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Regular monthly meetings 
 
Monthly meetings of the Society are held on the first 
Wednesday of each month (except January) at the 

Canberra Senior Citizens Club (10 Watson St., 

Turner).  Meetings commence at 8:00pm with the library 
and trading table open from 7:30pm. 
 
2 July 2003.  “Cymbidiums and tropical orchids” We 
have a treat for you tonight. Ken Siew, one of Sydney’s 
most knowlegable orchidists, has lent us the program he 
recently presented to the judges workshop, to much 
acclaim. The topic is cymbidiums, and he presented a 
superb overview of the genus and showed how the hybrids 
we know and love came about. Jane will provide the 
commentary, based on Ken’s notes. 
Also, Geoff Dyne will present a few photos from the 
recent Tropical Orchid Society Show in Atherton. 
 
6 August 2003 “Displays”  In preparation for our show in 
October, Lynne Phelan and Jane Wright will demonstrate 
how easy it is to make an orchid display, and show some 
slides of displays to give us all some inspiration. They’ll 
also cover how to prepare your plants for the showbench. 
 

Annual Subscriptions: Single $25, Joint $30, Junior $5. 

 

 

Our new meeting venue: Canberra Senior Citizens 

Club, 10 Watson Street, Turner. 

 

 
 

Corner of Watson Street and McKay Gardens, across 

from the PCYC. 

 

 

Orchid Society of Canberra Social Events 
 
28 June 2003 (Sat). The Orchid Fair. At Royale 
Orchids, 1360 Brieses Road Peats Ridge, NSW (near 
Gosford). Once again we will be co-ordinating car pools 
for this popular event. Call Robyn Noel if you can offer a 
seat in your car, or conversely, would like a ride with 
someone else, and she’ll see what can be arranged. 

 

10 August 2003 (Sun). Southside Open Glasshouses.  

The first stop will be Sheila Cudmore’s  (10 Nangor 
Street, Warramanga (6288 4817) from 12:30 – 2:00 pm. 
Then it’s off to Geoff Dyne’s (2 Doolette Place, Kambah, 

6231 3681) from 2:00-3:30pm. 

 

Coming orchid events of interest 
26-27 July 2003. The Gosford Orchid Spectacular. 
Gosford Race Course. 
15-17 August. St Ives Orchid Fair. St Ives Showground, 
Mona Vale Road, St. Ives (Sydney). 

16-21 September 2003. 16th Australian Orchid 

Conference and Show “Orchids in the Wine State”. 
Adelaide, SA. 
21-28 September 2003. OSNSW Spring Show. St. Ives 
Shopping Village. 

4, 5 October 2003. South and West Regional Orchid 

Show and Conference, “Orchid Tapestry”. Hosted by 
the Orchid Society of Canberra, St John’s Hall, 
Constitution Avenue, Reid. 

 

Committee Members 
President-  Jane Wright   6254 1119 

Vice President-  Robert Rough  6258 6187 

Treasurer-  Robyn Noel   6258 5734 

Secretary- Brian Leedham   6251 6621 

Robert Bush   6297 1427 

Barbara Corsini   6299 7257 

Yvonne Day    6297 5162 

David Judge    6278 4806 

Gerlinde Lenz   6288 7413 

 
Committee meetings 

On the WED in the week following the general meeting at 
the home of: 
JULY: Jane Wright 
AUGUST: Bob Bush 
 
Disclaimer 

© 2003 The Orchid Society of Canberra, The Orchid Society of 
Canberra disclaims liability for any loss, financial or otherwise caused as 
a result of the contents of this Bulletin 
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Minutes of general meetings 
 
MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING 6 May 2003  

Attendance: 40 Members, 5 Apologies, 2 Visitors.                  
.  
President Jane Wright opened the meeting at 8.08 p m, and 
welcomed all present.   
The Minutes for the meeting of 4 March were approved on 
the motion of Scott Mann, seconded by Ben Wallace. 

SECRETARY’S REPORT 

Presented by Brian Leedham  
Newsletters 
Kiama (April); Sapphire Coast (April); OSNSW (April); 
Gosford (April); South African Orchid Council (March); 
ANOS Vic. (April); Albury (May); Campbelltown  (April);  
Wagga (April). 
Publications 
Orchids Aust. (April);  Orchid Digest (Jan/March);  The 
Alpine Gardener (March);  Aust. Orchid Review (April 
May);  Orchids AOS (Feb/Mar). 
Catalogues 
Dendi (May);  Aranbeem  (May);  Tinonee 
(Autumn/Winter 2003);  Adelaide Orchids. 
Correspondence 
Orchids in the Wine State (receipt for donation):  Bio-Gro 
(orchid bark price list);  Bank Statement; One membership 
renewal;  Floriade (re Volunteer program) 
The Secretary’s report was accepted on the motion of 
Sandra Corbett, seconded by Judy Osborne.                                        

TREASURER’S REPORT 
Presented by Robyn Noel.  Balance at bank was $5453.59.  
Major outgoings for the month were for the rent of the PO 
Box, and Public Liability Insurance, which went up slightly 
this year.     
The Treasurer’s report was accepted on the motion of 
David Rees, seconded by Lyn Phelan.                      

OTHER BUSINESS 

AGM 

President Jane noted that the June meeting would be the 
AGM, and that we were looking for nominations for the 
Committee.   
South and West Regional Conference 
Jane also noted that the theme for the Conference would be 
“Orchid Tapestry”, which allows for an emphasis on 
conservation and culture to be worked in.  We are also 
lining up an excellent group of speakers. 
Slide Show17 June 
There is to be a slide show at Yvonne Day’s house on the 
evening of Tuesday 17 June, covering mini cattleyas.  John 
Ryan is organising and supper will be available. 
Move to Senior Citizens’ Club at Turner 
Commencing with the July meeting, which will be held on 

Wednesday 2 July at the Senior Citizens’ Club, 10 

Watson Street Turner , all future General Meetings of the 
Orchid Society of Canberra will be held at that venue on 
the first Wednesday of each month, except January. 

Speakers 
In the absence of a visiting guest speaker the following 
members gave brief presentations. 
Brian and Lyn Phelan described their experiences in 
transferring their orchids (plus Brian’s glasshouses) from 
Canberra to their new home at the coast.  Lyn’s orchids, 
which had not required heating in Canberra, transferred 
very well into a shade house at the coast.  Brian’s 
Odontoglossums, however, being cool growing in the 
summer, did not transfer as well, and he has had trouble 

finding the right location and growing conditions for them.  
Last summer, in particular, being subject to high 
temperatures and local bushfires, was particularly 
traumatic.  Taking the orchids out of sphagnum moss, and 
growing them, instead, in a bark mix has helped, as has 
growing them in the shade of a verandah. 
Brian Leedham talked about the construction of his hot 
house, and the invaluable assistance provided by Laurie 
Woods, as well as his cultural methods for growing 
cattleyas and potinaras, with special reference to some 
orchids obtained from the Cairns Orchid Centre when 
visiting that area last year. 
Judy Osborne spoke on her methods for mounting orchids 
on bark, tree fern, or similar mounts, using either grafting 
tape or liquid nails.  The latter is very useful for sticking 
smaller sections of orchids on larger mounts in decorative 
patterns.  The glue holds the orchid pieces in place until 
they can secure themselves with their own roots. 
Raffle  :  Jim Harper (2);  Jane Wright,  Bob Bush (2), 
Geoff Kelly and Quin Yuen Chung. 
Door Prizes  :  Yvonne Day,  Bill Ferris and Moyna 
Leedham 
The meeting closed at 10.22 p m.           
 

MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING 3 June 2003  

Attendance 35 Members, 10 Apologies, 4 New Members.                 
.  
President Jane Wright opened the meeting at 8.18 p m, and 
welcomed all present.   
The Minutes for the meetings of 4 March and 1 April were 
approved on the motion of Gerlinde Lenz, seconded by Ben 
Wallace. 

SECRETARY’S REPORT 

Presented by Brian Leedham  
Newsletters 
Gosford (May);  OSNSW (May);  Sapphire Coast (May);  
Wagga (May);  Campbelltown (May);  Miriam Ann 
Orchids (May/June) ;  Open Garden Scheme Newsletter. 
Publications 
The Orchid Review (March/April;  Orchids AOS (March);  
Orchid Digest (April/June). 
Catalogues 
Smoky Cape Orchids (2002/2003). 
Correspondence 
Bank Statement;  COMSTAT statement and thanks for 
custom;  Albury/Wodonga (preliminary advice re S&W 
Regional Conference Oct 1-2 2005);  1 membership 
renewal;  Ira Butler Trophy Committee (re nominations);  
OSNSW (allocation of judges for S&W Reg. Conference); 
one membership renewal. 
The Secretary’s report was accepted on the motion of 
Robert Rough, seconded by David Rees.                                        

TREASURER’S REPORT 
Presented by Robyn Noel.  Balance at bank was $5811.  
Robyn noted that membership renewals were still coming 
in, and that this would boost the balance. 
The Treasurer’s report was accepted on the motion of  
Robert Rough, seconded by David Rees.                                           

OTHER BUSINESS 

President Jane reminded members about the slide night 
showing mini-cattleyas to be held at Yvonne Day’s house 
on Tuesday 17 June.  She also mentioned the Peats Ridge 
Orchid Fair, and the proposed car pool arrangements for 
those who wished to make that trip on Saturday 28 June.  
Those who wish to be involved should contact Robyn Noel. 
Jane also distributed a number of Popular Vote cards won 
by members over the past few months. 



 3

GUEST SPEAKER 
Our guest speaker was Phil Grech, who spoke on the 
cultivation of Australian natives.  He distributed a one page 
paper outlining the cultivation methods he uses, and copies 
of this could be made available for members who were 
unable to obtain a copy.  Briefly hr recommended using 15 
mm chunks of polystyrene in the bottom of all pots to 
improve drainage and aeration of the roots.  His preferred 
potting media is 70% bark and 30% gravel.  He sprinkles a 
little organic fertiliser (Dynamic Lifter, Organic Life or 
Hoof and Horn) just beneath the top of the mix.  This 
promotes the rapid growth of mycorrhizal fungi, which 
assists the plants to take up nutrients.  Potting may be done 
all year round, but is best done in spring and autumn.  He 
also sprinkles an  N-P-K + trace elements fertiliser around 
the top edge of each pot every three months (mature plants 
only) and top dresses with a weak cow manure tea every 
three weeks or so.  Young plants get a half-strength liquid 
fertiliser every two weeks; plus the cow manure tea along 
with the mature plants. 
 
Watering depends on heat and wind, but is usually every 
day or two in summer, gradually reducing frequency as the 
weather cools.  But the pots must never be allowed to dry 
out completely.  Watering is always done very thoroughly 
in order to wash out stale air. This allows fresh air to 
penetrate the pot as the media dries out.  He recommends 
watering as early as practicable in the morning.  He also 
provides his orchids with plenty of fresh air movement and 
diffused sunlight.  Evaporative coolers, and watering the 
floor also helps to keep the orchid house cool, but frost 
protection, pest control and fungal and disease control are 
also important.  Phil provides 70% shade for his 
dendrobiums, and 50% for his sarcochilus, and uses the 
same potting media for the latter. 
Raffle  :  Won by Bob Bush (2),  Leanda O’Connor;  Anita 
Wheeler;  Ann Howarth: and Bob Evans. 
Door Prizes  :  Dan Chesher; Rob Rough. 
The meeting closed at 10.35 p m.           

 

 

JOURNAL REVIEWS 

 
Orchids Australia  -  April  2003 

The feature article is presented by Noel Grunden. It is the 
first of a two-part series on the role light plays in the 
cultivation of orchids. Colin Jennings describes and 
illustrates recent awarded Phalaenopsis hybrids and the 
yellow-coloured Paphiopedilum and Potinara hybrids. 
Kevin Butler describes the labellum of a selection of 
orange-coloured Cymbidium blooms. If you have a 
mixed collection of orchid genera, then Gary Hart’s article 
describing the various micro-climates in an orchid house 
and the optimum sites to place the various orchids may be 
of interest to you. 
Its importance of Miltoniopsis Martin Orenstein in 
hybridization programs is discussed and illustrated. Des 
Pike concludes his series on constructing and growing 
orchids in the tropics on host tubes. 

 

Australian Orchid Review  -  April/May 2003  

This issue contains an excellent illustrated article of the 
miniature epiphytic and lithophytic orchids of Australia. 
For the purposes of this article, a miniature orchid was 
defined as one where the individual flower is less than 15 
mm across the flower’s widest part. 

David Banks describes the genus Dockrillia and its 
hybrids. Many of the species in this genus are known as 
“pencil orchids” and were referred to as terete-leaved 
Dendrobiums. This article includes useful tables showing 
the old and new names of accepted Dockrillia species and 
their country of origin. 
The Cymbidium Section includes brief descriptions and 
colour photographs of eye-catching cymbidiums seen 
and selected by Dean Roesler in shows and exhibited at 
monthly meetings in South Australia during 2002, 
including the SA. 2002 cymbidium of the year. Dean 
presents also Part 1 of a series of articles describing 
hybrids derived from breeding done with the Australian 
species Cymbidium suave, largely the work of the late Dr. 
Miles Seton of Bermagui 
Rob Smith provides tips on how to grow our native 
Cymbidium canaliculatum and describes some of the 
hybrids derived from this species... 
Judging guidelines of the Australian Cymbidium Society 
are given. 
 

Orchids (American Orchid Soc.)  -  January 2003 

The lead article provides background information on the 
large-flowered Cattleya species. By carefully selecting 
species, you can have plants in flower to cover the whole 
year. Trends in Ascocentrum breeding are discussed with 
Part 1 honing-in on the role of A. miniatum. 
Other articles describe the cultivation of Centroglossa 

macroceras, Porroglossum portillae and miniature 

Phalaenopsis hybrids. 

The life cycle, symptoms and control measures of orchid 

blossom midges (Contarinia maculipennis) are described.  

This issue includes a photograph and brief description of 
Paphiopedilum Viridissimum as well as photographs and 
descriptions of the American Orchid Society Specialty 

Awards for 2002. 

 

Orchids (American Orchid Soc.)  -  February 2003 

The lead article describes and illustrates the genus 

Cischweinfia, a charming group of miniature Oncidium 
relatives ranging from  Costa Rica to Bolivia. This genus 
consists of relative few species, all of which form tight 
clusters of pseudo bulbs and rapidly develop dense 
cushions of growth. 
The genus Telipogon, delightful Andean dwarfs with 
relatively large flowers, is discussed and illustrated with 
excellent photographs including newly discovered species 
from Panama. 
Part 2 of the series “Trends in Ascocentrum Breeding” with 
emphasis on the role of Ascocentrum curvifolium is 
provided together with a number of colour photos. 
Other brief articles deal with the cultivation of Sarcochilus 

ceciliae, inducing orchids to flower, control of whiteflies, 

the compact red Slc. hybrids, a new species of 

Habernaria (H.erichmichaellii) and what to look for when 

making a purchase of Cattleyas. 

 

The Alpine Gardener  -  March 2003 

If you are growing Oncidiums, Odontoglossums and/or 
Pleione orchids, then the article on “Goodbye Brevipalpus” 
may be of interest to you. It deals with the control and 
eradication of the false spider mite Brevipalpus oncidii. 
 
Hans de Vries 
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New Members 

We are delighted to welcome the following new 
members to the society: Rossitti Yau, Leanda 
O’Connor, Roslyn Blyton, Albert Sittler, Jeannie 

Fulton-Sittler.   

 
 

South and West Regional Show and 

Conference in Canberra 
 
This year, we are hosting the regional show and 
conference on the October long weekend (4, 5 
October). The theme is “Orchid Tapestry”, suggested 
by Ann Osmand. 
 
Set up will be on Friday 3 October, judging on 
Saturday morning, and the show open the public as 
normal on Saturday and Sunday afternoons. One 
thing the committee is quite excited about is the 
inclusion a large number of table top display 
categories – from the largest one for societies 
competing for the regional trophy, to ones that have 
as few 4 plants. The goal is to have most of the plants 
in displays, rather than benched in straight rows.  So 
put on your thinking caps now for a small display that 
you might like to put together around the theme of 
Orchid Tapestry. 
 
For the conference part of the event, Ben Wallace and 
Robert Rough have lined us up some great speakers: 
Gerald McCraith: Andean cool-growing orchids 
Phil Spence: Latouria Dendrobiums 
Frank Fogliati: What orchid morphology tells us 
about orchid culture 
Gary Hart: Paphiopedilums 
Ben Wallace: What is CAM and what does it mean 
for orchid culture 
On issues of conservation and orchid pollination, we 
will hear from Colin Bower, Alan Bradbury and 
Joanna Hamilton. 
 
We’ll organise a walk to see Canberra’s native 
orchids for our visitors from out of town. On 
Saturday evening we’ll hold a dinner at the Ainslie 
Football Club for visitors and members to mix and 
enjoy each others’ company. And of course, our 
regular orchid vendors will be there, as well a couple 
of new ones. 
 
To have this be a success, we’ll all need to pitch in 
and help out. If everyone can help, even a little, then 
we should all be able to have a good time and the 
load won’t fall too heavily on any one person.  
 

 Some volunteers that we’d like to line up right 

away, are members who would be prepared to 

spend either Friday or Saturday night in the 

marquee to guard the sale plants. Bob Bush has 

already offered for one night, but he’ll need some 

company, and we need volunteers for the other 

night.  Any of the committee members would be 

glad to hear from you! 

 
All in all, it should be a very enjoyable weekend, and 
I encourage all members to plan on helping out at the 
show but also participating in the conference events. 
This is one weekend where we should all try to have 
our cake and eat it too. 
 

From the Sales Table 
 

David Judge and Bob Bush have volunteered to run 
the sales table for the year. Thanks guys! 
 
We are considering buying coffee mugs with our 
logo, as well as polo shirts with the society logo. 
While we don’t yet have the final details, neither will 
be very expensive: the mug less than $10 and the 
shirts less than $25. It would be helpful to us if you 
would be prepared to indicate at the next meeting if 
you would be interested buying either or both of 
these items. 
 
 

Plants for bush fire victim 
 
Some of you will recall from our May meeting that 
the society had been approached by a friend of a 
woman who had lost all her orchids in the January 
bushfires. If you have any orchids you would like to 
donate to get her started again, please bring them to 
the July meeting and we’ll make the delivery soon 
thereafter. 
 
 
 

CROSSWORD No 8  SOLUTION 

 

T A N K E R V I L L E A E 

E  I  X  E   O    

M I C R O O R G A N I S M 

P  H  S  I   G   O 

E V E N T  T A W  D E N 

R    O  Y  H  I  O 

A L M O S T  G O S S I P 

T  O  I  E  L    H 

U T E  S O T  E B O N Y 

R   P   H  M  C  L 

E N V I R O N M E N T A L 

   T   I  A  E  U 

C A N A L I C U L A T U M 
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Growing Odontoglossums and Cattleyas  

Together 

Brian Phelan 

 

Glasshouse Arrangements 

This article describes the benching and other 
arrangements that allow members of the Cattleya and 
Odontoglossum alliances to be grown together. This 
arrangement attempts to provide, within the one 
enclosure, the different growing conditions required 
by the two groups. It has been used with reasonable 
success for several years. 
 
The two groups require different light levels with the 
odontoglossums needing less light than the cattleyas. 
The odontoglossums are also less tolerant of high 
summer temperatures than the cattleyas. To 
accommodate these differences a two-tiered benching 
arrangement is used. The benches are constructed 
from a 40x40mm (1½x1½in) angle iron frame with a 
50mm (2in) galvanised mesh bench top. 
 
The bench for the cattleyas is approximately 1 metre 
(39in) from the floor. The plants are placed on the 
mesh with a space between plants equivalent to the 
pot diameter. The pots are grouped according to size. 
This provides a 50% reduction in light to the plants 
below and makes watering easier.  A lightweight 
transparent screen is fitted immediately below the 
mesh bench top. It is made from a 10x10mm (½in) 
aluminium angle frame covered with horticultural 
plastic film which is stretched tightly over the frame. 
This frame is mounted with a slight fall to the rear to 
allow water to drain off. 
 
The bench for the odontoglossums is located 
approximately 200mm (8in) above floor level. It is 
also made from a 40x40mm (1½x1½in) angle iron 
frame which is welded inside the support legs of the 
upper bench. This frame is fitted with a base of 
cement fibre sheet which, together with the edges of 
the angle iron frame, forms a shallow tray. This is 
filled with scoria which is kept saturated with a daily 
hose down - a wet bench, in effect. The 
odontoglossums sit on this bed of scoria. 
 

With the odontoglossums 
growing near floor level where 
the daytime temperature is 
about 5ºC (9ºF) cooler than the 
upper bench level and the 
reduced lighting due to the 
shading effect of the cattleyas 
on the top bench, this benching 
system achieves the different 
light levels and temperatures 
required by the two groups.  
The glass house is heated by a 
domestic electric fan heater of 
2.4kw which is controlled by a 
room thermostat set to operate 

when the temperature falls below 13ºC (55ºF). The 
glasshouse is cooled in summer by a domestic 
evaporative cooler which is controlled by another 
room thermostat. It operates when the temperature 
rises to 27ºC (81ºF). The air cooler is fitted to the end 
(north) wall of the glasshouse at floor level and is 
supplied with water via a cistern ball valve. At the 
same end of the glasshouse as the cooler, but at roof 
level, an automatic vent-opener is fitted. This is set to 
open at 24ºC (75ºF). When the temperature rises and 
the cooler operates it blows moistened air directly 
over the odontoglossums. The air travels the length of 
the glasshouse before returning to exhaust to the 
outside via the roof vent.  
 
With the dry summers experienced in Canberra, 
evaporative cooling is very effective and glasshouse 
temperatures are often 5ºC (9ºF) cooler than the 
outside temperature. The maximum temperature 
inside the glasshouse has never exceeded 32ºC 
(90ºF). With the lower bench in the direct air stream 
of the cooler, the odontoglossums never experience 
temperatures above 28ºC (82ºF). In addition to 
cooling the glasshouse the evaporative cooler 
maintains the humidity around 50-70% so I have 
found the misting system, originally installed to 
control humidity, to be unnecessary. The coolers are 
not expensive to run and I have found Bonaire 
models to be the best ones. They have decent 
bearings and can be expected to last for several years. 
They also have a good surface area of cooling pads 
and enough room inside to plumb in a water valve. 
This is essential as the water reservoir in the base of 
the cooler is only sufficient for a couple of hours of 
operation. 
 
The glasshouse is fitted with a 70% shadecloth cover 
which remains in place all year round. In late spring I 
begin to increase the shading by progressively 
whitewashing the glass with a simple mix of hydrated 
lime and water. This is applied with an old paint 
roller on a stick. In autumn this process is reversed 
and the whitewash progressively removed using a 
broom and the hose. The adjustments to the level of 
shading are fairly frequent at first, especially during 
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the spring (paint a bit more on here, remove a bit 
there). The colour of the leaves on the plants is the 
indicator I go by (see cattleya cultivation notes). 
 
A frame of light weight steel tubing is fitted inside 
the glasshouse. It follows the shape of the glasshouse 
and is covered with bubble plastic sheeting. There is 
a space of about 8cm (3in) between the plastic layer 
and glass surface. This increases the insulation so it 
reduces heating costs and it also helps to diffuse the 
light. 
 

Culture 

 

The cattleya collection is treated as though they were 
growing in a 'cattleya only' collection. During the 
winter months the plants are watered according to the 
dryness of the medium, taking into account the rate of 
growth of the plant - it may be quite dormant, or 
making some growth. The best way is to assess each 
pot individually and water accordingly. If time does 
not permit this I delay watering until nearly all the 
plants are quite dry then water the whole lot 
thoroughly. After this thorough watering, on a 
fortnightly basis, the plants are fertilised using a 
proportioner fitted to the hose delivering at half the 
recommended rate of application. For detailed 
growing information on cattleyas see Terry Turner's 
article as my culture of cattleyas is essentially the 
same as his. 
 
The odontoglossum collection requires more 
attention than the cattleyas. The potting mix I use is 
50% (by volume) Debco medium bark and 50% 
pelletised NZ sphagnum moss. This mix is soft and 
spongy and easy to pot with. The plants are watered 
with a very dilute (about ¹/8 strength) fertiliser mix at 
every watering. The aim is keep the mix just damp, 
not soggy. Don't allow this type of mix to become dry 
or you will find it difficult to re-wet it.  
In winter I find it sufficient to examine each plant 
once a week and water just enough to maintain the 
correct moisture levels. In addition to normal 
watering the odontoglossums are given a misting 
with a fogging wand in the morning, along with any 
slab mounted plants and those grown in baskets. 
Watering is easier if you group the plants according 
to size. I keep the small plants in tubes together in 
plastic trays. Also in groups are recent repots and 
sickly plants. This helps me keep an eye on plants 
needing more attention. 
Because the odontoglossums receive fertiliser at each 
watering it is essential to repot each year. The plants 
are repotted according to their growth cycle, when 
the newly developing lead growth is about 25mm 
(1in) long. As this can be at any time of the year 
repotting the odontoglossum collection is a 
continuous process. 
 

If you suspect there is a problem with an 
odontoglossum not growing and progressing through 
its usual cycle of new growth appearance, growth and 
maturation of bulb, flower spike development, and 
perhaps a short dormancy, then the first treatment is 
to upend the pot and check the root health. With the 
potting mix described the roots are easily examined 
and if moisture levels are correct the mix won't fall 
out everywhere. If the plant is not growing correctly 
you can bet there is a problem with the root system. 
In this case, trim off all the rotted, soft or doubtful 
looking roots and repot in fresh mix into the smallest 
pot that will fit the trimmed back plant. Stake the 
repotted plant firmly (essential!) and keep the mix 
barely moist, frequently misting the leaves to prevent 
dehydration. 
 
If a sickly plant starts to develop a flower spike 
remove it immediately, otherwise you risk losing the 
plant. A flower spike should only be allowed to 
develop on a pseudobulb of good size on a plant with 
at least three well developed, mature bulbs. The bulb 
carrying the flower spike should have a plump, shiny 
appearance. Any suggestion of a shrivelled 
appearance probably means the root system is suspect 
and the spike should be nipped off. 
 
One of the desirable qualities of odontoglossums is 
that there are very few 'shy' or non flowering types. 
Often very small plants will attempt to flower but you 
should resist the temptation to let them do this and 
remove the developing spike. However, if an 
unflowered plant is not too small it can be allowed to 
carry one or two buds to maturity so you can see the 
flower quality. To do this, nip off all the rest of the 
buds on the spike and remove the mature flowers 
soon after opening. This technique also works with 
other genera. 
 
Because the method of growing odontoglossums is 
fairly labour intensive, requiring frequent handling to 
assess water requirements, the outbreak of any pest 
infestation is rare. There is the occasional spot 
occurrence with scale insects being the most common 
problem encountered. This is treated as it is detected 
on individual plants. 
 
By far the most annoying pests are slugs which attack 
developing flower spikes and the small bush or garlic 
snails which nibble the growing tips of the roots. 
There does not seem to be a successful preventative 
treatment for these. Snail pellets are useful but 
quickly go mouldy in the moist environment. Some 
protection for new flower spikes is afforded by 
suspending the pots on wire hangers but some slugs 
even manage to crawl down these to get a meal. I 
have noticed that a plant with slug damage is often 
subject to a repeat attack on the following night. It 
seems the slugs may be able to retrace their silvery 
trails from their hiding spots to a tasty bud. You can 
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sometimes catch the culprits as they revisit the scene 
of their crime by doing a night patrol with a torch. 
 
If the humidity is kept to the level required for 
successful odontoglossum growing there will not be 
any problems with spider mites. 
 
Occasionally some plants are affected by rots which 
can occur on the leaves or bulbs. I have never known 
whether these are caused by fungus or bacterial 
infection. I used to spray with fungicide but it never 
seemed to do any good so now, unless the problem 
seems to be affecting several plants at once, I just cut 
off the affected leaf or paint the diseased bulb with a 
mix of Bordeaux powder and water. The odd plant 
succumbs but unless it is a specially prized plant, I 
don't get too worried. The problems experienced with 
rots would probably be lessened by increased 
ventilation and the admission of more fresh air from 
outside but, in a cold winter climate such as we have 
here in Canberra, the heating bills would soar. The 
only air admitted during winter is via a slightly open 
bottom vent and what air finds its way through the 
pads of the evaporative cooler. Certainly there are a 
lot less rot problems in the warmer months when the 
ventilation is freer. 
 
Beginners who might like to try growing a few 
odontoglossums may be able to find a suitable spot in 
their existing growing area. Remember, the basic 
requirements are: fairly low light (but not heavy 
shade), cool and moist, and not too hot in summer. 
Look for a spot near floor level (where it should be 
coolest). A few inches of absorbent scoria, which can 
be soaked down daily will increase the humidity 
level. Don't start off with small plants, but ones of 
flowering size. If possible, look for plants that show 
signs of having flowered before. 
 
This method of growing odontoglossums alongside 
(or, more accurately, below) cattleyas is of course 
something of a compromise and has a few 
disadvantages. Bending to examine the plants on the 
lower bench being the biggest disadvantage for me! 
However, it has been successful for me for long 
enough to say it works. 
 
P.S. You can also grow the beautiful Columbian 
'pansy' orchids (Miltoniopsis) alongside the 
odontoglossums giving them exactly the same 
treatment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CROSSWORD No 9 by Dennis Drobe 

 

1  2   3  4   5  6 

             

7    8  9  10     

             

11     12  13  14    

             

15   16          

             

17  18  19  20  21  22   

             

23     24  25      

             

26       27      

 
ACROSS 

1   This specific epithet was due to Ms Derek taking 
tea with Uncle Sam (6) 

4 Do rich people collect such a plant? (6) 
7 Oophorectomies (13) 
11 Pa and I film the action causing inflation (13) 
15 Overfulfill above and under writer (13) 
17 A mollusc and a baseball player get the bird (13) 
23 A performer of miracles (13) 

26 Union of the stamen and the style in an orchid (6) 

27   Her tan was pollen-bearing (6) 

DOWN 

1 The type of words that imitate sounds (13) 
2 Politician may follow art but he is still a bum (5) 
3 Adam’s … is drinking water (3) 
4 Exercise one’s discretion regarding pot (3) 
5 Johanna Spyri wrote this novel or I, he and Di 

did (5) 
6 Reduces things to fragments and it’s great to be 

rid of sin (13)  
8 Largest social group in Maoridom (3) 
9  Saddle (3) 
10 Cor, it’s a goblin! (3) 
12 Mineral that glows in UV light or flu evolves (5) 
13 The French leave Elissia in a town in Cote 

D’Ivoire (Ivory Coast) (5) 
14 Art on the road (3) 
16 Rodent art (3) 
18 George Bernard at 50 needed one to keep his 

shoulders warm (5) 
19 You will find this tree in Wilhelmshaven (3) 
20 Member of the family Felidae (3) 
21 Rot! It’s a hill! (3) 
22 Seven dwarfs sang “…..-ho” (5) 
24 Prickle when 500 leave at dawn (3) 
25 Genus of the fiddler crab (3) 
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Popular Vote May 2003
 

Masdevallia species Masdevallia exquisita Jane Wright 

Masdevallia hybrid Masdevallia Peach Fuzz Judy Osborne 

Oncidium species Comparettia speciosa Brian Phelan 

Oncidium alliance Oncidium hybrid  Robert Rough 

Laeliinae hybrid – miniature Slc. Future Dream (= Lc. Leeanum ‘#1’ x Soph. 

coccinea ‘Graceland’) 
Robert Rough 

Laeliinae hybrid – intermediate Cattleya Porcia Robert Rough 

Laeliinae hybrid – standard Blc. Memoria Susan Hawkins ‘Burdekin’ Robert Rough 

Laeliinae species Cattleya maxima Robert Rough 

Coelogyne alliance Dendrochilum wassellii Don Chesher 

Paphiopedilum alliance Phragmipedium Don Wimber Jane Wright 

Exotic terrestrial Stenoglottis longifolia Don Chesher 

Any other species Lycaste deppei Judy Osborne 

Popular Orchid of the Night Dendrochilum wassellii Don Chesher 

Judges’ Choice – Best Species Comparettia speciosa Brian Phelan 

Judges’ Choice – Best Hybrid Cattleya Porcia Robert Rough 

 

 

Popular Vote June 2003
 

Vandaceous Alliance Euanthe sanderiana Ben Wallace 

Oncidium species Oncidium ornithorhynchum Brian Leedham 

Oncidium Alliance hybrid Odontocidium Autumn Tints Jane Wright 

Laeliinae hybrid – miniature Potinara Dal’s Emperor (=Pot. Free Spirit 
‘Laina’ x Sc. Lana Coryell ‘David’) 

Brian Leedham 

Laeliinae hybrid – intermediate Slc. Mari’s Beat (= Lc. Mari’s Song x Sc. 
Beaufort) 

Robert Rough 

Laeliinae hybrid – standard Lc. Shellie Compton ‘Touch of Class’ Robert Rough 

Coelogyne species Coelogyne lentiginosa Don Chesher 

Dendrobium species Dendrobium Golden Glory x Sunglow ‘KWR’ Robert Rough 

Paphiopedilum species Paphiopedilum praestans Terry Turner 

Paphiopedilum hybrid Paphiopedilum Fumi’s Gold Terry Turner 

Phragmipedium hybrid Phragmipedium Don Wimber Jane Wright 

Pleurothallid Alliance Restrepia cuprea Don Chesher 

Orchid of the Night Paphiopedilum praestans Terry Turner 

Judges’ Choice – Best Species Paphiopedilum praestans Terry Turner 

Judges’ Choice – Best Hybrid Paphiopedilum Oriental Tapestry Terry Turner 

 

 

Contributions to the Bulletin 

You can get material to the editor by the following means: 

In person: At meetings, or if I am not there to either Robyn Noel or Laurie Woods. 
By mail: PO Box 3312, Belconnen, ACT 2617  not the Orchid Soc PO Box 
By phone: (02) 6254 1119 (h) Fax (02) 6246 4202 
By email: E.Jane.Wright@csiro.au  
Hand written, typed and computer generated material all welcome and will be included as soon as possible subject to space.   Contributions preferably by 
14th of Jan,  Feb, April, June, August, October. 
Computer files: This bulletin is prepared with Word for Windows 2000 on a PC.  I can handle .doc, .rtf and .txt text formats and digital still and  video 
images in most popular formats including .avi, .jpg, .tif and .bmp.  Please keep formatting to a minimum, especially if it includes graphics.  I can also scan 
drawings, text, slides and photographic prints. Contributors using a Mac please format files to a PC readable format before sending them to me.  Please keep 
a backup copy of your own of anything you send me as accidents can happen!   I can handle IBM formatted floppy disks and CDs.  Please put your name on 
disks so that I can return them to you. Any questions, please see, ring or email me. 

The Editor, Jane Wright 

 

 

 

 

 


