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News in Brief 
Regular Monthly Meetings 
Monthly meetings of the Society are held on the first 
Tuesday of each month (except January) in Room 1, 
Griffin Centre, Bunda St, Civic. Meetings commence 
at 8:00 p.m. with the library and trading table open 
from 7.30 p.m. 

March 6: Richard Phillips The Evolution of a 
Glasshouse. Richard and Pamela have grown orchids 
successfully in Canberra for many years. Richard 
will talk about how their orchid accommodation has 
developed over the years. 

April 3 Norma Stafford from the Sapphire Coast 
Orchid Club will talk on Cymbidiums. Norma runs 
'Kalaru' Orchid Nursery, regularly judges at our 
shows, and is a knowledgeable and stimulating 
speaker. Norma will bring some plants for sale. 

Coming Events 

10-11 March Autumn Show Albert Hall. Give your 
autumn blooming orchids a chance to shine. Details 
of classes and schedule on pages 3-4. 

17-18 March Weekend Orchid Workshop, Tathra. 

Don't miss this one! See page 2 for details. 

8 April Open Glasshouses See page 5. 

9 April Botanic Gardens Glasshouse visit Seep. 5. 

29 April Sunday Workshop See page 5. 

Sept 28 -29, 2001 Orchid Odyssey -South & West 

Regional Show and Conference at Batemans Bay 
Next Committee Meeting 

March 13 Lynne Phelan 8 Nymagee PI Fisher 
April 10 Robyn Noel 7 Newland St Flynn 
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The Fine Print 
© 2000 The Orchid Society of Canberra, Inc. The Orchid Soci
ety of Canberra disclaims liability for any loss, financial or other
wise, caused as a result of the contents of this Bulletin. 
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Vice President Lynne Phelan 6288 1248 
Treasurer Robyn Noel 6258 5734 
Secretary Brian Leedham 6251 6621 
Don Chesher 6259 1041 
Hans de Vries 6286 1811 
Trevor Hughes 6294 0083 
Brian Phelan 6288 4813 
Ben Wallace 6241 4277 



The Editor notes... 

I am preparing to move after 30 years in my house in Fisher. 
Since it's the first real up-sticks, wholesale shift I've ever 
undertaken I'm learning some salutary lessons. I wish 
someone had told me 30 years ago I should start preparing 
to sell from the day I purchased my new house by: 
• keeping the house (and garden) 'healthy' by undertaking 

regular (at least annual) maintenance rather than facing a 
last-minute, major overhaul; and 

• culling unwanted, unsightly, unloved or unused items 
regularly to avoid unnecessary cleaning and clutter. 

It occurs to me that this isn't bad advice for orchid owners 
as well. I'm sure many of us have plants that are deteriorat
ing because we have neglected the routine maintenance that 
keeps them in tiptop condition. The following advice comes 
from a 1996 article by Gerald Mc Craith AM. "Apart from 
the usual daily routine of maintenance of the plants I find it 
necessary to handle every plant that is growing in the 
glasshouse at least four times a year. Some will be found to 
be very dry, probably protected by leaves of other plants and 
not receiving the full watering at each watering, while others 
may show infection of some sort, yet others will be found to 
require repotting or potting on. By actually handling each 
pot a reasonable assessment can be made on each plant." 

And how often do we hear orchid growers complaining 
about lack of space? Maybe it is time to cull the sickies, the 
spare divisions and the T wonder why I bought that' plants. 
Give yourself more time to enjoy and care for the orchids 
you really value instead of wasting it on plants that simply 
take up bench space. Put the healthy ones on the sales table 
or donate them for raffle prizes. 

A new editor will be needed for the Bulletin in June. I will 
be very sorry to hand over the mouse as I love being editor 
and have learned lots of new computer skills. The Society's 
scanner and colour printer come with the job. If you are 
interested in finding out what is involved please talk to me. 

Lynne Phelan. 

COMING E V E N T S 

17-18 March, 2001 
Sapphire Coast Orchid Club Weekend Workshop at 
Kianinny Cabins, Tathra. Registration is $30 per person and 
this includes morning and afternoon teas and two lunches. 
Workshop leaders are Clive Halls and Kevin Hipkins so 
lots of fun and a wealth of learning is assured. They will also 
have plants for sale. 
All inquiries to Norma Stafford on 02 64941230. 

Accommodation is available on site. Total cost of a cabin 
for 4 adults (2 bedrooms, bath, kitchen, lounge/TV) is $202 
for 2 nights. Cabins for 2 are also available. Bookings 02 
64941990. 

Other accommodation options are also available and our 
secretary, Brian Leedham, has details. 

M I N U T E S O F G E N E R A L M E E T I N G 
6 February 2001 
Attendance 58 Apologies 3 
President Laurie Woods opened the meeting 8.05 p m and 
welcomed members. There were two new members present. 
PREVIOUS MINUTES 
The minutes of the meeting of 7 November 2000 were 
accepted on the motion of Keith Alden, seconded by Scott 
Fitzsimons. 
S E C R E T A R Y ' S REPORT 
Presented by Brian Leedham 
Newsletters 
Wagga Wagga (Nov); Sapphire Coast (Oct/Nov/Jan & 
AGM); Albury- Wodonga (Dec); Gosford and District (Oct/ 
Jan); Campbelltown and District (Oct); Eurobodalla (Dec); 
OSNSW (Nov/Jan); AOC (Oct). ANOS Bulletin (Feb) 
Correspondence: 
Bank Statements (3) to 29 December 2000; Invoice from 
Griffin Centre for room rental. Invoice from AOC re 
"Orchids Australia"; Invoice from Comstat for printing of 
Newsletter. Invoice from Aust Orchid Foundation for 
"Genus Encyclia of Mexico". Invoice from American OS 
for renewal of "Lindleyana"; Australian Orchid Society 
advising that our Society has donated $450 to Foundation 
funds since April 1996, and that this money is still intact and 
invested in various loans; The Orchid Club of South 
Australia re 16th Australian Orchid Conference to be held in 
Adelaide September 18-21 2003; AOC; OSNSW and Aust. 
Orchid Review re contact details and show dates for 2001. 
OSNSW re Affiliation fees which are now overdue; Orchi
daceous Books with receipt for "Dendrobium and its Rela
tives" ; ACT Community Information and Referral Service 
seeking information on our Society; Griffin Centre confirm
ing our room reservations for 2001; South. African Orchid 
Council re membership renewal ($US 22.50); American 
Orchid Society advising that we do not have sufficient credit 
for purchases of book ordered; Sapphire Coast Orchid Club 
re Workshop at Kianinny Cabins, Tathra (March 17/18) 
Membership application from James Todd. Change of 
address for Valda Semets; Two requests for copies of 
"Growing Orchids in Canberra" including payment; Tinonee 
Orchid Nursery recommending use of "Maidenwell Di-
atomite" growing media; Easy Orchids re "Easyclips". Flo-
riade re opportunity to become an "Official Event"; Far 
North Coast Orchid Council re "Gala Orchid Show" at 
Ballina 11-13 May 2001 
Catalogues 
Orchidaceous Books (Oct); Books of Nature (Nov); AOS 
Bookshop (Winter 2000 - 2001); Easy Orchids (2001); 
Publications/Library 
Orchids Australia (Dec). Orchids (American Orchid Soci
ety) (Oct/Nov/Dec); Dendrobium and its Relatives (plus an 
up-date sheet); Orchids of South Africa (2000 Vol 31). 
Alpine Garden Society (Sept/Dec); The Orchadian (Dec). 
Australian Orchid Review (Dec/ Jan); 
The Secretary's report was accepted on the motion of 
Robert Rough, seconded by Ann Howarth. 
TREASURER'S REPORT 
Presented by Robyn Noel. 
Bank balance as at 12/01/01 was $6465 %. 
Robyn drew attention to the Auditor's Report published on 
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the last page of the Bulletin for Jan-Feb 2001. The Auditor's 
Report was accepted on the motion of Lynne Phelan, sec
onded by Rick Germanis 
The Treasurer's Report was accepted on the motion of Lila 
Rose, seconded by Ben Wallace. 
Other Matters 
The President (Laurie Woods) reminded members of the 
Horticultural Show on 11 March and asked members to look 
at tabling as many plants as possible to maintain our credibil
ity with the Hort. Society. 
Laurie also handed out one new membership name badge, 
and presented awards for the most popular votes for 2000 to 
Brian Phelan, and for the most attendances in 2000 to Tony 
Boyd. 
Life Membership 
Laurie Woods proposed that the Society make a special 
provision for granting Les Lincoln immediate Life Member
ship, with formal endorsement being made at the next AGM 
(as provided for under the Constitution). Judy Osborne 
seconded the motion, and spoke briefly on the history of the 
establishment of the Orchid Society in Canberra, noting that 
Les was a founding member, and has regularly attended 
meetings and events throughout that period. The motion was 
passed by general acclamation, and Laurie presented Les with 
a plaque commemorating his Life Membership. ** 
Meetings Program 
Laurie provided a general outline of the following meetings 
program. 
March : Richard Phillips on the evolution of the glasshouse, 
and; Ben Wallace on nomenclature 
April: Norma Stafford 
May: Alan Merriman 
Guest Speaker 
Ken Russell came from Dungog to address the Society on a 
range of matters relating to the cultivation of orchids. He 
demonstrated a method for growing Sarcanthinae on suitable 
host plants (including citrus, azalea and camellia) by wrap
ping their roots around a stem and encouraging the plant to 
attach itself to the host, which provides a halo of warmth 
around the Sarc. If the host plant is in a pot it can then be 
moved between light shade in summer and under cover when 
temperatures drop. He also warned against overuse of 
fertilisers and systemic insecticides. High nitrogen fertilisers 
draw salts from within bark, which lowers the Ph of the 
media. Extra fertiliser accentuates the problem. The problem 
can be offset to some extent by increased watering or pre-
watering before application of fertiliser. A preferred ap
proach is the occasional use of calcium carbonate as a spray 
over the foliage, or the addition of dolomite to the mix. Ken 
also recommended the use of polystyrene in the Sarc. mix to 
keep air nd humidity around the roots, and a barrier of stones, 
leaf mulch or sphagnum moss on the surface to slow down 
evaporation. Poultry pellets should only be used in modera
tion because they break down too quickly. Systemic insecti
cide, he noted, circulates throughout the plant, which will use 
it to repel pests, but then try to dispose of it by sending it to 
the tips of leaves and roots. Consequently systemic insecti
cides should not be used more than once in six months. 
Ken uses a 2/1 foam/bark mix for growing Phalaenopsis. He 
noted the importance of water temperature (never cold), and 
the fact that they like being re-potted regularly because they 
are growing all the time. They can remain inside for lengthy 

periods, but their leaves must be kept free of dust. He 
advised that the best fertiliser for a plant which appears 
stressed is sugar (one teaspoon per litre of water). A plant 
which is particularly shrivelled could be immersed in sugar 
water for 24 hours. Ken also provided some useful advice on 
the cultivation of Cym. Canaliculatum, Promenaea, and Den-
drobiums. 
JUDGES CHOICE 
Paphiopedilum 'St Swithin' (Keith Alden) 
DOOR PRIZE 
Robyn Noel, Peter Cudmore 
RAFFLE 
Pam Phillips, Irene Altinger, Don Chesher (2), Felicity Leigh, 
Dean Carriage, Tony Smith, Gloria Altinger, Ben Wallace, 
Edna O'Dell. 
The Meeting closed at 10 30 p m. 
** Unfortunately the 'photographer' forgot the flash so the 
photo of Les and his award didn't turn out.(Ed.) 

Quick Quiz 
(Answers page 5) 
1. Arachnis - What creature does this genus remind 

you of? 
2. Lithophyte - a plant growing on? 
3. Triploid - has how many sets of chromosomes? 
4. Conduplicate means:a) folded down the middle? 

b) petals exactly equal? 
5. Blc. - hybrid of a) Brassavola, Laelia and Cattleya? 

b) Brassia, Laelia and Cattleya? 
6. Tolumias - used to be called? 
7. What does C I T E S stand for? 
8. There are well over 50 hybrids in the Colmanara 

group - what genera make a Colmanara? 
9. Name the scientific journal of the American Orchid 

Society. 
10. What is the correct name of the Pansy Orchid? 

AUTUMN F L O W E R SHOW 

Entries to be registered by 8 pm on Thursday 8 March to 
Linn Doyle 6231 7755 or Lyn Edwards 6286 2781. 
Benching Friday 6 pm-10.00 pm, Sat. 7.30 am-lO.OOam. 
Show finishes at 4 pm on Sunday. 
Members are encouraged to support this event as it helps 
to showcase orchids to the wider plant-growing commu
nity. 

ORCHIDS 
Open Section 

Cattleya Alliance 
154 Cattleya Species 
155 Hybrid- Standard 
156 Hybrid -Intermediate 
Best specimen plant from classes 154-156 

Paphiopedilum 
157 Species 
158 Other Hybrid 
Best specimen plant from classes 157 & 158 

Cont. on page 4. .. 
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Autumn Show Schedule cont... 

Vandaceous Alliance 
159 Vandaceous Alliance species 
160 Phalaenopsis hybrids 
161 Vanda and Ascocenda hybrids 
Best specimen plant from classes 159- 161 
Oncidium Alliance 
162 Oncidium species 
163 Oncidium hybrid 
164 Odontoglossum Alliance species 
165 Odontoglossum Alliance hybrid 
166 Other Oncidium Alliance species 
Best specimen plant from classes 162-166 
Pleurothallid Alliance 
167 Masdevallia species 
168 Other Pleurothallid species 
169 Hybrid including Masdevallia vietchiana 
170 Hybrid not including Masdevallia vietchiana 
Best specimen plant from classes 167-170 
Orchid not otherwise specified 
(Classes 171 & 172 may be subdivided at the discretion of the 
judges.) 
171 Species 
172 Hybrids 
Best specimen plant from classes 171 & 172 

Section B: NOVICE CLASSES 
173 Cattleya Alliance 
174 Paphiopedilum 
175 Vandaceous Alliance 
176 Oncidium Alliance 
177 Pleurothallid Alliance 
178 Orchid not otherwise specified 
Best Specimen plant from classes 173-178 
Major Prizes 
All entries in the orchid sections will be considered for the 
Major Prizes 
Champion Orchid of the Show: 
The Laurence Woods Perpetual Trophy for Champion Orchid 
of the Show to be held for one year, $20 plus a ribbon 
Reserve Champion Orchid 
K & J Alden Pty Ltd prize of $15 plus a ribbon. 
Champion Specimen Orchid 
$10 plus a ribbon 

Yunnan 2001 a natural history, scenic, 
and culturally oriented expedition to North
western Yunnan , June 2001 

Led and organised by Ben and Xiaomei Wallace. 
Response to last yeari s tour has been so positive that we 
have decided to re-offer it with minor modifications. 

This unique journey to southwestern China wil l take 
you through floral treasure troves, primaeval forests, 
pristine mountain lakes and some of the Asia's grandest 
scenery. The fascinating minority cultures of China are 
centred here where the four great rivers of Asia have 
gouged immense gorges around the eastern flank of the 
Himalayan mountain system. 

Yunnan Province is home to 15,000 plant species, about 
sixty percent of the entire flora of China, including 600 
orchid species. Many of the plants familiar in our own 
gardens originated here - rhododendrons and camellias, 
roses, chrysanthemums, primulas, magnolias, maples, 
birches and various conifers to name but a few. You wil l 
see many of these in flower in their wild habitats and 
original form. Orchid possibles include Cypripedium, 
Pleione, Bletilla, Calanthe, Coelogyne, Cymbidium, Her-
minium, Liparis, Orchis, and others. 

The tour will begin in the bustling provincial capital 
Kunming where you will visit the World Horticultural 
Expo, Golden Temple Botanical Garden including its fine 
orchid collection, and West Hills National Park with its 
Buddhist temples and chairlift to cliff-perched shrines 
overlooking Lake Dianchi. 

You wil l fly onto the Tibetan plateau and stay in the 
comfort of a modern three star hotel in Zhongdian city. 
From here day trips wil l take you to local features includ
ing a Tibetan lamassery rebuilt after the vandalism of the 
Red Guards during the Cultural Revolution, and severa. 
beautiful, botanically interesting alpine lakes. You wi l l 
also enjoy a three day trip to the ethnic Tibetan city of De 
Qin, once known as Shangri-la, and Yunnan's highest 
mountain, ice-capped Mei L i , 6,740 metres high with 
Ming Yong glacier grinding its way down into the vast 
Mekong gorge. 

Bus down to the Yangtse River, diverting downstream to 
the mighty Tiger Leaping Gorge, at almost 4,000 m deep, 
second deepest in the world. Thence to Lijiang nestled in 
the shadow of 5,000 metre Jade Dragon Mountain. It is 
one of the ancient walled cities along the Silk Road where 
Kublai Khan, and Marco Polo once visited. This city is the 
home of the Naxi minority group, a matrilineal, or 
woman led culture, with their colourful traditional dress, 
distinctive architecture and cuisine. 

Fly back to Kunming and an optional day trip to the karst 
Stone Forest, or last-day shopping or sightseeing, or 
relaxing and preparing before your home flight 

The itinerary will cover 18 days in June and the fee wil l 
cover all flights and other transport, all accommodation 
(five star hotels in Kunming and Lijiang, and three in 
Zhongdian), and all meals, and entry fees to features we 
visit, at an all inclusive fee of $5,600. 

If you are interested and wish to find out more about the 
expedition, ring or fax Ben and Xiaomei on (02) 6241 
4277, or email a message to us at wallace(a),dynamite.com.au 

SALES TABLE REMINDER 
Members are reminded that the full range of pots will not 
be available for purchase over the counter at monthly 
meetings because of space limitations. You need to order 
them at a meeting or by phoning Don Chesher on 6259 
1041. Don will bring them to the next meeting for you. 
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Popular Vote Results - February 2001 
Paphiopedilum Paphiopedilum St Swithin Keith Alden 

Oncidium Alliance Miltoniopsis phalaenopsis Brian Phelan 

Any Other Hybrid Promonea Dina Albright Don Chesher 

Vandaceous Phalaenopsis Enzan Beauty 'Rita' x Phal. Enzan Beauty 'Magenta' Keith Alden 

Pleurothallid Alliance Dracula chimera var. winneanum Frank Fogliati 

Cattleya Alliance Species Laelia liliputicma Lynne Phelan 

Cattleya Alliance Miniature Cattleya Penny Kuroda 'Spots' x Cattleya Little Dipper Robert Rough 

Cattleya Alliance Intermediate Cattleya Chocolate drops 'Kodama' xBlc. Lucky Strike 'Stella' Robert Rough 

Cattleya Alliance Standard Brassolaeliocattleya Mem Crispin Rosales 'Carmela' Robert Rough 

Judge' Choice Paphiopedilum St Swithin Keith Alden 

Orchid of the Night Paphiopedilum St Swithin Keith Alden 

Quick Quiz Answers 
1. Spider 
2. Rocks 
3. 3 
4. a 
5. a 
6. Equitant Oncidiums 
7. Convention on International 
Trade in Endangered 
Species (of Wild Fauna and 
Flora). 
8. Miltoniopsis x Odontoglos
sum x Oncidium 
9. Lindleyana 
10. Miltoniopsis 

Paphiopedilum St Swithin 
(This is not Keith's plant) 

C O M I N G E V E N T S 

Open Glasshouses Southside. Sunday 8 April 

The following glasshouses will be open for members to 
visit between the hours of 2-4pm. New members are 
especially encouraged to take the opportunity to see how 
these experienced growers house and cultivate their or
chids. Of course, 'old timers' are more than welcome to 
visit and socialise as well. 

Sheila Cudmore 10 Nangor Street Waramanga 
Hans de Vries 11 Stevenson Street Torrens 
Mark Fraser & Sandra Corbett 19 Kalgoorlie Cres Fisher 
Brian Phelan 35 Damala Street Waramanga 

National Botanic Gardens Glasshouse visit 
Monday 9 April 

The Sapphire Coast Orchid Club has arranged a visit to 
the orchid glasshouse at the Botanic Gardens in Canberra. 

Groups are limited to 15 but there will be some spaces 
available for members of our Society to join the group. 
The time of the inspection has yet to be confirmed and 
will be announced at either the March or April monthly 
meeting. 

Workshop and Barbecue Sunday 29 April 

Venue: Laurie Woods 
9 Dowthwaite Street 
Fraser 

Time: 1.00pm-5.00pm. 

Workshop: Activities covered will be selected based 
on the results of the enclosed mini-survey. Members 
will be advised of topics/activities at the April meeting 
and in the next Bulletin. 

Barbecue: An optional barbecue will follow the work
shop. Members who wish to stay should provide then-
own meat and favourite tipple. Other family members 
are welcome to attend. 

L I B R A R Y U P D A T E 

Orchids Australia, February 2001 -results of the Ira 
Butler and Bi l l Murdoch Trophy awards; a closer look 
at some of the high quality orchids exhibited at Burnie; 
exploring the orchid flora of Aurora Province, Philip
pines; pumilum; and, an American paph grower tell 
how he does it. 

Australian Orchid Review, Feb/Mar 2001 - albinism 
in Paphiopedilum; Bulbophyllum Section Lepi-
dorhiza; Embreea rodigasiana; Oerstedella Luminata; 
Sartylis; the art of flower arranging; growing cymbids 
in cold areas; pink cymbidiums; and (Eds. suggestion) 
check out the tip on page 58 for a safe way to train 
your cymbidium spikes to grow upright. 
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How to Sow Orchid 5eed Without a FlasK 
/ found this article in the (now defunct) Orchids in 
New Zealand journal of December 1994. It may be of 
interest to some hobbyists as it doesn't require any 
sophisticated materials or techniques. Ed. 

Some years ago some of us tried this with varying 
degrees of success. I f you have a pod handy why not 
have a go, the cost is minimal but the satisfaction with 
success is great! Here's how. You need a medium 
sized flower pot (clay or plastic but I found a clay pot 
much better), a strip of towelling, some washed river 
shingle from the size of almonds to small walnuts, a 
small amount of fresh growing sphagnum moss. 

Method 
1. Boil the towelling then rinse it in clean water -
then line the scrubbed clean pot so that the towelling 
touches the rim - trim off any surplus towelling. Place 
the sterilised stones (boil for 10 minutes) in the pot to 
within about 30mm of the rim. 
2. Sterilise a saucer, then take some ends off some of 
the growing roots of the pod plant, and crush them in 
the saucer - add some cooled, boiled water and dabble 
the moss in this solution before laying it on the stones. 
3. Now scatter the seed on the strands of moss and 
immerse the pot in a container of clean water reaching 
three quarters of the way to the rim. Drain this for a 
few minutes then insert it into a clean, clear plastic 
bag, blow into it, and tie the top tightly. 
4. You may peep in about three weeks - i f no tiny 
green beads are visible, blow into die bag again and 
retie the top tightly. Try again in another three weeks. 

Notes regarding this exercise 
(a) Not suitable for cold weather. 
(b) Pot should be in a well lit position but not in direct 
sunlight. 
(c) This method is not suitable for Cymbidiums and 
complex crosses e.g. Blc, etc. 
(d) Epidendrums (Crucifix) and native orchids, or two 
species from the same family crossed, would be more 
likely to succeed. 
(e) Explanation of moss processing above - the grow
ing tips of the roots contain minute fungus which is 
common to the particular orchid from which the seed 
came and this fungus is known to assist the growth of 
these seeds. I had great success using the pods from 
Epidendrum radicans (crucifix). 

Editor's Note: Alternatively, i f your pod is a species 
orchid send it to the AOF's Orchid Species Seed 
Bank. See latest Orchids Australia for details. 

Right: Laeliocattleya Chit Chat (C. aurantiaca x L . 
Coronet) easily grows into a superb specimen plant. 

M Y F A V O U R I T E O R C H I D 

It is difficult to choose one orchid that I favour above all 
others, there are so many beautiful orchids from which to 
choose. As a group I think the Cattleya Alliance would 
get my vote at present. And the Ooh! Ahh! register 
when members view the Cattleyas and Laeliocattleyas 
benched each month suggests that many members feel 
die same way, although other members clearly relish 
something more of a challenge. A particular plant in my 
collection that I favour at present is Laeliocattleya Chit 
Chat 'Tangerine'. It was one of the first plants I pur
chased when I became interested in orchids a few years 
ago. It struggled to survive in my study for some years. 
I had to take it outside to water, and to give it a little 
more light and warmth when the danger of frosts had 
passed. But it is now much happier in the new orchid 
house where light, temperature and humidity are much 
more to its liking!. I have now divided it into two pots 
which are both flourishing. You can almost hear it 
saying, "Thank you!!". What I like about it, apart from 
the striking orange flowers, is its vigorous root system, 
and its multi-spiking habit. It seems to be a very 
forgiving plant. Along with my other cattleyas I am 
growing Chit Chat 'Tangerine' under opaque Laserlite, 
with one panel of clear Laserlite which provides each 
plant with about half an hour of direct sunlight each day 
through summer. The walls of the house are covered with 
Visgard, with the addition of 70% shading during sum
mer on the north and west. An evaporative cooler and 
automatic opening roof vents help to keep the tempera
ture under control in summer, and a four inch layer of 
constantly wet scoria on the floor keeps humidity high. 
Heating in winter is presently controlled through a Dim-
plex column heater set to come on at 10 degrees, and air 
is continually circulated by an oscillating fan. Al l of the 
Cattleyas in my small collection seem to appreciate these 
conditions, and are making excellent new growth. Ask 
me next week and I would very likely nominate an 
entirely different orchid - perhaps even a different 
species!! 

Brian Leedham 
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The Orchid Hunters Part 3 
The Eastern Tropics 

During the 19* century many collectors persevered and 
penetrated to the interior of Malaya, Indonesia, the Philip
pines and New Guinea, and their outlying archipelagoes. 
Clearly they viewed the risks- head-shrinkers, poison-dart 
blowers, ferocious beasts and venomous reptiles- as suffer-
able, relative to the economic gain from discovery of new 
species. The two great orchid grounds, in Java and the 
Philippines, were full of obstacles, such as jungles teeming 
with enormous leeches, and so densely matted that tracks 
had to be hacked out. But they were also bountiful with 
species of Aerides, Arachnis, Coelogyne, Dendrobium, 
Paphiopedilum, Phalaenopsis, Spathoglottis and Vanda, 
and the largest epiphyte of all, Gramatophyllum. 

Back on the other side of the world the repeal of Britain's 
Glass Tax in 1845 coincided with the flourishing of indus
tries which produced good materials at a low cost. More
over, the price of coal for heating glasshouses and labour to 
maintain them was very small indeed. Everything combined 
to give the designers of glasshouses their head. They raised 
what the Poet Laureate of the day eulogized as 'Tropic 
Squares', which varied in size and grandeur from backyard 
lean-tos up to Decimus Burton's Palm House at Kew, a 
monument of the glasshouse world with over 4000 square 
metres of glass. The story was similar across Europe, 
where massive 'stoves' and temperate houses, cold houses 
and conservatories mushroomed. 

Filling all these glasshouses created an unprecedented de
mand for exotics- not just from the Orchidaceae- and the 
trickle of plants from the Eastern Tropics soon swelled to a 
torrent of stripping. Professional orchid hunters were em
ployed with the sole purpose of finding new species. They 
were required to note the exact location of other plants if 
possible, but their real business was to collect commercially 
profitable orchids. Some English nurserymen became inter
nationally famous for specialising in far Eastern plants: 
Loddiges of Hackney Wick with a reputation for nobbling 
missionaries, Hugh Low of Clapham who had the advan
tage of being father to Rajah Sir Hugh Low of Sarawak, 
Standish & Noble of Bagshot, and of course, Veitch. They 
competed with one another in the salaries and bonuses they 

offered, and because these were often very large, orchid 
hunting attracted adventurers as well as respectable profes
sionals. Some were as ruthless in their pursuit of spoil as 
pirates roaming the high seas. 

Thomas Lobb was the leading Veitch collector in the East 
Indies and undoubtedly their greatest orchid hunter. He sent 
back other exotics, including a collection of tender Rhodo
dendrons (Vireya), but by inclination he was an orchid 
hunter. He was uncommunicative, and when a word could 
be dragged from him it was almost always about orchids. He 
paid for his devotion with a leg- lost on an orchid hunt in the 
Philippines- but lived to retire to his native Cornwall. There 
he enjoyed a few years of retirement, saying next to nothing 
and thinking about nothing at all but orchids. 
Charles Curtis, another of Veitch's orchid hunters, gave his 
name to the Lady's Slipper (Paphiopedilum curtisii). How
ever, his was not a dramatic discovery. Curtis simply saw it 
growing in the Penang Botanic Gardens and sent it back to 
England. It was much admired for its violet clog-shaped lip 
and leopard-spotted petals, but it was not suited to existing 
cultural practices. In time it died, and orchidists gradually 
came to the alarming conclusion that it was unique. Nothing 
was known of its jungle home. Curtis by this time was 
hunting the flora of celestial fields, and the authorities at 
Penang Botanic Gardens confessed they were ignorant of 
the orchid's origin. On the theory that most probably it had 
been found in the Malayan uplands, other plant hunters in 
that area kept a constant eye open for it and several went 
out to the East with the express purpose of finding it. But 
no-one was successful. Then, at the beginning of last cen
tury a Swedish plant hunter, Ericson, was collecting in the 
Sumatran Highlands, once one of Curtis's favourite hunting 
grounds. He was forced to take shelter in a convenient hut, 
and found a picture of Paph. curtisii painted on the wall! 
Under it was a scrawl: 'C.C's contribution to the adornment 
of the house.' It seems that many years ago Curtis himself 
was similarly trapped during a monsoonal downpour and 
spent the time painting the orchid that bore his name. 
Ericson did not find his treasure, and it would be many years 
later when Paph. curtisii 'reappeared' in the wooded slopes 
of the mountains near Padang. 

Next issue. .. The Conclusion: Orchid Hunter- friend or 
foe. 

The interior of a typical orchid house in the latter 
half of the 19th century when the love affair with 
foreign plants blossomed in the greenhouses of 
England, orchids being the prized plants. An en
graving from The Orchid Growers' Manual, 7th 
edition, 1894. 
Source . Botanical Orchids and How to Grow 
Them, Jack Kramer, 1998, page 19. 
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Solution Crossword No. 1. 
I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I M I I I I I I M I I M I I M I I I 

Diploids, THpIoicJs an4 TetrapIoi"4s 

Have you ever seen 2n, 3n or 4n on an orchid label or in or
chid literature and wondered what it refers to? 

The hereditary material of living organisms (plant and ani
mal) is ordered into chromosomes. These normally exist in 
two paired sets in the nucleus of each cell. Cattleyas and 
cymbidiums have two sets of 20 chromosomes, a total of 
40. They are diploids (2n). 

There are now many cultivated orchids that have four sets 
or double the normal number of chromosomes. These are 
referred to as tetraploids (4n). This doubling sometimes 
happens by chance in the flask stage or it may be deliber
ately induced in a laboratory (colchocine treatment). 
Tetraploids tend to have heavier and larger flowers with 
wider petals so hybridisers often favour them as stud plants 
for breeding. I f a tetraploid is crossed with another 
tetraploid each will contribute two of its four chromosomes 
to the progeny which will thus be tetraploid also. 

If a tetraploid is crossed with a normal diploid plant the 
progeny will be triploids (3n) with three sets of chromo
somes in each cell. Two of these will have been contributed 
by the tetraploid parent and one by the diploid. As nearly all 
the characteristics of the individual are dictated by the 
genetic code in its chromosomes, it could be expected that 
triploid progeny will tend to look more like the parent 
supplying two thirds of its chromosomes. Triploids are 
usually sterile or produce very little viable seed if used as a 
parent. 

Reference: I D. James 77ie Orchid Growers Handbook. 

The following Anonymous poem was copied from 
Orchids in New Zealand, Vol. 18 No. 6. 

The Value of a Member 

Ten little members 
standing in a line, 
One disliked the President 
and then there were nine. 

Nine ambitious members 
offered to work late, 
One forgot the promise 
and then there were eight 

Eight creative members 
had ideas as good as heaven, 
One lost enthusiasm 
and then there were seven. 

Seven loyal members 
got into a fix, 
They quarrelled over programs 
and then there were six. 

Six members remained 
with spirit and drive, 
One moved away 
and then there were five. 

Five steadfast members 
wished there were more, 
One became indifferent 
and then there were four. 

Four cheerful members 
who never disagreed, 
Till one complained 
and then there were three. 

Three eager members! 
What did they do? 
One got discouraged 
and then there were two. 

Two earnest members 
each enrolled one more, 
Doubling their number 
and then there were four. 

Four determined members 
just could not wait, 
Till each won another 
and then there were eight. 

Eight excited members 
signed up sixteen more, 
In another six verses 
there'll be a thousand and twenty four! 
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A ' H I L L S ' HOUSE 
I f you have run out of space in your orchid house you 
can make a good temporary shelter by putting a piece 
of shadecloth over the clothesline. I joined two 
pieces together giving a diameter of about 4 metres. 
I've left the outside line free for mundane purposes 
like hanging out the laundry. My stanhopeas, Laelia 
anceps, coelogynes, cymbidiums, and vandaceous 
orchids love it! Of course, you have to find them a 
warmer spot for the winter. 

Lynne Phelan 

Results of Members' Survey 
Suggestions from members... Action by Committee 
Many more members should assist with hall set up/break down, benching, etc at the 
Show. The 'once a year' opportunity to do something for your society 

Publish suggestions in Bul
letin to remind people 

Hold at least one workshop per year See this Bulletin and addi
tional survey 

Monthly Bulletin - maybe smaller Unfortunately this would 
double the cost of printing 
and postage so isn't feasible. 

Have more open glasshouses See this Bulletin for details 

Perhaps every few months we could have a showing of slides and a competition to 
name the orchid shown. A number of slides are shown, without comment, and each 
member records their guess and then the slides are shown again, this time with the 
name, etc. Perhaps we could focus on groups of orchids such as: Australian natives, 
terrestrials, epiphytes, perhaps on different nights, then, all die assortments of what is 
available, perhaps like the benchings, cymbidiums, species paphs etc. etc. 

This is similar to Ben's 
Christmas party quiz and we 
will take up the idea at 
monthly meetings when we 
have a spare time slot on the 
agenda. 

I believe members who help at the Show should be provided with refreshments of 
some sort. Complimentary tea and coffee wouldn't break the bank, and would demon
strate how member's time is appreciated and valued by the Society. 

Committee will put in place 
a procedure whereby helpers 
at the Show are able to get a 
complimentary cuppa. 

An explanation of the use of upper and lower case letters and inverted commas on 
plant labels. 

Article in Bulletin with 
question time at a monthly 
meeting. 

An explanation of plant hierarchy' and associated terms; eg tribe, sub-tribe, genus, 
species, etc. 

Short talk at monthly meet
ing. 

Thank you for your suggestions. If you have any further ideas please speak to a Committee member. 
Remember, Y O U A R E T H E S O C I E T Y so it's up to you to make sure it meets your needs. 

| The Orchid Society of Canberra can be contacted by normal mail at: 
GPO Box 612 
Canberra ACT 2601. 
The e-mail address for the Editor of the Bulletin is: 
lynnbull@tpg.com.au 

Closing date for next Bulletin 
20 April 2001 

Please send any submissions for the Bulletin to the editor. If possible send your submissions typed, on a computer disk or e-mail | 
J them to me. I use Microsoft Office 97 (Word, Excel, Outlook and Publisher) to produce the Bulletin. At this stage I have no ^ 
if idea what other formats I can negotiate, eg if files are sent on a Macintosh format disk, but doubtless I'll find out when you $ 
$ send me something. if 

| Until I sort out problems with electronic transmission, the Bulletin will no longer be available in electronic format. If anyone | 
| knows how to convert Publisher files to PDF I'd be happy to hear from you. Editor. 
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Culture Notes Period: April - May Area: Canberra 
Note: Growing conditions vary from grower to grower depending on the type of housing, potting medium, humidity, etc. 
so the advice in this chart should be used as a basic guide only. 

Orchid Genus Water Requirements Fertilising Pest control Comments 

Australian Natives 
(epiphytes) 

Water twice weekly; re
duce amount in May 

Low nitrogen fertiliser, 
Vz strength fortnightly 

Watch for aphids on 
flowers and new 
growths; mealy bugs in 
leaf axils, on bud s, and 

Provide maximum 
light to achieve good 
flowering 

Australian Natives 
(terrestrials) 

Tubers will commence 
their growth cycle; wa
ter to keep potting mix 
slightly moist 

Sprinkle a level tea
spoon of blood and bone 
mixed with some 
dolomite on top of pot 

on undersides of leaves. 
When conditions are hot 
and dry, watch for red 
spider mites. 

If not already done, 
apply mulch of 
chopped pine or she-
oak (Casuarina) nee
dles 

Cattleya Alliance Decrease frequency of 
watering gradually to 
only once a week as 
weather cools. Avoid 
water on flower spikes 
as it may cause spotting 
on blooms. 

Balanced fertiliser at Vz 
strength with every sec
ond watering. 
For autumn flowering 
plants use low nitrogen 
fertiliser 

Bait for snails and slugs, 
particularly around 
plants in bud and flower. 
Fungus (botrytis) could 
present a problem in 
cool, moist, airless con
ditions. I f control is re
quired avoid getting 

Maintain high humid
ity and ample air 
movement 

Cymbidium 
Coelogyne 

Ensure potting mix re
mains moist (not wet), 
but reduce frequency of 
watering to once or 
twice weekly 

Maintain regular appli
cations of low nitrogen 
fertiliser at Vz strength 
weekly. Seedlings need 
high nitrogen fertiliser at 
V* strength 

spray on developing 
buds and flowers 

Remove shadecloth to 
provide maximum 
light. Stake and train 
the spikes of upright 
growing cymbidiums. 
Place plants under 
cover to protect the 
developing buds 

Masdevallia Keep potting mix moist, 
but not wet, at all times 
and water accordingly 

Fortnightly with balanced fertiliser at V* strength or 
less. Use only inorganic fertiliser sparingly for 
plants growing in sphagnum. Add weak solution of 
chelated iron to the fertiliser once only during this 
period 

Maintain high humid
ity (>60%) and good 
air movement. In
crease light as temper
atures are decreasing 

Paphiopedilum Water only when mix 
has nearly dried out; 
keep leaves dry; no wa
ter in leaf axils 

Weekly at Vz strength 
with balanced fertiliser 

* Plants benefit from the 
addition of marble 
chips or shellgrit to 
the mix. Occasionally 
add a little dolomite 
with the fertiliser 

Odontoglossum 
Miltonia 

Keep mixture moist but 
not wet; maintain ade
quate humidity 

Low nitrogen fortnightly 
at Vz strength; i/s 
strength for plants 
growing in sphagnum 

* Provide 50% shade 
and do not let temper
ature drop below 10°C 

Oncidium As for Cattleya Balanced fertiliser at Vz 
strength fortnightly 

Provide maximum 
light and good air 
movement, particu
larly for species and 
hybrids from Mexican 
origin 

General To allow for maximum light penetration, paint and/or shadecloth should be removed from orchid 
house in mid-April. Ensure orchid house is well aired to avoid fungus problems. Always water plants 
thoroughly before applying fertiliser. 
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