community Centre, Museum Place, Bateman’s 
Bay. 1-5 Fri, 9-3 Sat. 

16-21 September 2003. 16th Australian Orchid 

Conference and Show “Orchids in the Wine State”. 
Adelaide, SA. 

19, 20 Sept.  Shoalhaven Orchid Society Spring Show. 
Presbyterian Church Hall, Kinghorne St, Nowra. 11-4 Fri, 
9-4 Sat. 
22-28 September 2003. OSNSW Spring Show. St. Ives 
Shopping Village, 166 Mona Vale Road, St Ives. 
Shopping centre hours. 
25,26 Sept. Sapphire Coast Orchid Club Spring Show. 
Bega Town Hall, Zingel Place, Bega. 9-5 both days. 

27, 28 September 2003. Wagga Wagga Orchid Society 

Spring Show. Sturt Public School, Lake Albert Road, 
Wagga Wagga,. 11-5 Sat, 9-4 Sun. 

11,12 October 2003. Albury Wodonga District Orchid 

Club Spring Show. Mirabeena Community Centrer, 19 
Martha Mews, Lavington. 9-5 Sat, 9-4 Sun. 
18,19 October 2003, 9am-5pm. Gosford Orchidfest. 
Gsoford Race Course, Racecourse Road. 9-4 both days. 
 

Annual Subscriptions: Single $25, Joint $30, Junior $5. 

 

Committee Members 
President-  Jane Wright   6254 1119 

Vice President-  Robert Rough  6241 2729 

Treasurer-  Robyn Noel   6258 5734 

Secretary- Brian Leedham   6251 6621 

Robert Bush   6297 1427 

Barbara Corsini   6299 7257 

Yvonne Day    6297 5162 

David Judge    6278 4806 

Gerlinde Lenz   6288 7413 

 
Committee meetings 

On the WED in the week following the general meeting at 
the home of: 
SEPT: Yvonne Day          OCT: Robyn Noel 
 
Disclaimer 

© 2003 The Orchid Society of Canberra, The Orchid Society of 
Canberra disclaims liability for any loss, financial or otherwise caused as 
a result of the contents of this Bulletin 
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Minutes of general meetings 
 

MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING 2July 2003  

Attendance  38 Members, 5 Apologies.                  .  
President Jane Wright opened the meeting at 8.10pm, 
and welcomed all present.   
The Minutes for the meetings of 6 May and 3 June 
were approved on the motion of  Ray Palmer, 
seconded by Ben Wallace                         . 

SECRETARY’S REPORT 

Presented by Brian Leedham  
Newsletters: Gosford (June);  Eurobodalla (June & 
July plus Winter Show Schedule);  Campbelltown 
(June);  Wagga (June);  Sapphire Coast (June);  
Albury - Wodonga (June);  ANOS Vic. (June):  
OSNSW (June). 
Publications: The Alpine Gardener (June);  Orchids 
Aust. (June);  Aust. Orchid Review (June/July). 
Correspondence: AOC (Agenda for Management 
Meeting- and various documents: Ron Boyd re. name 
badge;  Griffin Centre (Invoice). 
The Secretary’s report was accepted on the motion of 
Terry Turner, seconded by Bob Wilson.                            

TREASURER’S REPORT 
Presented by Robyn Noel.  Balance at bank was 
$5563.  Robyn noted that, apart from paying a 
deposit of $500 for the Conference dinner, the month 
had been a relatively quiet one. 
The Treasurer’s report was accepted on the motion of 
Julianne Turner, seconded by Scott Fitzsimons.                                                                

OTHER BUSINESS 
President Jane reminded members of the South side 
open glasshouse on 10 August, and urged members to 
participate.  Jane also asked for an indication of 
members who may be interested in purchasing mugs 
and/or polo shirts with the Society logo.  A show of 
hands indicated that there could be sufficient interest 
to warrant further investigation.  She hoped to have 
samples and prices available by the next meeting. 

South and West Regional Conference 
Jane noted that set-up will be on Friday morning this 
time, because visitors will be coming in to set up 
their displays in the afternoon.  She also pointed out 
that lists were now available for members to 
nominate to provide assistance with various tasks at 
the Conference.   
Volunteers were also sought to act as night watchmen 
to protect the orchids in the sales marquee on Friday 
and Saturday nights.  Bob Bush and Terry Turner 
volunteered for Friday night, and Laurie Woods and 
Scott Fitzsimons for Saturday night. Jane pointed out 
that we would be having a large number of visiting 
judges on this occasion, and asked members to 
consider whether they could accommodate any of 
those. 

SPEAKERS 
In the absence of a guest speaker Jane Wright 
demonstrated, with the aid of a series of computer-
generated slides that had been prepared by Ken Siew 
from Sydney, the judging standards applied to the 

genus Cymbidium to determine the quality of the 
plant and its flowers for awarding purposes.  She first 
showed examples of the major species from which 
most cymbidium hybrids have been developed, 
followed by some slides of particular hybrids 
demonstrating the effect which those species have 
had on the development of the hybrids concerned.  
She indicated the importance which colour, growing 
habit, number of flowers and lasting quality of the 
blooms played in determining the likelihood of an 
award being presented.  She then showed slides 
which both demonstrated the quality of a number of 
awarded plants, and the faults displayed by certain 
other hybrids which did not meet those standards. 
 
She pointed out that the overall shape should be 
circular in outline, and well filled out with segments 
rounded at the ends.  The sepals and petals should be 
flat - not cupped -and the lip balanced by the rest of 
the flowers, which should be uniform along the spike, 
and free from furling, twisting or re-curving.  The 
colour should be clean, not muddy or smudged. 
 
Geoff Dyne then showed us some interesting slides of 
some beautifully grown orchids which he had seen at 
the Atherton Tablelands Orchid Show, as well as a 
Show at Tweed Heads which he recently visited.  The 
Northerners certainly have an advantage over us in 
being able to grow a wide range of truly beautiful 
tropical orchids without the necessity of applying 
artificial heat. 
 
Raffle  :  Won by Pat Hewlings, Norma Bush (2), 
Jane Wright, Gunther Anglberger, and Yvonne Day. 
Door Prizes  :  Bob Evans and Edna O’Dell. 
The meeting closed at 10.16pm.           
 

MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING 6 August 

2003  

Attendance  46 Members, 6 Apologies, 1 New 
Member, 2 Visitors  
President Jane Wright opened the meeting at 8.02 
pm, and welcomed all present.   

SECRETARY’S REPORT 

Presented by Brian Leedham  
Newsletters: Campbelltown (July);  ANOS Vic. 
(Aug); Gosford (July);  Sapphire Coast (July): 
OSNSW (July); Miriam Ann Orchids (July/ Aug);  
Albury/Wodonga (July) 
Publications: The Orchid Review (May/June & 
July/Aug);  Orchids AOS (May) 
Correspondence: AOS (Membership renewal);  Bank 
Statement;  several membership renewals;  two 
cheques for Society book;  cheque from Aust. 
National Botanic Gardens; ANOS Vic. (Membership 
renewal);  Aust. Orchid Council (membership 
renewal and notice of meeting). 
The Secretary’s report was accepted on the motion of 
Gunther Anglberger, seconded by Shyan Lii Goh.                                              
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TREASURER’S REPORT 
Presented by Robyn Noel.  Membership renewals and 
new membership dues were continuing to come in.  
Increasing cost are expected to accrue as the South 
and West Regional Conference approaches, but these 
costs are expected to be recovered through entrance 
fees and commission on sales. 
Robyn also presented copies of the audited report for 
2002-2003. 
The Treasurer’s report was accepted on the motion of 
Gunther Anglberger, seconded by Shyan Lii Goh. 

OTHER MATTERS 
President Jane reminded members about the open 
glasshouses on Sunday 10 August, and urged 
members, especially new members, to attend because 
there was much to be learned from seeing how more 
advanced members grow their orchids. 
Jane also distributed Popular Vote certificates to 
those members who had won them recently. 

SPEAKERS 
Jane Wright and Lynne Phelan jointly treated 
members to a theoretical and practical demonstration 
of the presentation of a table-top display.  Jane 
commenced proceedings by explaining the basic 
points which should be adopted in preparing a display 
which will be pleasing to the eye of the beholder.  
These points are outlined elsewhere in this Bulletin.  
She also demonstrated the practical application of 
these theories through a number of slides showing 
various previous displays which have employed these 
theories to varying degrees.  
Lynne then put these theories into practical 
application by building a display using items found 
around her home, and incorporating a number of 
orchids which had been displayed on the Popular 
Vote table by members.  Spanish moss was used to 
cover pots. 
Raffle  :  Won by Jim Harper, Robyn Noel, Mark 
Fraser, Norma Bush and Gunther Anglberger. 
Door Prize  :  Sandra Corbett. 
The meeting closed at 9.41 p m. 
 

 
Lynne Phelan’s display at the August 2003 meeting. 

JOURNAL REVIEWS 

 

Orchids Australia  -  June 2003 

The feature article describes and illustrates 
Promenaea species and hybrids. They are easy to 
grow small plants. The only cultural requirement they 
seem to be fussy about is their need for heavy shade. 
Oncidiums have not often been presented to judging 
panels for award assessments but this is changing 
rapidly. Colin Jennings describes and illustrates a 
number of recently awarded oncidiums. 
Noel Grundon concludes his series on the role light 

plays in the cultivation of orchids. 
Kevin Butler in his series “the lip of cymbidiums” 
describes in this issue the labellum of a selection of 

pastel and pink cymbids. 

Gary Hart discusses the cultural requirements of 
Odontoglossum hybrids. 
Paphiopedilum rothschildianum FCC/AOS awarded 
cultivars from 1969 to 2002 are discussed with the 
conclusion that newer is not always better. Cultural 
notes relating to Dendrobium bigibbum are provided. 
 

Australian Orchid Review  -  June/July 2003  

David Banks describes Bulbophyllum 

rothschildianum together with related species and 
hybrids. He regards them as easy to grow and flower 
under cold to intermediate climatic conditions. 
Jim Cootes gives a brief discussion on Dendrobium 

erosum (a new record for the Philippines) as well as 
on Diplocaulobium clemensiae recently rediscovered 
in the Philippines. 
Brian Milligan comments on the Victorian Orchids 

of the Year 2002. Just have a look at the superb 
photographs of the awarded orchids.  Bill Lavarack 
commences a series on terrestrial orchids of North 

Queensland. The first article describes Corymborkis 

veratrifolia. 

The main articles in the Cymbidium Section deal 
with our native Cymbidium madidum and C.suave 
hybrids. Part 1 of the Australian Cymbidium Society 
Awards is included in this issue with a brief 
description and colour photographs of 15 awarded 

cymbidiums. 
 

Orchids (American Orchid Soc.)  -  March 2003 

The lead article describes leafless orchids where 
roots take on the function of leaves, such as the 
fabled ghost orchid (Polyradicion lindenii) from 
Florida and Cuba which is featured in a separate 
article. 
This issue includes Part 3 of Trends in Ascocentrum 
Breeding commenting on the role of Ascocentrum 

ampullaceum. 

Other articles describing the following species and 
hybrids are included: 
   - Masdevallia lamprotyria and related species 
   -Gongora truncata and its hybrids 
   - Brassias (providing detailed cultural notes) 
   - Phragmipedium richteri 
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Other articles on labeling your orchids choosing the 
best materials to hold up over time; protecting your 
orchids from cold damage and a technique for 
achieving healthy root growth also are included in 
this issue. 
 

Orchids (American Orchid Soc.)  -  April 2003 

The lead article “What is an Orchid” provides an 
interesting overview of the characteristics which 
unite more than 25000 species and 110000 hybrids 
into a family of amazing diversity. This article 
includes many photographs of the floral diversity of 
the orchid family. 
Watering your orchids correctly is essential for 
success. Thoughts on what to do and not to do when 
watering orchids are given. 
An example of establishing an orchid room for 

people with disabilities offering a number of 
innovative solutions is included in this issue. 
Other articles dealing specifically with orchid genera, 
species and their hybrids are: 
- discovering Dendrochilums 
- Doritis and Doritaenopsis 

- The north American terrestrial Arethusa bulbosa 

- Cattleya skinneri 

- Brassia brachiata 

The life cycle and control measures of woodlice or 

slaters and saw bugs are described. 
 

ORCHIDS (American Orchid Soc.)  -  May 2003 

The lead article describes and illustrates Brassavola 

species and some of their hybrids. It includes tips on 
their cultivation and pointers on what to do and look 
for when hybridising Brassavolas. 
Andy Easton provides information how to 
successfully flower Zygopetalums. 
Eurychone rothschildiana, a miniature species from 
Uganda’s rainforests and one of Peru’s more unusual 
orchids, Cyrtidiorchis stumpflei, a cool growing 
plant from the northern Andes with large flowers, are 
described. 
If you like fragrant orchids then you should read the 
article on fragrant  Encyclias. They are easily grown 
and often compact in size. 
Other articles deal with greenhouse spring cleaning, 
adventures of an orchid exhibitor and plant rescue 

centres, a potential source of rare plants. 
 

THE ORCHID REVIEW (RHS) -  May/June 2003 

A selection of interesting species from the large and 
varied genus Bulbophyllum are described and 
illustrated. 

The genus Gastrochilus, a group of Asiatic orchids 
known for their scented brightly coloured flowers 
with a characteristic fringed lip, is discussed. 
Growing European terrestrial orchids is easier 
than you think. That is what this article claims, 
providing information on how to grow these lovely 
orchids, in particular the Cypripediums. They are 

now available to growers from legitimate seed grown 
sources. Eat your heart out! 
Six of the 48 species of the genus Chloraea found in 
Chile are described as well as Lankesterella, a genus 
new to Cusco, Peru. 
Jim Cootes describes two attractive cool growing 
species of Vanda from the Philippines, not often seen 
in cultivation. Also an interesting Vanda from the 
Khasi Hills of north-eastern India is briefly discussed. 
John Heathcote continues his series on the basic 
principles of orchid growing honing in on compost. 
An interesting note on the propagation of Phaius 

tankervilleae is included in this issue. 
 

THE ORCHID REVIEW (RHS)  -  July/August 

2003 
This issue is largely about the Royal Horticultural 

Society Awards recommended at the European 
Orchid Conference and Show in London-March 2003 
as well as plants awarded during April 2003. 
Rod Rice describes a selection of attractive Asiatic 

Vandoid orchids. 
Dendrobium Kuniko, a hybrid obtained by crossing 
Dendrobium goldschmidtianum x D.victoriae-reginae 
is discussed. 
A new Telipogon species, Telipogon salinasiae, 
from the cloud forests of southern Peru has been 
discovered. It is briefly described and includes 
drawings and a colour photograph. 
Again, three showy new orchids from Ecuador are 
described and illustrated. They are regarded well 
worthy of cultivation. They have been classified as 
Sarcoglottis portillae, Sobralia portillae and 

Telipogon portillae. 

Another rare orchid, Phalaenopsis braceana, was 
discovered during a botanical survey in India. It has 
been recorded to occur in Yunnan province of China 
and Bhutan, earlier classified as Kingidium 

braceanum and K.naviculare. 

Other articles describe a simple and successful 
method of deflasking orchid seedlings and a 
fieldtrip through the jungles of Thailand to look 
for orchids. 
 
Hans de Vries 

 

 

 

New Members 

 

We are delighted to welcome Ross Burden as a new 

member to the society:   
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South and West Regional Show and 

Conference in Canberra 
 
This year, we are hosting the regional show and 
conference on the October long weekend (4, 5 
October). The theme is “Orchid Tapestry”, suggested 
by member Ann Osmand. 
 

The Show 
 
With this bulletin, you will receive a show schedule 
and entry form. Set up will be on Friday 3 October 
starting at noon, judging on Saturday morning, and 
the show open the public as normal on Saturday and 
Sunday afternoons.  
 

Plant registration 
The phone-in plant registration procedure will not 
occur this year, because we are running the regional 
show.  However, if you wish to do a display, make 
sure to phone Jane or Robyn no later than 24 
September to register your display.  
 
From 12 noon to about 7pm on Friday 3 October 
bring your plants and completed registration form to 
the hall.  Collect id stickers (registration and popular 
vote) for your plants from the registrar. Put the 
stickers on the plants and either make up your display 
or put the plants into the holding area for the OSC 
plants so that they can be incorporated into the 
Society’s display. We ask that you bring in your 

plants as early as possible, so that they can be 

incorporated into the displays in the evening. 

 

If you are going to have problems bringing in your 

plants on Friday, bring them to the October meeting 

(1 Oct) with your registration form. 

 

Give your registration form to the 

Registrar. 
Make sure the id numbers are on your entry sheet and 
give the sheet to the registrar. THIS IS REALLY 
IMPORTANT!!  
 

Orchids owned for less than 6 months 
If you recently purchased an orchid that is not 
eligible for showing you can still display it in an area 
reserved for plants that have been owned for less than 
six months. 
 

***Trophy holders*** 
In preparation for the Spring show, please bring 

all trophies (polished please!) to the September or 

October meetings or contact a committee member 

to make arrangements to return the trophies. 

 
 

Sale of art entries 
Entries in the Art, Craft, Photography and Floral Art 
Sections may be sold but these may not be removed 
from the Show until 4:30pm on Sunday. Prices 
should include the Society's 15% commission. 
 

Plants for sales table 
Members are invited to bring orchids to sell. Make 
sure that they are well-established and firm in their 
pots, and are clean and healthy. Remember that many 
plants will be bought by beginners. Please do not 
place any sickly, infested or poorly established plants 
on the sales table, as the marshals will be forced to 
remove them from sale. Please include a separate tag 
with your name and price marked clearly so that the 
sales table team can read it easily. Prices posted on 
plants are assumed to include the Society's 15% sales 
commission (higher this year to cover the costs of 
renting the marquee for the sales area). 
 

Plant sales on Friday night 
Members and other show participants will be able to 
purchase plants from the society’s sales table on 
Friday night and from the commercial vendors if  
they are ready. We need all hands on deck when the 
doors open on Saturday morning and so it seems fair 
to sell to members on Friday evening so they don’t 
miss out.  Note that all plants purchased on Friday 

evening must be paid for and removed on Friday 

evening, otherwise they will be returned to the table 

for sale on Saturday. 
 

Plants for new members 
Following the Show, the Society supports new 
members by presenting them with some orchids to 
start or build their collections. Members are invited to 
donate easy-to-grow, floriferous plants for this 
purpose. We prefer the plants to be flowering or near 
flowering size. Donated plants may be brought to the 
Show or to the September or October meetings. 
 

Show Sponsors 
Our generous sponsors enrich our show by donating 
prizes and trophies. They deserve our support. Please 
check your Show Schedule and keep the list of 
sponsors handy so that next time you need supplies 
you can support the businesses that support us. 
 

Helping Out 
Sign-up sheets will be available at the September and 
October meetings, but if you can’t make it then call 
Robyn Noel (6258 5734) to sign up for your 1.5 hr 
slot. We need people to help on the sales table 
(people to take the money and people to talk to the 
customers), to help in the kitchen, to take the entry 
fees and sell raffle tickets at the door, and to walk the 
show to talk to the visitors. Of course, there’s the 
setting up and taking down too – many hands make 
light work. Also, Audrey and Yvonne would 
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appreciate the donation of nice cakes, slices and 
sandwiches for the café. So no matter how 
knowledgeable you are or aren’t yet about orchids, 
there is something you can do to help out and we 
look forward to having a wonderful time together at 
the show.  
 
The most important thing that we need is lots of 

flowering plants on our show tables, and floral art, 

art, craft and photography entries. This is what 
attracts visitors to our show, aside from the great 
catering! 
 

The Conference 
 
With this bulletin is the conference registration form. 
I would encourage members to register and take 
advantage of the great presentations that are 
organised and to attend the conference dinner on 
Saturday night. 
 

TIPS FOR PREPARING PLANTS FOR 

THE SHOW 
 
First, make sure that the plant is clean, and that you 
have removed unsightly dead leaves and bracts. This 
first step makes a big difference to the way a plant 
appears. If the plant has dusty or dirty leaves you 
may want to wash them. Hold the leaf firmly by the 
base with one hand to make sure you don't pull it off 
altogether, and gently wash the leaf using a soft cloth. 
Popular techniques include using a mixture of water 
and milk or just plain water. NOTE. This technique 
should not be used on species that have a natural 
waxy bloom on leaves such as many brassavolas, 
Kolopternix (Epidendrum) sophronitis, or Encyclia 

citrina. 

 
Make sure that the plant is in a clean pot: if the pot is 
dirty you may want to try cleaning it, or you may find 
it easier to double pot the plant into a second 
container. This can be quite decorative, and a number 
of our members use a variety of decorative pots and 
containers. 
 
Next, please check your plants for all manner of pests 
and diseases. Every year the Show Marshals have the 
unhappy task of disqualifying the odd plant for 
suspected disease or infestation. It is in everyone's 
best interests to make sure that their plants are free of 
all insects and other pests. An orchid show offers a 
rich opportunity for all manner of nasty greeblies to 
display their maleficent claw and mandible work. 
 
Make sure your plants are labelled clearly and 
legibly: the public (and other growers) want to know 
what plants you are showing. Whilst the good old 
faded plastic tag might be enough in your 
greenhouse, the judges need to have plants clearly 

identified. Write out a new tag with the plant's name 
IN FULL, that is write Brassolaeliocattleya rather 
than Blc. Also make sure that the plant has a tag with 
your name concealed under the pot or inside the pot: 
this helps avoid confusion later on. 
 
If the plant is normally hung or suspended in your 
growing area it is your responsibility to ensure that 
the plant is appropriately staged. Some members have 
created a variety of stands for their plants: all you 
need is something that will display the plant to its 
best advantage. This is particularly important for 
plants with trailing or hanging flowers. 
 
Staking is one of those tasks that should commence 
(but rarely does) early in the development of the 
flower spike. If staking is left too late the results can 
look rather peculiar, as flowers can be twisted out of 
position. To a large extent staking is now at the 
individual's discretion. The judges have the right to 
remove the stake if they so wish. As a general 
aesthetic comment, be sensible with your staking, and 
try to keep the stake shorter than the raceme of 
flowers it supports: this avoids the unsightly 
phenomenon of the 'tomato stake syndrome', a rich 
and varied forest of stakes, with the occasional 
flower. 
 
By all means, use additional stakes and ties to help 
support your flowers and racemes while you transport 
them to the Show but remove the 'transport stakes' 
once you have the plant safely benched. 
 
Water your plants well the day before you bring them 
in because it will not be possible to thoroughly water 
them for the duration of the Show. 
 

Apology to Dennis Drobe  

I am very sorry that his last crossword was cut across 
two columns. I’m sure it was fine on the computer 
screen – but alas – it was not so on paper.  The Editor 

 

CROSSWORD No 9  SOLUTION 

O B T U S A  O R C H I D 

N  R   L  P     E  I 

O V A R I E C T O M I E S 

M  M  W  O  R  D  I 

A M P L I F L I C T I O N 

T     L  S  A   T 

O V E R S U B S C R I B E 

P   A  O  I     G 

O Y S T E R C A T C H E R 

E  H  L  A  O  E  A 

T H A U M A T U R G I S T 

I  W   W  C   G  O 

C O L U M N  A N T H E R 
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ORCHID DISPLAYS – A PRIMER 
 
What makes a good display? I would say that there 
are 3 key elements: quality flowers, a pleasing, 
balanced design, and attention to the finishing detail. 
1. Good quality, clean flowers on clean and healthy 

plants are the starting point, as for all plants in a 
show. Make sure they are staked properly so that 
they show to their best advantage. 

2. There are several things to consider with design.  
a. Consider incorporating a focal point – 

usually your best flower(s). 
b. Try to achieve balance in the display. 

This doesn’t mean that it has to be 
strictly symmetrical, but from a 
distance, the display should appear 
stable, not top-heavy or strongly 
weighted to one side. Sometimes the 
‘weightiness’ is more about strength of 
colour than size or quantity of flowers. 

c. Cohesion is important – are all the 
elements of the display needed and in 
harmony? 

d. Use of negative space can be very 
effective. Displays can easily be packed 
with too many things, and lose impact. 

e. Colour placement can be used to 
develop either harmony or contrast. It is 
often useful to group plants of a similar 
colour together and then place those 
groups in relation to each other. 

f. Try to create a display that has impact 
from a distance and close-up. 

3. Finishing detail. This involves covering up the 
pots and labeling the plants. The plant label 
should be clear and readable by the public at 
some distance, but not detract from the overall 
effect. For that reason, starkly white tags can be 
a disaster.  

 

From the Sales Table 
 

We will have the Society’s new polo shirts available 
for order at the September meeting, with delivery 
scheduled by the time of the Show and Conference. 
 
 

Members’ News 
 
Our VP, Robert Rough, and Audrey have been 
having a great time on their overseas trip and have 
sent a postcard wishing all the society’s members the 
best. They will be back in time for the Show and 
Conference in October. 
 
 

 

 

 

Horticultural Society of Canberra Show 

Spring Bulb and Camellia Show 
 
Saturday 13 Sept (noon-5pm), Sunday 14 Sept 
(11:30-4pm). Lancaster Hall at Wesley Uniting 
Church, Fitzroy Street between National and 
Dominion Circuits, Griffith. 
 
Members are encouraged to enter their orchids in the 
classes organized specifically for the Orchid Society. 
The procedure for entering plants is: 

1. By 8pm on the Thursday preceeding the 
show (11 Sept), phone Mrs. Linn Doyle (02) 
6231 7755, and tell her how many plants of 
each category you plan to enter.  Note that 
you must have owned and been in 
possession of the orchids for at least 6 
months. 

2. Bring your plants to Lancaster Hall for 
staging on Friday (6-10pm) or Saturday 
(7:30-10am). There is a 10 cent charge for 
each entry. 

3. If you win any prizes, your winnings (1st $1, 
2nd 50c) must be collected before the show 
closes. Uncollected money will revert to the 
Horticultural Society. 

4. Collect your plants immediately the show 
closes at 4pm on Sunday. The speed at 
which this Society can pull down a show is 
awesome! 

 
You are welcome to enter flowers in any of the 
categories: if you are interested, pick up a schedule at 
the meeting in September.  
 
The orchid classes are: 
228 One standard cymbidium 
229 One intermediate cymbidium 
230 One miniature cymbidium 
231 One cattleya 
232 One paphiopedilum 
233 One vandaceous alliance 
234 One oncidium alliance 
235 One native Dendrobium 
236 Any other Australian native orchid 
237 One coelogyne alliance 
238 Any other orchid   
Champion Orchid: Ribbon plus $2. 
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Popular Vote July 2003
 

Cymbidium hybrid Cym. Jessie Blakiston x Cym. Red Beauty Rajani Rai 

Phalaenopsis Phal. Angel Song x Carmela’s Pixie Julianne Turner 

Oncidium Alliance hybrids Odm. bictoniense x Onc. enderianum Bob Evans 

Oncidium species Osmoglossum pulchellum Julie Smith 

Paphiopedilum species Paphiopedilum venustum David Judge 

Paphiopedilum hybrids Paphiopedilum Faire-Maud Jane Wright 

Phragmipedium Phragmipedilum Don Wimber Terry Turner 

Australian Dendrobium species Dendrobium superbiens Bob Evans 

Australian Dendrobium hybrids Dendrobium Hilda Poxon Brian Leedham 

Laeliinae hybrid – standard C. Bob Betts x C. Okami x C. intermedia Robert Rough 

Laeliinae hybrid – intermediate Blc. Cherry Suisse (= C. Chocolate Drop x Blc. 

Oconee) 

Robert Rough 

Laeliinae hybrid – miniature Potinara Dal’s Emperor (= Pot. Free Spirit ‘Laina’ x 

Sc. Lana Coryell) 
Robert Rough 

Popular Orchid of the Night -1 Cym. Jessie Blakiston x Cym. Red Beauty Rajani Rai 

Popular Orchid of the Night -2 Phal. Angel Song x Carmela’s Pixie Julianne Turner 

Popular Orchid of the Night -3 Potinara Dal’s Emperor (= Pot. Free Spirit ‘Laina’ x 

Sc. Lana Coryell) 
Robert Rough 

Judges’ Choice – Best Species Dendrobium superbiens Bob Evans 

Judges’ Choice – Best Hybrid Potinara Dal’s Emperor (= Pot. Free Spirit ‘Laina’ x 

Sc. Lana Coryell) 
Robert Rough 

 

 

Popular Vote August 2003
 

Vandaceous Alliance Phalaenopsis Angel Song x Carmela’s Pixie Julianne Turner 

Oncidium species Rhycostele cervantesii Brian Phelan 

Oncidium Alliance hybrid Odontocidium Bucton ‘Marie’s Choice’ Brian Phelan 

Laeliinae hybrid – standard Blc. Dream Trader Brian Leedham 

Coelogyne species Coelogyne cristata Jane Wright 

Australian native species Dendrobium rex var. grandiflorum Darryl Smith 

Australian native hybrid Dendrobium Ellen ‘Murray’ Murray Smith 

Phragmipedium hybrid Phragmipedium Calurum Jane Wright 

Pleurothallid Alliance species Masdevallia Milky Way ‘Moonlight’ Mark Fraser and Sandra Corbett 

Pleurothallid Alliance hybrid Masdevallia mystica Mark Fraser and Sandra Corbett 

Any other orchid Zygopetalum name unknown Lynne Phelan 

Orchid of the Night Coelogyne cristata Jane Wright 

Judges’ Choice – Best Species Dendrobium rex var. grandiflorum Darryl Smith 

Judges’ Choice – Best Hybrid Odontocidium Bucton ‘Marie’s Choice’ Brian Phelan 

 

 

Contributions to the Bulletin 

You can get material to the editor by the following means: 

In person: At meetings, or if I am not there to either Robyn Noel or Laurie Woods. 
By mail: PO Box 3312, Belconnen, ACT 2617  not the Orchid Soc PO Box 
By phone: (02) 6254 1119 (h) Fax (02) 6246 4202 
By email: E.Jane.Wright@csiro.au  
Hand written, typed and computer generated material all welcome and will be included as soon as possible subject to space.   Contributions preferably by 
14th of Jan,  Feb, April, June, August, October. 
Computer files: This bulletin is prepared with Word for Windows 2000 on a PC.  I can handle .doc, .rtf and .txt text formats and digital still and  video 
images in most popular formats including .avi, .jpg, .tif and .bmp.  Please keep formatting to a minimum, especially if it includes graphics.  I can also scan 
drawings, text, slides and photographic prints. Contributors using a Mac please format files to a PC readable format before sending them to me.  Please keep 
a backup copy of your own of anything you send me as accidents can happen!   I can handle IBM formatted floppy disks and CDs.  Please put your name on 
disks so that I can return them to you. Any questions, please see, ring or email me. 

The Editor, Jane Wright 

 

   

 


