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News in Brief 
Regular Monthly Meetings 
Monthly meetings of the Society are held on the first 
Tuesday of each month (except January) in Room 1, 
Griffin Centre, Bunda St, Civic. Meetings commence at 
8:00 p.m. with the library and trading table open from 
7.30 p.m. 

May 1: Alan Merriman Alan will address the very 
important topic of, Pests and Diseases. He has a wealth 
of experience and his advice can help all orchid growers 
to achieve healthier, happier plants. 

June 5: AGM Miss it at your peril!! Also, we'll look at 
some extraTERRESTRIAL life forms with Laurie 
Woods. Expect to meet some strange species. 
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Coming Events 

STOP 1 
29 April Orchid Workshop See page 5. 

Sept 28 -29, 2001 Orchid Odyssey South & West 
Regional Show & Conference at Batemans Bay, p 5. 

Sept 24-28, 2001 Orchid Conservation Congress, p 5 

Next Committee Meeting 
May 12 Hans de Vries 8 p.m. 

The Fine Print 
© 2000 The Orchid Society of Canberra, Inc. The Orchid Society of 
Canberra disclaims liability for any loss, financial or otherwise, 
caused as a result of the contents of this Bulletin. 
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The Editor notes... 

Many of us have entered the orchid hobby by way of a smiling 
face at a show, a first purchase or gift of a beautifully 
flowered orchid, or by joining an orchid society to learn more 
about the hobby and to meet similar-minded people. By 
whatever means we were lured into the orchid hobby passion, 
we likely remember, fondly, the friendly face at our first 
show, the helping hand when we first tackled re-potting, the 
thoughtful guidance of a hobbyist-mentor when we wanted to 
expand our collection and the advice of a seasoned exhibitor 
when we took the plunge and decided to display our pride 
and joy. Many of us remember the wise counsel of a senior 
hobbyist who cautioned about disease transmission, or who 
pointed out that, "To save a plant, you give a division away". 

Just as you and I benefited from helpful advice from seasoned 
hobbyists and from their willingness to share plants and 
information, so we should extend the same generosity to our 
newer members. Take the opportunity before the monthly 
meeting starts or during the tea break to get to know the 
newer members and talk to them about your shared hobby. 
You don't have to be an expert grower, just be willing to 
share your orchid growing experience and listen to theirs. 
Actively mentoring new hobbyists will help our Society to 
grow and prosper. 

Meanwhile, Brian and I are off to 'Playland', our new house 
at the coast. Now that we have both retired it's 'no work and 
all play' for us ©. We will retain membership of the Canberra 
Society and hope to get to meetings regularly, as well as 
seeing you at at shows, fairs and workshops. 

Lynne Phelan 

MINUTES O F T H E ANNUAL G E N E R A L M E E T I N G 
6 JUNE 2000 
Attendance: 47 Apologies: 4 
President Laurie Woods opened the AGM at 8.10pm. 

P R E S I D E N T ' S REPORT 
A special thanks to members for your support throughout the 
year with attendance generally around the fifty mark. It is 
pleasing for the committee to receive the support they de
serve for putting together an interesting program and for the 
general running of the society. 

A big thanks to our guest speakers, some whom had travelled 
many hundreds of kilometres for a one hour program and the 
hope of selling some plants. The speakers: Andrew Paget, 
replating seedlings with his new formula, Don Chesher on 
Coelogyne, Clive Halls on odontoglossum alliance; Sandra 
Corbett on plant preparation for the Show; Ben Wallace on 
the vandaceous group and also on the orchids on his trip to 
Borneo; Frank Fogliati on pollination in orchids; Kevin Hip-
kins on cymbidiums, draculas and about the orchid business; 
Kevin Wilson on sarcochilus; Geoff Dyne who did a tremen
dous job with maxillarias and myself on nobile type softcane 
dendrobiums. All in all, a great program for the year. 

Thanks to all our sponsors who year after year support our 
annual Spring Show and particularly the Greengold group for 
gift vouchers to the value of the three hundred dollars as 

major sponsor. Our show convenor, Robyn Noel, and the 
Show committee with the assistance of many other members 
once again put on a great Show. 

Some of the committee have retired this year and I would just 
like to mention some of their history. Frank Fogliati, our 
secretary extraordinaire for the past three years, and who in 
that time has brought the Society into the twenty-first century 
by designing our website. His great general knowledge of 
orchids that he freely imparts to members plus his input to 
committee has been very much appreciated. Sandra Corbett 
has served on the committee for seven years of her ten year 
membership, one year as an ordinary committee member then 
three years as secretary and the last three years as treasurer. 
She has often given way above her normal committee duties 
and has liked to be involved in most of what is going on. 
Next is Mark Fraser who, like Sandra, has spent seven years 
on the committee: one year as vice president, several years as 
editor of the Bulletin and as a walking encyclopedia on 
matters orchidaceous has served the Society well as show 
marshal and again has been prepared to be involved with 
matters beyond his normal committee duties. Lila Rose 
another retiring member has been a committee member for 
four years. She was the driving force behind joining with the 
Horticultural Society to enable members to show plants at 
their Shows, in particular the Autumn Show. She has very 
ably assisted with our own Show and with general committee 
work. A big thanks to all of these members for their hard 
work and continued support for the Society. 

I would like to thank the other members of the committee for 
their support over the last year. Don has done a sterling job 
on the sales table ably supported by Hans de Vries. Brian 
Leedham has managed the popular vote table all year with 
assistance from Rob Rough. Ben has assisted with supper 
and contributed articles to the bulletin as well as his input to 
the committee. Brian and Lynne have kept the library well 
organised enabling members to get the most out of the books 
that are available. The judge's choice from the popular vote 
table has been ably chosen by the various judges that we have 
in our midst: Judy Osborne, Peter Miszalski, Jane Wright and 
Sheila Cudmore. Away from the committee there have been 
many members who have given their time and effort to 
contribute to the successful year we have just completed. 
This is very much appreciated. 

The vice president, what would I have done without her? 
Robyn has lightened my load so much throughout the year 
assisting me with many and varied tasks. Robyn started on 
the committee for the 1995 Canberra South West Regional 
Conference and since that time has built up a great wealth of 
knowledge on the functions of the Society and it is this 
knowledge and her willingness to undertake many different 
tasks that makes her such a great asset to the Society. Thank 
you Robyn. 

For those who I haven't mentioned specifically also a big 
thank you. 

Laurie Woods President. 

T R E A S U R E R ' S REPORT 
The Treasurer's Unaudited Report was accepted on the 
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motion of Lynne Phelan and seconded by Pam Phillips. 

PREVIOUS MINUTES 
The minutes of the previous A G M held on 1 June 1999 were 
accepted on the motion of Keith Alden and seconded by Robyn 
Noel. 
PROCEEDINGS 
• Laurie presented the President's report. 
• The Meritorious Service Award was presented to Robyn 

Noel 
• Kevin Osborne was nominated as the Society's auditor for 

2001. Moved by Mark Fraser and seconded by Brian 
Leedham. 

C O M M I T T E E M E M B E R S 
Laurie handed proceedings over to the Returning Officer, 
Sandra Corbett. She announced that no voting would occur as 
she had received only one nomination per vacancy. All Execu
tive positions, and 4 of the 5 general committee positions were 
filled by prior lodgment. Trevor Hughes filled the vacancy for 
the final position on the general committee. This motion was 
moved by Jane Wright and seconded by Robyn Noel. The 
President declared all positions filled. 
The following committee members were elected: 
President- Laurie Woods 
Vice President- Lynne Phelan 
Treasurer- Robyn Noel 
Secretary- Brian Leedham 
General Committee- Don Chesher, Hans de Vries, Trevor 
Hughes, Brian Phelan, Ben Wallace 

The A G M closed at 8.35pm 

M I N U T E S O F G E N E R A L M E E T I N G 6 March 2001 
Attendance 35 (including 1 new member; Ire-joining member, 
and 3 visitors) Apologies 8 
President Laurie Woods opened the meeting 8.08 p m and 
welcomed all present. 
PREVIOUS MINUTES 
The minutes of the meeting 6 February 2001 were accepted 
on the motion of Sheila Cudmore, seconded by Tony Boyd. 

S E C R E T A R Y ' S REPORT 
Presented by Brian Leedham 
Newsletters 
OSNSW (Feb); Gosford & District (Feb); Kiama & District 
(Feb); Sapphire Coast (Feb); ANOS (March). 
Other Correspondence 
Orchid Club of SA re "Orchids in the Wine State" ( 1 8 - 2 1 
September 2003); OSNSW invitation to attend affiliation 
meeting in Sydney 24 March; Griffin Centre re position of 
Executive Officer; Renewal form for "The Orchid Review" 
Bank Statement to 16 February; Toowoomba Insurance Bro
kers re Public Liability Insurance, Australia Post re renewal of 
Post Box hire. 
Publications 
"Orchids" AOS (Feb); "Lindleyana" (Dec); Alpine Garden 
Society Publication order form. 
Catalogues 
Kultana Orchids (Bangkok 2001); P & R Orchids (2001). 
The Secretary's report was accepted on the motion of Shiela 
Cudmore, seconded by Dean Carriage. 

Treasurer's Report 
Presented by Robyn Noel. 
Bank balance was $ 6313.30 
The Treasurer's report was accepted on the motion of Trevor 
Hughes, seconded by Lyn Phelan. 
O T H E R M A T T E R S 
Horticultural Show 
Laurie reminded members that the Autumn Horticultural Show 
would be on at Albert Hall next weekend, and that he hoped 
members would bench as many orchids as possible, particularly 
those that had been benched at this meeting. 

S P E A K E R S 
There were two speakers at this meeting; both Canberra Soci
ety members. 
Richard Phillips 
Richard spoke about the evolution of the orchid houses which 
he and Pam have maintained over some 15 years, starting with 
a small lean-to attached to the back veranda. The purchase of 
more orchids led to the need for larger and more appropriate 
accommodation. This was initially in the form of an 
8f X lOf glasshouse built on top of a block wall giving good 
headroom. As their collection grew further a larger house was 
built as an attachment to the back of a garage. Richard 
demonstrated this evolution by means of a series of pho
tographs taken at the relevant times. These photos showed not 
only the evolution of the glasshouses themselves, but the 
rapidly expanding number and range of the Phillips' orchid 
collection. A couple of interesting aspects of Richard's presen
tation were the graphical plotting of the daily temperature 
ranges in his orchid house ( between 12 degrees and 34 
degrees in late February), and his experimentation with the 
placement of a worm farm in his house in an attempt to build 
up the carbon di-oxide level (his house being very well sealed). 
Ben Wallace 

Ben spoke on the subject of orchid classification, with the 
objective that members might understand more readily the 
objectives and rules behind the naming of orchids on plant 
labels. 
He noted that this was a complex subject, but that there was a 
need to name plants so that people will know which plant is 
being referred to. The Linnaean System for naming plants has 
evolved over 200 years. The system reflects the "blood-line" 
relationships between plants, and uses a binomial ( ie a two-
name) system. 
• the genus or generic name (plural is genera) 
• the species name (sp singular spp plural) 

The generic name always starts with a capital letter. The 
species name does not. 
The generic and species names should be in different type-faces 
(e g species in italics) 
The species is the basic classification unit ( ie a population or 
group of populations of like individuals, which freely inter
breed, but do not interbreed with other populations. 
Variation within a species gives rise to infra - species taxa. 
Certain species can respond to different environments to pro
duce flowers which differ to some degree. Many species are 
highly specific to a particular pollinator. They have developed 
particular scents and shapes over a considerable period of time 
to attract their specific pollinator, and to ensure that pollination 
takes place. Without this relationship the species could be
come extinct. Ben proposes to continue this presentation at a 
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later meeting. 
Door Prize: Brian Leedham 
Raffle: Geoff Dyne; Lila Rose; Gunther Anglberger; 
Yvonne Day; EdnaO'Dell. 
The Meeting closed at 10.29 p m. 

MINUTES O F G E N E R A L M E E T I N G 3 April 2001 
Attendance : 44 Members 2 Visitors 6 Apologies 
President Laurie Woods opened the meeting 8.10 p m and 
welcomed all present. 
Vouchers were received from the China Tea Club for $10 
(Door Prize) and $20 (Judges Choice and Orchid of the 
night). 
S E C R E T A R Y ' S REPORT 
Presented by Robyn Noel in the absence of Brian Leedham 
Newsletters 
OSNSW (March); Gosford & District (March); Kiama & 
District (March); Albury - Wodonga (April); Campbelltown 
(Feb); Sapphire Coast (March); AOC (Agenda for 
May).ANOS (March). 
Other Correspondence 
Griffin Centre re farewell for Moira Haken, Aust. Orchid 
Soc. (Report on projects supported by AOF; and publica
tions list) First International Orchid Conservation Congress 
(24 - 28 September 2001 Perth) 12th Orchid Glenn nursery 
Open Day 20 May, Dungog 
Publications 
The Orchid Review (Jan-Feb and March-April) The Orcha
dian (March) 
The Secretary's report was accepted on the motion of Noel 
Price, seconded by Ann Howarth 
Treasurer's Report 
Presented by Robyn Noel. 
Bank balance was $5987.65 
The Treasurer's report was accepted on the motion of 
Trevor Hughes, seconded by Sandra Corbett 
O T H E R M A T T E R S 
The Society is still looking for nominations for Bulletin Edi
tor and Committee members for next year 
Judges Course: A judges course is being arranged for mem
bers of orchid societies in the South West Region. It will 
take place in Canberra over 5 weekends within the next 18 
months at a cost of $50 per participant. Any member inter
ested should advise Sheila Cudmore ASAP. 
Open Glasshouses on Sunday 8 April from 2-4 p m (Hans 
de Vries; Mark and Sandra Fraser; Brian Phelan; and Sheila 
Cudmore) 
Workshop at Laurie Woods' house 29 April 
First International Orchid Conservation Congress 24-28 
September 2001 (Kings Park WA) 
G U E S T S P E A K E R 
Norma Stafford spoke on the cultivation of Cymbidium. 
She transplants seedlings from flasks in autumn and spring, 
after washing off the agar and allowing 24 hours to dry. She 
pots into spagnum moss, wrapping strands of moss firmly 
around roots. After suitable growth has taken place they go 
into 7 or 8 inch pots with a bark mix until they flower. The 
pots are kept under 50% shade cloth (white or biscuit) so 
that they receive lots of light but not hot direct midday sun. 
They are watered daily in Summer, and regularly in Spring. 
I f the weather is hot the area is cooled down with water in 
the evening. Low nitrogen fertiliser is applied once a week 

when watering from Spring until Christmas, and high nitro
gen fertiliser is applied from April through Winter. Slow 
release fertiliser or dynamic lifter is added when re- potting 
or from late March through Winter. Re-potting takes place 
in Spring or April into a 10 inch maximum size pot. Red or 
brown Cymbidiums should be given light until in flower, 
then shade Greens like colder areas. White, yellow and 
green flowers need to be shaded when out of their sheaths. 
Divisions should consist of three green bulbs (with no back 
bulbs) or two green bulbs and one back bulb. In Winter 
horticultural plastic is placed over the shade house to retain 
some warmth. 
Mancozeb and Zineb should be alternated to control fungus 
such as Anthracnose (spotty black leaves). Kocide may also 
be used, but not in summer. Red spider can be controlled 
with Kelthane, but keeping the underside of leaves moist 
can also help because red spiders prefer dry conditions. 
Mesural 750 is used to control snails, slugs, slaters, ants and 
dendrobium beetles. 
As soon as flowers open they should be staked to the middle 
of the spike with a tie or clip. There are no restrictions on 
tying or stakes as long, but this must be unobtrusive. Cut 
back any die-back in the shape of a leaf, and use a milk/ 
water mix to shine the leaves. 
Judges Choice : Gongora quinquinervis (Lynne Phelan) 
Door Prize : Bob Evans 
Raffle : Gerlinde Lenz, Ann Howarth, Irene Altinger, Peter 
Mizalski, Gloria Altinger 
The Meeting closed at 10.10 p m. 

From the President 

As previously announced, a number of members of the 
Committee will not be seeking re-election. Of the general 
membership, Lynne and Brian Phelan and Trevor Hughes 
are moving interstate and Don Chesher is taking a break. I 
have completed my three terms as President and cannot 
continue in that role under the terms of our constitution. 

New Committee members are needed so we can continue to 
operate as a successful society. 
A Nomination Form for election 
is included in this Bulletin. 
Please give serious considera
tion to supporting your society 
in this way. The time commit
ment is not great (one meeting a 
month) and it can be a very 
rewarding way of expanding 
your involvement with your so
ciety. 

To nominate for the Committee 
you must be a financial mem
ber of the Society and you 

should complete the enclosed nomination form. Member
ship dues are payable to the Treasurer, Robyn Noel, and can 
be paid at the May meeting, or mailed to our post office 
box.. Nomination forms should be forwarded to the Public 
Officer, B E F O R E 25 May 2001 These can be sent to the 
post office box or mailed directly to Robyn at 7 Newland 
Street, Flynn, ACT. 
Again, I urge you to become actively involved and to 
support your society. 

Laurie Woods 
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COMING EVENTS 

Sunday Workhop, 29 April: 2.00 - 5.00 pm 
at: Laurie Woods, 9 Dowthwaite Street, Fraser 
Program: Throughout the afternoon demonstrations and/or 
information sessions will address the following topics: 
* potting and mounting orchids 
* propagating orchids by division, keikis, etc 
* deflasking 
* greenhouse/shadehouse construction 
* building benches 
I f a member has a particular orchid-related problem, be it 
cultural, structural, electrical or whatever, come along and 
we'll try to help you solve it. 

Barbecue: An optional barbecue will follow the workshop. 
Members who wish to stay should provide their own meat 
and favourite tipple. All members and their families are 
welcome to both workshop and barbecue. 

Orchid Odyssey 2001 
29-30 September at Batemans Bay High School 

This is our biennial South and West Regional Conference 
and Show and members are encouraged to support this 
event which has a comprehensive and varied program. 
Conference speakers include: 
Dennis Diehm - novelty Phalaenopsis and mini. Cattleyas 
Kevin Hipkins - Cymbidiums and Odontoglossum inter-
generics 
Brian Milligan - cool growing species, Disas and exotic 
terrestrials 
Wal Rhodes - complex and Maudiae Paphiopedilum, multi-
flowering and species Paphiopedilums. 
Conference registration is a tiny $25 p.p. for two days or 
$15 p.p. for one day. This is great value. Accommodation 
can be arranged through the event's principal sponsor, L . J . 
H O O K E R on 02 44726455. There is a range of accommo
dation available at very favourable rates. Details of the 
progam and registration forms are available from our Secre
tary, Brian Leedham. 

As well as the conference, the combined societies' Show 
will be held. Your support will be needed to assist with 
transport of flowers and to help set up our display. We have 
won first prize for our display on many occasions and it it to 
be hoped that, with the help of lots of our members, we can 
again make a good showing in 2001. The display usually 
reflects the conference theme so think about an Orchid 
Odyssey . I f you have an idea for a display that reflects the 
theme please talk to a member of the new Committee. 

Orchid Conservation 
The First International Orchid Conservation Congress 
(incorporating the 2nd International Orchid Population B i 
ology Conference) will be held September 24 to 28, 2001, 
at the Hyatt Regency Perth in Western Australia. The 
congress, which is being produced in conjunction with the 
American Orchid Society, among other conservation-
minded groups, will bring together for the first time orchid-
conservation specialists, researchers and practitioners to 
develop an understanding of global issues in orchid conser

vation. Speakers from some of the world's leading orchid-
conservation institutions will review the status of orchid 
conservation and the advances being made in its techniques. 
Information: Congress Secretariat, International Orchid 
Conservation Congress, Congress West Pty. Ltd., PO Box 
1248, West Perth 6872, Western Australia (Phone 08 9322 
6906; E-mail conwes(a),congresswest.com.au; Web site 
www.bgpa. wa.gov.au). 

SNIPPETS 
Sapphire Coast Orchid Workshop 
On the weekend of 17-18 March nine members of our 
society went to Tathra to join with about 40 other enthusi
asts from societies as far away as Victoria to share and 
learn more about our hobby. The guest speakers, Clive Halls 
and Kevin Hipkins, ran some informative, and often very 
entertaining, workshops on a variety of cool-growing gen
era. There were some bargains to be had from the sales table 
and most of us came home 'tired and poor, but happy'. 

The organisation was a credit to Norma Stafford and the 
friendly, hard-working members of the Sapphire Coast Or
chid Club. The lunches and morning/afternoon teas were 
thoroughly enjoyed and the venue, Kianinny Cabins, is an 
absolute delight. It is in a beautiful bush setting with well-
appointed cabins, a tranquil lake, lots of walking trails and 
interesting wildlife. 

My advice is, next time you see a workshop advertised, go 
for it! Lynne Phelan 

THE AUTUMN SHOW 
The members who benched plants at the Autumn Show at 
the Albert Hall again managed to make a creditable display 
which was appreciated by the Horticultural Society and of 
obvious interest to the public. 

The Champion Orchid was taken out by Don Chesher's 
Dendrochilum. Congratulations, Don, and thanks to Sheila 
Cudmore, Peter Miszalski, Lila Rose, Ben Wallace and 
Brian Phelan who gave up their time to judge and marshal. 

Unfortunately, only half a dozen members supported the 
event by registering plants. Some of the lovely plants that 
were on the bench at our meeting on the previous Tuesday 
night were missing. Because registration is a matter of a 
single phone call and there is no time commitment other 
than to deliver and _ 

SHE DOES GO 
ON A BIT, 
DOESN'T SHE!! 

collect your plants, I 
think it must be apathy 
that prevents members 
from participating in 
the Horticultural Soci
ety Shows. It is a great 
pity as it is an opportu
nity to showcase or
chids to the general 
public and attract new 
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members to our (YOUR!) society. 

I hope that, in future, more and different members will see 
their way clear to taking an active role in running their 
society and supporting events organised to benefit their 
society. 

To adapt a statement of the late President John F Kennedy; 
'ask not (only) what your society can do for you, but (also) 
what you can do for your society'. The more you put in to 
the society, the more you will get out of it. 

Look at the following list and see whether you could do any 
of the following: 
• serve on Committee 
• help set up the room at monthly meetings 
• help pack up the room after monthly meetings 
• as above for annual show 
• help with supper and washing up 
• volunteer to assist with sign in table and raffle 
• volunteer to assist with sales table 
• volunteer to assist with popular vote 
• volunteer to assist with the Library 
• make a point of talking to new members 
• volunteer to open your orchid house one day 
• attend workshops/open glasshouses/walks/etc 
• volunteer to assist with inter-society events 
• volunteer to host a guest speaker/judge 
• volunteer to give a talk/demonstration at a meeting 
• show your flowering plants at every opportunity 
• contribute an article or item for the Bulletin 
• donate a plant for the raffle/door prize 

Our society is still fairly strong but i f we all take an active 
part it will become even stronger. 

Lynne Phelan 

NOT JUST A PRETTY FACE 

I've often wondered what good a cymbidium is if it won't 
flower for me. Well, now 1 think I know. I've been browsing 
through my Du Puy and Cribb book, The Genus Cymbid
ium, and discover that cymbids have been used for a variety 
purposes. In China, the roots and rhizomes have been used 
as herbal remedies for rheumatism, neuralgia, venereal dis
ease, stomach ache and lung complaints. In India, too, 
cymbidium rhizomes are used medicinally to treat a number 
of human ailments as well as a medicine for sick elephants. 
The Australian aborigines used the native cymbidium 
species against diarrhoea and dysentery. 

Cymbidiums have also been used for food. In Japan, the 
flowers are made into a preserve. In Bhutan, the flower buds 
of C. hookerianum are used in curries, and in Australia the 
pseudobulbs of both C. madidum and C. canaliculatum 
could be eaten either raw or cooked. 

The juice from the pseudobulbs of some cymbids makes an 
excellent stiffening agent, fixative and adhesive, while fibres 
from the plants are used to make brushes and brooms in 
some cultures. Very versatile plants, indeed, and my 
reluctant-to-flower cymbids are on notice that, unless they 
perform, I might start using them to starch my pillowslips or 
thicken the soup! Lynne Phelan 

9 truisms to live by... 

=> I f at first you don't succeed, destroy all the evidence that 
you tried. 

=> A conclusion is the place where you got tired of think
ing. 

=> Experience is something you don't get until just after 
you need it. 

=> For every action, there is an equal and opposite criti
cism. 

=> S/he who hesitates is probably right. 
Success always occurs in private, and failure in full view. 

=> The colder the x-ray table, the more of your body is 
required on it. 

=> Bills travel through the mail at twice the speed of 
cheques. 

=> The hardness of the butter is proportional to the softness 
of the bread. 

The Orchid Hunters Part 4 
Conclusion: Orchid Hunter- Friend or foe? 

No one really knows the exact number of plants that have 
ever existed or that currently exist. During the history of our 
planet, many species have naturally become extinct. The 
number of higher plant species has been estimated at ap
proximately a quarter of a million. In early 1980, scientists 
estimated that one or two plant species became extinct each 
and every day, somewhere in the world. Since then the 
incidence of plant extinction increased at such a rapid rate 
that by last year we anticipated the loss of between 15 and 
25 per cent of all higher plant species! The extinction rate is 
accelerating. Additionally, for every plant species lost, two 
animal species are lost as a direct consequence. 

Is 'orchid hunting' for people's private collections solely to 
blame for orchid species loss? There can be little doubt that 
the early collecting of orchids and other exotic plants 
became a contagious disease, and once infected there was 
no remission. The sins of the collectors are well docu
mented. Species have been lost forever. Today we ac
knowledge that it is far more than removal of individual 
plants. Loss of habitat for farming, housing, and other 
human enterprises is also a factor. 

Early orchid collecting did have some redeeming features. 
The collection and cultivation of orchids led to an under
standing of their place in the plant world and almost cer
tainly assisted the cause of botanists and scientists who 
accepted the theory of evolution in further propounding and 
almost proving the truths they insisted on. 

Let's review two disturbing case histories- a native orchid 
species and an exotic orchid species, both of which are 
probably in many members' collections. 

Dendrobium falcorostrum 
Reg Leaney, who did much for Australian orchid growing 
and encouraging the cultivation of our own epiphytes, once 
wrote to the Orchid Review ( U K ) stating: 
"Just recently while on the first of my 1934 series of orchid 
hunting expeditions, I had an excellent opportunity of study-
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ing Dendrobium falcorostrum in its native haunts. I discov
ered quite a new patch and the reader wilt obtain some idea of 
its abundance in this area when I mention the fact that I took 
142 really large plants (and what I call large plants are big 
specimens) from one tree. Of course, this is rather phenome
nal. But as I had to cut down a tree approximately 5 feet in 
diameter, and the timber is as hard as iron, I chose a tree with 
the maximum number of plants and the minimum girth." 

Did Reg Leaney realise the foil implications of his actions? 
For decades after, many government approved and 'private' 
collectors continued the harvest of this species. Today £>. 
falcorostrum is facing extinction. Its supposed 'abundance' 
was actually confined to a highly restricted habitat. Some 
species, like this one, are naturally rare and have never 
occurred in great numbers, yet they are able to maintain those 
numbers. However a drastic population decline, as experi
enced in this situation, means a critical stage is reached where 
the population collapses. All species have a minimum number 
for continued viability. I f (or when) D. falcorostrum vanishes 
from the planet its demise will be a combination of indiscrimi
nate collection, and habitat destruction. 

Vanda coerulea 
In the Khasa hills of Assam in 1837, Dr William Griffith 
discovered a wondrous orchid. Perched on the branches of 
small oak trees, exposed to a dry climate and the heavy frosts 
of winter, was the spectacular blue Vanda. The flowers 
ranged in colour from clear eggshell blue to a lavender blue 
with darker, checked markings. Measuring 10 cm across, and 
numbering up to 20 in a single spray, Vanda coerulea was 
doomed by its very presence and beauty. While not originally 
rare in its own habitat, huge numbers were collected and sent 
to Europe. Due to its ease of culture away from hothouses, 
demand was tremendous, and it was ideal prey for beginners. 
Oak trees were stripped of all their orchids as more and more 
of these plants were dispatched overseas. Many died in transit 
(slow shipping), and the proportion that arrived was often in 
poor condition and quickly succumbed. Remember that suc
cessful orchid seed germination was still unknown, so in
evitably further importations continually replaced what was 
lost. 

This should have been a happy story as Vanda coerulea was 
the first orchid to receive official legal protection from its 
native government. The protection was designed to help the 
species re-establish its normal population levels in the wild. 
Help came too late. The blue orchid never recovered its 
normal population and has continued to decline. The survival 
of this plant is now seriously questioned. Even with official 
protection, plant collection and exportation continued until a 
decade ago when it was placed on Appendix 1 of C I T E S . The 
blue Vanda may well be lost because greed and personal 
profit won over common sense and conservation. Little hope 
is held for the few plants remaining in the wild. 

Of course Vanda coerulea is most plentiful in collections all 
around the world; so is there still hope for reintroduction, a 
comeback from extinction? Vanda coerulea is epiphytic on 
the branches of oak trees and therein lies the key to the 
problem. The oaks are harvested for firewood and charcoal. 
Even with legislated protection against orchid hunters and 
exporters, they still fall before the axe of the charcoal makers. 

Bulletin of the Orchid Society of Canberra 

The oaks are as necessary as the orchids themselves. Also 
the artificially propagated plants are not equivalent to the 
once plentiful wild populations. Desirable attributes as 
judged by humans do not make for bio-diversity and ecolog
ical success in the wild. 

So as passionate orchid growers what can we do now to 
minimise the further loss of species? Simple; restrict your 
hunting practices to the catalogue and the sales table. Never 
remove plants from the wild. Never disclose the existence of 
a population unless you trust your audience. Only purchase 
artificially raised plants. Happy hunting. 

Frank Fogliati 

Orchid Walks in March 

Many people would be surprised to know that terrestrial 
orchids may be seen flowering in their natural habitat almost 
every month of the year. There are peaks in both Autumn 
and Spring. As we drive around going about our business 
we tend to see dry grasslands and think how harsh the 
conditions are and don't give a thought about the many 
microclimates within the bigger scheme of things. Many 
different microclimates can be readily found in the Canberra 
region - Black Mountain near the city, Tallaganda State 
Forest to the east; Namadgi National Park to the southwest 
and also the Queanbeyan region. These regions support a 
broad spectrum of habitats from open grassy gullies, open 
woodland, shrubby woodland and grassy woodland. In a 
forest the tree canopies are in contact with one another, 
whereas in woodland some distance separates them. All are 
ideal places to find orchids, and many did we find. 

The first walk on March 4 was to Booroomba Rocks off 
the Honeysuckle Creek Road. Only a couple of paces from 
the car park our first orchids were found - Eriochilus 
cucullatus (Alpine form), Pterostylis coccinea (green) and 
P. decurva. Starting the one hour walk to the Rocks and 
only 100 metres further on more P. decurva and P. laxa 
were found next to the track. Before reaching the summit 

May - June 2001 



many more Pterostylis were seen beside | 
the track. At the summit many P. 
coccinea red, although more brown I 
than red, were seen as well as the green 
form. I think at this stage it should be 
mentioned why we went to Booroomba 
Rocks. A certain member who lives in I 
Aranda had heard there was 
Arthrochilus huntianus in flower at the 
Rocks. After lunch on the Rocks the 
hunt was on in earnest with about 121 
members and friends looking for some
thing we had never heard of let alone I 
seen. We did find a Dipodium but| 
Arthrochilus remained unsighted. 

The second walk on 11 March was to 
BlundelTs Creek Road and Aggie Gap 
in the Brindabella Ranges. This proved 
to be a great location for orchids as 
every spot we stopped at had an orchid 
population. Pterostylis aff. parviflora 
(Brindabellas), P. atrans and Chiloglottis spp (not in 
flower) were found along the BlundelTs Creek Road. 
Heading along Bendora Road on the way to Aggie Gap we 
stopped at a lightly wooded grassland area to find 
Pterostylis coccinea (green), P. decurva, 1 P. aestiva and 
Genoplesium nudum - just closed. Then onto Aggie Gap 
where once again a particular person had heard that 
Arthrochilus huntianus grows on Mount Aggie. Only 
Pterostylis coccinea with dark green striping was sighted 
at the car park and very little else was seen on the trail to 
the top. Again the hunt was on but it didn't look 
promising with sightings only of Pelargonium rodneyi and 
the daisies Leucochrysum (Helipterum) albicans and an-
themoides. Not until the trek back down through a Snow 
Gum grassy woodland area that finally all was revealed. 
There, at the base of a tree in leaf litter, two Arthrochilus 
huntianus were in flower although almost finished. 

Arthrochilus hunliana 

Arthrochilus huntianus, the elbow 
orchid, is a leafless saprophyte. 
When all the excitement died down 
we moved on into tall Mountain Ash 
forest and as one member stopped 
to photograph a small blue berried 
lily, one of the others who had 
stopped lit upon a solitary plant of 
Arthrochilus huntianus right nearby, 
proving it's best to stop and look 
closely to find this well camou
flaged, leafless, tiny dead-stick look
ing terrestrial orchid. Also located 
here were a dozen or so Pterostylis 
aff. parviflora in early fruit. 

The third walk on 18 March was to 
Orroral Ridge. The email went out 
that there were hundreds of 
Arthrochilus huntianus growing on 
Orroral Ridge. The hunt is still on -
more next Bulletin 

Jean Egan, Ben Wallace and Laurie Woods 

Recent revisions in the Laeliinae 

With research proceeding into all parts of the Orchid 
family, a couple of significant revisions have come to 
light. These revisions reflect current thinking on the 
status of species, but I do not expect to see them adopted 
by the RHS lists of orchid hybrids. I f you are growing 
these plants, I would suggest that you consider changing 
the name to the modern usage, but perhaps include an 
indication of the former genus. 

Whilst some people will object to having to change the 
names, it is only natural that during a time of intensive 
research changes will occur. Further changes can be 
anticipated with the expanded use of chemical and genetic 
tests in the identification of species. 

The expansion of Sophronitis 

The first, and most startling change, is the revision of a 
number of species from the genus Laelia, which places 
most of the Brazilian species in Sophronitis. Previously 
the genus Sophronitis was a genus of miniature plants, 
with orange to red flowers. With the transfer of Laelias 
crispa, dayana, grandis, jongheana, lundii, milleri, 
pumila, purpurata, sincorana, tenebrosa and xanthina no 
such convenient thumbnail description can be made. Ap
parently this change was reported in Lindleyana, and until 
I have had an opportunity to review the article, I cannot 
be certain but it appears that the change may go consider
ably further and incorporate all of the Brazilian rupicolous 
Laelias as well. 

The basis for this change is based on genetic evidence, 
and it is going to take a while to see how widely this 
change is accepted. 
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Given the radical nature of this shift, and their long history 
in hybridisation, it is unlikely that these plants will be 
recognised under their new names by the Registrar of 
Orchid Hybrids. A parallel case is the transfer of Vanda 
teres to Papilionanthe: the new name is not recognised for 
registration purposes, whilst being recognised as correct. 

The segregation of Euchile from Encyclia 

Encyclia citrina and E mariae have now been placed in the 
independent genus Euchile. This change reflects the signif
icant differences between these two plants and the remain
der of the Epidendrum/Encyclia swarm. 

The separation of this pair appears natural, as they share 
many common features, and have never appeared closely 
linked to other members of Encyclia/Epidendrum. 

Whilst these plants do not have as complex a hybridisation 
history as, say, Sophronitis (Laelia) purpurata, they have 
regularly appeared since their introduction to cultivation. 

Mark Fraser 

New Editor Wanted 

This is my last Bulletin and, at this stage, no one has 
indicated any interest in taking over the editor's job. It will 
be a great shame if our Society can no longer produce a 
newsletter to let members know what is happening. 

It is not a difficult task and need not be too time-consuming. 
As the Bulletin is produced every two months, the work 
load can be spread out and it is not especially onerous. I 
admit that I have enjoyed spending time looking for interest
ing articles and trying out different formats but I am retired 
and can afford the time. 

It is not, however, the editor's responsibility to find or write 
the entire Bulletin; it is the members' newsletter and contri
butions should be forthcoming from the general member
ship. 

I would like to thank the members who have contributed 
articles during my stint as editor and a special thank you to 
Frank Fogliati for his very readable series on the orchid 
hunters and to Hans de Vries for putting together the 
Culture Notes. 

Lynne Phelan 

LIBRARY UPDATE 

There are two new additions to 
the library that should prove 
popular with borrowers. The 
first is Orchid Fever by Eric 
Hansen. This book is described 
on the cover as ' A horticultural 
tale of love, lust and lunacy.' 
This is a very apt description 
and anyone who has been bit
ten by the orchid bug will be 
captivated by the story Eric 
Hansen has to tell. 

i It makes an excellent sequel to 
^Frank's series on the Orchid 

Hunters and, as one reviewer puts it, 'plant politics are 
more gripping than the American primaries.' The reputa
tions of some well-known orchid identities are somewhat 
tarnished i f one believes the events as described in the book 
and, since I haven't heard of any libel cases, it seems likely 
to be an accurate account of some of the less honorable 
aspects of the orchid world. 

It is one of the most entertaining and enjoyable reads I've 
had this year. 

| The second book was bought in 
response to a request from our 

j Member's Survey. It is David L 
! Jones' Exotic Orchids in Aus
tralia. This book gives details 

I of some 230 different species 
! that are grown in Australia. 
\ Each is illustrated with a colour 

ExOtlC Orch ids j photograph and the text ex-
i l l Australia. plains the plant's origin and 

, j requirements in cultivation. 
i There are also chapters giving 
1 sound practical advice on prop

agation from seed, division or cutting, repotting, pests and 
diseases, and many other topics. 

I obtained a copy of this book at the Botanic Gardens 
bookshop. It was on special for $13 and, at the time of 
writing, there were still a couple left for sale. So, if you 
want a bargain, visit the Botanic Gardens soon. 

Lynne Phelan 

REMINDER 
ANNUAL 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 
ARE NOW DUE 
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I found the following table in the pre-sale clean out of my study. I suspect I inherited it among the many 
boxes of archives I received when I took on the job of Society Secretary some years ago. The header on 

the photocopy is Orchid News, a publication about which I know nothing. I assume it is quite old advice 
so I cannot vouch for it and I have added some of my own comments. 

Lynne Phelan 
CYMBIDIUM TROUBLE SHOOTING 

PLANT CONDITION POSSIBLE CAUSE R E M E D I A L ACTION EDITOR'S COMMENT 
Plants look weak, leaves dull and 
dark green, lower leaves dingy and 
falling off 

Lack of water Water thoroughly When worried about the 
condition of any plant, tip it 
out of the pot and check its 
roots 

Leaves dark green and luxurious Too much shade Move to sunnier spot 
r 

Otherwise it may not flower / 
Leaves yellowish Too much sun or overwa-

tering 
Move to shadier spot or re
duce watering 

Check root ball to see i f it's 
too wet 

Tips of leaves turn black Roots have become old 
usually from over water
ing 

Move plant to warmer spot 
or where it receives less wa
ter 

Check medium and repot i f 
necessary. Could also be 
due to excess fertiliser; use 
water only to flush medium 
every 3rd-4th watering 

Foliage blackens; black blotches ap
pear 

Continuous overwatering Spray with fungicide and dry 
out 

When rot sets in I repot and 
keep the plant very dry 

Roots have risen to surface Overwatering Necessary to repot 
Poor root development leading to 
stunted growth 

Lack of phosphorus Use fertiliser rich in super
phosphates or blood and 
bone 

That's a high P ratio; also 
check medium and change i f 
necessary 

Stunted growth, premature leaf loss Lack of nitrogen Use fertiliser rich in sulphate 
of ammonia or dried blood 

That's a high N ratio; again, 
check to see that medium is 
sound 

Excessive growth, less flowers Excess nitrogen Repot or use potash to bal
ance 

Also make sure plant has 
plenty of light 

Leaves appear dull, twisted, shoots 
die back 

Lack of potash Use fertiliser rich in potas
sium sulphate 

That's a high K ratio 

Young leaves do not form properly Lack of calcium Sprinkle a little bone meal 
on medium 

Or use dolomite 

Flower buds fall before they open, fo
liage yellowish 

Lack of magnesium Use magnesium sulphate 
(Epsom salts) 

Medium appears sour, plants are not 
showing progress 

Excess acidity Dip in a solution of lime wa
ter to sweeten medium 

Or repot 

Popular Vote Results - March 2001 

Any Other Native Orchid Genoplesium sp Sheila Cudmore 

Oncidium Alliance Oncidium incurvum Don Chesher 

Any Other Orchid Coelogyne meyeriana Don Chesher 

Vandaceous Doritis pulcherima Keith Alden 

Cattleya Alliance Miniature Sic Bright Angel 'Sunset Red' Brian Phelan 

Cattleya Alliance Intermediate Lc Kindee 'The King' Brian Phelan 

Cattleya Alliance Standard Blc Esmeralda 'Heritage' Robert Rough 

Orchids of the Night Oncidium incurvum Don Chesher 
Coelogyne meyeriana Don Chesher 
Blc Esmeralda 'Heritage' Robert Rough 

Judges' Choice None, as the plants were to be judged formally at the Autumn Show. 
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CROSSWORD NO. 2 by Dennis Drobe 
Submitted by Peter Cudmore 
ACROSS 
2 This type of orchid does grow on trees 

"Let not poor starve," (Charles I I , on his deathbed) 
The ecology in the North East is responsible for this orchid 
Pearl Harbour is here 
Shown sympathy and sorrow as I eye the small department 
Bachelor of Chemistry 
A short commercial 
In the morning the goddess of the moon aids the woman 

graduate 
17 A vase will come to the rescue 

Um, you're later than the Scotsman with the orchid and 
without Her Majesty 
A cheese has the right to become a pipe 
Um, I owe specs and an orchid 

7 
8 
10 
11 
14 
15 
16 

19 

22 
23 

DOWN 
1 This orchid was in the study with 500 Romans, little Robert 
and a chemical group 
2 This orchid starts in Europe, then London and ends in 
Sophia 
3 Leonid Brezhnev 
4 There is no place like it 
5 An oxide containing three oxygen atoms per molecule 
6 L a i r study 
9 Little Dennis eats a pie and bangs a drum when he sees this 
orchid 
11 Pulse Code Modulation 
12 Former Australian airline 
13 Currently, Di and I see this rum orchid 
14 After the male bovine fed he looked puckered 
18 The bosses are in the gumbo soup 
20 Oz equivalent of Deutsche Orchideen-Gesellschaft 
21 1 put this on top of my head to keep off the sun 

SOLUTION I N N E X T B U L L E T I N 

A GOOD GUY 

Not all insects are the enemy. One of the good guys is the 
lacewing as I discovered when endeavouring to find out 
what makes those intriguing tiny white dots sitting atop a 
fine hair on the back of the leaves of some of my orchids in 
the shadehouse. These are the eggs of the lacewing and the 
female lays 600 in her short 3-4 week life. 

From these eggs hatch the carnivorous green larvae which 
spend 12 days eating voraciously. Their diet includes many 
of the sap-suckers and other nasties that attack our orchids 
including: aphids (60 and hour), mealybugs, greenhouse 
whitefly, two-spotted mite, thrips, small caterpillars and 
moth eggs. After the feeding frenzy the larvae spin a 
cocoon for their transformation into the delicate, gauze-
winged adult. 

Now I know that these welcome little guys are present I 
will be even more loath to cany out blanket preventive 
sprays that take out the good guys as well as the bad; 
rather, I will 'spot treat' outbreaks as far as possible and 
minimise the use of chemicals, at least while the orchids 
are outside where the lacewings can get to them. 

Lynne Phelan 

PS I f you are sick of seeing my name in this Bulletin you 
should submit an article for publication! 

I'd Pick More Daisies 
Written by an 85 year-old woman 

I f I had my life over again, I'd try to make more mistakes 
next time. I would relax. I would limber up. I would be 
sillier than I have this trip. I know of very few things I 
would take seriously. I would take more trips. I would 
climb more mountains, swim more rivers and watch more 
sunsets. 1 would do more walking and looking. I would eat 
more ice cream and less beans. I would have more actual 
troubles and less imaginary ones. 

You can see I am one of those people who lived carefully 
and sensibly and sanely hour after hour, day after day. 

Oh, I've had my moments; and i f I had to do it all over 
again, I'd have more of them. In fact.. I'd try to have 
nothing else. Just moments; one after another instead of 
living so many years ahead of each day. I have been one of 
those people who never go anywhere without a thermome
ter, a hot water bottle, a gargle, a raincoat, aspirin and a 
parachute. I f I had to do it all over again, I would go 
places, do things and travel lighter than I have. 

I f I had my life over I would start barefooted earlier in the 
spring and stay that way later in the fall. I would play 
hookey more. I wouldn't make any good grades except by 
accident. I would ride on more merry-go-rounds; I'd pick 
more daisies. 

A handy reminder for us all to pick more daisies (or go 
on more hushwalks to look for orchids, etc.) before it's 
too late. 
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Australian Native Orchid 

Oncidium Alliance 

Any Other Orchid 

Vandaceous 

Pleurothallid Alliance 

Cattleya Alliance Species 

Cattleya Alliance Miniature 

Cattleya Alliance Intermediate 

Cattleya Alliance Standard 

Orchids of the Night 

Judges' Choice 

Popular Vote Results - April 2001 

Dendrobium biggibum 

Oncidium enderianum 

Gongora quinquenervis 

Vanda coerulea 

Masdevallia Sugar Baby 

Masdevallia Belladonna xMasd. urosalpin 

Cattleya walkeriana 'Chouju' 

Laeliocattletonia Tina 

Cattleta guttata x Cattleya loddigesii 

Cattleya Clark Herman 'Carl' 

Oncidiumendericmum 

Gongora quinquenervis 

Brian Phelan 

Brian Phelan 

Lynne Phelan 

Brian Phelan 

M Fraser & S Corbett 
M Fraser & S Corbett 

Brian Phelan 

Robert Rough 

Robert Rough 

Robert Rough 

Brian Phelan 

Lynne Phelan 

Orchid Genus Water Requirements Fertilising Pest control Comments 

Australian Natives 
(epiphytes) 

Once a week; if very cold, 
once a fortnight 

Once a fortnight with high 
potash ( K ) fertiliser 

Check for aphids, 
snails/slugs and mealy 
bugs. Avoid spraying 

flower buds to prevent 
flowers becoming 

distorted. 

Provide maximum light 

Australian Natives 
(terrestrials) 

Keep mixture moist, not wet Very weak organic fertiliser 
once a month 

Check for aphids, 
snails/slugs and mealy 
bugs. Avoid spraying 

flower buds to prevent 
flowers becoming 

distorted. 

25-50% shade, dependh._ 
on species group 

Cattleya Alliance Once a week but for plants 
not in growth, an occasional 
misting 

Nil for plants not in growth. 
Very weak balanced fertiliser 
every second watering for 
plants in growth 

Check for aphids, 
snails/slugs and mealy 
bugs. Avoid spraying 

flower buds to prevent 
flowers becoming 

distorted. Provide maximum light 

Cymbidium 
Coelogyne 

Once a week Weak weekly * Stake and tie cymbidium 
spikes if required. (Protect 
your eyes) 

Masdevallia Keep mix moist, but not wet Fortnightly V* strength * Provide maximum light. 
Protect from frost if grown 
outside 

Paphiopedilum Keep mixture moist; mist 
plants regularly 

Very weak balanced fertiliser 
once a month 

Provide maximum light but 
not direct sun. Keep flow
ers dry to prolong life. 

Odontoglossum 
Miltonia 

Keep mixture moist Fortnightly with V* strength bal
anced fertiliser 

* 
Oncidium Once a week for mounted 

plants; fortnightly for potted 
plants 

Nil Provide maximum light 

General Maintain humidity in the orchid house by regularly damping down the floor. Ensure orchid house is well aired to avoid 
fungus problems. Always water plants thoroughly before applying fertiliser. 

| The Orchid Society of Canberra can be contacted by normal mail at: 
GPOBox612 

| Canberra A C T 2601. 
The e-mail address for the Editor of the Bulletin is: 
lynnbull@tpg.com.au 

Closing date for items for the next Bulletin 
22 June 2001 

Please send any submissions for the Bulletin to the editor. I f possible send your submissions typed, on a computer disk or e-mail T 
J them to me. I use Microsoft Office 97 (Word, Excel, Outlook and Publisher) to produce the Bulletin. At this stage I have no ^ 
if idea what other formats I can negotiate, eg if files are sent on a Macintosh format disk, but doubtless I ' l l find out when you $ 
if send me something. 

f Until I sort out problems with electronic transmission, the Bulletin will no longer be available in electronic format. Editor. 
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