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News in Brief 

Regular Monthly Meetings 
Monthly meetings of the Society are held on the 
first Tuesday of each month (except January) in 
Room 1, Griffin Centre, Bunda St, Civic. 
Meetings commence at 8:00 p.m. with the trading 
table open from 7.30 p.m. 
March Meeting 
Lou Mayer from the House of Phalaenopsis will 
speak. He has recently returned from a trip to 
Europe and will be discussing Phalaenopsis 
culture and trends in Europe. 
April Meeting 
Dr Adrian Gibbs of the ANU will be speaking on 
virus disease in orchids. 
6-7 March: Horticultural Society Autumn 
Flower Show. 
Page 4 has all the necessary details, including a 
complete listing of classes into which you can 
enter orchids. 
13-14 March: Sapphire Coast Orchid 
Workshop. 
See Page 5 for more details. 
28 March: Open Glasshouses 
See Page 5 for more details. 
18 April: Social Afternoon and barbecue 
See Page 5 for more details. 
26 June: Peats Ridge Bus Trip 
See Page 5 for more details. 
2-3 October: South Western Regional 
Conference: Wagga Wagga 
October, 2000: 15th Australian Orchid 
Conference: Burnie, Tasmania 
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The Editor Notes... 
Hello again, 
This has been a warm summer, and many of our 
plants have responded well to it. We now have 
the Cattleyas, Dendrobiums, Vandaceous and 
Catasetums in the glasshouse, and they look 
pretty happy. 
Our Catasetums (and one surviving Clowesia) 
have all grown vigorously this year, and it has 
been interesting to observe the difference potting 
media can make to these plants. Our older plants 
are all in Sphagnum, as advised by Ray Clements. 
These plants are all thriving, and have produced 
masses of coarse Cymbidium like roots which 
have crawled out the drainage holes. 
In late winter we bought a batch of Catasetum 
seedlings of various sizes from Sunshine Orchids. 
These seedlings were in a bark mixture, which we 
left them in. Whilst they have grown well, they 
do not display the same vigour as their cousins in 
the sphagnum. Next year I intend to pot all our 
Catasetums in a sphagnum mix as it is obviously 
more appropriate to them in our conditions. 
As to flowering, we will still have to wait and 
see, but I think one spike might be visible already, 
and I have hopes that some others (including the 
Clowesia) may grace us with autumn flowers. 
Catasetum flowers offer an extraordinary degree 
of variety, in colour, shape and fragrance. The 
differences between male and female flowers 

Catasetum nanayanum 
©1996 Lightbinders 

were so great that nineteenth century writers 
placed the separate sexes in differing genera. 
Catasetums are gross feeders whilst they are 
growing, and we have been feeding them 
regularly. This is not ideal for the sphagnum, but 
in a few months time these plants will be going 
dormant again, and they will no longer meed their 
potting mix! 
Experiment with your potting media, and if 
possible compare results between plants in 
similar situations. This is one way you can 
monitor the effectiveness of your culture. 
Catasetums are one genus that are remarkably 
tough, and provide magnificent rewards for those 
that persevere with their culture. 
Cheers, 

MarkF 

MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING 

2 FEBRUARY 1999 
Attendance: 51 Apologies: 8 
President Laurie Woods opened the meeting at 
8.02pm welcoming members, visitors, and guests, 
including ANU researcher Anne Mackenzie, and 
tonight's presenter Mark Clements. 
PREVIOUS MINUTES 
The minutes of the November General Meeting 
were accepted; moved on the motion of Peter 
Cudmore and seconded by Robyn Noel. 
TREASURER'S REPORT 

Presented by Sandra Corbett 
• Current bank balance is $5957.36 
• Royale Orchid Fair bus trip deposits are 
now being accepted 
The Treasurer's report was accepted; moved on 
the motion of Ben Wallace and seconded by Jane 
Wright. 
SECRETARY'S REPORT 

Presented by Frank Fogliati 



Inwards -
Newsletters: 
OSNSW, Eurobodalla- November 
Campbelltown, Albury, Eurobodalla, ANOS 
(Vic), Alpine Garden Society, Illawarra, Wagga 
Wagga, Gosford, Sapphire Coast, Griffith, 
OSNSW- December 
OSNSW, Sapphire Coast, Albury, Gosford, 
Campbelltown, Illawarra- January 
Albury, ANOS (Vic) - February 
Letters: 
AOF- book order information, project progress 
reports, publication updates; AOC- AGM 
minutes, board of management minutes; Griffin 
Centre; OSNSW- minutes of AOC/Affiliated 
Societies meeting, affiliated society information; 
Prof. Adrian Gibbs; Austmoss; Go Bush Tours; 
Burnie Orchid Society- 15th. Australian Orchid 
Conference; Aust. Orchid Review; Orchid Pot 
Co.; Scroll Garden Products; ANOS (Vic)-
welcome letter, bulletin & statement of purposes/ 
rules; Comet/TNT; Orchidaceous Books; Rudi & 
Elaine Amelung; ACT Cancer Society; Alpine 
Garden Society (UK); Sapphire Coast Orchid 
Club- workshop details; ANOS Inc. 
Catalogues: 
Troweena, Charm, Easy, Keith's, Northern 
Beaches Australasian, Dendi 
Library: 
Orchids (AOS)- October, November; Alpine 
Garden Society (UK)- December; Orchids 
Australia- December; Aust Orchid Review-
December/January; South African Orchid Council 
Journal- September; The Orchid Review- Nov/ 
Dec, Jan/Feb; 
Outwards -
New members- welcome letter & constitution; 
Prof. Adrian Gibbs; Aust. Orchid Review; Griffin 
Centre; Clive Halls; Diana Martin 
The Secretary's report was accepted; moved on 
the motion of Mark Fraser and seconded by Keith 
Alden. 

GENERAL BUSINESS 

• Popular Vote certificates were presented 
• Autumn Show reminder including amended 
benching procedure 
• Social events (Open Glasshouses, Sapphire 
Coast workshop, Royale Orchid Fair bys trip) 
were detailed 
• 2 new products (Tyrex growing boards and 
nursery tubes) were exhibited 
• Bob Wong gave an enthusiastic report about 
his visit to Northern Beaches Australasian 
Orchids in Sydney. 
• Presenters for March and April meetings 
were outlined 
GUEST SPOT 
Laurie Woods introduced our guest speaker Mark 
Clements. Mark is recognised internationally as a 
leading botanist in the study of orchids. Tonight 
we were presented with a pictorial history of 
Mark's orchid travels, starting with his 
appointment to RBG (Kew), where he undertook 
important conservation work both in the UK & 
Europe. Members were shown slides of the 
solitary Cypripedium calceolus in Yorkshire. 
Next it was on to Crete, the Dolomiti (Italy) and 
Sweden, including an island where Linnaeus once 
studied flora. We also visited New Zealand, PNG, 
New Caledonia and Kota Kinabulu in Sabah. 
Closer to home Mark stated that the Western 
Australia sandplains in spring are one of the best 
places to see orchids in the world. 
NEW MEMBERS Nil 
DOOR PRIZE Tina Chu, Ruth Squair 
RAFFLE Faye Saunders (twice), Ruth Squair, 
Terry Turner, Keith Alden 
Meeting closed 10.01pm. 
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The Autumn Show 
Once again it is our opportunity to show off our 
plants at the Autumn Show of the Horticultural 
Society. This is our largest event after our Spring 
Show, and we would like to see all your best 
Autumn flowering orchids there. 
Registration is relatively simple. You should ring 
Keith Brew on 6286 1816 and advise him of the 
number of plants you are entering in each section. 
You should ring him before 8:00 pm of Thursday 
4 March. If you are organised, ring earlier in the 
week. When you present your plants for 
benching (on the Friday evening or Saturday 
morning) you will have to pay a registration fee 
(10 cents per entry). You must then place your 
plants in the appropriate classes. Check with the 
stewards if you are confused. 
The classes for the Autumn Show are as follows: 
OPEN SECTION 
Cattleya Alliance 
154 Cattleya Species 
155 Hybrid - Standard 
156 Hybrid - Intermediate 
157 Hybrid - Cocktail 
158 Hybrid - Cluster 
Other Laeliinae Alliance 
159 Other Laeliinae species 
160 Laeliinae hybrid derived from the Encyclial 
Epidendrwn complex 
161 Laeliinae hybrid - Standard 
162 Laeliinae hybrid - Intermediate 
163 Laeliinae hybrid - Cocktail 
Paphiopedilum 
164 Species 
165 Hybrid - Maudiae type 
166 Hybrid-Other 
Vandaceous Alliance 
168 Vandaceous Alliance species (excluding 
Angraecoid Orchids) 
169 Phalaenopsis hybrids 
170 Vanda & Ascocenda hybrids 

171 Other Vandaceous hybrids (excluding 
Angraecoid Orchids) 
172 Angraecoid orchids - species 
173 Angraecoid orchids - hybrids 
Oncidium Alliance 
175 Oncidium species ( 
176 Oncidium hybrid 
177 Odontoglossum Alliance species 
178 Odontoglossum Alliance hybrid 
179 Other Oncidium Alliance species 
180 Other Oncidium Alliance hybrid 
Pleurothallid Alliance 
181 Masdevallia species 
182 Other Pleurothallid species 
183 Hybrid including Masdevallia vietchiana 
184 Hybrid not including Masdevallia 
vietchiana 
Orchid not otherwise specified 
185 Species 
186 Hybrids 
NOVICE SECTION 
187 Cattleya Alliance 
188 Other Laeliinae Alliance 
189 Paphiopedilum 
190 Vandaceous Orchid 
191 Phalaenopsis 
192 Odontoglossum Alliance 
193 Other Oncidium Alliance 
194 Pleurothallid Alliance 
195 Orchid not otherwise specified 
A special thank you to Keith Alden, who is 
sponsoring the Reserve Champion Prize. 
Coming Events 
13-14 March 1999 
Sapphire Coast Orchid Workshop 
By now you should have contacted Norma 
Stafford on (02) 6494 1230 if you were planning 
on attending this event, if you haven't make sure 
you ring before Saturday, 6 March. This 
promises to be a fascinating event. Ken Russell 



will be speaking on Native Dendrobiums and 
Sarcochilus, whilst Wal Rhodes of Camira 
Orchids will host sessions on Paphiopedilums and 
Odontoglossums. I know that many growers 
have Dendrobiums that are part of the progeny of 
Ken Russell's extensive breeding program, 
notably many varieties of Dendrobium bigibbum. 
Wal Rhodes famous Paphiopedilum Gael 
'Camira' has been extensively propagated, and I 
know of a number of plants within our Society, a 
fitting tribute to this grower. Both of these 
speakers have a wealth of knowledge, and this is 
a unique opportunity to meet them. 
Once again the venue is Kianinny Cabins, near 
Tathra, and registration is $25.00 for the weekend 
or $15.00 for one day. This includes barbecues on 
Saturday and Sunday. Bring a picnic lunch for 
Saturday. If you are intending on staying at the 
Kianinny Cabins ((02) 6494 1990), you will need 
to book early as spaces fill fast Kianinny Cabins 
are a delightful and comfortable venue, and the 
opportunity to meet many other growers socially 
is wonderful. Another feature of the venue is the 
diverse fauna, including a wide range of birds, 

reptiles, and startlingly friendly and inquisitive 
possums. 
28 March: Open Glasshouses 
Featuring the New South Wales contingent, this 
session will start at 1:00 p.m. and close about 
5:00. The two collections on display are Keith 
Alden at 4 Ullamulla Cres, Queanbeyan, Ph 6297 
3351 and Frank Fogliati at 180 Candy Rd, Burra, 
Ph 6236 3281 (See the map below). 
Keith's collection features a wide range of 
Paphiopedilum and Phragmipedium species and 
hybrids, as well as a good range of Phalaenopsis. 
Keith has a sizable glasshouse, of somewhat 
unconventional structure. Keith has spent a lot of 
time examining issues of heating, cooling and 
misting: as such, the glasshouse is quite 
technically elaborate. Keith is happy to discuss 
issues of glasshouse construction and 
maintenance, and is more than willing to help 
advise members about glasshouse related issues. 
Frank's collection is oriented towards species, 
and especially members of the Stanhopea 
Alliance and their relatives. Frank has 



established a new glasshouse since last members 
visited his collections. This new structure is 
quite different to many of the glasshouses in the 
Society, and gives an excellent idea of the 
possibilities available to those planning a 
greenhouse. 
18 April 
Social Afternoon and Barbecue 
A change of pace and style. Laurie and Rosita 
Woods will be hosting a social afternoon and 
barbecue at 9 Dowthwaite St., Fraser. It will 
commence at about 1.00 p.m.. Food and drink 
will be supplied, however if you have a special 
diet you may want to bring something along. A 
casual chatty atmosphere, where members will 
have a slightly more relaxed opportunity to meet 
and talk. 
Please ring Laurie and Rosita on 6258 6187 
before 11 April to confirm if you are attending. 
26 June: 
Peats Rldge/Royale Orchid Fair 
A major event on our calendar, this is an 
opportunity to visit Royale Orchids and buy 
plants from a variety of growers. Past Fairs have 
featured nurseries such as Warrnambool Orchids 
(VIC), Mt Beenak Orchids (VIC), Papa Aroha 
(NZ), Robertson Orchids (QLD), Unonee 
Orchids (NSW), and Orchidaceous Books. It is a 
great opportunity to buy new and unusual plants. 
Pay your $5.00 deposit now to Sandra Corbett 
(Treasurer), and reserve yourself a spot on the 
coach for a day full of fun. The final price per 
person will be $20-25, depending on total 
numbers. 
Carnivorous Orchids 
In the botanical world the orchid seems to 
capture most of the records. They are the most 
evolutionary advanced of all the 
monocotyledons, claiming the most remarkable 
specialisations for pollination, water uptake and 
storage, and associations with specific fungi for 
nutritional growth and seed germination. Some 
even bypass photosynthesis and live completely 
or partially underground. They inhabit just about 
every latitude, altitude and habitat where 
flowering plants are found. In fact of all 
ecological adaptations detected in the plant 

kingdom, the insectivorous or carnivorous 
syndrome is one of the few that had not been 
reported in the Orchidaceae...untilAracamunia 
from the lost World. 
This is a recently described monotypic genus 
inhabiting Cerro Aracamuni, a long and narrow 
tepui in the Venezuelan Guayana. Aracamunia is 
very likely to be carnivorous. Some research has 
already been conducted on the original plants 
collected in 1987, and further expeditions are 
being considered to make it official. It was 
collected in boggy habitats alongside 
bladderworts (Utricularia spp.), sundews 
(Drosera spp.), and pitcher plants (Heliamphora 
spp.), and it was the presence of glandular ligules 
(compatible with flypaper insect traps), borne at 
the axil of each leaf, that made the botanists take 
notice. Plants stand only 5 to 6cm tall and are 
among the smallest in the subtribe Spiranthinae, 
possibly explaining why they have taken this long 
to be described. Sadly the habitat of Aracamunia 
is threatened and this exceptional species may be 
in danger of extinction. 
The November '98 issue of 'Orchids' (AOS) has a 
more complete discussion of the discovery, and 
DunsterviUe's Orchid Hunting in the Lost World 
(pp40-45) provides an entertaining description of 
the region. 

Frank Fogliati 
<There has been some debate as to whether 
members of the genus Myrmecophila (sometimes 
regarded as part of Schomburgkia) is in fact 
carnivorous. This is an unusual and complex 
case, as the plant in question develops hollow 
pseudobulbs which are then colonized by ants. It 
is the believed that at some later stage the 
pseudobulb walls start secreting digestive 
enzymes. This case seems somewhat easier to 
test and observe! Your eclectic editor> 
On the Sale Table 
We have not had Cattleyas available for a while, 
and after looking at some of the recent catalogues 
the Committee decided to order some colourful 
and easy to grow varieties. Another good reason 
for ordering some was the continued popularity of 
these plants on the Popular Vote table. 



A batch of Cattleya Alliance plants have arrived 
from Townsville, including both species and 
hybrids. These plants have been selected as both 
attractive and temperature tolerant. All will 
tolerate temperatures down to 6 C° provided they 
are kept on the dry side. Many of these orchids 
will do well as windowsill plants, provided they 
have some protection from full sun everyday in 
winter: they are marked §. Cattleyas favour a 
bright sunny location, a north eastern window 
will suit them for the winter months quite happily. 
All of these plants have just been repotted, as 
they all arrived potted in the quincan gravel 
beloved of North Queensland. Whilst it is a fine 
potting medium for the tropics, down here it is a 
rather less effective. A bark mix (or what you 
will) is probably more appropriate. 
The plants available will be: 
%Brassocattleya Nodata§ 
$9.00 
A primary hybrid between Brassavolla nodosa 
and Cattleya guttata var leopoldii this produces 
compact plants with spidery flowers, the petals 
and sepals green, tipped brownish purple and a 
trumpet shaped lip in bright pink. Easy to grow 
in very BRIGHT conditions, tolerant of a wide 
temperature range, and reasonably tolerant of dry 
conditions. The plants have inherited the 
succulent, quill like foliage of B. nodosa, and can 
be reasonably anticipated to favour plenty of light 
, warmth and water over the summer months. 
%Laelia pumila x Laeliocattleya Tiny Treasure§ 
$9.00 
An attractive and cool tolerant miniature cattleya 
with large pink flowers of a full round shape. 
Needs some protection from the excesses of the 

Popular Vote -
Australian Native 

Cattleya Alliance - Species 

Cattleya Alliance-Hybrid 

Odontoglossum Alliance 

Paphiopedilum Alliance 

Pleurothallid Alliance 

Vandaceous Alliance 

Any other orchid species 

Any other orchid hybrid 

Orchid of the Night 

Orchid of the Night 

sun. This has potential as a miniature growing 
large flowered hybrid. 
§Laelia gloedeniana x Laeliocattleya Fire 
Island 'Fiery'§ 
$9.00 
Vivid clusters of yellow and orange stars can be 
expected here. Larger, better shaped flpwers than 
usual in this type of a hybrid. Bright conditions, 
keep on the dry side whilst dormant. A compact 
hybrid, it already has a flower sheath developing. 
^Laeliocattleya Gold Digger x Fires of Spring§ 
$12.00 
Reds and oranges will dominate the colours here. 
An attractive cross of two reliable parents to 
produce a vigorous and free flowering hybrid. 
This is a good sized plant, and it already has 
flowering sheaths developing. 
Brassavolla glauca: 
$9.00 
Mounted on tree fern slab. An underrated 
compact (some call it miniature) growing species 
with proportionately large (10cm) greenish 
Cattleya type flowers. Keep cool and dry in the 
winter, plenty of water and food whilst growing. 
Enjoys bright sun whilst in active growth. 
Cattleya harrisoniae: 
$8.00 
One of the most exquisite cattleya species, this 
plant produces upright flower spikes of beautiful 
pink/purple flowers with a cream lip. Relatively 
compact, whilst the cane like bulbs do get 
moderately tall the plant does not demand a huge 
amount of space. 
At the April meeting we will have a selection of 
Dennis Diehm's novelty Phalaenopsis for sale. 
These are generally smaller plants with spots and 
stripes and unusual colours. 

February 1999 
Jane Wright 

Priscilla Greve 

Terry Hirner 

Brian Phelan 

Priscilla Greve 

Priscilla Greve 

Geoff Dyne 

Priscilla Greve 

Ben Wallace 

Priscilla Greve 

David Rees 

Calanthe triplicate! 
Brassavolla cucullata 

Laeliocattleya Love Knot 'Heaven Scent' 

Odontioda (Point Lonsdale x (Rover x Flocalo)) 

Phragmipedium Grande 'Chinaman' 

Masdevallia vietchiana 'Prince des Galles' 

Vanda Motes Indigo 'Red' x Piyaporn Varavuth' 

Dendrobium lawesii 
Dendrobium {conanthum xlasianthera) xconanthum 

Phragmipedium Grande 'Chinaman' 

Disa 



About the Society 
Postal Address 
The Orchid Society of Canberra Inc. 
GPO Box 612 
Canberra, ACT 2601 
The website address is: 
http//www.geocities.com/ 
RainForest/VinesII040 
The editors e-mail address is: 
fraser.corbett@interact.net.au 
The Society can be contacted by phone on (02) 
6287 1106 
We are always on the lookout for articles on all 
aspects of orchid culture. If you have an article 
you would like to submit please contact the 
editor. When submitting an article, please send 
either a typescript or, if you are submitting the 
article electronically use either Word for 
Windows 2, Word 5.1 (Macintosh) or .TXT file. 
When submiting electronic files please refrain 
from using unusual or elaborate formatting, as I 
will have to remove and rebuild it. 
If you want to include an illustration in the 
bulletin I can accept most electronic formats, or 
slides or negatives. 

Welcome to New Members 
Since the Show we have had a number of new 
members join the Society. We would like to take 
this opportunity to welcome you all, and hope 
you enjoy your membership of the Orchid 
Society. 
Peter Chen, Tina Chu, Peggy Daroesman & Bob 
Hefner, Sydney & Margaret Down, Felice Driver, 
Trevor Hughes, Paul Majewski & Claire Everet, 
Maureen and Leanne Meddemmen, Thaw Oo, 
Richard & Pamela Phillips & Family, Daryl 
Smith & Robyn D'Aren, Richard Solon, Ruth 
Squair 

PLANT 
STANDS 
MADE TO ORDER 

Treated Pine, Galvanized Mesh Shelving. 
Ideal for Bonsai, Orchids and general display 

Single, Two and Three Tiered Available 
0 ^ 

Enquiries Phone: 6248 5360 
Advertisement 

Ĉ Toc?̂  
5 Bindubi Slreel. Macquarie. (Jamison Cenlre) 

Telephone: (06) 251 7714 

Debco Orchid Potting Mixes 
Are available from The Good Earth Garden Centre, Jamison. 

http://www.geocities.com/
mailto:fraser.corbett@interact.net.au

